
31 National Circuit, Forrest ACT 

W: actjc.org.au 



EREV SHAVUOT: SATURDAY 8 JUNE 

9:30 am Orthodox Shabbat Service with a communal Kiddush to follow services 

 

5:00 pm Orthodox Erev Shavuot Service  

5:00 pm Progressive Erev Shavuot Service 

6:00 - 7:00 pm Communal Dinner:  Catch up with old friends and make new ones!  

LOCATION SHUL 

7:10 - 8:15 pm 

Rabbi Ben Tanny: Divinity of the Torah  

How do we know God gave us the Torah? Was there really a divine revelation? Is there any scientific, 

archaeological, or mathematical proof that the Torah comes from Hashem?   
Join Rabbi Ben Tanny as we explore a selection of Torah texts and logical reasoning in uncovering the 

Torah’s divinity.  

8:30 - 9:30 pm 

 

Andy Bromberger: How music saved 1000 lives; the birth of the Israel Philharmonic 

In 1935, following  passage of the Nuremberg Laws, the world renowned violinist Bronislaw Huberman 
decided to establish the Palestine Orchestra by recruiting the best European Jewish musicians who were no 
longer allowed to perform. Miraculously he managed to convince 80 musicians to leave Europe for the cultural 

wasteland of Palestine and on 26 December 1936 they gave their inaugural concert conducted by the world's 
leading conductor, Toscanini. Huberman not only saved 1000 lives but established one of the world's greatest 
orchestras, the Israel Philharmonic. 

 
 

9:30 pm Finish 

FRIDAY 7 JUNE 

6:00 pm Progressive Shabbat Service 

6:00 pm Orthodox Shabbat Service 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS DURING LIMMUD  

Saturday Sessions The Shlichim will be running an exciting Youth and Children’s program after dinner. 

Sunday Sessions The Shlichim will be running a number of Youth and Children’s activities following lunch. 



SHAVUOT: SUNDAY 9 JUNE 

9:30 am Orthodox Service 

12 noon Communal Lunch 

LOCATION SHUL CLASSROOM ONE 

12:50 - 1:30 pm 
HE Mark Sofer, Ambassador of Israel to 
Australia: The Intersection of Faith, 
Peoplehood and Diplomacy. 

Rachel Neumann: Clones and Surrogacy - 
How to Honour Your Parents 

One’s lineage (Yiddish: yichus) impacts many 

of the everyday rituals in Judaism; how we are 
called to the Torah, our tribal status (Cohen/Israel/
Levi), etc. More directly, one of G-d’s most important 

commands is to honour our parents. But what 
happens when our lineage can’t be traced in the 
usual way? How do we perform these rituals and 

mitzvot when our physical being is a product of 
multiple sources (surrogacy) or only a single one 
(cloning)? Though one of these options is only a 

theoretical future reality, come find out about the 
practical implications of these two genetic 
challenges to Halacha. 

1:45 - 2:45 pm 

Rabbi Ben Tanny: God is in My Backpack 

What is it like to keep Shabbat on the Kokoda 
trail? How about finding kosher sushi on Easter 

Island? How does one daven on a boat in Antarctica? 
Rabbi Ben Tanny has travelled across seven 

continents and to over 75 countries. Ben has written 

numerous Jewish themed travel articles for 
newspapers, magazines, and websites and is the 

author of several books including, ‘God is in my 
backpack,’ and ‘Camping on Shabbat.’ 

 Come listen to some fascinating travel stories 

followed by a Q & A session.  

Shalev NessAiver: What’s a Jew to do with 
Artificial Intelligence (AI)? Halakhic morality 
and the Trolley Car Problem.  

The looming prospect of self-driving cars and 
other AI innovations forces us to confront our own 

ethical assumptions: thought experiments are 
becoming real.  Join the discussion and contrast 
your own moral intuition with Jewish thought as we 

look at how to teach our machines to make the hard 
choices. 

3:00 - 4:00 pm  

Tim Hollo: How inclusive is Australian 
politics? A journey through s44 and beyond  

 

Tim Hollo spent 14 months, huge effort and 
substantial funds renouncing citizenships in order to 

run for parliament, thanks to the recent high profile 
cases around s44 of the Australian Constitution. In 
this presentation, he will discuss what was involved in 

this process and what its implications are for 
Australian politics. 

 

4:15 pm Finish 

MONDAY 10 JUNE 

9:30 am Orthodox Services with a communal Kiddush following services 




