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IN MEMORY OF WALTER BLUMENFELD 

Wally Blumenfeld died on Anzac Day, 25 April 2016, following a fall. 

Wally was an active member of the ACT Jewish Community. He also volunteered for the SES 

Reserves, the Australian War Memorial, the St John Ambulance, and as a ski patroller. 

Born in Berlin in 1930, Wally and his family fled to England during World War II and eventually 

settled in Australia. 

In the 1950s, Wally worked his way up the ranks of the Merchant Navy, as well as joining the 

Royal Navy Reserves, before joining the 32 Small Ships Squadron of the Royal Australian 

Engineers in 1964. 

He then navigated ships in Borneo, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea and Vietnam during the 1960s 

as a lieutenant commander and provided supplies to Australian and US troops during the 

Vietnam War. 

Wally left the Army and joined the Marine Operation Centre in Canberra where he saw out a 

distinguished career in maritime search and rescue. 

He began volunteering for the SES 37 years ago, using his past military experience. As well as 

helping to contain Canberra's bushfires in 2003, Wally was deployed to New South Wales during 

the Newcastle and Maitland floods and Sydney following a major hail storm. More recently he 

was involved in the 2015 search for Kathleen Bautista — the teenager who survived in the bush 

for seven days after crashing her car down an embankment. 

Wally retired to the SES Reserves in March 2016.  

Members of the ACT Jewish Community, members of the SES,  

ex Army and Navy personnel, and friends and family farewelled Wally at a memorial service at 

the chapel at the Royal Military College Duntroon on Friday 6 May 2016 at 1:00pm. 

 

NOTE: This article was sourced from http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-05-03/long-serving-act-ses-volunteer-walter

-blumenfeld-dies/7378396. 



GRAVESIDE SERMON 

RABBI  ALON MELTZER 

It is with sadness that we join here today to farewell a dear friend and a beautiful soul. Sending 

Walter Blumenfeld, Michael Shlomo ben Menachem to his final resting place. 

The Torah, the Jewish bible states, in Bereshit 3:19 

 

Walter, today, your loved ones gather, your community gathers, your family gathers to return 

you to the dust from which you came. We do so begrudgingly, not yet ready to farewell a man of 

such depth, fortitude, and humanity. Not yet ready to say goodbye to a soul so kind and 

dedicated, and remarkably humble.  

As it is the festival of Passover, we are in a quandary, on the one hand we are not allowed to 

mourn in the traditional manner, and on the other hand there is much to mourn in the passing 

of Walter. Therefore this afternoon’s service will include the recitation of Psalms, words by 

Walter’s children Monique and Michael, and from his wife Helen. These will not be traditional 

eulogies of lament, but an opportunity to celebrate the life of Walter, and farewell him. We will 

also not recite the memorial prayers. 

Psalm 15; Psalm 23;  Psalm 16 

 

EULOGY 

Walter Blumenfeld, Michael Shlomo ben Menachem, the son of Elsa and Martin, was truly an 

amazing man. A dedicated husband, a loving father, an adored and much loved oupa. A man of 

true humility and depth that many of us are only just beginning to comprehend.  

Born in Berlin Germany, his mother working in a chemist, his father as a French correspondent, 

hailing from a family of musical prodigies of the Vienna Orchestra, yet not endowed with a 

musical ear, Walter, or Wally as everyone referred to him, not only travelled the world, but lived 

and absorbed the world, and everything that it included. 

Born at a time of great tumult and upheaval, his Aunt, who was dwelling in England, rescued the 

family one by one, Wally was only 7 years old. After six months they had a choice, either 

Australia or the USA. The family arrived on these shores, Martin, in a three piece suit and long 

jacket, with the sun blazing down at a balmy 43 degrees. 

Walter was a man of action and doing. He couldn’t go to school so completed it by 

correspondence and at 16 he went to sea. Starting as a deckhand in the merchant navy, working 

his way up to Lieutenant Commander of the 32nd Small Ship Squad. He served in Vietnam and 

With the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, until 

you return to the ground, for you were taken 

therefrom, for dust you are, and to dust you will 

return." 

ל  ָך אֶּ ם ַעד ׁשּובְּ חֶּ יָך תֹּאַכל לֶּ ֵזַעת ַאפֶּ בְּ

ל  אֶּ י ָעָפר ַאָתה וְּ ָת כִּ ָנה ֻלָקחְּ מֶּ י מִּ ָהֲאָדָמה כִּ

 ָעָפר ָתׁשּוב:



Borneo, and was one of the first Europeans to sail up the Sepic River, the first European to see 

the indigenous people of that area. 

Helen shared an anecdote that when she was pregnant with Michael he was asked to go to 

Vietnam for 4 weeks, but it turned into 9 months. He was a dedicated man to both his family 

and his mates, as well as anybody in between.  

Wally and Helen were married in 1966, and as their eldest Michael began school Wally believed 

it was time to settle down, and made Canberra his home. It is here he studied economics, learnt 

and practiced four languages, and began working in the translation of legal documents. 

Canberra has been the place where the children were raised and the family established.  

Monique shared that if one was to set Wally a challenge he would prove that he could do it. He 

never complained or made a fuss, he would just up and go. 

Wally was a member of the Special Emergency Services for over 35 years, retiring only in March 

this year. He would also volunteer at the Australian War Memorial, St John Ambulance, and was 

a cross-country ski patroller at Perisher Blue during winter. He would cycle every morning, 

kayak and bushwalk. He was always looking for an adventure. 

We are in the midst of Pesach, and tomorrow we will read of the splitting of the sea. As the 

Egyptians were chasing the Jewish people, they were trapped with nowhere to go. A terrible cry 

arose from thousands of women and children, and the men turned their faces to heaven and 

prayed fervently.  

Many voices rose in anger against Moses. There were men who had joined the Israelites in the 

hour of their triumph, but now that everything seemed lost, they were panic stricken. "Are there 

no graves in Egypt that thou has taken us away, to die in the wilderness?" they cried to Moses. 

"Fear not!" Moses tried to reassure them. "Be prepared to see G‑d's salvation .... G‑d will fight 

for you . . . .!" 

Their fears did not dissipate, Moses began to doubt the people and the mission, and then 

according to midrash Nachshon the son of Aminadav jumps into the water, and the water splits. 

Nachson was not afraid, he did not listen to the dissenters, he did not search for glory, he was 

not looking for reward – he just wanted to get on with it, solve the problem and keep moving 

forward. I believe that Wally was a modern day Nachshon.  

He was a do-gooder, he never turned anyone down. Helen shared with me that she would let 

him practice his first aid on her, and would give him a piece of her mind, that if he wasn’t careful 

with bandaging her arm the patient would have two broken limbs. 

He was always moving forward, always helping one another, never stopping. He was fit and 

healthy, he was strong and courageous. He refused to stop. He had a bike accident some years 

back, and spent 8 weeks in traction. He was told that he would not make it or wouldn’t be able 

to walk again, yet he did.  

He was humble and quiet. He was private about his faith, yet was so very religious about his 

observances. He was our go to minyan man on many occasions, and was steadfast in his saying 

kaddish for all his family members that needed it said.  

He was proud but never forceful. He always had a smile on his face, usually ear to ear.  

The grandchildren all loved their Oupa, they saw him as a cute little man who would give them 

whatever they wanted. His grandson Dion spent the last week with Ouma and Oupa, and the 



two of them spent time running to get lollies from the milk bar and ice creams. Wally had the 

biggest sweet tooth, he always had a jar in the cupboard filled with sweets. 

Wally wasn’t the best driver, his family would follow him and spend the entire time driving 

behind in a fit of tears and laughter. Wally would drive around with the indicator lights on, either 

in the cycle lane or swerving across lanes. One day he even forgot to take his bicycle helmet off 

from the ride, and drove the whole way home with it on. His smile once again framing his face 

from ear to ear. 

He was proud of the life that he lived, and proud of the way in which he served others. Each 

year he would march in the ANZAC day parade, this year even though he could not march he 

waited for his son Michael to return from marching with his medals until he passed. 

Wally will be missed by his colleagues, his peers, his family, his community as a man that helped 

people. It was his true calling. His main mission. And for that he has left such an impact on all 

who knew him and all who were touched by this beautiful soul. 

The impact that he leaves, the name that he leaves, will live on in all those whom he had 

touched. And that is a true blessing of comfort to all of us. 

The Ethics of our Fathers, states “Rabbi Shimon says there are three crowns: the crown of Torah, 

the crown of priesthood and the crown of kingship, but the crown of a good name (keter shem 

tov) rises above them all”.  

Wally was not a scholar of Torah, though he knew much and was very dedicated to his people 

and his faith. He was not of the priesthood or of the crown of kings, he was modest and 

humble, never trying to elevate himself, only to inspire others. Yet he leaves behind the greatest 

crown one could have – that of a shem tov, a good name. And what a good name it is. Truly a 

remarkable soul, with such an incredible legacy. 

Our condolences, and birkat nechama, blessings of comfort, are extended to Helen, Michael and 

Kim, Monique and John, Eva and Harry, and Dion. May you continue to hear about his name and 

his deeds for many years to come, and may his legacy continue to inspire you all, and everyone 

who hears about him. 

We will now continue with the recitation of Psalm 121 

Psalm 130 

Psalm 91 

At this point we will carry the coffin and recite the final Yoshev BeSeter Elyon. 



 

SES volunteer Walter Blumenfeld, 85, hangs up his 

harness one last time 

 
ABC Radio Canberra  
By Kim Lester 

Updated 23 Mar 2016, 3:10pm 
 
 
 
 

 

PHOTO: Walter Blumenfeld hopes retiring from the SES will give him more time with his 
family. (Supplied: Mark Hallam) 

 

RELATED STORY: Missing teen found alive after week surviving on creek water 

 

 

After 37 years as a volunteer for the State Emergency Service (SES) in Belconnen, 85-
year-old Walter Blumenfeld is retiring — but that doesn't mean his schedule is 
suddenly free. 

The Vietnam vet also volunteers at the Australian War Memorial, St John Ambulance, and is a 
cross-country ski patroller at Perisher Blue during winter. 

He said he hoped stepping back from the SES would give him more time with his wife and 
grandchildren. 

"My wife's had to put up with a lot of things — me being away and having to get up in the 
middle of the night," he said. 

"She coped very well but she was used to it. We'd only been married a little while and my son 
was only very young when I went to Vietnam." 

http://www.abc.net.au/canberra
http://www.abc.net.au/news/kim-lester/3807672
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-03-23/walter-blumenfeld-in-tree/7270508
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-03-23/walter-blumenfeld-in-tree/7270508
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-09-11/missing-canberra-teen-kathleen-bautista-found-alive/6767864


Weathering the storm 

Mr Blumenfeld grew up on a farm and had a long career as a deck officer in the commercial 
shipping industry before moving to Canberra to work in maritime safety and search and 
rescue. 

He was 50 when he decided his work experience might make him useful to the SES. 

 

PHOTO: Walter Blumenfeld's age has begun to limit the jobs he can attend for the SES. (Kim Lester) 

 

 

The role has involved flood evacuations, storm preparations and clean up, and he has taken 
part in several searches for missing people. 

Last year Mr Blumenfeld was part of the search for Kathleen Bautista — the teenager who 
survived in the bush for seven days after crashing her car down an embankment. 

But not all search jobs had a happy ending. 

"I don't want to go into detail, but quite some years ago there was a search in a park on the 
northside just adjoining New South Wales and there was a man unfortunately [found]," he 
said. 

"There was counselling beforehand and certainly a counselling session afterwards, and we 
do have a chaplain as well." 

'Wally is a legend' 

Despite his physical fitness — Mr Blumenfeld's hobbies include cross-country skiing, 
kayaking, bike riding and going to the gym — his age has begun to limit the jobs he can 
attend for the SES. 

"A lot of young, much fitter people than me are in there now," he said. 

"I don't go on roofs or that sort of thing anymore. 

"I've also go a hearing defect and it wasn't really safe for me to go on storm damage 
anymore." 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-03-23/walter-blumenfeld-in-ses-truck/7269422
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-03-23/walter-blumenfeld-in-ses-truck/7269422


 

PHOTO: Walter Blumenfeld has competed in NavShield run by the Bushwalkers Wilderness Rescue 
Squad. (Supplied: Mark Hallam) 

 

 

Belconnen SES unit commander Clive Gibbs said Mr Blumenfeld's long service was 
remarkable — not just because he was the oldest SES volunteer in Canberra, but because the 
average time volunteers serve is five years. 

"What can I say about Wally — he is a legend," Mr Gibbs said. 

"He's always the first to volunteer, he always comes with a smile on his face and he's always 
happy to help people." 

 

Source: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-03-23/85-year-old-ses-volunteer-hangs-up-his-

harness/7269962 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-03-23/walter-blumenfeld-caving/7269474
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-03-23/walter-blumenfeld-caving/7269474
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-03-23/walter-blumenfeld-caving/7269474


 

Long-serving SES volunteer Walter Blumenfeld 
dies aged 85 

 
ABC Radio Canberra  
By Kim Lester 

Posted 3 May 2016, 3:15pm 
 
 

PHOTO: Walter Blumenfeld died one month after retiring as a SES volunteer. (ABC: Kim Lester) 

RELATED STORY: 85-year-old SES volunteer hangs up his harness 

 

 

Walter Blumenfeld, the oldest volunteer of the ACT State Emergency 
Service, has died aged 85. 

On the verge of his retirement from active service in March, Mr Blumenfeld 
spoke to 666 ABC Canberra about his years of service. 
 
At the time he said he planned to continue in the SES Reserves as well as in 
other volunteer roles with the Australian War Memorial and St John 
Ambulance and as a ski patroller. 

However Mr Blumenfeld died on Anzac Day following a fall. 

ACTSES chief officer Conrad Barr told 666 ABC Canberra's Adam Shirley that 
Mr Blumenfeld's death left a hole in the ranks of the service. 

"He's had an incredible involvement in [the SES] since 1979 and we were all 
looking forward to Wally being around as an elder statesman for many more 

http://www.abc.net.au/canberra
http://www.abc.net.au/news/kim-lester/3807672
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-05-03/walter-blumenfeld-in-ses-truck/7378684
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-03-23/85-year-old-ses-volunteer-hangs-up-his-harness/7269962


years to come," Mr Barr said. 

A life of service 

Born in Berlin in 1930, Mr Blumenfeld and his family fled to England during 
World War II and eventually settled in Australia. 

 

PHOTO: In the 1950s Walter Blumenfeld joined the Royal Navy Reserves and spent time on British 
destroyers and a submarine. (Supplied) 

 

He grew up on a Wyong farm where his father worked the land while his 
mother worked in the guesthouse. 

In the 1950s Mr Blumenfeld worked his way up the ranks of the Merchant 
Navy, as well as joining the Royal Navy Reserves, before joining the 32 Small 
Ships Squadron of the Royal Australian Engineers in 1964. 

Throughout the 1960s, as lieutenant commander, he navigated ships in 
Borneo, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea and Vietnam and provided stores to 
Australian and US troops during the Vietnam War. 

Mr Blumenfeld left the Army and joined the Marine Operation Centre in 
Canberra where he saw out a distinguished career in maritime search and 
rescue. 

He began volunteering for the SES 37 years ago. 

"I'd been settled here in Canberra for a few years and I was looking for some 
other interests and I thought that with my past military experience that I 
could be useful to the SES," he told the ABC in March. 

As well as helping to contain Canberra's bushfires in 2003, Mr Blumenfeld 
was deployed to New South Wales during the Newcastle and Maitland floods 
and Sydney following a major hail storm. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-05-03/walter-blumenfeld-navy-reserves/7379184
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-05-03/walter-blumenfeld-navy-reserves/7379184
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-05-03/walter-blumenfeld-navy-reserves/7379184


More recently he was involved in the 2015 search for Kathleen Bautista — the 
teenager who survived in the bush for seven days after crashing her car 
down an embankment. 

Active to the end 

When Mr Blumenfeld retired to the Reserves in March he said he would leave 
it for the volunteers who were younger and fitter than him. 

However Mr Barr said age was no barrier to Mr Blumenfeld's determination. 

 

 

PHOTO: Walter Blumenfeld competed in 10 NavShield 
competitions. (Supplied: ACT Emergency Services Agency) 

 

 

"Wally was what you would call a freak of nature with his fitness and his 
activity right until the last," Mr Barr said. 

"He was also a very keen cyclist and was still very active in that and happy to 
cycle wherever he could. 

"Put that with his ski patrolling, his SES, his War Memorial, his St John 
volunteering and it's an incredible community contribution and something 
that we all expected that he would be still involved in to one degree or 
another while he enjoyed his retirement from active service with the SES." 

He also enjoyed kayaking, going to the gym, and was a competitive cross-
country skier. 

From 2005 to 2015, Mr Blumenfeld took part in the annual NavShield (NSW 
Emergency Services Wilderness Navigation Shield) competition. 

The rogaine course can take around 12 hours to compete and Mr Blumenfeld 
said it was good for training the mindset of an SES volunteer. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-05-03/walter-blumenfeld-caving/7378680
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-05-03/walter-blumenfeld-caving/7378680


"You're actually going through quite thick scrub at times and walking quite 
long distances," he said. 

"After [competing for] 10 years you get a clock and I was determined to get 
that clock." 

In 2008, Mr Blumenfeld was named as an ACT finalist in the Australian of the 
Year Local Hero Awards. 

At the time he said his secret was to keep active, stay abreast of events 
overseas and participate. 

SOUNDCLOUD: Interview with Walter Blumenfeld 

A legacy that will inspire 

Mr Barr said Mr Blumenfeld had been a mentor and friend to his fellow 
volunteers and he hoped his legacy would continue to inspire the ranks. 

"Wally was an inspiration to people and we're still working through the detail 
of how we ensure — not just in people's memory, but in the life of the service 
— his deeds and service are a continuing inspiration for others," he said. 

"There's a range of options there and what we want to do is work through in 
a sensitive way with Wally's colleagues, Wally's family and other members of 
the service [to find] the most appropriate and fitting ongoing tribute." 

Family and friends have been invited to a memorial service at the chapel at 
Royal Military College Duntroon on Friday at 1:00pm. 

The family has nominated St John Ambulance to receive donations in lieu of 
flowers. 

 

Source: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-05-03/long-serving-act-ses-volunteer-
walter-blumenfeld-dies/7378396 

https://soundcloud.com/666abccanberra/interview-with-walter-blumenfeld

