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IN MEMORY OF MIRIAM GELLIBRAND 

MIRIAM ELIZABETH GELLIBRAND DIED ON 2 JANUARY 2018 AT MUDGEE HOSPITAL AGED 86 YEARS 

AFTER A SHORT ILLNESS. 

SHE WAS A LONG STANDING MEMBER OF THE ACT JEWISH COMMUNITY. 

AFTER LEAVING CANBERRA, MIRIAM LIVED IN WINBOURNE STREET, MUDGEE. 

MIRIAM WAS THE MUCH LOVED MOTHER AND MOTHER-IN-LAW OF ELENA AND RICHARD, GINA AND 

MARK, JON AND ROSS, TOM AND KATE, THE ADORED GRANDMA MIM OF ASTRID, MILES, SOPHIA, LEO 

AND JOSEPH, AND THE CHERISHED SISTER OF JOHN. 

RELATIVES AND FRIENDS ATTENDED THE GRAVESIDE FUNERAL SERVICE FOR MIRIAM AT WODEN 

CEMETERY, CANBERRA ON 4 JANUARY 2018 AT 2:30PM.  

 

 

Source: http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/miriam-gellibrand-obituary?pid=187716906&view=guestbook. 



Miriam Gellibrand (also known as Mary, Tuppy, Poppy, 

Mim and Grandma Mim), was born in Canberra to Thomas 

Ianson Gellibrand and Joyce Mary (nee Wise). 

They lived on a property called 'Charnwood', now a suburb 

of Canberra. 

She had a wide range of interests and excelled at many 

pursuits, never shying away from hard work, particularly if 

it involved, music, dogs, horses, orienteering, four- wheel 

driving, knitting, dressmaking or quilting. 

At school, she was an A grade tennis player. 

She was also an excellent short hand typist, an occupation 

that kept her in good stead before qualifying as a music 

teacher and later as an English as a second language 

teacher. 

Awarded a Diploma of Music at the University of 

Melbourne, she went on to play the ’cello in the ABC 

Training Orchestra in 1966, joining the Canberra 
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Symphony Orchestra in 1972, and formed the Mainly Mozart String Quartet in 1997, which 

continues to this day. She also played with the community orchestra Musica da Camera and 

other orchestras. 

Her love of dogs saw her volunteering at the ACT Companion Dog Club as a senior instructor for 

many years, and trained her beloved German Shepherds and later poodles to the highest levels. 

Horses were another of her great loves. Mum was in the saddle before she could walk, and took 

up dressage and trail riding again in Canberra, as an adult, participating in the Centenary ride 

from Melbourne to Cooktown in 1988, riding the Murrumbateman to Wee Jasper leg. She was 

also the vice president of the Monaro Horse Trekkers for a time. 

Mum did a lot of volunteering and community work for the Jewish Community and later Legacy. 

Her mother Joyce lived with the family for many years, and provided much support to Mum, 

taking good care of her children and the household. 

Mum was very proud of the achievements of her grandfather - Major General Sir John 

Gellibrand, his military career and role in establishing Legacy. 

Mum embraced change and was always up for a challenge. She left the Anglican Church, 

adopting the Jewish faith in 1996, and at that time changed her name from Mary to Miriam. 



Miriam worked at the ACT Jewish Community Centre as the Executive Secretary from February 

1991 to August 1995 and assisted with many community events, including lunch and lecture. 

Her pet hate was the misuse of the English language, including poor diction, pronunciation, 

spelling, punctuation and grammar. The nightly TV news was a regular source of 

consternation. 

Strong minded, independent, dignified, elegant, kind, gentle, lovely, and having a good sense 

of humour are words often used to describe our beloved mother. 

She was loved and will be deeply missed by her 

children, Elena, Gina, Jon and Tom, 

grandchildren, Astrid, Miles, Sophia, Leo and 

Joe, and great grandchild Sterling, brother John 

and nephew David, their partners and wives, 

Richard, Mark, Ross,  Kate, Denise, James and 

Margaret. 

A memorial service was held at the National 

Arboretum on 3 March 2018. Mainly Mozart 

String Quartet, the chamber group Miriam 

established in 1997 played, which was a 

beautiful and personal send off for Miriam. 


