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Ellen Miller died on 4 April 2018. She was the dearly loved wife of Robert and beloved 

mother of Juliet and Katya. 

Ellen was a long term member of our community.  

 

Members of the ACT Jewish Community, friends and family attended Ellen’s funeral 

at the Woden Cemetery on Tuesday 10 April 2018 at 1:00 pm.  Rabbi Shimon Eddi 

officiated. 

Eulogies were delivered by her daughters Juliet and Katya. 



IN MEMORY OF ELLEN MILLER 

JULIET MORRIS & KATYA SACKS 

 

Thank you everybody for coming today to join us in honouring and celebrating the precious and 

fascinating life of Ellen Miller.  

 

Mary Ellen was born in Geneva Alabama on 19th of September, 1934. Her father, J.D., was a 

railway engineer and her mother, Fanny Lee was a devoted mother and wife.  Ellen grew up in 

the small town of Sanford, Florida. At a young age she discovered her passion for drama and was 

the lead in many high school plays and musicals.  

 

In 1952, she attended Stetson University and in that year was voted the “Outstanding Freshman 

Girl.” Ellen continued her love of theatre by studying speech and drama. At university she was 

also involved in a number of drama productions including “The Imaginary Invalid” with Ted 

Cassidy who would later become “Lurch” in the Adam’s Family TV Series.  

 

Following her parent’s divorce, Ellen was forced to leave university after only two years of study. 

She moved to Washington D.C. and got a job working with the FBI as a typist in the department 

that trained agents. J Edgar Hoover was the big boss. After a year, having earned enough money 

to support herself, she was able to return to university and completed her B.A. degree in English 

in 1957. 

 

Ellen met Bob in the summer of 1957. He was a handsome lifeguard on the beach when the 

gorgeous Ellen caught his eye. After the summer, Bob left for Harvard University to commence 

his Phd. They frequently wrote letters to each other to continue their courtship.  

 

In July 1958, Ellen and Bob got married in Brookline Massachusetts. While Bob continued 

studying at Harvard for another four years, Ellen supported them working in various interesting 

jobs including the Department of Religion at Harvard for Drs Cross and Wright; two of the men 

who helped translate the Dead Sea Scrolls. During this period, Bob taught Russian and Politics at 

the elite Choate School in Wallingford, Connecticut, where they were houseparents to students 

such as the heirs to the Tiffany jewellery empire. 

 

In the autumn of 1962, Ellen and Bob set sail for the USSR to live in Moscow where Bob 

undertook further research for his PhD. Ellen spent her days studying Russian and cooking and 

running the household in primitive conditions in the dormitory in which they lived. Palatable food 

was hard to come by, however they had access to the commissary at the American Embassy, 

which had slim pickings of oranges and pasta. They travelled extensively throughout the USSR 

during their time there. Being a lover of literature, a highlight for Ellen was visiting Tolstoy’s 

home. 

 

Upon returning to Cambridge Mass, Bob completed his Ph.D and Ellen worked to support them. 

They lived in the attic of a three-storey building, which they shared with a GP and his politically 

active wife, Mrs Kaminsky, who was a ward boss for the local Democratic Party. These were 

colourful and kind characters and Ellen often enjoyed their hospitality. 



 

Ellen became pregnant with Juliet and they moved to St Louis in 1964 where Bob taught at 

Washington University. In 1967 Katya was born. Over the following years we lived in various US 

cities and Belgrade, Yugoslavia. Living in Yugoslavia was an interesting, happy and exciting time 

in Ellen’s life. She made some wonderful, lifetime friends during this period and learned to 

speak Serbo-Croatian. 

 

In 1973 Bob was offered a job at the ANU and the Miller family moved to Australia - Ellen was 39 

years old at the time. Initially she found the transition to life in Australia very difficult and she 

says it took her a good 10 years to adjust. It was so far away from family and friends. However, 

with her own small family unit and new friends she began to enjoy life in Australia. Over the 

years, Ellen and Bob continued to enjoy a lot of overseas travel and maintained strong ties with 

their friends from the USA and the former Yugoslavia. 

 

Ellen and Bob’s love of travel and adventure has had a profound influence on Katya and I. Ellen 

kept very detailed travel diaries for everywhere they went. These intriguing stories peaked our 

desire to experience the world with our own families. 

 

Ellen and Bob’s keen interest in art, history and literature, fastidiously recorded in both these 

travel diaries and the literature lists she wrote for Katya and I, will forever guide us in the future. 

 

We all loved Ellen dearly - such a kind, wise and generous wife, mother, grandmother and friend 

- the world has now lost a sprinkling of colour and sunshine. 


