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REPORT
YAEL CASS
PRESIDENT

INTRODUCTION
Over 2017 the Board of the ACT Jewish Community
(ACTJC) has continued to implement our ambitious and
innovative programs to support Jewish life in the
nation’s capital and to work with our national Jewish
peak bodies, such as the ECAJ, the ZFA, the NCJWA and
the JCA, to represent Australian Jewry to the political
and diplomatic communities.

PRIORITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS
IN 2017
1. COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
In 2017 we have continued to build the membership of
our community and to provide a diverse range of
services for community members. A primary goal of
the ACTJC is to further education for children, youth
and adults and to enhance member engagement,
especially of young people and families. To that end,
we have strengthened or established the following
major programs:

Adult Education: The ACTJC has offered regular

adult education programming throughout the year
including multiple courses addressing Jewish texts,
culture and history. This has been enhanced by our
regular Lunch’n’Lecture series, by our ambitious
Limmud Shavuot program which in 2017 brought in
speakers and attendance of over 120 people from
across the region and interstate. Working with our
affiliate organisations such as the NCJWA Canberra
chapter, the Australian Jewish Historical Society and

the ACT Zionist Council, we have been able to enhance
the offering of guest speakers and scholars. In 2017,
we held our inaugural joint Yom Ha’Shoah Memorial
Service with the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies which
enabled us to welcome Morris Gleitzman to speak to a
large audience about his creative work to
commemorate the Holocaust. We hope to continue
this partnership with the JBD in 2018.

Young Adult Education and Engagement:

Strategic partnerships with organisations such as
Moishe House Without Walls has seen continued
growth in engagement with young adults. Rabbi
Meltzer and our first cohort of shlichim, Raz and
Rotem, have been instrumental in ensuring that young
adults, both on campus in the ACT and new entrants to
the workforce, are actively engaged by running
programs for their demographic. We have held
dinners, celebrations and a weekend coast trip
specifically for young adults. We have celebrated one
wedding, one engagement and several brit milah and
baby naming services for young families in our
community.

Youth Education: 2017 has seen further

engagement with our youth aged post bat and bar
mitzvah, with two of our teenagers graduating from
being participants to being madrichim in our youth
movement. We have a strong cohort of madrichim
drawing from multiple Jewish youth movements who
take an active role in running programs with our
children, including running our inaugural Jewish Youth
movement camp for around 25 children outside of
Canberra. We have continued to provide a tween and
teen fortnightly program with our shlichim as leaders.
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Child and Youth Education: Our flagship child

education program has been driven by our shlichim
and delivers an extensive education program for
nearly 40 school age children through a Sunday cheder
program and after-school programs delivered in
members’ houses. We hold a monthly Tot Shabbat
program; and a weekly youth movement program as a
pluralist movement, Canberra Tnua Tzionit/Canberra
Zionist Youth (CaTZ), under the auspices of the
Australian Zionist Youth Council. Our CaTZ movement
has built strong relationships with national youth
movements including Hineni, Netzer, Bnei Akiva and
Habonim Dror. More than 100 youth and teen
education classes and 26 youth movement activities
have been provided in the year to October 2017.

Professional Leadership: We have been privileged

to have the support and creativity of Rabbi Alon
Meltzer to help drive the growth of our community
programming and services over the last three and a
half years. R Meltzer and Linsay have become integral
to our communal activity and leadership, working
closely with our Board members and volunteers to
maintain a hectic schedule of activity over the year.
We are immensely grateful to the contribution of this
remarkable couple and wish them both all the best for
their next engagement in Sydney from 2018 when
Rabbi Meltzer commences work with the Shalom
Institute.
The Board has run a communal consultation process
to inform our recruitment process for the next Rabbi
of the ACTJC. The process is nearing completion for
commencement in 2018. A new shlichim couple has
been engaged after a search process undertaken with
the Jewish Agency and the ZFA and they commenced
work with our community in early October. Our
commitment to maintain a professional staff remains
a high priority for the ACTJC Board.

2. ACTJC BUILDING PROJECT AND CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN
Our 2016 Capital Campaign was successful and has
allowed our community to proceed with a two-stage
construction process to expand the National Jewish
Memorial Centre over 2017 and 2018.
The first stage entails building a perimeter security
fence and rebuilding the current main wing of the
Centre. The second stage entails construction of a
new wing, office space and additional meeting and
classrooms for our local membership and to provide a
national facility for the Jewish community.
A security consultancy firm, recommended by the CJCS
and CSG Sydney, has worked closely with our
architects and the Building Committee to produce a
design which meets security requirements for Jewish
communal facilities. We have engaged a project
manager, Xact, to assist with review and coordination
of the development of tender specifications and
detailed building plans, assessment of tenders for
each stage of construction of the new facility and
strategies for costs management and reduction.
Following a tender process, we have selected a
construction firm and have finalised a revised plan for
construction of the perimeter security fence and for
redevelopment of the existing wing of the Centre. We
expect building work to commence shortly. Detailed
plans and specifications for the new wing of the
National Jewish Centre are being finalised. Work has
also progressed on options for the development of an
Australian Jewish War Memorial as part of the
redevelopment of the National Jewish Centre. This is
intended to be a ceremonial space for events such as
Anzac Day to honour Jewish military personnel killed in
all wars, with an Honour Roll to be developed in line
with the Australian War Memorial citation protocol.
Concept drawings for the Australian Jewish War
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Memorial are currently being developed and costed
for consultation with ACTJC members andstakeholders
such as FAJEX and NAJEX.
Work has also been completed in 2017 on a broader
site strategic plan, as a living document, to clarify short
and medium-term potential use of the broader land
area held by the ACTJC under our concessional lease.
This site strategic plan was discussed at our Special
General Meeting this year and sets out potential
priorities for additional use of our land beyond the
current development of the National Jewish Memorial
Centre which accord with the terms of our lease.

3. GOVERNANCE AND ENGAGEMENT WITH
NATIONAL JEWISH ORGANISATIONS
A third priority of the ACTJC Board in 2017 has been to
continue to strengthen the governance of our
community and to enhance our engagement with
national Jewish organisations.
As part of this priority, we have continued to refine
and disseminate existing and new policies for
governance of the ACTJC as well as a Board
Governance Manual and guidelines for Board
members. Our Child Protection Policy and Jewish Care
Policy is under regular review to protect and support
the most vulnerable members of our community. The
Board monitors member awareness formally and
informally, requires evidence of WWVP checks for all
staff and volunteers working with children and with
our Jewish Care services and has delivered
professional training for key workers and volunteers.
We have continued to implement our revised ACTJC
Privacy Policy to ensure that members are aware of
the use, protection and control of members’ personal
information which is collected and stored by the
ACTJC. In 2017 we reviewed and revised our ACTJC
Security Policy to set out the procedures and
guidelines to maximise the level of security provided
for members and guests of the ACTJC when visiting
and using the services of the National Jewish Memorial
Centre. Our Security Committee, ably led by Robert
Cussel, has been active in ensuring we have full
security cover by volunteers for all major communal
events and religious services. My immense thanks to
Robert and his team for their efforts on this project.
In 2017 we were granted DGR status by the ATO for
our combined Library, Museum and Art Gallery (CLMA)
fund, in addition to the existing Canberra Jewish
Education Building Fund. The CLMA status recognises
the facility and services we provide to the public to
enable access to our library collection, operating in
partnership with the Lamm Library, and to display our
cultural artefacts as a museum of Judaica and art
gallery. Our library comprises several hundred books
covering historical, cultural and religious material on
Judaism and the Jewish people. The art gallery

contains works of varied genre including pieces
depicting Jewish themes or of Israel as well as pieces
of sculpture and craft. Our museum holdings
comprise torah scrolls, religious artefacts and
nationally significant items of Judaica gifted by the
Commonwealth of Australia. Our cultural collections
provide visitors with an overview of the history of the
Jewish community in Canberra, the history of the
National Jewish Memorial Centre itself, and an
introduction to Judaism.
This year we have also developed and endorsed a
CLMA Collection and Acquisition Policy which sets the
framework for development, management and
acquisition of resources for our library, museum and
art gallery. We have established a dedicated Collection
Committee with professional and skilled volunteers
who assist with maintaining and cataloguing our
collection. Our collection is open and accessed by the
public. We have developed and endorsed a Visitors
Policy for ensuring public access to our cultural
collections supervised by our staff and volunteer
guides.
Pre-booked tours for special interest groups and
schools are available. This development has been a
labour of love by an extremely hardy band of
volunteers. My huge thanks for their efforts and
achievements.
Over this year we have been very pleased to host
annual forums for several national Jewish
Organisations. In June 2017, the ACTJC hosted the
Plenary Meeting of the National Council of Jewish
Women of Australia. We were delighted to welcome
Jewish women from across Australia, to congratulate
the new Board of Directors of National Council and to
provide a Plenary gala dinner. The dinner took place
in the Centre’s Dr Fanny Reading Auditorium, named
in honour of NCJWA’s founder to acknowledge the
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contribution by NCJWA to the building of the Centre in
1971.

benefitted from the passion, skills and contribution of
our remarkable Board members and volunteers.

In September 2017 we hosted the 90th Anniversary
Plenary Conference of the ZFA over two days. This
Conference enabled members of the ZFA from most
States and Territories to discuss reports from key ZFA
Office Bearers to reflect upon the Israel programs, the
Russian programs, the youth movement support and
the international advocacy undertaken by the ZFA. We
also welcomed the futurist scholar Professor David
Passig, from Bar-Ilan University in Israel, who gave a
presentation on the future of world Jewry 2050 and
Merav Michaeli MK, a former commentator with
Ha’aretz and a strong advocate for women’s rights, the
Israel Peace Initiative and the Israel Women’s Network
who led a stimulating discussion on the future of the
State of Israel.

Thanks also to our professional staff in the ACTJC
office: the marvellous Vicki and Alice who run our
office like clockwork, to Arava for her tremendous
assistance with our Jewish Care support, to our first
cohort of shlichim, Raz and Rotem and to our next
partnership team of Hillel and Almog, and to all our
community volunteers who step up to serve our
community. The energy and input of all our
volunteers and staff are essential to the success of the
ACTJC.

The ACTJC Anzac Centenary Committee has been
active in 2017 to progress the installation of the
Australian Jewish War Memorial as an integrated
feature of our Ben Gurion Garden. Design work has
been advanced for an Honour Roll wall, lighting and
landscaping including a ceremonial area to honour
Jewish military personnel killed in all wars. The
Committee is currently finalising plans to hold an
ANZAC Centenary Remembrance service on Sunday
12 August 2018 to commemorate the centenary of Sir
John Monash’s knighthood and the dedication of the
Australian Jewish War Memorial.

Alon is a truly inspiring and indefatigable man who has
put his heart and soul into our community. No one
could have anticipated what a dynamic, thoughtful
and strategic man we had found upon Alon’s
engagement in 2014. He has delivered in spades for
the ACT community – bringing new ideas, imaginative
programs and tangible change and improvements to
our community. He has looked outwards and
established strong partnerships with Jewish leaders
and organisations across Australia, helping to create a
reputation and credibility for our community. He has
focused on our members – building relationships
across the spectrum of our membership, and become
a close friend to many. I wish Alon every success in his
new venture with the Shalom Institute – and know that
our national Jewish and interfaith community will
continue to benefit from his intellect, passion and
hard work.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
My thanks go to the dedicated members of the ACTJC
Board. Each member of the Board has volunteered
their time, skills and commitment to ensure that a
huge work program can be delivered professionally
over 2017. Thank you for your impressive work and
contribution to our community. We are lucky to have

But the most heartfelt and special thanks is owed to
Alon Meltzer and his wonderful family, Linsay and
girls. This dynamic couple has absolutely invigorated
our community over the last three and half years.

Alon’s contribution has helped to rebuild the
foundations of our community and his legacy will last
for years. Thank you.
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REPORT
DAVID ROSALKY
TREASURER

2016-17 YEAR IN SUMMARY
The past two years have seen the ACT Jewish
Community undertaking significant initiatives that
have involved risk, effort and much opportunity. I am
pleased to start this year’s report with the partial
fruition of these initiatives.
The past financial year saw the end-game of the
capital campaign resulting financially in capital income
flowing in (approximately $600,000) and the costs of
the campaign being met (nearly $160,000).
At the time of the last AGM, we had just gone to tender
for the perimeter security fence. As reported in the
Building Committee report, that led to much activity
involving costs to the project managers and to
architects and consultants as the project was
value-managed and restructured. The climax of the
activity was reached this month with the signing of a
contract for Phase 1 of the project.
The 2016-17 year also saw the first full year of the
major initiative involving education and activities for
children and youth. The engagement of Shlichim has
been a major element of this program and its costs.
This activity now dominates our recurrent budget with
an estimated total cost of some $220,000. That figure
includes a significant component of the rabbi’s
remuneration, the cost of the Shlichim and program
costs (mainly education materials and similar costs).
That program cost was the central element of our bid

to the JCA for the allocation for 2016-17. We bid for
and received an allocation of $220,000, against which
the Community contributed some $98,000 during our
telethon in May 2016.

2016-17 FINANCIAL OUTCOME
The financial position for 2016-17 is shown in the
tabled audited financial statements.
The revenues totalled $1,173,609.39. The major
components are:








Capital appeal

$596,778

JCA

$224,905

Carpark licence fees (gross of GST)

$180,902

Bequest income

$37,000

Donations

$20,157

Membership (net)

$34,007

 Gross income
 Less write-offs
 BPJE
 Interest

$58,226
-$24,219
$19,488
$15,158

Expenses totalled $728,354. The major components
are:

 Salaries
 Fundraising activities
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Direct Shlichim expenses

$103,076

Depreciation (total)

$61,455

Rabbi’s expenses

$44,213

community activity that can be attributed to the
facilities themselves or servicing the spaces in which
they are housed.
All donations received from this time will be receipted
through the CLMA Fund and the limits will be
scrutinised by the CLMA Committee, a governance
entity required by the rules of the Fund.

Rent (for rabbi’s family and Shlichim) $46,929

The apparent balance is a surplus of $445,256. But
that figure is a result of the capital campaign. More
realistically is the recurrent balance (after all capital
elements are removed). The recurrent outcome is as
follows:
Recurrent income
Recurrent expenses
Recurrent balance (surplus)

AUDITOR FOR THE ACTJC

$551,831
$520,517
$31,314

While we budgeted for a balanced recurrent outcome,
this figure is well within the range of uncertainty that
every year presents and is a satisfactory result.

2017-18 BUDGET
The activities and expectations for the recurrent
budget in 2017-18 are much the same as for the past
year. We are facing extra expenses through the
termination of Rabbi Meltzer’s engagement and the
engagement of a new rabbi. We also expended a
figure approaching $8,000 to establish the museum.
There was little cash cost (but much volunteer effort)
in the establishment of the library and art gallery.
On the basis of the projected budget for 2017-18, we
bid for $210,000 having raised internally nearly
$80,000 in the telethon in May of this year. At the time
of compilation of this report, the allocation for 2017-18
had not been notified to us.
This financial year will see the outlay of some $1.3m
for the cost of the Phase 1 building works which are
now taking place and expected to be completed and
paid for in the financial year. There will also be
significant outlays to the architects and consultants for
the development of the Phase 2 plans which are well
under way.

For the past several years, Ms Gail Freeman has
performed the role of auditor for the Community in a
professional and constructive way. Our financial
circumstances are changing in important ways: the
capital works and associated fund-raising have put us
into a higher category of financial entity, as our
turnover exceeded $1m and will continue while we
undertake the building works; the capital works will
increase our asset value significantly and the CLMA
Fund will require its own specific audit that we are
complying with its rules.
The CLMA Fund was developed and taken through the
ATO process by a Sydney tax accountant, Mr Peter
Hersh of Logicca Chartered Accountants. Mr Hersh is
well positioned to help us through the financial
developments and to ensure that we are fully
compliant and receive unqualified audit reports. Mr
Hersh has been approached as to his willingness to act
as our auditor, and has agreed to the proposal subject
to the approval of this AGM.
I am therefore moving that Mr Peter Hersh be
appointed auditor of the ACTJC from the 2017-18 year.
We take the opportunity to thank Ms Gail Freeman for
her service and assistance to us over the years that
she has been carrying out our audits.

CLMA FUND
At last year’s AGM we announced our moves to secure
a tax-deductible fund based on establishing a public
combined library, museum and art gallery (CLMA)
within our premises. The process was difficult and
drawn out but we received authority for the fund
which formally operated from 14 August 2017. The
fund permits tax deductibility to be granted on
donations to the Community for recurrent or capital
expenses up to limits which will be determined by
audit. The capital will be determined initially by the
value of assets effectively transferred to the CLMA,
including the building space utilised by the facilities,
and thereafter by capital acquisitions for the facilities.
The capacity for recurrent funds extends to all
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REPORT
MERRILYN SERNACK
SECRETARY

Highlights of the Board’s administrative and
governance processes during the year included:

Representative for Young Families: Daniel Casey,
Scribe: Merrilyn Sernack.

 A Special General Meeting (SGM) on 18 June 2017

to approve the expenditure of up to $4m for the
construction of a security fence and the upgrade
and construction of the existing class-room/
synagogue wing, construction of the new wing, a lift
and associated works. The approval requires the
Board to monitor and to approve each milestone
and to report to the community on costs and
progress on the program.

 Proceedings of the Rabbinic Selection Committee

which met and interviewed candidates in August
and September and reported in October 2017. The
work of this Committee is ongoing.

 Updating of the Security Policy.
 Establishment of the Combined Library, Museum
and Art Gallery (CLMA) Collection. The CLMA was
effective from 14 August 2017 and was approved
by the ATO as a tax deductible fund on 29
September 2017.

 The SGM also received an Update on Youth

Education Program and Shlichim Project and a
Progress Report on the ACTJC Capital Appeal from
the President, a Community report from Rabbi Alon
Meltzer, a Progress report on the Building Project
from David Rosalky, and a report on a Draft Site
Strategic Plan from Robert Cussel.

 Approval of the CLMA Collection Acquisitions and
Development Policy at https://www.actjc.org.au/
policies.

 Introduction of debits cards for corporate use for

 The SGM also approved the recruitment and

online and international purchases.

selection process for Rabbi Alon Meltzer’s
successor, with the position being advertised in
August 2017.

 Promulgation of an updated Publications Policy at
https://www.actjc.org.au/policies.

 The constitution of a Rabbinic Selection Committee
comprising the President: Yael Cass (Chair),
Treasurer: David Rosalky, Progressive Board
Member: Robert Cussel, Orthodox Board Member:
Veronica Leydman, Community Representative for
the Progressive Congregation: Deb Sims,
Community Representative for the Orthodox
Congregation: Alan Shroot, Community
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BOARD ATTENDANCE 2017
Member

Dec

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

June

July

Aug

Yael Cass

















Robert Cussel















David Rosalky













Merrilyn
Sernack











Veronica
Leydman









Joseph
Solomon







Peter Wise





Naomi Lee



Sharon
Polishuk

Sep

Oct

Nov

Total

-





10 of 10



-





10 of 10





-





10 of 10

X





-





9 of 10

X







-





9 of 10

X**

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

4 of 5











X

-





9 of 10



X





x





-

X



7 of 10

















-



X

9 of 10

Athol Morris

-*

X

X



X

X



X

-





4 of 9

Sarah
Greenbaum

-

-

-

-

-***



X



-





4 of 5

R Alon Meltzer

X





X

X







-

-^



6 of 9

(ex officio)

* Co-opted 13 December 2016
** Resigned 7 May 2017
*** Co-opted 3 May 2017
^ Did not attend at request of chair
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REPORT
RABBI ALON MELTZER
This past year has been a year where we have
succeeded on a number of planes, been tested, and
ultimately grown as a community. It has been a year of
depth, where we have pushed harder and further on a
number of planes; our educational initiatives including
a full year with Raz and Rotem along with the hiring of
Almog and Hillel, the incredible work being done
around the building project, the initiatives within CaTZ,
and the quality of our events and offerings.

 It hasn’t always been easy – the toll on volunteers

and our executive has been immense, as multiple
programs have been juggled. But the outcomes
have been transformative.

 We are on the cusp of the building project
commencing

 We have created sustainable programs

 We have assisted the infirm, and brought together

more of the community through Arava’s work, and
the assistance of our Gemach fund.

 We have welcomed more families and individuals
to our community

 We have collaborated more with our key partners.
The list is really endless – there is much we have done.
Of course there is still much to do – for all of us. And of
course there were missed opportunities, and for those
that fell within my responsibility, I am sorry.
Whilst this is the final report I will contribute, it is one
I do with sadness, but also hopefulness. I am truly
hopeful and excited with what the future holds for the
community here in Canberra.
I give my thanks to the outgoing board for their service
this past year – I have appreciated that the boardroom
is a place for open and frank discussion, with each
member actively engaged in the betterment of the
community. I thank Yael Cass for her dedication as our
President, and I wish the new Board and indeed the
entire community much luck and wishes for success.

 We have established our Museum – and have

already welcomed over 1400 school children into
the building, or taken elements of the exhibits to
schools

 We have a functioning and catalogued Library
 We have curated the art collection of the
community

 We have tidied things up
 We have created more programs and we have seen
more people engage across the full offerings
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REPORT
RABBI ALON MELTZER
& SHLICHIM

STRUCTURE

TEFILLAH

The Youth Education of the ACJC is broken into three
areas;

Rabbi Meltzer has been leading the Tefillah. This has
included a strong emphasis on the ability to navigate
the Siddur, read the prayers (which is an additional
advantage to the Hebrew program) as well as provide
a spiritual and real-world explanation to the various
prayers. The goal over the year has been to increase
the amount of prayers whilst remaining cognisant of
differing religious backgrounds and observances.

Cheder – the formal component of the program aimed
at children 5-12 years of age.
Teens – meeting Monday nights to discuss topical
issues and engage in Jewish learning, aimed at 14+.
Tweens – meeting periodically on Sunday evenings to
discuss topical issues and engage in Jewish learning,
aimed at 11-13 years of age.

HEBREW

The first two programs have been very successful for
2017; however, the Tweens program has not been able
to get off the ground due to a number of issues,
including general consistency and participation rates.

The Hebrew program has built on last year. We now
operate three streams of Hebrew, which has allowed
further growth and development of our students. Our
youngest children have a very good grasp of their
Aleph Bet and vowels, while our older children are able
to translate sentence structures, and write.

CHEDER
Cheder in 2017 has built on the success of the shlichim
model, which commenced in 2016. The program runs
on three different days of the week.
Sunday Cheder (9:30-11:30AM) at the ACTJC centre
(27 Students).
Tuesday Cheder (3:30-5:00PM) at North Ainslie
Primary School (6 Students).
This year there was not a strong group of Preschool
aged children to constitute a program dedicated to
that age group, however in 2018 there is a desire to
reestablish that group.

JEWISH STUDIES
The Jewish studies program has been engaging in
Parasha and text study, as well as the annual cycle of
the year. This year we have delved into some of the
more unknown topics of Judaism for example the
relationship between the calendar, seasons, and
prayers, and how the agricultural patterns of the
Jewish year should be engaged with in the modern
world.

Cheder focusses on three elements; Tefillah, Hebrew,
and Jewish Studies.
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REPORT
ANITA SHROOT
CONVENOR

 Arava Klein our social worker who has a Masters in

Social Work is employed by JewishCare Sydney for
10 hours per week. The professional staff in Sydney
are always available for support and advice. Arava
has been working with a large number of clients.

 An interim Child Protection Policy has been

developed and adopted by the Board. More work is
required for a comprehensive policy. Sally
Markham and Donald Chambers who are both
professionals in this field led a support workshop
for teachers, youth leaders, Shlichim and all those
working with children and vulnerable persons.
Another workshop will be held this year as we have
new Shlichim and youth leaders.

 The social worker’s duties involve assessing the

client’s needs and arranging suitable support. ACT
social services are accessed as well as liaising with
relatives’ medical practitioners and other support
personnel where appropriate. Arava has a delivery
from Oz Harvest daily and distributes the fresh
food as needed. She checks with the hospitals to
see if Jewish patients need a visit from the rabbi or
a volunteer. During the past year the
communication from the ACT Hospitals pastoral
care system has not been perfect but is improving.
Arava appreciates being informed if Community
members are in hospital. Bill Arnold and Yvette
Goode are also qualified pastoral care visitors if
Arava and the Rabbi are not available. Arava
attends to the 24/7 crisis line. She is usually in the
office on Friday mornings and does any necessary
visits to clients’ homes or nursing homes at other
times. Arava is also the pastoral care contact for the
local universities.

 Arava’s workload is still stretched and our

 Bill Arnold continues to visit prisons in ACT,
Goulburn, Cooma and Junee.

 Our committee run and support the popular

“Lunch’n’Lectures” with catering and transport.

 We delivered Mishloach Manot on Purim.
 We wish to improve our communications with the
Community and welcome comments.

 The Gemach fund run by the rabbi is available for
those in need. The Jewish Care committee thank
Rabbi Alon Meltzer for his support and wish him
well in new roles in Sydney.

 I would like to thank my Committee: Peter Wise,

Committee attempted a “Reach Out” program of
volunteers to help transport members to functions
and generally help our Social Worker with those
who need help or companionship. The roster was
being organised by the office but they are
overstretched with work. We had several willing
volunteers but require a dedicated person to
coordinate the program.

PAGE | 14

Alan Shroot, Glenda Jeffrey, Yvette Goode, Janet
Berger, Bill Arnold, Sally Markham & Donald
Chambers for their professionalism and help. I also
thank our office staff Vicki and Alice for their
constant support. We all thank our Social Worker
Arava Klein, JewishCare Sydney and the JCA.
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REPORT
PETER WISE & ROBERT CUSSEL

ON BEHALF OF THE PROGRESSIVE COMMITTEE
The Progressive Congregation continued to provide
services, life cycle events and social events in the past
year.
Lay led services are held on Friday nights (weekly),
Saturday mornings (monthly), and the High Holydays.
A heartfelt “todah rabah” goes out to all who led
services or offered drashot throughout the year. The
Ritual Committee, consisting of Rebecca Lehrer, Frank
Selch, Raffi Lehrer, Solomon Elijah, Peter Wise, Lisa
Gelbart and Dan Rosauer, met irregularly. Peter Wise
coordinated the Friday evening services throughout
the year. Frank Selch coordinated and led the Saturday
morning services. Special thanks go to him for his
extensive preparation before each service, deep
knowledge and commitment to the Congregation - and
a superb voice! Rebecca Lehrer continued as the
overall coordinator of religious services.
High Holyday services this year were coordinated by
Jerzy Jagiello (Rosh Hashanah) and Frank Selch and
Peter Wise (Yom Kippur) in a warm and inclusive
manner. We welcomed a number of visitors at each
service. There was a joint Community celebration for
First Night Selichot.
In February, Rabbi Adi Cohen again visited the
Congregation. Apart from leading the Friday night and
Saturday morning services, he facilitated a
Congregational planning meeting. After a Communal
Dinner in the hall on Friday night, he gave a fascinating
talk for the entire Community titled “Can I be a good
Jew if I don't believe in God? Can there be Judaism
without God?”, which was very well received.
Sadly, Rabbi Cohen’s planned visit in November to
conduct the Bat Mitzvah of Vida Rosauer had to be
cancelled. However, the Bat Mitzvah will still be held
on 11 November, and will truly be a day to remember!
Netzer’s strong support for our Community continued
this year.
In March, the Progressive and Orthodox
Congregations joined together in the foyer where
there was a “tri-mechitza” (women, men and mixed)

with the bimah in
the middle. Netzer
and an Orthodox
madrich led the
first part of our
regular service, after which we continued the rest of
the service separately. Special thanks go to Rabbi
Meltzer for initiating this historic event in the life of our
unique Community.
In November, Netzer returned for a weekend of
activities. They co-led the Friday evening Progressive
service and the Shabbat morning service. The
weekend ended with a special joint youth movement
activity with the Netzer leaders and leaders from CaTZ
(Canberra Tnua Zionit youth movement).
In April, Sophie Thorpe celebrated her Bat Mitzvah and
did a superb job chanting her portion and delivering
her drasha. Rebecca Carpenter was welcomed to the
bimah for the first time to mark her journey in learning
about her Jewish heritage and delivered a magnificent
drasha for the occasion.
In November, 2016, Robert Cussel, Kevin White and
Peter Wise attended the Union for Progressive Judaism
(UPJ) Biennial Conference in Perth. From the very
beginning of the Conference, we felt the friendliness
and positive energy of all present. Our relationships
with individuals and Congregations were
strengthened, and new relationships formed.
We have an active Progressive Committee consisting of
Peter Wise, Bill Arnold, Athol Morris, Rebecca Lehrer,
Frank Selch, Sarah Greenbaum, Michael Zuckerman,
Fiona Sweet-Formiatti and Robert Cussel. The
Committee meets regularly and reports to the Board
of the ACT Jewish Community.
The Progressive Congregation has decided to apply for
a more formal affiliation to the UPJ. This process is
underway and we are working with the UPJ Board and
mentor Dorothy Graff to advance this process, which
will recognise the unique situation of the Progressive
Congregation of the ACT Jewish Community.
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REPORT
ALAN SHROOT
CONVENOR

We have continued to have services on Friday
evenings, Shabbat mornings and all YomTovim. In
addition, we usually have a Shacharit service on Rosh
Chodesh and other occasional Minyanim on Sunday
mornings or when someone requests a minyan for
Yartzeit.
Attendances are variable. We have always managed
Minyanim on Shabbat & Yom Tov mornings but
occasionally fall short of a Minyan on other occasions.
About 30-40 people attend on Shabbat mornings.
However, to ensure the viability of the Minyan in the
longer term more commitment to attend on Shabbat
mornings is required from the younger members. Even
if you come sometimes that would be a big help.

We have several Barmitzvahs during the coming year
and hopefully these boys will step up to make up the
numbers.
Rabbi Meltzer’s inspirational drashot attract a number
of people and it is hoped with a new Rabbi that will
continue. We are fortunate to have a wealth of talent
who can assist with running services. My thanks to
David Rosalky, Hilton Stone, Yossi White, Richard
Webb, Dion Esterman, Marc Marshall, Daniel Coppel,
Sharon Polishuk and Shraga Shoval who have assisted
with Torah reading and leading services. My thanks
also to Donald Chambers who acts as assistant gabbai.
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REPORT
BARBARA BUTOW
CONVENOR

National Council of Jewish Women Canberra operates
with a Steering Committee of 9 people: Dr Anita
Shroot (National representative); Dr Barbara Butow
(Hon. Treasurer); Fleur Wimbourne (Secretariat); Karen
Tatz; Judith Eisner; Sarit Cohen; Yael Cass; Jo Dixon;
Deb Sims. We had 37 financial members for 2016-7.

SUMMARY OF EVENTS
JULY 2016 – JULY 2017

fabulous turnout and all crammed inside to listen to
our guest speaker, the Hon. Gai Brodtmann MP. Gai
divulged how she entered politics and where her
passions lie. She provided a fascinating insight into
her life and happily took a good many probing
questions at the end. It was a great opportunity too to
welcome some new members to Council. Donations
all went towards NCJW Israel projects: the Ethiopian
Scholarship Fund, Haifa Rape Crisis Centre and ILAN.
Members were treated to a lecture on ‘The rise and fall
of the Israeli peace movement’ by our own Jo Dixon
(PhD candidate). Jo took us through the ups and
downs of the different peace movements against the
background of the melange of Israeli politics. An
education for all. Donations are destined for an Israeli
not-for-profit charity (Hillel).

SHORT AND SWEET POETRY AFTERNOON
Always a favourite amongst the Canberra members.
We spent a fun and heart-warming afternoon at
Yvette’s house in November reciting, singing and
reading aloud…Leonard Cohen’s recent passing
inspired us all!

PLENARY

Donations all went to the Breast Cancer Network.

ARTIST’S FLOOR TALK
Sarit Cohen, our resident ceramicist, invited members
to a private viewing of her latest magnificent collection
of fine ceramic creations. This was a collaborative
exhibition with other artist friends – we were treated
to a talk from each of the artists in turn as they spoke
about their work and influences.
Donations all went to the local women’s refuge, Toora
House.

SUPPER AND MOVIE NIGHTS
We’ve held three successful supper and movie nights
over the year and expanded our cultural horizons with:
‘The Governess; The Other Son’; ‘Remember’ and ‘Café
Society.’ Donations all went towards NCJW Israel
projects : the Ethiopian Scholarship Fund, Haifa Rape
Crisis Centre and ILAN.
Our Garden Party this year was hosted by Jo Dixon.
She worked hard to make a lovely space outside on
her new pool deck, but sadly this plan was thwarted by
an unexpected rain shower. No matter, we had a

The two day National Plenary was hosted by the
Canberra Section at the end of June. Members of the
NCJWA National Board and Executive came from WA
Victoria, NSW and Queensland.
The National AGM and election of a new Board of
Directors took place on the Sunday. Our own Sylvia
Deutsch OAM, along with Viki Nadel from NSW, were
elected as joint chairpersons A successful visit to the
Israeli Embassy was enjoyed by all Plenary attendees
and gave the organisation an important lobbying
opportunity.
The Gala dinner on the Sunday evening was well
supported by our own local members the ACTJC
President Yael Cass and Rabbi and Rebbitzen Meltzer.
Special guests at the dinner were H.E. Shmuel Ben
Shmuel and staff from the Israeli Embassy and also
Barbara Baikie and Helen Oliver from the National
Council of Women (local and national). Professor Kim
Rubenstein 's Keynote address on Citizenship and
Women's organisations was thought provoking. Fitting
tributes and a presentation was made to outgoing
National President Rysia Rosen OAM for her tireless
commitment to NCJWA .

PAGE | 17

ACT Jewish Community ANNUAL REPORT 2017

Monday began with the Launch of a video
incorporating an original ABC radio recording given by
Dr Fanny Reading in 1948. This historical video was
made in Sydney with the support of Life member
Malvena Malinek OAM. The rest of the day was
dedicated to a Strategic Planning workshop as part of
a strategic review and implementation that is currently

being carried out by the National Body. The new
modeling at the national level will enable NCJWA to
take Dr Fanny Reading’s vision successfully into the
21st Century.

REPORT
HARRY OPPERMANN
REPRESENTATIVE

For many years, Interfaith and Outreach activity has
been shared amongst a number of individuals.

 Contributed/spoke to the CMCF citizenship forum

IN 2016-17:

 Wrote the ACT CMCF submission, commended by

on recent government proposals.

A/Prof Asmi Wood, on the Racial Discrimination Act.

 Dr Anita Shroot attended the Women’s Interfaith
Network meetings and ACT Multicultural Festival
with Dr Alan Shroot.

 Appeared before the Senate committee hearing on

the Racial Discrimination Act and provided a
submission from the points of view of the
multicultural forum, the ECAJ, and from the point of
view of Judaism, in response to a Senator’s claim
that “People choose to be victims.”

 Dr George Rothman (and Pam) continued
organising the Christian Jewish Dialogue.

 Bill Arnold continued with prison and hospital
chaplaincy.

 Organised Australian Families Day event with Hon

Gai Brodtmann MP in 2016, and gave the vote of
thanks at the 2017 event attended by ACT Minister
Rachel Stephen-Smith and Shadow Minister
Elizabeth Kikkert.

 Rafi Lehrer attended an Interfaith UNESCO

ambassadors meeting with Rt Rev Professor
Stephen Pickard.

I’ve been active in Interfaith in Sydney and Canberra
since the 1980s, and in 2016-17 I had the following
roles:

 Spoke on Judaism and the Environment at 4th

anniversary of Environment Health and Healing
Garden.

 Vice Chair (and Judaism representative) of the

 Delivered the Keynote lecture for National AGM

Canberra Interfaith Forum 12 Faiths.

Religions for Peace Australia at Canberra on “Faith
Hope and Memory – Hatred and Indifference.”

 Deputy Chair of the Canberra Multicultural

Community Forum (110 Community organisation
across the ACT).

 Addressed (and provided food) to the O’Connor

Uniting Church group on the ‘Spiritual message of
Passover.”

 Judaism Representative at Faith Based Working
Group of RAC.

 Presented the thank you speech to Dr Andrew

Leigh at the Dialogue Institute of Australia function
attended by the ACT Attorney-General.

The following is a brief summary of the more than 70
activities I undertook during this period:

 Organised 2017 International Day for Tolerance

with Father Professor Frank Brennan and A/Prof
Matthew Zagor, and in 2016 with A/Prof Asmi Wood
on recognition of Indigenous in the Constitution in
the context of the Racial Discrimination Act.

In conclusion, from my introduction to the Human
Rights event on Nov 15 from Rabbi Professor Sacks :
“This unique ethical vision of love of G-d for humans
and of humans for G-d, translated into an ethic of love
toward both neighbour and stranger – is the
foundation of civilisation and its abiding glory.”
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REPORT
DION ESTERMAN
PRESIDENT

It has been an exciting first year for the ACT Zionist
Council. During the first year of the ACTZC, a number
of events have been held, many in conjunction with
the ACT Jewish Community, of which we are an affiliate
and who give us considerable support. I would like to
thank all the committee members for their
contributions to the Council: Robert Cussel, Jon
Rosalky, Anita Shroot and George Rothman, who have
all played a part in ensuring its success. Just as
important, we had the support of great Shlichim,
Rotem and Raz, and look forward to working with
Almog and Hillel in all that we do.
Over the Yamim there was plenty of activity, including
the commemorations for Yom Ha’Shoah and Yom
Hazikaron. At these we remembered and reflected on
all those murdered in the Holocaust, those who have
sacrificed their lives for our homeland as well as those
who have been murdered in acts of terror.
To celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut, the ACTZC held a
celebratory service on the eve of the chag. We began
by marking the division between Yom Hazikaron and
Yom Ha’atzmaut, remembering all those who gave the
ultimate sacrifice so we can continue living in our
homeland as well as all of the people who were
murdered in terrorist attacks. We then held a special
Tfillat Chaggigit, modelled on those that are conducted
around the world, a first for Canberra! This was
followed by an Israeli sing-a-long, belting out classic
Israeli hits and which was peppered throughout with
spontaneous dancing by those in attendance!

members proudly watched on as each chanich
received their chultzah from the madrichim.
Following the ceremony, the acclaimed movie, ‘Above
and Beyond’, was shown. This movie highlights the
establishment of the Israeli Air Force before and
during the War of Independence. It includes interviews
and footage of the Machal soldiers, those who came
from overseas to help fight for the fledgling state.
Stan Goodenough, a member of the Christian Friends
of Israel, gave an excellent talk on the 16th of August
where he spoke about the struggle against the
delegitimization of Israel's claim to its capital, and he
contended that Australia could lead the charge.
Entitled ‘From Beer Sheva to Jerusalem’, Stan told the
audience that 100 years after spearheading the
liberation of the land to which the indigenous people
of Israel had begun their return, Australia is positioned
to help secure Jerusalem as the indivisible and eternal
capital of the Jews.
We look forward to continued growth and wish the
new leadership much hatzlacha in going from strength
to strength!

In July, the Canberra community participated in the
Jewish People Policy Institutes annual dialogue, this
year focused on Jerusalem and the Jewish People. A
large gathering turned out to discuss a range of topics
and share their varied points of view.
There was a very moving and meaningful ceremony
for our newly established Zionist youth movement,
CaTZ. On motzei Shabbat the 22nd of July, a communal
havdala was held at the community centre. This was
followed by a tekes where the chanichim all received
their chultzot, a historic event for the movement and
for the community. All the parents and community
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REPORT
KAREN TATZ
EDITOR

This year we established an Editorial Committee for HaMerkaz,
including: Karen Tatz (editor), Adele Rosalky, Robert Cussel,
Merrilyn Sernack, Simon Tatz and Rabbi Meltzer, with the
assistance of Vicki Coleman.
We produced four issues this year, before Rosh Hashanah and
Chanukah and Pesach, and an extra one in the middle of the
year. From mid-July, each issue is emailed to members of the
ACTJC as well as some external affiliates. Hard copies are
available for purchase. People can order and pay for a hard
copy to be posted to them or picked up at the office, and hard
copies are available in the Library, which you can read when
visiting the Centre.
The intention of the Committee is to give the Community some
insights into events, activities, education, celebrations, and
history relating to the Community. We also include articles on
interesting topics, book and film reviews, and droshas.
HaMerkaz remains the unofficial history of the ACT Jewish
Community and records special anniversaries, obituaries and
donations of objects.
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REPORT
ADELE ROSALKY
COORDINATOR

The ACT Jewish Community has established a museum
and art gallery within the National Jewish Memorial
Centre. These installations, along with the newly
refurbished library, have delivered a public Jewish
cultural site in Canberra, and have resulted in our
being granted tax-deductible status for a fund known
as the Combined Library, Museum and Art Gallery
(CLMA).
The CLMA is governed by the CLMA Collection
Acquisitions and Development Policy at https://
www.actjc.org.au/policies.
The central display cases of the museum located in the
foyer of the building, are designed to educate on five
basic aspects of Judaism: The Story of Judaism,
Rabbinic Judaism and the Jewish Life Cycle, The
Sabbath and Jewish Festivals, and Modern Jewish
People and the State of Israel. As well, on the left
hand side of the foyer is the display entitled Australian
Jewish Community, highlighting our Canberra
Community, and on the right hand side of the foyer is
a display dedicated to The Holocaust. Two audio/
visual screens also display videos related to Judaism
and The Holocaust. Rabbi Meltzer wrote and designed
the introductory boards which describe each section
of the museum.
The display cases, which were acquired from outside
and repurposed, have been refurbished and
connected to internal down-lighting to display the
collection to maximum effect. New spotlights were
also installed in the foyer to enhance the two side
displays. John Remmel assisted with the hanging of
photos and pictures.
The collection consists of objects which have been
owned by the ACT Jewish Community for many years,
as well as items which have been donated, or are on
loan, especially for this display. The collection
incorporates many of the items which were gifted to
the Community by the Department of the Prime

Minister and Cabinet as official presentations by
visiting dignitaries to former Prime Ministers. An
accession list of almost 200 objects has now been
prepared by Adele Rosalky, listing object name and
number, description, inscriptions, size, condition,
location and acquisition details.
The museum is designed to be self-guided for small
groups, and an attractive, easy to follow guide book in
two sizes has been developed for this purpose by
Adele Rosalky and Vicki Coleman. The book contains
photographs of all objects with explanatory
information, and the more compact A5 sized book is
available for sale. The booklet will be augmented and
updated as changes are made to the collection over
time.
The small permanent art gallery is located in the
hallway leading to the orthodox synagogue and is
divided into two sections. The theme of the first
section is Israel and the second has a Religious focus.
There is also a temporary exhibition space which
currently houses the exhibition dedicated to the 50th
anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem, curated
by our previous Shalichim, Raz and Rotem, before
their departure. Explanatory signage accompanies all
the exhibited items.
Signage has been installed on the exterior of the
building, indicating opening hours of the library,
museum and art gallery (10.00 am to 3.00 pm, Monday
to Thursday).
We welcome members, school groups and visitors to
the Community to enjoy and learn from a visit to the
museum and gallery.
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and Rabbi Alon Meltzer.
We are very fortunate to have Mrs Shirley White as
Honorary Consultant Librarian. Shirley is a very
experienced Technical Services and Systems Librarian
who, before her retirement, was the Systems Librarian
for Parliamentary Services at the Australian
Parliament.
We are also very fortunate to have Mrs Leonie Webb
as our Honorary Librarian. Before her retirement,
Leonie worked at the Department of the Treasury
Library as the Technical Services Librarian. She also
worked in a range of technical services roles at the
High Court of Australia, in Australian National
University Law Library, and in the Department of
Transport.

REPORT
MERRILYN SERNACK
COORDINATOR

Leonie attends the library every Tuesday and works
with two enthusiastic volunteers: Peter Witting and
Sally McDonald. As documentation is developed, we
hope to train more volunteers to participate in the
library program.

The Earle Hoffman Library is an element of the
Combined Library, Museum and Art Gallery (CLMA)
Collection. The CLMA is governed by the CLMA
Collection Acquisitions and Development Policy at
https://www.actjc.org.au/policies.
The library (with the museum and art gallery) is
administered by the CLMA Collection Committee, a
committee of the ACTJC Board of Management. The
inaugural members of the Committee are the ACTJC
Office-Bearers (President, Vice‑President, Treasurer,
Secretary, and Assistant Secretary/Treasurer).
The library comprises a General Collection and a
Reference Collection of over one thousand books
housed at the National Jewish Memorial Centre in
Canberra. LibraryThing was selected as the product
for cataloguing the collection and, although not a
formal library management system, has been
successful in creating an online catalogue that can be
viewed at: https://www.librarycat.org/lib/actjc613.
Visitors to the library are welcome. Library hours are
10.00 am to 3.00 pm on Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday, excluding Jewish holy days.
The collection scope of the library is: Jewish theology
and liturgy, Jewish history, Jewish language, Jewish
culture, Israel, Zionism, the Holocaust, Australian
Jewish military personnel in all wars, and the
Australian Jewish experience.
The library is continuing to add items to the online
catalogue and our holdings are expected to increase
with donations from the collections of community
members.
The library is managed by a Library Committee in
accordance with the CLMA Collection Acquisitions and
Development Policy. It comprises: Merrilyn Sernack
(Chair), Leonie Webb (Hon Librarian), Shirley White
(Hon Library Consultant), Robert Cussel, David Rosalky

We received tremendous assistance from Harry
Oppermann, Robert Cussel, Tom Frommer and John
Remmel in the refurbishment of the library in
July/August 2017. Many other members came in to
pack, sort, catalogue, label and shelve books in time
for the ATO inspection. They included: Michael
Tedeschi, Helen Stead, Judy Eisner, Victor Isaacs, Peter
Wise, Adela Greenbaum, Daniel Zbytek, Susanna
Elkaim, Ari Sharp, Anne Isaac, Coralie Wood and Victor
Negrin. The contributions of Rabbi Alon Meltzer, Alice
Hekimian and Vicki Coleman were invaluable
throughout this process.
The Library Committee wrote recently to the Lamm
Jewish Library of Australia with the aim of sharing
information about our collection, and to highlight the
Lamm collection and services that it can afford to our
community.
Donations of money to the library should be made to
the CLMA Gift Fund. All cash donations are tax
deductible.
The Committee will assess a proposed donation of a
book to the library on a case by case basis to establish
if it is within the collection scope. Items not consistent
with the collection scope may not be accepted.
Potential donors are asked to contact a member of the
Committee to make an appointment for an
assessment of any item intended for donation. Gifts of
books and loans of items to the library are formally
acknowledged through a Letter of Thanks or Loan
Agreement.
We warmly welcome all users to the library.
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REPORT
ADELE ROSALKY
PRESIDENT

Membership of the ACT branch of the Australian
Jewish Historical Society is open to all members of the
ACT Jewish Community and new, especially younger,
members would be welcomed. The ACT branch
currently has 24 members, eight of whom include
partners. We run a program of four events each year
with lectures and excursions which focus on local,
national and international Jewish history and culture.
All members of the Society receive a printed copy of
the Australian Jewish Historical Society’s Journal which
is published twice a year (Sydney / Melbourne
alternate), as well as a Newsletter via email. A printed
brochure outlining benefits of membership is available
at the ACTJC office. Our lectures are held at the Centre
and are followed by a generous supper and congenial
conversation.
At the AGM on 15 March 2017 the following
Committee was elected: Adele Rosalky (President),
Leonie Webb (Vice-President), Naomi Robertson
(Secretary), Richard Webb (Treasurer), Victor Isaacs,
Margaret Beadman OAM, & Judith Wimborne
(Committee members). Susanna Elkaim was co-opted
to the Committee at the Committee meeting which
followed the AGM. At the AGM our long serving
Treasurer, Dr Vernon Kronenberg stood down, as did
our previous President, Victor Isaacs, who remains on
the Committee, and I wish to acknowledge their
contribution to the ACT branch.
In June 2017 we held our first ever presentation of a
certificate of Life Membership to our former President,
Sylvia Deutsch in recognition of her long and dedicated
service to this branch since its inception in 1984. Sylvia
served as the inaugural Secretary, Vice-President and
then President for seven years. Her meticulous and

thorough research of all her published material
records the history of our branch of AJHS, and the ACT
Jewish Community. The presentation was held at the
home of Leonie and Richard Webb, with past and
present members of the AJHS ACT committee in
attendance. Generous hospitality was provided by
Leonie.
Since the last ACTJC Annual Report was published, the
AJHS has presented the following four events:
14 December 2016 – Raz Sofer, the Community’s
shaliach delivered a presentation entitled ‘The Arab
Spring and Israel – revolutions in the Middle East in the
age of social media’. This was followed by another
contrasting talk by one of our members, Allan Cowan,
entitled ‘Deletion of memory of the Holocaust in
Eastern Europe’, based on his trip to Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania. Both presentations were well informed
and illustrated with audio/visual material.
15 March 2017 – The AGM was followed by the annual
Earle Hoffman Memorial Lecture in Australian History,
delivered by Earle’s daughter Adele Rosalky. Adele
gave an illustrated talk entitled ‘A Jewish cultural
landscape in the Goulburn area’ which presented
Goulburn’s prominence in Australian Jewish history,
the 1861 census showing that Goulburn was the third
largest Jewish community in Australia at the time
outside of Sydney and Melbourne. The talk focused on
the ‘Jewish Synagogue’ located on the Lansdowne Park
estate and the Jewish cemetery in Long St.
17 May 2017 – Dr Suzanne Rutland, Emeritus
Professor in the Department of Hebrew, Biblical and
Jewish Studies at The University of Sydney presented a
paper entitled ‘Combatting antisemitism in the school
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playground: an Australian case study’. She analysed
the problem of anti-Semitic bullying in contemporary
Australian state schools through interviews conducted
in Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra.
19 July 2017 – Dr Michael Abrahams-Sprod, Roth
Lecturer from the Department of Hebrew, Biblical and
Jewish Studies at The University of Sydney, spoke on
‘Jewish and Israeli identities in contemporary Israel’,
where he charted the complex evolution of a uniquely
Israeli identity, exploring issues of religious
observance, role of the IDF, secular-religious divide,

relations between Israeli and diaspora Jews, the
absorption process of new immigrants, and other
issues and challenges.
The final event for 2017 will be held on 3 December.
ACT branch member Judith Eisner and her family will
lay wreathes in a Last Post Ceremony at the Australian
War Memorial in honour of Judith’s uncle, Sergeant
Morris Solomon, who died in a flying accident in 1942,
aged 23 years. All Community members are invited to
attend this moving ceremony.

REPORT
DAVID ROSALKY
CHAIR

I am pleased to report to this AGM that we are under
way with the Building Project that we have been
working towards over recent years.

 Using boulders on the northern fence-line as a

PHASE 1 WORKS

 Simplifying the temporary fence on the western
side (temporary until the new wing is built)

At the time of the 2016 AGM, we had gone to the
market with a request for tender for the security fence
and associated works. The costs came in in December
2016 and were analysed and compared by the project
managers, Xact Project Consultants. The result of that
process was that all of the cost estimates were
significantly over $1m. Of the tenderers, one showed
greater understanding of the project and their price
was the lowest. That tenderer is Manteena Pty Ltd.
On the recommendation of Xact, we entered into
negotiations with Manteena to rework the project to
bring the price down significantly. As that process
progressed, we also added to the negotiations the
renovations and development of the classroom /
synagogue wing. As the two components were ready
to proceed, there were gains to be made by combining
them into a single contract.
These elements together constitute Phase 1 of the
building project.
The main variations to the fence design involved:

 Replacing the concrete wall with spaced bollards
and a fence which extends to the ground

vehicle barrier which avoids having to bridge the
stormwater pipes

 Reducing greatly the elaborate landscaping and
watering system.

There were also many small variations and redesigns
to reduce the costs of the classroom/ synagogue wing
build.
The final contract price for the security fence and
associated works, and the classroom/synagogue wing
is $1.337m.
One of the conditions to which we committed in
undertaking the capital appeal was that approval of
the Building and Capital Committee of the JCA was
required before we could sign a contract and
commence works. That Committee needed to be
satisfied that the contract process was thorough, that
costs had been minimised through a value
management process, that the project design had not
differed significantly from what was shown to donors,
and that the contract does not compromise the
completion of the project within available funds. A
report was submitted to the B&CC and approval
obtained on 10 November 2017.
A contract with Manteena for Phase 1 was signed on
14 November 2017.
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Work has now commenced on site. The external
works (security fence, sewer line etc) and the internal
works (classrooms and synagogue) will proceed in
parallel. The expected date of completion for both
elements is March 2018.
There will be some disruption during the building.
Access to the building will be through the usual route,
probably with some fenced walkways, until the new
temporary fence is erected towards the end of the
building schedule in the new year. While the
temporary fence is being built, entry to the building
may need to be through the same door, but accessed
via the eastern side (Canberra Avenue side) of the
building and cars parked near the rear door. This
should be for only a short period.
Once the new fence and gate are in place, that gate
will be the secure entrance accessed much the same
way as we now enter the building. That is, by remote
release from the office during office hours, magnetic
swipe cards out of office hours by those people
permitted to hold a magnetic card, and via a
mechanical combination release or key on Shabbat
and chagim.
The classroom/synagogue wing will be upgraded by
replacing all the windows on the northern wall with
new double-glazed wind-out windows. The two grey
folding doors (“operable walls”) will be revamped and
re-tracked and positioned to separate the two end
classrooms from the double-sized central space. The
sanctuary of the Orthodox synagogue will be built out
from the northern wall with the ark and platform
outside the line of the present building, leaving the
classroom space unencumbered. The sanctuary will
be named in memory of Earle and Anne Hoffman.
The synagogue space will be able to be used flexibly by
having a reading desk on wheels and the mechitza
made up of portable panels.
The double-sized middle space will be the Sir John
Monash lecture room.

During the construction of the sanctuary and
synagogue, there will be a period when services will
not be able to be held there and alternative
arrangements will need to be made.
Notices will be sent to all members and users of the
Centre regarding the impacts of the project on
accessibility and usability of the facility.

PHASE 2 WORKS
Phase 2 of the project will encompass the construction
of the new wing, including the Progressive prayer
space. It will also include upgrades of the existing
bathrooms and the existing upstairs kitchen, and the
installation of a lift.
The architects are working to complete detailed plans
for these works to go to tender probably during the
second quarter of 2018. The basic design has not
changed but the form of construction has. The very
high security rating in the earlier plans led to an
expensive design which was difficult to engineer. The
lay-out has also been altered to reduce the service
space in favour of operational space in the new wing.
The existing bathrooms will be modernised and will
include more effective venting and showers. The
existing upstairs kitchen will remain the main kitchen
for the whole building and will be upgraded to make it
more efficient and usable.
Plans are being worked on for a lift situated on the
outside of the eastern wall. It is proposed that the lift
will access the upper floor on the landing outside the
kitchen. That will require a short corridor from the
point of access on the ground floor to the lift position.
This is not a final decision for the position of the lift. It
is being tested for feasibility and cost. The position of
a lift has been an issue for many years. When
available, plans for the lift configuration will be made
available and the views of members on the proposal
will be welcomed.

A small regular group of ACTJC ladies meet
on the first Wednesday of each month in
Mawson for lunch and a chat. The venue
and details are in the weekly Grapevine.
It is an informal meeting and we welcome
anyone who wishes to join us.

REPORT

We miss Ruth Goren, she was definitely a
regular. Her passing is felt very much by the
group.

JANET FROMMER
CONVENOR
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REPORT
TOM FROMMER
CONVENOR

Grumps has been meeting for over ten years, with a
regular weekly attendance on a Thursday afternoon of
about 17 retired gentlemen. Our total membership
(no fees) is about 25. If members are in town they will
make every effort to attend, the only time they are not
there is when they are unwell or attending
appointments. The meetings offer a variety of
informal discussions most often on Jewish topics,
world and local affairs, the agenda is open, topics we
don’t tend to discuss are our wives and children. There
are about eight members who play table tennis, now
temporarily upstairs; previously we used the foyer.

REPORT

At the meetings we have coffee and snacks, cakes
depending on birthdays.
Once a month on the first Thursday a few of us meet
at the Centre, walk over to Foreign Affairs café for
lunch before the regular meeting.
This weekly get together is extremely important to a
lot of the members who need the social interaction
with likeminded others. Some have a lot to say others
prefer to listen.

 continued to liaise with the Jewish Agency who have
granted the ACTJC up to $70,000 for the perimeter
security barrier;

ROBERT CUSSEL

 continued to liaise with the NSW Council of Jewish

CHAIR

The ACTJC has been very active on the security front in
the last 12 months. We have:

Communal Security who have promised the ACTJC
up to $250,000 for the perimeter security barrier;

 made an application for Commonwealth
Government funding of $70,000 for CCTV
infrastructure to be mounted on the new perimeter
security barrier, to be monitored by CSG;

 formed a Security Committee to guide the

development of policy and practice (Peter Neeson,
John Serra, Simon Pollak, Yossi White, Kevin
Caruana, Michael Tedeschi);

 reached out to the Community for volunteers to

step forward for security duties, particularly for the
Chagim;

 developed an overall guiding mission for our

security group to inspire members to value and
guard our Jewish way of life and generate
communal ownership of the security plan;

 finalised a Security Policy document that has been
approved by the Board; and

 continued to seek professional input, including

architects, engineers and security professionals, to
finalise the design of the perimeter security barrier;

 compiled a public statement on security for our

 continued to seek the expert professional support
from the Communal Security Group (CSG) in
Sydney;
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website, including important information on
improving security awareness and combating antiSemitism. See (https://images.shulcloud.com/674/
uploads/Policies/4ACTJC-security-publicstatement.pdf).
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REPORT
MERRILYN SERNACK
CHAIR

On 12 September 2017, the Board approved a
proposal from the Anzac Centenary Committee to host
an Anzac Centenary Remembrance Service of the
Australian Jewish Community on Sunday 12th August
2018 at 1.00 pm at the National Jewish Memorial
Centre.
The Remembrance Service will comprise a
Commemoration of the Centenary of Sir John
Monash’s Knighthood and the Dedication of the
Australian Jewish War Memorial.
The Australian Jewish War Memorial will comprise a
commemorative wall hosting an Honour Roll of the
339 names of Jewish military personnel killed in all
wars, using the Mark Dapin book Jewish Anzacs (to
which the Australian Jewish Historical Society
contributed) as the primary source, with additional
scope for future names.

Members of the Anzac Centenary Committee met
onsite with a Landscape Architect and our Building
Project Manager from Xact on 27 September to
discuss the commemorative wall. A concept drawing
was agreed. The ACTJC subsequently agreed that Xact
proceed initially with the concept design phase and,
subject to progressive approval, work on a prototype.
The cost of the fabrication and installation scope will
be agreed once the design is developed. At this stage
the indicative cost is in the order of $90,000 (including
landscape architect, sculptor and contingency).
A contract is being drawn up.
Stakeholders and members will be consulted on a
campaign to obtain donor funding to meet the
notional target of $90,000 for the commemorative
wall.

Names will be presented by first name, middle initial
and last name in alphabetical order vertically. A
header will separate the conflicts, listed
chronologically from the Boer War through to
Afghanistan and peacekeeping.
The concept involves a stainless steel or aluminium
Honour Roll wall sited adjacent to and following the
curve of the existing Ben Gurion Garden wall.
Landscaping elements will include a footpath, low
plantings, additional lighting, a ceremonial area for
three flagpoles, and refurbishment of the existing
plantings and trees to provide a reflective and
contemplative space to honour our Jewish military
personnel killed in all wars. Utilising the existing
garden wall will also provide a ledge for the placement
of stones as well as a site for new plantings from the
Western Front and other battlefields (e.g. poppies,
rosemary).

Federal grant funding is in hand for the Remembrance
Service and additional Federal grant funding will be
sought for the installation.
Approval has been sought from The Hon Dan Tehan
MP, Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, for DVA recognition
of the commemoration of the Monash knighthood as
a nationally significant occasion. The Minister has
granted us a permit to use the Anzac Centenary logo
in our event collateral.
The Anzac Centenary Committee comprises: Merrilyn
Sernack (Chair), David Rosalky, Adele Rosalky, Robert
Cussel and Rabbi Alon Meltzer.
Volunteers to help stage next year’s event are very
welcome.

The installation will be introduced by a feature wall
hosting tri service emblems (with permission), a major
naming header (The Australian Jewish War Memorial)
and a relevant sentence (e.g. from a Psalm or from
Kaddish).
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REPORT
ROBERT CUSSEL
COORDINATOR

INTRODUCTION
The planning process outlined in this document
provides a framework to guide the development of a
site strategic plan, which will provide for all members
of the ACT Jewish Community to contribute and
identify a range of future uses for our leasehold. This
process is intended to be pragmatic, consultative and
collaborative. The final document is intended to be a
living document indicative in nature and will not limit
future Boards in their deliberations. The document is
intended to guide decision-making and ensure that
future goals are kept in mind when making short-term
decisions, especially regarding the location of physical
facilities.
It is essential that the ACTJC develops plans in a
constructive and responsible manner to fully utilise the
whole of the site that is situated in such a strategic
location in Canberra. The following consultation
process has been adopted by the Board:

 generate a draft written strategic site plan for the
NJMC for circulation as a starting point;

 seek the views of up to five key stakeholders and
the Board;

 organise the document in terms of a short term

plan over the next 5 years and a longer term plan
over the next 5 to 50 years;

 circulate draft document amongst ACTJC financial

members for written comments over a three week
period;

site in Forrest, and the present building, since 1971.
The Community was established twenty years prior to
that date with certain objectives as to its role within
Canberra and within the nation. The objectives of the
Community at its establishment were voiced by its
founding members and supported by such national
organisations as the ECAJ and the NCJW. The
objectives were captured in the words of Rabbi Israel
Porush: “the Centre was envisaged not only as a
synagogue and social centre for the ACT Jewish
Community but as a truly ‘National’ Centre for the
whole Australian Jewry.” Its primary objectives are
outlined in the Constitution on pages 3 and 4.
It is important to emphasise that the current lease
includes about 17,000 square metres of prime,
strategic land adjacent to Parliament House and thus
has important significance for Australian Jewry. It is
essential that we develop plans to fully utilise the site
of the medium to long-term time frame. In 2021 we
will be celebrating our 50th anniversary on the present
site and the 70th anniversary of foundation.
With its limited facility and its limited financial and
human resources, the Community essentially relied on
volunteer efforts and has striven to maintain an
effective operation of all of its functions. It has
succeeded at a basic level over the period since its
foundation with periodic spurts of development when
resources and vision permitted.
In recent years, the Community has underpinned its
developmental aims through the engagement of a
fulltime rabbi, organiser and educator. The initiative
has activated three important strands of development:

 expanded education for Community members,

 ACTJC Board agrees to the final document.
The ACT Jewish Community has occupied the present
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 engagement of young people and families who will

 quality facilities for receptions, meetings,

 greater national engagement of educational and

 a Progressive congregation prayer space
 flexible spaces for educational, communal

form the future core of the Community

youth enterprises, Jewish governance bodies,
interfaith forums and Jewish and Israeli
representational bodies.
Associated with these enhanced activities has been
the development of, and commitment to, an
expanded facility for the NJMC.

conferences of national bodies

and library purposes

 new administration offices including the
rabbi’s office

 refurbishment and modernisation of the existing
building, including:

PURPOSE OF THE SITE STRATEGIC
PLAN
The ACTJC has adopted roles as described in the
Introduction and holds in trust a prestigious site to
undertake those roles. It is a matter of interest to the
authorities who oversee land allocation and communal
function in the ACT to understand our historical role in
the Territory and the nation, and how we envisage the
use of the site for those purposes.
The Jewish communities in other parts of Australia also
need to understand the roles of the ACT Community
and to be better informed as to what it can provide for
them.
Within our Community, members and friends have a
direct stake in our developments and future vision. In
particular, the members have an “ownership” role
through their volunteer efforts, financial commitments
and their capacity to endorse critical development
decisions.
The site strategic plan is a strategic vision of the
directions of possible development guided by our
organisational mission. It is not a statement of
planned activity and not a commitment. It is a living
document, which plays the role of a guiding pathway
for members around which they can discuss our
directions of development and our progress in fulfilling
our mission.

ELEMENTS OF THE SITE STRATEGIC
PLAN






a new Orthodox congregation prayer space
refurbished classrooms
refurbished library
an office for use by visiting national
representatives

 a lift to the assembly hall
 upgraded ancillary services
 a museum space
 accumulation of cultural and historical
artefacts

 An Australian Jewish War Memorial

commemorating the names of all Jewish
servicemen and women who lost their lives in wars
involving the Australian Defence Force

 landscaped grounds, including a planned tree and

shrub planting program across the site, memorial
groves and gardens (eg: in honour of distinguished
Jewish Australians)

 a special program of tree planting in the area

adjacent to Block 13 Section 13 to provide a natural
border and screening from future developments

 a playground for Community and visiting children.
These developments all serve the legacy objectives of
the Community’s founders.

LONGER-TERM DEVELOPMENTS
Over the medium to longer-term future, the
Community envisages consolidation and expansion of
facilities to support the Community’s goals.

The site strategic plan canvasses short-term and
longer-term developments.

SHORT-TERM DEVELOPMENTS
The next five years will be occupied with the
completion of the current building plans. Those plans
involve:

These developments might include elements of some
of the following:

 facilities similar to Jewish community centres in

other places around the world, providing for
educational, cultural and recreational activities,
such as regular film programs, guest speakers, food
festivals (examples include the London and San
Francisco Jewish community centres)

 a security perimeter fence:
 a new wing incorporating:
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international guests, including school groups,
scholars, delegates to conferences

 a national Jewish studies centre or institute,

providing research and educational opportunities
for the Jewish Australian community to engage on
questions and issues concerning Jewish identity,
religion, culture, history and heritage

 recreational facilities
 a ritual bath-house or mikvah

 this centre would give a public face to

 the Community needs to have reliable

Judaism in the national capital

access to a mikvah under the Community’s
control

 it would have a significant educational and

research role and could be associated with a
major academic institution that houses a
school of Jewish studies, institute or
associated endeavour

 sports and play facilities for children and youth
 such facilities as a basketball rink and

training cricket wickets can be
accommodated within the grounds available
to the ACTJC and would provide a core to
attract and entertain the Community’s young
people.

 rabbinical facilities which would include
accommodation, office and library

 this would be highly desirable to permit the
rabbinical staff to engage fully with the
range of functions performed by the NJMC,
including visiting rabbis

 an office/library to recognisethe importance
and value of the study and educational
output that a rabbi offers the Community

All these activities and developments are consistent
with the aims and objects of the Community, and
compliant with the terms of our concessional lease
and with our status as a tax-exempt charitable
organisation.

 conference facilities for up to 150 guests
 accommodation for visiting interstate and
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BIRTHS

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

 Greg and Anne Marks’

 95th Birthday of Len Dixon

granddaughter, Hannah

 93rd Birthday of Sam Fein

 Michael and Susanna Elkaim’s

granddaughter, Hannah in Singapore

 91st Birthday of Margaret Beadman
 ‘Milestone’ birthdays of Merrilyn

Sernack, Anne Marks, Yvette Goode,
John Levy, Tom Frommer, Brenda
Levy

BAT MITZVAHS


Sophie Thorp



Shani Creagh



Elena McNee



Vida Rosauer



Yarden Livne

 Engagement of Karen Mansberg and
Simon Sawday

 Posthumous OAM awarded to
Walter Blumenfeld

 100th Birthday of Tiny Schneider,

mother of Yana Eppel and Anton
Schneider

 Farewell to our Shlichim Raz Sofer
and Rotem Dvir who returned to
Israel in October

BAR MITZVAHS


Itamar Oren



Asher Lee



Asher Light

 Welcome to new Shlichim, Almog
Zoosman and Hillel Lehman who
arrived in October

 Engagement of Stefan Misrachi and
Jessica Kliger

DEATHS


Norma Solomon



Ruth Goren

 Marriage of Mervyn Doobov and
Elana Heavenrich in Jerusalem

 Hollander-Selinger Youth Prize

awarded to Hannah Golan-Burnett
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The facade of the National Jewish Memorial Centre is adorned with a
large sculpture by the Canberra artist Izzy Kingsberg representing the
“Burning Bush” where God first revealed Himself to Moses in the
wilderness. It was the artist’s gift to the Community, a miniature
replica of this symbol was embossed on sets of cuff links which were
presented by the Community as a memento to its well-wishers. Until
a change in 2015, the Burning Bush was the symbol used by the ACT
Jewish Community.
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