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THE WAR MEMORIAL PLANNING
BEGAN IN 1971

A REMARKABLE SOLDIER AND
VICTORIA CROSS RECIPIENT

COMMENCEMENT OF THE SERVICE WITH
A SPEECH BY DR KEITH SHILKIN AM

LED BY HIS EXCELLENCY,
THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, SIR PETER COSGROVE,
WREATHS ARE LAID ON THE CENOTAPH

THE OBITUARY OF THIS HIGHLY DECORATED
SOLDIER AS WRITTEN BY PAUL HAM

THIS OUTSTANDING MILITARY AND
CIVILIAN LEADER IS WIDELY RECOGNISED AS
ONE OF AUSTRALIA’S GREATEST SOLDIERS

UNVEILING OF A SPECIALLY-COMMISSIONED
PORTRAIT OF GENERAL SIR JOHN MONASH

WREATHS LAID ON BEHALF
OF JEWISH EX-SERVICE ASSOCIATIONS
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PRIME MINISTER

Prime Minister of Australia
Today you are gathered to
remember those who have laid
down their lives in the service of
our nation.
The many Jewish Australians who
have served and who have given
their lives to protect this nation
and its people are deserving of
this memorial and the Jewish
Community of the ACT is to be
commended for its initiative in
commemorating their memory.
It is out of a love of Australia that
Jewish sons and daughters would
place their lives in peril so that we
all may live in peace and security.
From those who served in the
Boer War to those who serve
today in Afghanistan and our
overseas deployments all
throughout the world.
When you recite the Mourner’s
Kaddish, you will be saying it for
all the 341 Jewish Australians who
have made the supreme sacrifice.
From those who perished in the
Great War through to Private
Gregory Sher who was tragically
killed in Afghanistan in our most
recent conflict.
You are also gathered to
remember the extraordinary
contribution of one of Australia’s
greatest military commanders,
General Sir John Monash.
Monash earned a reputation as an
innovative and outstanding
military commander and a widely
regarded civilian leader who made
a considerable contribution to our
nation at war and in peace.
The memorial being dedicated
today will ensure their sacrifice
will never be forgotten. It
symbolises the commitment and
contribution of the Australian
Jewish community to the security
of our nation and its interests.
LEST WE FORGET
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President, Australian Jewish Historical Society (ACT)

S

ince the opening of the National Jewish Memorial Centre
in December 1971, as referenced in the building’s title, it
was the vision and intention of the founders and members
of the ACT Jewish Community, to honour the memory of fallen
Jewish service personnel with a national war memorial worthy
of their sacrifice.

Over the following years this project fell to
the enthusiasm and dedication of the late
Earle Hoffman OAM, Past-President of the
ACTJC and founding President of the
Australian Jewish Historical Society (ACT),
and Margaret Beadman OAM, AJHS(ACT)
committee member and long serving
volunteer at the Australian War Memorial
(AWM).
Earle’s commitment was not simply to
mourn his younger brother who was killed
flying over Belgium on Anzac Day 1944,
aged 21, but he saw war service as an
ultimate sacrifice for community, to be
respected by all. Through his life, Earle
delivered a drasha at
Shabbat services every
Anzac Day. Margaret’s
commitment stems
from her personal war
service and ongoing
work at the AWM. She
has been honoured by
the AWM with a special
medal for her service.
Over many years
Margaret researched
the files of Jewish
military personnel,
building up a list of
names of fallen Jewish
servicemen.
In the meantime, the plinth in the foyer of
the NJMC served as the interim memorial.
It is inscribed:

DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY
OF JEWS WHO LAID DOWN
THEIR LIVES FOR AUSTRALIA,
which surrounds a permanently lit
Magen David.
Each of the sides of the plinth carries
the Hebrew characters: YIZKOR –
Remember.
Architectural plans were drawn up in 2004
for a design to be located in the portico
beyond the foyer of the NJMC, consisting of
etched panels of glass. These plans were
shelved as finances were not available for
the project, nor was there a suitable
commemorative occasion
to dedicate a memorial.
The Centenary of Anzac
Jewish Program (CoAJP)
committee was formed in
June 2014, a year after
Earle’s death. It signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding between
ECAJ, the Federation of
Australian Jewish ExService Associations
(FAJEX) and AJHS.
Commonwealth grant
money was obtained from
the Saluting Their Service Grant program,
and the centenary of General Sir John
Monash’s knighthood on 12 August 2018
provided the appropriate occasion to
dedicate the newly designed national
memorial.

Earle Hoffman

President Federal Association of
Jewish Ex-Service Men & Women

Margaret Beadman

ABOVE:
Mar-April, 1988.
Erection of David
Ben Gurion Garden

LEFT:
17 April, 1988
Official opening of
David Ben-Gurion
Garden.
L to R: Israeli
Ambassador Avi Kedar,
Ros Kelly MP, Ruth
Holzman, Dinah
Krongold, Henry
Krongold

Australia has a number of Jewish
war memorials located in the
various states but there has been
no national Jewish war memorial,
that is, until the ACT Jewish
Community determined that such
a memorial to all Jewish
Australians who gave their lives
while on active service should be
built.
And now, on this auspicious day
that also marks the centenary of
Sir John Monash being knighted
on the battlefield by the King, it
has been achieved; we now have
an Australian Jewish War
Memorial appropriately in the
nation’s capital city, Canberra.
On behalf of the Federal
Association of Jewish Ex-Service
Men and Women (FAJEX) and all
our state affiliates, I extend my
congratulations to the ACT Jewish
Community and to all those who
supported this project for bringing
it to fruition. This is a wonderful
memorial identifying the names of
all of the 341 Jewish service
personnel who have given their
lives in the nation’s cause.
The memory of their loyalty,
commitment and heroism is
forever recorded here for all to
see and for all to reflect on what
their sacrifice has meant in
securing our freedom and in
upholding our values and our
democratic way of life.
LEST WE FORGET

ABOVE: 5 November 1986: Leaders of the Jewish community at the Australian War Memorial during the
visit by Israel’s President Chaim Herzog. L to R: Kurt Gottlieb, Arie Doobov, Ruth Holzman, Mrs Liebler,
Sylvia Deutsch, Mark Liebler, Sue Doobov, Sophie Caplan, Leslie Caplan, Earle Hoffman.
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Honorary Secretary, ACT Jewish Community
Centenary of Anzac Jewish Program ACT Coordinator

I

n 2014, a small team of ACT Jewish Community (ACTJC) members recommenced
consideration of the building of an Australian Jewish War Memorial (AJWM) in the grounds
of the National Jewish Memorial Centre. The commencement of the Centenary of Anzac
Jewish Program provided an important platform for initiating the major commitment that proved
to be required: funding had to be raised, a methodology adopted for constituting a Roll of
Honour, there would need to be extensive consultation with stakeholders, and a design
commissioned for the installation and landscaping. The project was implemented via a committee
chaired by Merrilyn Sernack and including David and Adele Rosalky.
These activities occupied the next four
years. During that time, the AJWM team
made a number of decisions on location
and design, with the assistance of the
Project Management team from Xact
Project Consultants and seed funding of
$10,000 from the ACTJC. The team also
had the benefit of a number of Centenary
of Anzac Jewish commemoration events

occurring around Australia. The decision
was made to seek Federal Grant funding
for a commemoration event to be
scheduled in Canberra on 11 November
2018: the centenary of the Armistice. This
event was subsequently rescheduled as
the Commemoration of the Centenary of
General Sir John Monash’s Knighthood on
12 August 1918 at Bertangles in France.

An application for grant funding was
submitted to the Department of Veterans’
Affairs to stage the commemoration
event, to assist with the publication of
Mark Dapin’s book Jewish Anzacs, and to
host the Harold Collins Travelling
Exhibition. We received grant funding for
each of these elements in 2015. That
money was set aside in anticipation of the
planned Centenary of Anzac Jewish
commemoration event in August 2018
and the arrival of the Harold Collins
Travelling Exhibition in Canberra.
Following the successful Capital Campaign
Appeal run by the ACTJC in 2016, we had
the opportunity to leverage the services
of the Xact team led by Bruce Henry, who
had been commissioned to build Stage 1
of the building project. It was feasible, we
felt, to use the momentum provided by
the Stage 1 project to begin the design
phase of the cenotaph. The timing was
very tight with the Stage 1 elements being
scheduled for completion in April 2017
and the cenotaph scheduled to be
dedicated in August 2018. Funding had to
be found, the design had to be finalised,
fabrication had to be undertaken and we
would need buy-in from each of the
Jewish Ex-Service Men’s and Women’s
Associations on the composition of the
Roll of Honour and the elements of the
Centenary Commemoration Service.
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On this basis, obtaining Federal grant
funds to build the installation was
critical and a very carefully prepared
and costed grant submission was
lodged in December 2017. Preparations
for the cenotaph began immediately,
using the ACTJC’s $10,000 seed funding.
In the interim, while awaiting the
outcome of the second grant
application, the site was cleared and
discussions on design concepts
commenced.
We were fortunate at this stage that it
was recommended that the use of the
existing but overgrown David Ben
Gurion Garden be the possible site of
the AJWM.
Geoff Farquhar-Still, from Artillion Pty
ltd provided the original design concept
from which the final design was chosen.
Geoff is an experienced memorial
designer and his company, Artillion
served as the fabricator and installer.
The services of David Moyle, Landscape
Architect, and his company Redbox
Design Group provided the final design
of the AJWM garden and ceremonial
areas.
Throughout this period we liaised
extensively on the final list of names to
be presented on the Roll of Honour.
While preliminary work had been
undertaken by a number of our
members on an Honour Roll over the
years, we felt the need to identify a
single source of truth from which a
definitive list of names could be agreed
by all stakeholders.
A list of names in Mark Dapin’s book
Jewish Anzacs had been compiled and
published with the assistance of the
Australian Jewish Historical Society
(AJHS). However, issues had arisen postpublication that would need to be
resolved. We decided to use this list as
the starting point and to determine any
outstanding issues of fact, citation, and
inclusion/exclusion through the
auspices of Peter Allen, Coordinator of
the Centenary of Anzac Jewish Program,
with the active cooperation and
collaboration of the AJHS.
We also decided to promulgate the
proposed list of Honour Roll names to
Jewish communities across Australia so
that people would have the opportunity
to comment on what was being
proposed. An ACTJC web page was
launched early in 2018 to host the list
and enable comments to be received. At
this time, we also approached
individuals and organisations to seek
donations to fund the building of the
AJWM.
The fabrication of the 12 AJWM panels
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commenced at Artillion’s studio in
Fyshwick in July 2018 and they were
installed at the beginning of August
2018. Landscaping was also completed
at this stage, along with the installation
of the refurbished ceremonial
flagpoles.
The Department of Veterans’ Affairs
advised partial approval of our second
grant application in May 2018, leaving a
shortfall to cover landscaping costs.
At this time we also commissioned
Margaret Hadfield to paint a portrait of
General Sir John Monash. The unveiling
of the portrait would provide a unique
Canberra element of the
Commemoration Service, and would be
a wonderful complement to the newly
completed Sir John Monash Lecture Hall
as part of the Stage 1 building project.
Through the extraordinary efforts of
our Office Managers, Vicki Coleman and
Alice Hekimian, we put together a
program for an event that could
accommodate a dual location: the
dedication service for the AJWM that
would take place outside, and the
commemoration service that would
take place upstairs in the Fanny
Reading Auditorium.
The event program was specifically
designed to capture the diversity and
energy of the ACT Jewish Community
while being reflective in tone. To this
end we commissioned an audio visual
presentation, musical elements and
floral arrangements for the inside
service. We also had the great good
fortune to obtain the assistance of the
Federation Guard to provide the
Catafalque Party for the outside
dedication service, and they gave very
generously of their time, expertise and
kit. The forecourt of the cenotaph was
decorated with a field of poppies hand
knitted and crocheted by members of
the ACT Jewish Community.
We have subsequently received many
commendations both within and
outside the ACTJC for our efforts. We
achieved everything we set out to
achieve. The ACTJC is now the proud
custodian of a perpetual national war
memorial to our gallant Jewish
servicemen who died in the Service of
the Australian Defence Forces.
LEST WE FORGET
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President, ACT Jewish
Community
Dear Friends and Members,
On behalf of the ACT Jewish
Community, I am delighted
to welcome you to the
Dedication of the Australian
Jewish War Memorial to
honour Australian Jewish
military personnel who
have died in wars serving
our country.
This event also marks the
Centenary of General Sir
John Monash’s Knighthood –
a man of significance and
stature who was a key
architect of the allied
successes in France that led
to the end of World War I.
May we all learn from his
contribution to our
country.
I am very pleased that our
community is hosting this
event in partnership with
the Centenary of Anzac
Jewish Program, the Federal
Association of Jewish ExService Men & Women, the
Executive Council of
Australian Jewry, the
Australian Jewish Historical
Society and the Sydney
Jewish Museum.
The Australian Jewish War
Memorial will stand as a
symbol of our contribution
to the broader Australian
community.
LEST WE FORGET

Lieutenant Leonard Maurice Keysor VC was a British-born Australian recipient of
the Victoria Cross, the highest award for gallantry "in the face of the enemy" that
can be awarded to British and Commonwealth forces.
He was born on 3 November 1885 at Maida Vale in Greater London, spent ten
years in Canada while growing up, then migrated to Sydney a few months before
the outbreak of war. He enlisted in the 1st Battalion and sailed for Egypt in
October 1914. He took part in the Gallipoli landing of 25 April 1915 and was
promoted to lance corporal two months later.
Keysor served in the Australian Imperial Force, 1st Australian Infantry Battalion,
for the duration of World War One (1914-1918).
He was one of several men who, although not born in Australia, won the Victoria
Cross as members of the AIF.
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PHOTO: The Battle of Lone Pine during the Gallipoli Campaign, 1915

Keysor won his Victoria Cross during the battle of Lone
Pine in August 1915. By that time he had become a
master bombthrower; during the days and nights of the
battle, he proved his skill time and again. As Turkish
bombs landed in his trench, Keysor would smother the
explosions with sandbags or clothing. If he had time, he
would throw the bombs back - on several occasions he
even caught them in mid-flight before lobbing them
back into the Turkish trenches. He was twice wounded
but refused medical aid, maintaining his efforts for 50
hours. His actions saved the trench and removed the
enemy from the position.
From Gallipoli, Keysor went on to serve in France,
where he was twice promoted, and twice wounded in
1918. He had always considered himself a Londoner
and he returned to Britain to live after the war. He died
on 12 October 1951 at Paddington in London.

Source: Newcastle Herald Google Images

Citation (abridged):
On 7th August 1915, Keysor was in a trench which was
being heavily bombed by the enemy. At great personal
risk he picked up two live bombs and threw them back
at the enemy. Though wounded he continued throwing
bombs, thereby saving a most important portion of the
trench. Next day Keysor bombed the enemy out of a
position from which temporary mastery of his own
trench had been obtained. Although again wounded he
declined evacuation, volunteering to throw bombs for
another company, which had lost all its bombthrowers. He continued to bomb the enemy until the
situation was relieved.

Source: https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/P10676522

©ACTJC 2018

PAGE | 11

President, Federal Association of Jewish Ex-Service Men &
Women

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ex-Service and Serving
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen:
In the annals of the outstanding Jewish contribution to the Australian
military in time of war and in peace, today signifies a truly historical
occasion. It is particularly noteworthy that, almost to the very day, it also
marks the centenary of our greatest soldier, General Sir John Monash,
being knighted in the field by the King. It is rendered even more significant
as this cenotaph is being unveiled by His Excellency, the Governor General
of Australia. Your Excellency, we are indeed grateful to you for honouring
us by your presence here today, and we thank you.
The Federal Association of Jewish Ex-service Men and Women is proud to
be part of this ceremony of dedication of this first Australian national
Jewish war memorial, fittingly in the nation’s capital city.
This wonderful memorial honours each one of those 341 whose names are
inscribed here. Coming from the small Australian Jewish community, only
ever around half of 1% of the population, these 341, who gave their lives in
serving their country, reflect a deep loyalty and a willingness to stand up
for our national values. Their example continues through those many
members of the Australian Jewish community currently serving in the
Navy, Army and Air Force, some of whom are here with us today. I
acknowledge them all and especially salute our organisation’s esteemed
Patron, Major General Jeffery Rosenfeld AC.
By any measure, the record of Australia’s Jews in service is exemplary,
whether for volunteering, for gallantry and heroism in battle, for
leadership or for sacrifice. Monash wrote in 1919 regarding the Jewish
soldiers’ contribution in the war that had just ended that
“It is a record which will enshrine, for the affectionate admiration of
the coming generation, the memory of faithful and loyal service to
country and cause, and of self-sacrifice in endurance, suffering, and
even death.” (Foreword in Boas-The Australian YMCA with the Jewish Soldier
of the Australian Imperial Force, London 1919, Garden City Press)

Today, the Federal Association of Jewish Ex-service Men and Women,
together with our various state affiliates all represented here and, indeed I
am sure, – everyone gathered here, honours all those who have served
and who are serving, and we remember those who gave their lives in
active service. Since the first Jewish returned soldiers circles came
together soon after World War I, then the various state Jewish ex-service
Associations that were established just before or soon after World War II
and with their affiliation as a Federal body in 1948, the importance of
mutual support and of remembering and promoting awareness of the
contribution and sacrifice of so many has remained their objective.
I express our gratitude and thanks to the ACT Jewish
Community and all associated with bringing this war
memorial to reality.
At this unique dedication ceremony today, we are especially
proud to honour all those Jewish Australians who have given
so much in the ongoing fight to ensure our freedoms,
LEST WE FORGET
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CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE:
Governor General arriving; the Catafalque Party in
position; MC Dr David Rosalky welcoming guests;
Governor General, General Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC and
Lady Cosgrove unveiling the Cenotaph; Mr Julian Leeser
MP reading the Prime Minister’s message; General Angus
Campbell, Hon Mark Dreyfus QC MP, Major General
Jeffrey Rosenfeld AC OBE KStj (with back to camera);
Federation Guard’s Catafalque Party enters.
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Governor-General
of the Commonwealth of Australia
Patron-in-Chief
of the General Sir John Monash Foundation
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Senior Rabbi to the Australian
Defence Force

Bless, oh God, our country of
Australia
And all its inhabitants.
Let us have dreams in this land of
long dreams
Let the hot winds from the desert
fire our imagination
Let the red soil of the plains keep
us rooted to the things that
matter.
Let the deep waters of our oceans
and lakes
flow into our hearts giving us
depth and understanding.
Let us remember the original
inhabitants of this land of
lingering song lines.
May we stand as strong and as
mighty as our mountains and be
as gentle as our places of quiet
beauty.
May Your spirit vitalise this great
land, may it enter the hearts of
our government and leaders.
Protect the members of the ADF
whether at home or overseas.
Implant in our hearts a spirit of
love and unity that we may work
and live together in harmony and
fellowship for the well-being of
this society that we are building
together.

Governor-General of Australia
Patron-in-Chief of the General Sir John Monash Foundation

Chief of the Defence Force

Representing the Government of Australia
Representing the Leader of the Opposition

Representing the Chief Minister, Australian Capital Territory
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Co-Patron, Centenary of Anzac Jewish Program
Patron, Federal Association of Jewish Ex-Service Men & Women
Patron, Victorian Association of Jewish Ex & Servicemen &
Women Australia

Host Rabbi, ACT Jewish
Community
Senior Rabbi to the Australian
Defence Force

י ְִתגַּדַּ ל וְ י ְִת ַּקדַּ ׁש ְׁשמֵ ּה ַּרבָּ א
עּותּה וְ י ְַּמלִיְך
ֵ בְ עָּ לְמָּ א ִדי בְ ָּרא כִ ְר
ְכּותּה
ֵ מַּ ל
בְ חַּ יֵיכֹון ּובְ יֹומֵ יכֹון ּובְ חַּ יֵי ְדכָּל
בֵ ית י ְִש ָּר ֵאל
. וְ ִא ְמרּו ָּאמֵ ן.בַּ ֲע ָּגלָּא ּובִ זְ מַּ ן ָּק ִריב
ְיהֵ א ְׁשמֵ ּה ַּרבָּ א ְמבָּ ַּרְך לְעָּ לַּם
ּולְעָּ לְמֵ י עָּ לְמַּ יָּא
י ְִתבָּ ַּרְך וְ י ְִׁש ַּתבַּ ח וְ י ְִתפ ַָּּאר
וְ י ְִתרֹומַּ ם וְ י ְִתנַּשֵ א וְ י ְִתהַּ דָּ ר
,וְ י ְִתעַּ ֶּלה וְ י ְִתהַּ לָּל ְׁשמֵ ּה ְד ֻק ְד ָּׁשא
 לְעֵ לָּא ִמן כָּל בִ ְרכָּ ָּתא.בְ ִריְך הּוא
יר ָּתא תֻ ְׁשבְ חָּ ָּתא וְ נֶּחֱ מָּ ָּתא
ָּ וְ ִׁש
 וְ ִא ְמרּו ָּא ֵמן.ירן בְ עָּ ל ְָּמא
ָּ דַּ אֲ ִמ
ְיהֵ א ְׁשלָּמָּ ה ַּרבָּ א ִמן ְׁשמַּ יָּא
 עׇ לֵינּו וְ עַּ ל כׇל י ְִש ָּר ֵאל,וְ חַּ יִים
.וְ ִא ְמרּו ָּאמֵ ן
 הּוא,עֹושה ׁשָּ לֹום בִ ְמרֹומָּ יו
ֶּ
 וְ עַּ ל כָּל,ַּיע ֲֶּשה ׁשָּ לֹום עָּ לֵינּו
.י ְִש ָּר ֵאל וְ ִא ְמרּו ָּאמֵ ן

Let the glory of God be extolled,
and God’s great name be hallowed
in the world whose creation God
willed. May God rule in our own
day, in our own lives, and in the
life of all Israel, and let us say:
Amen.
Let God’s great name be blessed
for ever and ever.
Beyond all the praises, songs, and
adorations that we can utter is
the Holy One, the Blessed One,
whom yet we glorify, honor, and
exalt. And let us say: Amen.
For us and for all Israel, may the
blessing of peace and the promise
of life come true, and let us say:
Amen.
May the One who causes peace to
reign in the high heavens, cause
peace to reign among us and all
Israel and let us say: Amen.
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President, WA Association of
Jewish Ex-Servicemen & Women
They shall grow not old, as we
that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the
years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and
in the morning
We will remember them.
Audience responds: “We will
remember them”.
Lest we Forget.
Audience responds: “Lest we
Forget”.

P

aul Cullen, who distinguished himself in the African,
Middle Eastern and Pacific theatres of World War II, was
a rumbustious character whose extraordinary life seems
to leap from a Rider Haggard novel. Yet Cullen was the genuine
article, a man who responded to life's slings and arrows with
guts, laughter, love and dash.
All who met him were struck by his wit,
intellect and barnstorming character; all
he befriended knew a loyal and steadfast
bloke who could not deny a friend
in need.

Australians all let us rejoice,
For we are young and free;
We’ve golden soil and wealth for
toil;
Our home is girt by sea;
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts
Of beauty rich and rare;
In history’s page, let every stage
Advance Australia Fair.
In joyful strains then let us sing,
Advance Australia Fair.
Beneath our radiant Southern
Cross
We’ll toil with hearts and hands;
To make this Commonwealth of
ours
Renowned of all the
lands;
ve
For those who’ve
come across the
seas
We’ve
boundless
plains to
share;
With courage
let us all
combine
To Advance
Australia Fair.
In joyful strains then
let us sing,
Advance Australia Fair.
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A soldier at heart, he
cared for his men and
showed them that he
cared. In 78 years of
near‑continuous
involvement with the
Australian Army, he
cherished most his
command of the 2/1st
Battalion in Papua, where his troops led
the counter-offensive against the
Japanese over the Kokoda Track.

he was dragged onto the escaping vessel.
Cullen, who has died at 98, was born Paul
Alfred Cohen, at Newcastle, the youngest
of three children to businessman
Sir Samuel Cohen and his wife
Elma (née Hart). In 1913, the
family moved to a mansion
in Woollahra, with five livein servants. Paul attended
Cranbrook School, surfed
at Bondi and rode horses in
Centennial Park. His father,
knighted in 1937, became the
recognised lay leader of the NSW
Jewish community.

Impulsiveness
served him
best in war

Cullen's impulsive heroism was perhaps
best captured during the evacuation of
Crete in 1941, when his unit's last boat got
stuck on the sand. Cullen jumped off and,
with the help of a wave, pushed it away,
leaving him at the mercy of advancing
Germans. His batman hurled a rope and

Though pampered as a child, Paul learned
life's tougher lessons. "The iron entered
my soul," he recalled, when caned at
school after being unfairly accused of a
"spectacular fart". When the real culprit
was made head prefect, Cohen left school
a year before matriculation, to join an
accounting firm.

On coming second in the NSW accounting
exams, he impetuously insisted on being
made a partner. When the firm rebuffed
the 23-year old, he left to set up his own
practice, JAL Gunn & Cohen, with friend
John Gunn. The firm flourished, but hardly
contained Cullen's ambition. He helped
establish a relief fund for Jewish refugees
fleeing Nazi Germany; co-founded
Australian Fixed Trusts, the nation's first
unit trust; and became founding treasurer
of the Temple Emanuel, Australia's first
reform synagogue. In 1932, he married
Phyllis Marjorie Sampson, and the couple
produced twins, Christopher and Dinah.
When Australia declared war on Germany,
Cullen volunteered for the 2nd Australian
Imperial Force as Captain Paul Cohen,
commanding B Company of the 2/2nd
Battalion, 16th Brigade. In 1941, he and
his elder brother registered their
surname as Cullen: Jewish soldiers knew
their likely fate should they fall into
German hands. Paul later abandoned
Judaism - "too dogmatic" - for a quiet
atheism.
The 2/2nd Battalion was "blooded" at
Bardia, the North African desert fortress
where Australian and British units
defeated far bigger Italian forces and
captured 40,000 prisoners, whose cries of
"Aqua! Aqua!" Cullen would never forget.
His battalion were in the vanguard of the
attack on Tobruk and participated in the
terrible retreat from Greece, during which
Cullen led a fragment of his men through
the icy northern mountains ahead of
German tanks. On Chios, during the
journey to Crete, Cullen's unit spent a
night in a nunnery, where he stumbled
into the wrong dorm and awoke a room
of screaming neophytes.
The Pacific crisis brought the 16th Brigade
home to join the desperate struggle
against the Japanese over the Owen
Stanley Mountains. Cullen had been
promoted to lieutenant colonel in
command of the 2/1st Battalion. In
October 1942, General MacArthur
farewelled his brigade as they marched
off over the Kokoda Track: "By some act
of God [you have] been chosen for this
job. The eyes of the Western world are
upon you. Good luck and don't stop."
At Eora Creek, Cullen was ordered to force
the river crossing in the sights of Japanese
machine guns. Thirteen men had already
died in the attempt but Cullen's men did
it. They never gave up. At Oivi, Gorari and
Sanananda - the turning points in the
Pacific land war, wrote Eric Bergerud - his
battalion wiped out Japanese forces in
hand-to-hand fighting.
After the war, Cullen refused to testify at
the War Crimes hearings, partly because
he sensed the futility of blaming soldiers
after a tragedy of such scale; and partly

Major General Paul Cullen AC.
Portrait by Matthew Lynn hung at the National Portrait Gallery

because he knew of instances where AIF
personnel had machine-gunned Japanese
prisoners.
Cullen never really left the army. He
commanded the 45th Battalion, of the
Citizen Military Forces. He rose to
brigadier and, in 1962, to major general,
becoming head of the Army Reserves.
As president of Austcare, he jointly
received the Nansen Medal, the UN's
highest accolade for refugee relief. In
business, he co-founded Mainguard,
Australia's first merchant bank, which
failed after a poor investment in a rice
farm. Cullen bounced back, with several ill
-fated rural ventures. The risk-taking that
served in war often seemed to override
his civilian judgment.
His tumultuous private life was
exhausting for the women drawn into his
orbit. His second marriage, to Jenny
Whitington (nee Drake-Brockman), ended
in bitter divorce, after which she kept the
family farm at Braidwood. Cullen noted:
"Every time you have a divorce your farm
gets further from Sydney." In 1973 he

married Eve Daly, a woman of earthly
beauty and great character whose
energies almost matched his. From 1983
the couple raised Galloway cattle at
Wingello Park, near Goulburn.
In war, he was honoured with a DSO and
bar; in peace, with a CBE and AC. Asked to
sum up his life, he said: "Reckless,
impulsive. But those qualities have served
me well. I've had a wonderful life."
He is survived by his first two wives,
children Christopher and Dinah, eight
grandchildren and 19 great grandchildren.
A full military service will be held at
Victoria Barracks at 10.30 am today.
Paul Ham, Sydney Morning Herald, 26
September 2007 (sic).

[Major General Paul Cullen passed away
on 7 October 2007].

https://www.smh.com.au/national/
impulsiveness-served-him-best-in-war20070926-gdr70j.html
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ir John Monash (1865-1931), soldier, engineer and administrator, was born on 27 June
1865 in West Melbourne, eldest of three children and only son of Louis Monash (18311894) and his wife Bertha, née Manasse. Several generations of John's paternal ancestors
had lived at Krotoschin (Krotoszyn), Posen province (Poznan, Poland), Prussia, near Breslau
(Wroclaw). Almost one-third of the town's population was Jewish. John's grandfather BaerLoebel Monasch was a learned publisher and printer. His uncle by marriage Heinrich Graetz was
the eminent historian of the Jewish people. His father Louis migrated to Melbourne in 1854,
prospered as a merchant, was naturalized in 1856 and was secretary of the Deutscher Verein. He
returned to Europe in 1863, married Bertha (of Dramburg, near Stettin (Szczecin)), and next
year took her back to Melbourne.
John was brought up bilingually (but never
acquired any Yiddish); his parents spoke
good English. For three years he attended
St Stephen's Church of England School,
Richmond. His father had suffered
'terrible losses' and was never again to be
well off. He opened a store at Jerilderie,
New South Wales, where John attended
the public school in 1875-77 under William
Elliott who delighted in the boy's
intelligence and taught him all the
mathematics he knew. In some anguish
Bertha returned with the children to
Melbourne late in 1877, to further their
education; Louis followed five years later
with enough savings to build a modest
villa at Hawthorn. John enrolled at Scotch
College under Alexander Morrison. His
parents had largely abandoned religious
practice, but John sang in the choir at the
East Melbourne synagogue and
celebrated his bar mitzvah there. His
mother attracted a wide circle of friends
to her Richmond home; they were
musical, German or Jewish but included
the Deakin and Hodgson families. Bertha
was a proficient pianist; John had begun
to play by 5.
Classically Jewish in their expectations for
their first-born son, John's parents drove
him hard. In her husband's absence,
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Bertha talked much with the boy who
developed a precocious articulateness
and ease in adult company. At school he
was studious and quiet, without games
skills; later he was a good runner, a
mediocre horseman and a fair shot. He
retained a lifelong affection for Scotch
College. He matriculated at 14 and in
1880, in the sixth form under Moses
Moses, was second in mathematics and
logic to (Sir) James McCay, his lifelong
friend and rival. Morrison persuaded him
to return for another year; after a highly
ingenious prize essay on Macbeth, he was
equal dux in 1881 and at the public
examinations won the mathematics
exhibition and came fourth in the class
list in French and German.
John had firmly decided to take arts and
engineering at the University of
Melbourne. (Nearly fifty years later,
distributing the prizes at Scotch, he
instructed the dux in mathematics, (Sir)
Archibald Glenn: 'You'll do engineering, of
course'.) His first-year lecturers did not
excite him and he began his own course
of concentrated reading at the Public
Library of Victoria, mainly in English
literature and history; he was also stagestruck, attending the theatre twice a week
(deceiving his mother), spoke and

debated at the Wesley Church Mutual
Improvement Society of which he became
secretary, began to keep diaries and
experimented with journalism and writing
stories. He attended the lectures
by Thomas Walker the secularist, but his
reading had already led him to a
freethinking or pantheist attitude to
religion. He failed his first-year
examinations.
He knuckled down, however, and in 1883
passed with third- and in 1884 with
second-class honours, becoming
passionately interested in mathematics.
He tutored a few students and managed
almost to keep himself. He played much
chess and kept up the piano, sometimes
performing in public; a Chopin 'Polonaise'
was his star piece. Monash furthermore
became deeply involved in student
politics, being a co-founder of the
Melbourne University Union, active in
arranging debates, socials and concerts,
and editor of the first twelve issues
of Melbourne University Review in 1884-85.
He was also in 1884 one of the first to join
the university company of the 4th
Battalion, Victorian Rifles: 5 ft 8¾ ins (175
cm) tall, well-built but slim and agile, the
raw recruit rose to colour sergeant within
fourteen months.
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His ambition to contest for the glittering
prizes had been naked. His awareness of
his talents—of being predestined or
chosen—the high expectations of his
parents, his relative poverty and the
consciousness of being an outsider—
doubly so as a Jew of Prussian parentage—
all made for an unusually determined
assertiveness. Yet as a student he had a
rare ideal of what a university and what a
university student ought to be. His
ingratiating and yet combative manner, his
craving to be the centre of attention, his
sensitivity to slights, his vanity were all
obvious, but his intellect and achievements
won respect and friendships.

27 June 1865
West Melbourne, Melbourne,
Victoria, Australia

8 October 1931
Toorak, Melbourne, Victoria,
Australia

Heart disease

German

•
•
•
•

Anglican
Jewish
Methodist
Presbyterian

• St Stephen's Church of England
School (Richmond, Melbourne)
• Jerilderie Public School (NSW)
• Scotch College (Melbourne)
• University of Melbourne

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

army officer
bridge builder
civil engineer
colonial militia (Australia)
company director
military historian
patent attorney
public servant
public service head
university vice-chancellor
Zionist
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During his mother's long fatal illness in
1885, Monash abandoned his course.
Highly distressed, he trod an erratic path
for the next few years. His father was
stricken and his business as a financial
agent was yielding little. John had to
contribute to the family finances. His sister
Mathilde, dux of Presbyterian Ladies'
College in 1886 and later a languageteacher, was running the household and
looking after her sister Louise. Through his
friend J. B. Lewis, Monash found a post on
construction of Princes Bridge over the
Yarra which gave him valuable experience
for more than two years. After a bungled
attempt in 1886, he passed his university
third-year in 1887 as a part-time student,
but abandoned his intention of sitting for
honours in mathematics. Early in 1888 he
was fortunate to be given charge of
construction of the Outer Circle eastern
suburban railway-line which he capably
concluded after three years 'enormous and
extensive experience', having in August
1890 lucidly and unpretentiously
addressed the university's Engineering
Students' Society on 'The Superintendence
of Contracts'. In November 1891, after the
collapse of the boom, he was grateful to
find a post with the Melbourne Harbor
Trust.
During the peak years of the boom, when
Monash pursued a giddy social career, his
chief centre was the German Club; but by
1889 he largely abandoned it because his

sympathies were 'too English'. In 1886-87
his performance as a pianist reached its
highest point. Balls and dances, the opera
and theatre, annual walking trips
(especially to Mount Buffalo and the Alps)
and—particularly—girls filled his leisure
time. Habitual flirtation led to several
embarrassing close associations and
eventually, in 1888-89 to a
tempestuous affaire with Annie Gabriel, a
non-Jewish married woman. In September
1889, in a markedly unstable condition,
Monash reached the point of attempting to
abscond with her to another colony and
thus, in disgrace, to abandon his cultural
heritage—but just in time her husband
carried her off to Sydney. A month later,
impulsively, he became engaged to 20-year
-old Hannah Victoria Moss whom he
married on 8 April 1891. Their only child
Bertha was born on 22 January 1893.
Before and after marriage, seemingly
incompatible but bonded by deep
attraction, they fought and made up
constantly. Indeed they separated for ten
months in 1894-95.
In 1890 Monash resolved to complete his
degrees. On 4 April 1891 he took out his
B.C.E., having won the Argus scholarship
with a high second-class honour. In 189192 he crammed himself through the exams
for municipal surveyors' and water-supply
engineers' qualifications. Identifying a
possible lucrative monopoly in legal
engineering, again in 1891-92 he forced
himself through a law degree, by lastminute cramming, probably without
having attended a single lecture. In
December 1892 he completed arts by
conquering his bugbear Latin. He formally
graduated (M.Eng., 1893; B.A., LL.B., 1895)
when he could afford the fees. It had been
an astonishing spare-time programme.
Given opportunity and concentration, he
might have won first-class honours in any
of engineering, mathematics, modern
languages, philosophy or English literature.

The university company had been
disbanded in July 1886. Monash had
applied unsuccessfully for a commission in
the Engineers; but joined the North
Melbourne Battery
of the Metropolitan
Brigade of the
Garrison Artillery,
whose fixed guns
defended the
Victorian ports,
being appointed
probationary
lieutenant on 5 April
1887. By then he had
almost settled on a
combination of
engineering and
soldiering as his
life's work. Military
theory had begun to
excite him and he
enjoyed the control
Monash congratulating a soldier of the 2nd Australian Division to whom he of men in a hierarchical
had just presented a decoration, at a ceremony held near Camon, France, on
disciplined structure.
July 13, 1918. (Australian War Memorial).
Moreover a military
SOURCE: http://www.abc.net.au/

commission carried much more status
than the professions of engineering and
teaching.
Monash made many blunders in his early
relations with fellow officers, especially at
the annual Easter camps at Queenscliff; he
got on better with other ranks. He joined
the Naval and Military Club. He was chiefly
responsible for construction of a dummy
practice-gun which served for several
years as a useful training device. He
lectured frequently on artillery, weapons,
explosives, practical mechanics and many
other subjects, within the militia and in
public, and his expository ability won
recognition. By 1893 he was senior
subaltern in the Garrison Artillery. He was
active in and became secretary of the
United Service Institution of Victoria.
Under the patronage now of LieutenantColonel W. H. Hall, he was promoted
captain at last on 18 October 1895. Next
year he sat the examinations for major
(which, he calculated, made 94 written
exams in 17 years) and was promoted on 2
April 1897 with command of the North
Melbourne Battery, which he was to retain
for another eleven years. Although work in
coastal artillery was highly specialized and
something of a backwater, it was there
that Monash developed his gift for
administration and learned to command
men with fatherly authority. He did not
volunteer for and was not invited to take
part in the South African War. Coastal
artillerymen were irrelevant, men of his
age with family and business
responsibilities were hardly expected to
go; moreover his support for the war was
less than whole-hearted.
Retrenched by the Harbor Trust in the
depth of the depression in April 1894,
Monash boldly launched into private
practice with his friend J. T. Noble
Anderson as civil, mining and mechanical
engineers and patent agents. For three
years they struggled on, carrying out a
wide variety of minor tasks; a contract to
design and install an 'aerial tramway' for
transporting quartz at Walhalla gave hardwon experience but little profit. Their
situation, however, improved from mid1897 when Monash came suddenly into
demand as an advocate and expert
witness in legal-engineering work. Over
the next two years he spent three-quarters
of his time in other colonies, visiting
Queensland four times and New South
Wales six, and passing twelve months in
Western Australia successfully conducting
claims against the government arising
from a railway-construction project.
Meanwhile Anderson had gained from the
Sydney contractor-engineer F. M.
Gummow the patent rights in Victoria for
Monier reinforced concrete construction.
Monash & Anderson now concentrated on
contracting for bridge-building and
planned to manufacture concrete pipes
with David Mitchell and his employee John
Gibson. Their bridge-building was highly
successful until one of their Bendigo

bridges collapsed under testing and they
had to rebuild at their own cost. Then the
shires of Corio and Bannockburn refused
to make the large final payment for their
Fyansford bridge and, in an eccentric
judgment, were upheld by the Supreme
Court of Victoria early in 1902. All their
capital was gone and they were deeply in
debt. Anderson, with a large family to
support, left for a job in New Zealand.
Humiliated, and justifiably complaining of
his 'cursed bad luck', Monash endured
three more years of poverty. Toughened
by hard experience and backed by
business associates who recognized his
capacity, he began to switch to
constructing buildings and in 1905, with
Gibson as managing director, formed the
Reinforced Concrete & Monier Pipe
Construction Co. Ltd. He had paid off his
debts at the rate of £1000 a year.
Protected still by the Monier patents and
largely monopolizing concrete
construction, the company undertook a
dozen jobs at a time and formed a South
Australian subsidiary. By 1913 Monash was
worth over £30,000. In 1910 he had made
his first overseas trip: to Britain, the
Continent and, briefly, the United States of
America whose technological
achievements deeply impressed him. In
England he formed an intimate friendship
with the scientist Walter Rosenhain who
had married his sister Lou.
Meanwhile his military career had taken a
marked turn for the better. In 1907 he had
seemed to be in a dead end. But Colonel
McCay, commanding the Australian
Intelligence Corps (militia), offered him
charge of the Victorian section and
Monash was promoted lieutenant-colonel
on 7 March 1908. Military mapping—
disgracefully backward—was the prime
task, general intelligence gathering was
also important but, in alliance with his new
friend Major (Sir) Julius Bruche, Monash
involved himself in general staff work. He
attended Colonel Hubert Foster's schools
in military science at the University of
Sydney; helped to prepare for Lord
Kitchener's inspections; suggested,
umpired and reported on tactical
exercises. Above all he studied military
history and in 1911 won the first army gold
-medal essay competition on 'The Lessons
of the Wilderness Campaign,
1864' (Commonwealth Military Journal, April
1912). From 1 June 1913 he was appointed
to command the 13th Infantry Brigade, as
colonel. His conduct of manoeuvres in
February 1914 won the warm approval of
the visiting General Sir Ian Hamilton.
Monash's pamphlet, 100 Hints for Company
Commanders, became a basic training
document.
Monash was now a pillar of Melbourne
society, in the inner swim of business
affairs. He had bought a Toorak mansion
and a luxurious motor car, with a
chauffeur and other servants to match,
and was the calm centre of his extended
family. He lectured and examined in

•
•
•
•
•
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engineering at the university, became
chairman of the graduates' association and
president of the University Club, then from
1912 was elected to the university council
and its more important committees. As
president of the Victorian Institute of
Engineers, in 1913 he gave a constructive
radical critique of his profession and
worked towards foundation of a national
body. He was prominent in the Boy Scout
movement. He was at peace with himself,
recognized enough now with a fair
measure of fame and a wide circle of
friends; he could relax and be more
altruistic. But his career showed signs of a
dying fall. Yet he had superb qualities for
any large job which might crop up:
absolute self-confidence, skill in the
manipulation of men to his forceful will, a
magnificently developed administrative
competence and an intellect never yet
subjected to adequate challenge.
On the outbreak of war Monash acted as
chief censor for four weeks before he was
appointed to command the 4th Infantry
Brigade, Australian Imperial Force. It was
an Australia-wide brigade which had to be
organized and gathered at Broadmeadows,
Victoria, and given elementary training
before sailing with the second contingent
on 22 December 1914. Monash chose as his
brigade major Lieutenant-Colonel J. P.
McGlinn; they were soon intimate friends.
Monash commanded the convoy of
seventeen ships which reached Egypt at
the end of January 1915. The 4th Brigade
went into camp near Heliopolis as part of
Major General Sir Alexander Godley's New
Zealand and Australian Division. Godley
and the corps commander LieutenantGeneral Sir William Birdwood were well
satisfied with Monash's training of the
brigade. At the Gallipoli landing it was in
reserve: Monash did not land until the
morning of 26 April, and was given the leftcentre sector including Pope's Hill and
Quinn's Post to organize while the Turks
counter-attacked. His brigade was still not
fully gathered by the 30th but Monash had
an orderly conference of his battalion
commanders that day. The night offensive
on Baby 700 of 2 May, which Monash had
opposed, was disastrous; according
to Charles Bean it left him 'unstrung, as
well it might'. The brigade played its part in
withstanding the Turkish offensive of 19
May and the break-in to Quinn's on the
29th, and was relieved from the line at the
end of the month.
In July Monash learned of his tardy
promotion to brigadier general at a time
when wild rumours were circulating in
Cairo, London and Melbourne that he had
been shot as a German spy and traitor;
there had been a similar vicious whispering
campaign in Melbourne the previous
October. The brigade now prepared for the
battle of Sari Bair and its part in the left
hook on Hill 971. Their night-march of 6
August was delayed and a vital wrong
turning made. Monash forced himself to
the front, punched his battalions into
position and made good progress against

moderate resistance. But the maps were
faulty, the men were lost and exhausted,
and next morning could only dig in. On the
8th, after attacking, they had to withdraw.
Most of the men were sick, many had
paratyphoid. The remnants then took part
in the unsuccessful attacks on Hill 60,
before being withdrawn to Lemnos.
Monash had three weeks leave in Egypt
where he learned of his appointment as
C.B. The brigade returned to a quiet sector
on Gallipoli. On the final night of the
evacuation Monash was not one of the last
to leave, but rashly sent home an illegal
diary-letter implying that he had been.
Gallipoli had given him a devastating
education. Bean, Birdwood and others left
an impression that his performance had
been mediocre; but his brigade had
performed at least as well as any of the
other three and he had little or no part in
the battle-plans he had to attempt to carry
out. His performance on 7-8 August is open
to criticism, but it came to be recognized
that the attack on Hill 971 was totally
impossible of achievement. Bean reported
the saying that Monash 'would command a
division better than a brigade and a corps
better than a division'.
In Egypt in January 1916 he wearily began
retraining his reconstituted brigade,
distressed by the news of his wife's
operation for cancer. The brigade, after
dismemberment to form daughter units,
joined 4th Division and spent two months
in the local defences east of Suez Canal. In
June they moved to France, to the
Armentières sector, and were immediately
tagged for a substantial diversionary and
unsuccessful night-raid on 2 July. That
month Monash was promoted major
general in command of the new 3rd
Division arriving on Salisbury Plain,
England. He was given two first-rate British
professionals to watch over him,
Lieutenant-Colonels G. H. N. Jackson and H.
M. Farmar, who soon became his admiring
devotees. Training proceeded vigorously.
Monash had a flattering triumph when
King George V himself inspected the
division. In November they moved into the
Armentières sector as part of Godley's II
Anzac Corps and General Sir Herbert
Plumer's Second British Army. Field
Marshal Sir Douglas Haig inspected on 22
December. Monash had established and
retained a remarkably low crime-rate in
the division. By an extraordinary feat of
will-power he had reduced his weight
drastically to 12½ stone (79 kg), which
considerably added to his authority. His
good fortune was, unlike the other
Australian divisions, to serve under Plumer
and Major General Harington, and that his
first major battle, Messines in June 1917,
was Plumer's masterpiece. According to
Bean, Monash 'concentrated upon the
plans an amount of thought and care far
beyond that ever devoted to any other
[A.I.F. operation]'. 'Wonderful detail but not
his job', Harington commented. In the
autumn, during 3rd Ypres, at Broodseinde
Monash brought off the greatest A.I.F.

victory yet. But the weather had broken
and in the following week Monash and his
3rd Division suffered the misery of
Passchendaele.
3rd Division, which Monash was sure was
'one of the Crack Divisions of the British
Army', spent most of the winter quietly in
the Ploegsteert sector. In November it had
at last joined the other divisions in I Anzac
Corps. Monash dined privately with Haig
who let it be known that he wanted him as
a corps commander; at the New Year he
was appointed K.C.B., not a mere
knighthood. In March 1918, in the face of
the great German offensive, he brilliantly
deployed his division to plug the gap in
front of Amiens. They were, however, in
the eye of the storm, and saw little serious
action. But in late April and May they were
heavily involved in aggressive 'peaceful
penetration'. Then, to the general
satisfaction of the A.I.F., Monash was
appointed corps commander from 1 June
and promoted lieutenant-general;
Birdwood remained general officer
commanding the A.I.F. Bean and the
journalist (Sir) Keith Murdoch, however,
carried on a relentless campaign for more
than two months to replace Monash
with Major General (Sir) Brudenell
White and Birdwood with Monash. He
stood to win both ways, but was
determined to test himself in the field at
corps level.
The battle of Hamel of 4 July—'all over in
ninety-three minutes…the perfection of
teamwork', Monash wrote—proved his
point. The Americans participated, and
Monash had to withstand, by
extraordinary force of personality, a lastminute attempt by General Pershing to
withdraw them. Military historians have
acclaimed it as 'the first modern battle',
'the perfect battle'. 'A war-winning
combination had been found: a corps
commander of genius, the Australian
infantry, the Tank Corps, the Royal Artillery
and the RAF'.
Returned soldiers including many senior
officers, and Australian patriots in general,
broadly assumed that Monash inspired the
great offensive of 8 August and thus 'won
the war'. He himself was never quite sure.
He and his army commander, General
Rawlinson, were thinking along similar
lines, but it is almost certain that
Rawlinson anticipated Monash and
allowed him to believe he was the
instigator. At all events, in conjunction
with the Canadians, the break-out on 8
August, 'the black day of the German
army', was a classic set-piece. On 11
August an extraordinary chance gathering
at Villers-Bretonneux of senior allied
generals and politicians made Monash and
Lieutenant-General Sir Arthur Currie, the
Canadian, the centre of congratulations.
Next day the king invested Monash with
his knighthood.
The sixty days from 8 August, with the
A.I.F. as virtual spearhead of the British

army, were glorious. There was a minor
botch on 10 August near Proyart, but
thereafter, until about the end of
September, a series of conclusive victories
followed—at Chuignes, Mont St Quentin
and Péronne especially (where Monash's
ability in a fluid battle was finally proved),
and Hargicourt. The breaking of the
Hindenburg line, during which Monash
commanded some 200,000 including
Americans, was a much more uncertain
matter; and the very last A.I.F. infantry
action at Montbrehain, with heavy
casualties, was probably unnecessary. But
it was a series of victories unsurpassed in
the annals of the British army and,
according to military historians, the 5000
A.I.F. dead were a remarkably light cost.
During the battles Monash had had to deal
with Prime Minister Hughes's decision to
send 6000 veterans home on leave, the
British army's enforcement of
disbandment of some battalions, and the
tragic 'fatigue mutiny' of some of the 1st
Battalion. Exhausted, Monash sought
seclusion in England. Blessedly, the A.I.F.
was moving back into action only on the
day of the Armistice.
Monash perhaps won more than his fair
share of fame, as against other Australian
generals, for he had the great luck to take
command of a magnificent fighting body
just when the tide was about to turn
conclusively in the allies' favour. But the
task could hardly have been better done.
None of the A.I.F. generals compare with
him in intellect, articulateness or personal
magnetism, though White does in
administrative capacity. He won the
undying respect of nearly all his peers,
including the greatest fighting generals.
Remarkably, no serious charge was ever
held against Monash of 'butchery'. His
reputation remains undiminished. Bean, as
historian, remained rather ambivalent,
combining effusive praise with trivial
criticism and some personal distaste.
Monash's international reputation, largely
British, derives from Sir Basil Liddell Hart's
admiration, which has uncritically been
accepted by a succession of historians.
Monash was sometimes admired as 'the
best man in France' but, although he might
have been offered an army if the war had
continued into 1919, the conjecture that a
Jewish colonial militiaman of German
origin could ever have become British
commander-in-chief is absurd. He never
had the opportunity to succeed, or fail, at
the level of high strategy.
As a general, Monash had the first
essential qualities, the capacity to bear
great strain and to make quick and clear
decisions. His sheer intellect, breadth of
grasp, his articulateness especially,
together with his forceful personality,
induced respect and confidence among his
juniors. He worked closely with his staff,
extracting the best from them: the
partnership with his devoted admirer at
corps, Brigadier General (Field Marshal Sir
Thomas) Blamey was famous. He
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item Monash Sir John (National
Archives of Australia)
'Death of Sir John Monash', A2910,
item 416/1/19 (National Archives
of Australia)
'Memorial - Late Sir John Monash',
A458, item X370/6 (National
Archives of Australia)
is appointed Director-General of
Demobilisation, Argus
(Melbourne), 20 November 1918,
p9
is entertained by the Maccabeans
in London; he is the first Jew in a
British Army to obtain the rank of
general, Register (Adelaide), 2 July
1919, p 6
profile, Argus (Melbourne), 24
December 1919, p 7
will receive an enthusiastic
welcome when he returns to
Australia, Traralgon Record
(Traralgon, Vic), 28 November
1919, p 4
discusses citizen military training,
Argus (Melbourne), 24 July 1920, p
19
is awarded a Doctor of
Engineering for his thesis on
'Australian Victories in France in
1918', Healesville and Yarra Glen
Guardian (Vic), 13 November
1920, p 2
is elected vice-chancellor of the
University of Melbourne, Brisbane
Courier, 4 July 1923, p 8
is honoured by the Jewish
community at the opening of the
Jewish War Memorial in Sydney,
Sydney Morning Herald, 12
November 1923, p 8
the writer gives his impressions
on meeting Monash, Sydney
Morning Herald, 3 May 1924, p 13
is appointed president of the Old
Scotch Collegians' Association,
Argus (Melbourne), 5 November
1927, p 24
is reappointed chairman of the
State Electricity Commission,
Argus (Melbourne), 14 December
1927, p 36
the ABC is to broadcast his
funeral service throughout
Australia, Advertiser (Adelaide), 10
October 1931, p 11
overseas tributes to Monash,
Sydney Morning Herald, 10
October 1931, p 11
his funeral was the largest ever
held in Melbourne, Canberra
Times, 12 October 1931, p 2
300,000 people attended his
funeral, Argus (Melbourne), 12
October 1931, p 7
photos of his funeral, Argus
(Melbourne), 12 October 1931, p 5
the Australian War Memorial is
selling reproductions of John
Longstaff's portrait of Monash,
Longreach Leader (Qld), 13
November 1931, p 20
a portrait of Monash, printed in
three colours, and suitable for
framing, is to be issued as an
insert in the Western Mail, West
Australian, 13 October 1931, p 6
Legacy Club tribute to Monash,
Argus (Melbourne), 14 October
1931, p 6
the Commonwealth Government
is to consider erecting a national
memorial in his honour,
Advertiser (Adelaide), 14 October
1931, p 7
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LEFT:
Victorian Military
School of
Instruction. Special
Certificate for
highest rank of
proficiency in
examination for
rank of Major, 1896

BELOW:
Citation a L'
Ordre de L'
Armee, 10
April 1919

ABOVE: John Monash 3 years old [1868] / Davies & Co.,
Photographers, Melbourne. State Library of New South Wales.
Source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/
BELOW:
statelibraryofnsw/12199143986
Appointment to

Colonel in the land
forces from 5
August 1914, by
George V . Source:
monash.edu/
records-archives

ABOVE: Ministry of Defence, Record of promotion to
Lieutenant in Victorian Military Forces, 1889
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LEFT:
His Majesty King George V, knighting
Lieutenant General Sir John Monash,
Australian Corps Commander, at the
Corps Headquarters in the Chateau,
when General Monash was invested
as a Knight Commander of the Bath.
The ordnance shown in the
background is captured material
brought back from the vicinity of
Warfusee-Abancourt; it was
captured on 8 August by Australian
troops. When General Monash took
leave of His Majesty, Major General
M. W. O'Keeffe KCMG CB, DMS,
Fourth Army, who is standing on the
right showing three rows of ribbons,
was invested with the KCMG. Second
from the right is Brigadier General R.
A. Carruthers CB CMG, Deputy
Assistant and Quartermaster
General, Australian Corps.

BELOW: Sir John Monash With
Decorations, Victoria, Australia,
circa 1920s-1930

ABOVE: King George V congratulating Lieutenant General Sir John
Monash, commander, Australian Corps, just after Monash had been
knighted by the King on the steps of the Château de Bertangles,
12 August 1918.. Source: The Anzac Portal—DVA.

Photograph by Elliott and Fry,
London. Circa 1919.
Source: commons.wikimedia.org
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Western Mail, Western Mail, 15
October 1931, p 1s
Rotary Club tribute to Monash,
Argus (Melbourne), 15 October
1931, p 6
a memorial service for Monash is
held at the Hampstead Synagogue
in London, Townsville Daily
Bulletin (Qld), 15 October 1931, p
5
tributes to Monash's memory,
Argus (Melbourne), 16 October
1931, p 6
tribute to Monash by his
childhood friend, Felix Meyer,
Advertiser (Adelaide), 17 October
1931, p 8
nearly 2000 people attended a
united memorial service for
Monash at the Synagogue, Toorak
Rd, Argus (Melbourne), 19
October 1931, p 8
tribute to Monash from the
chairman of the State Electricity
Commission, Argus (Melbourne),
20 October 1931, p 6
a memorial service for Monash
was held in the Braille Hall,
Prahan, Argus (Melbourne), 26
October 1931, p 9
probate, Argus (Melbourne), 30
October 1931, p 6
the Institution of Engineers is to
raise 10,000 pds to erect a
memorial to Monash, Argus
(Melbourne), 17 December 1931,
p8
the Jewish community hopes to
erect a memorial to Monash,
consisting of a forest of 10,000
eucalyptus trees, in Israel, Sydney
Morning Herald, 23 June 1932, p 8
the Old Scotch Collegians'
Association presents Scotch
College with a memorial gate in
honour of Monash, Argus
(Melbourne), 13 February 1936, p
8
photo of Leslie Bowles with a
miniature of the statute of the Sir
Monash Memorial statue which is
to be erected near the Shrine of
Remembrance in Melbourne,
Sydney Morning Herald, 27
November 1937, p 12
a former employee relates his
experiences with Monash,
Western Mail (Perth), 19 January
1939, p 2
the shipment to England, for
casting, of the model of the
statute of Monash will be delayed
until after the war, Argus
(Melbourne), 18 October 1941, p 3
article about Monash by a
colleague from the State
Electricity Commission, Morwell
Advertiser (Morwell, Vic), February
1946, p 5
many ex-servicemen attended the
annual pilgrimage to his grave
yesterday, Argus (Melbourne), 31
October 1949, p 12
the Governor-General unveils the
Sir John Monash memorial statue
near the Shrine of Remembrance,
Townsville Daily Bulletin (Qld), 13
November 1950, p 2
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Seven Dwarfs and the Age of the
Mandarins
Chris McConville, Melbourne
Crime: From War to Depression,
1919-1929
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developed the practice of conferences of
senior officers, not merely to cover a mass
of detail, but to facilitate knowledge of
what was expected right down the line. He
held the view that warfare was essentially
a problem in engineering, of mobilizing
resources, like the conduct of a large
industrial undertaking; in 1918 the men in
the line knew that all was right behind
them. He eagerly made use of the most
recent innovations. He took the view that
an energetic offensive policy, 'feeding the
troops on victory', was the short way to
end the slaughter and misery. He was of
the new scientific breed of generals, did
not attempt to hob-nob with the troops
and seek their popularity, and so was often
criticized by the traditional 'inspirational'
school of thought. His chief weaknesses
were his status-hunger, craving for
publicity and honours, and his habit of
exaggerating his men's and his own
achievements.
The efficient and harmonious repatriation
of 160,000 Australian soldiers, almost
entirely within eight months, is among the
most remarkable of Monash's
achievements. He compelled the
government to alter its initial policy of slow
repatriation for fear of employment
difficulties, and aggressively fought for and
found ships, despite the shortage. He
delighted in presiding over the superb
A.I.F. Education Scheme. Commonwealth
governments, in 1919 and later, entirely
neglected to honour him or treat him with
any generosity or ordinary courtesy, until
the Scullin government eventually
promoted him general. Meanwhile in
London Monash enjoyed his considerable
fame. From early August in about a
month—another amazing feat—he
wrote The Australian Victories in France in
1918; it was propaganda, but not far off the
truth. Monash left for home on 15
November and had a tumultuous welcome
in Melbourne on Boxing Day. But his happy
homecoming was ruined by his wife Vic's
illness; she died on 27 February 1920.
Monash had been uncertain about his
future. He seriously considered standing
for the Senate in 1919, but the Nationalist
politicians blocked his path. He was looking
for a national job, but negotiations for him
to head the Institute of Science and
Industry fell through. The salaries attached
to the most senior military posts were
meagre. He picked up the threads of his
enterprises which Gibson had carried on,
but could not resist a takeover offer for the
Concrete Constructions Co. by W. R. Hume;
Monash became a director of the Hume
Pipe Co. (Aust) Ltd and picked up other
directorships. Then in late June 1920 came
the offer of the general managership of the
State Electricity Commission of Victoria,
which he was happy to accept,
withdrawing from the Reinforced Concrete
Co.
His new task was of great public
importance, difficulty and attractiveness to
an engineer. Making abundant cheap

power available by harnessing the huge
deposits of Gippsland brown coal would
remove a crippling handicap to
development of industry. He had strong
fellow commissioners—Sir Robert
Gibson, (Sir) Thomas Lyle and George
Swinburne—and Hyman Herman as chief
technical expert; Monash himself was soon
appointed chairman. Unexpected high
moisture content of the coal produced a
grave early crisis, but power from Yallourn,
the model garden-town, was turned on in
1924. German technology was used to
solve many problems. Monash faced great
political difficulties and distrust of the
project which required all his forceful
pugnacity to overcome; he could not
tolerate (Sir) Frederic Eggleston, his
minister in 1924-27, who distrusted
Monash's 'ruthless egotism'. He survived a
major inquiry in 1926, and next year the
commission showed a profit. By 1930 the
initial task was completed, the S.E.C. grid
covered the State and the commission was
established as a highly successful state
enterprise. Monash himself had inspired a
degree of creativity, loyalty and affection,
probably unparalleled in any other large
Australian corporation then or since. As in
the A.I.F. he displayed his gift both of
exciting their best from his colleagues and
making them his personal friends. 'He was
a great leader', Herman wrote, 'and a
genius in getting to the heart of any
problem and finding its solution … the
ablest, biggest-minded and biggest-hearted
man I have ever known'.
Innumerable demands were made on him.
His advice on military matters was
occasionally sought and he sometimes
publicly condemned starvation of the
forces. He was the natural spokesman for
returned soldiers. He took command of the
Special Constabulary Force during the
police strike of November 1923 and
chaired the subsequent royal commission.
From 1925 he led Melbourne's Anzac Day
march and from 1927 was its chief
organizer. The cause closest to his heart in
his last years was the Shrine of
Remembrance of which he was in practice
chairman of the constructing body.
Premiers constantly pestered him for
advice. From 1923 he was vice-chancellor
of the university (acting chancellor for a
year in 1925-26), which involved heavy
burdens. He was president of the
Australasian Association for the
Advancement of Science in 1924-26. He
advised and lobbied governments on
engineering appointments and other
matters relating to the profession. The
clubs he most enjoyed, other than the
Naval and Military, were the Wallaby and
Beefsteak, and he was president of
Melbourne Rotary in 1922. His haven was
the family home, Iona, where he lived with
his daughter and delighted in his
grandchildren; he had a great gift with
children. His constant companion was
Lizette Bentwitch, a miniature-painter; he
also remained in touch with Annie Gabriel.
The great Anglo-Jewish families had rushed

Monash in London in 1919. His quiescent
communal feeling revived. He had
habitually ignored anti-Semitism and
denied that he had ever been subject to
discrimination. But he was well aware of
his own unusual position as a Jew leading
the army of one of the world's most
democratic peoples. On return home, he
could not have escaped, even if he wished
to, the degree of leadership of the Jewish
people thrust upon him. He accepted some
formal duties, including inactive
membership of the board of management
of the St Kilda congregation, sympathized
with the liberal Jewish position, sometimes
acted as communal spokesman, and
eventually occasionally attended services.
He also adopted moderate Zionism—an
unusual stance among prominent
contemporary Jews—and in 1927
became national president of
the Australian Zionist
Federation on the
understanding that
he could be little
more than a figure
-head. In the
1920s he never
had to speak in
protest about
any major local
incident of antiSemitism. His
own presence and
prestige, Colin
McInnes claimed,
'made anti-Semitism,
as a “respectable”
attitude, impossible in
Australia'.

common sense, allied with temperamental
capacity to work harmoniously with
colleagues. He had the gift of being able
instantaneously to turn from one task to
the next. He was a great teacher,
supremely articulate, 'the greatest
advocate I ever listened to' said Sir Robert
Menzies. No one in Australia's history,
perhaps, crammed more effective work
into a life; but, he said, work was the best
thing in life. In later years at least, his
charm, courtesy and impression of
simplicity were striking, though traces of
deviousness, sensitivity to slights and
constant need for approval remained.

From 1927 Monash was troubled with high
blood-pressure. With his eyes open he
continued to work. Early in 1930 the Scullin
government briefly considered him as
a possible governor-general.
In 1930-31 he rebuffed
sporadic attempts to
persuade him to lead
a right-wing
political
movement. Early
in 1931 he
enjoyed
representing
the Australian
government at
the durbar for
the opening of
New Delhi. By
August his health
had markedly
deteriorated and he
died of coronary vascular
disease at Iona on 8
October. His state
Sir John Monash with his wife,
In the 1920s Monash was
funeral, with crowds of
Victoria and their daughter, Bertha.
broadly accepted, not
at least 250,000, was
Source Monash War Classics.
Google images.
just in Victoria, as the
probably the largest in
greatest living
Australia to that time;
Australian. The soldiers
he was buried in
had to have a representative hero who
Brighton cemetery with Jewish rites.
was a volunteer; he was acceptable to the
Numerous memorials were raised,
community as a seemingly unpretentious
including an equestrian statue near the
outsider, not really part of the
Shrine of Remembrance. The Australian
Establishment. His commanding intellect
War Memorial holds portraits by John
was sensed as well as his basic honesty
Longstaff and James Quinn and shares
and decency. He was one tall poppy who
with the National Library of Australia his
was never cut down. His knowledge ranged
huge collection of private papers and
extraordinarily widely, but was neither
memorabilia.
very profound nor original. He achieved
greatness essentially as an administrator,
by cultivating to a super-pitch of
excellence the ordinary qualities such as
memory, concentration, stability and
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Geoffrey Serle, 'Monash, Sir John (1865–1931)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National
Centre of Biography, Australian National University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/monashsir-john-7618/text13313, published first in hardcopy 1986, accessed online 7 October 2018.
This article was first published in hardcopy in Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume
10, (MUP), 1986. http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/monash-sir-john-7618.
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Monash, Sir John
Monash, Hannah Victoria (wife)
Monash, Louis (father)
Moss, Moton (father-in-law)
Monash, Mathilde (sister)
Rosenhain, Walter (brother-in-law)
Meyer, Felix Henry (friend)
McCay, James Whiteside (friend)
Bruche, Julius Henry (friend)
Mackey, John Emanuel (university
friend)
Shaw, Ebenezer (classmate)
Mitchell, David (business partner)
Lyle, Thomas Ranken (work
colleague
Swinburne, George (work colleague)
Gibson, Robert (work colleague)
Herman, Hyman (work colleague)
Hunt, Ralph Alec (work colleague)
Holmes, William (colleague)
Blamey, Thomas Albert (colleague)
Masel, Alec (colleague)
Jacobs, Louis Philip (acquaintance)
Smith, Charles Patrick
(acquaintance)
Murdoch, Keith Arthur
(acquaintance)
Brodie, Israel (acquaintance)
Glenn, Joseph Robert Archibald
(acquaintance)
McCormack, William Thomas
Bartholomew (mentored)
Morrison, Alexander (teacher)
Longstaff, John Campbell (artist)
Montford, Paul Raphael (artist)
Quinn, James Peter (artist)
Birdwood, William Riddell (senior
officer)
Hobbs, Joseph John Talbot
(subordinate officer)
Rankin, Colin Dunlop Wilson
(subordinate officer)
McGlinn, John Patrick (subordinate
officer)Pope, Harold (subordinate
officer)
Foott, Cecil Henry (subordinate
officer)
McNicoll, Walter Ramsay
(subordinate officer)
Elliott, Harold Edward (subordinate
officer)
Jones, Harold Edward (subordinate
officer)
Hyman, Arthur Wellesley
(subordinate officer)
Wieck, George Frederick
(subordinate officer)
Munro, Edward Joy (subordinate
officer)
Cannan, James Harold (subordinate
officer)
Berry, Walter Wimble (subordinate
officer)
Stewart, James Campbell
(subordinate officer)
Jess, Carl Herman (subordinate
officer)
Watson, Stanley Holm (subordinate
officer)
Morshead, Leslie James
(subordinate officer)
Wanliss, Harold Boyd (subordinate
officer)
Larkin, Herbert Joseph (subordinate
officer)
Foster, Hubert John (influence)
Walker, Thomas (influence)
Field, John (influenced)
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Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia
Patron-in-Chief of the General Sir John Monash Foundation

In the centre of today’s program is a picture of John Monash being knighted by King George the 5th at Bertangles.
This rare knighting ‘in the field’ happened 100 years ago to this day.
Victories had been won at Hamel and Amiens.
The course of the war had shifted.
And the end of the ‘war to end all wars’ was now just months away.
As we mark the anniversary of Monash’s knighthood, it is opportune to reflect on how it came to be that a young boy
from country Victoria—a bit of an outsider, a Jew with a penchant for languages, mathematics, music and theatre—came
to be not just Australia’s greatest General, but also an outstanding civil servant, community leader and national icon.
I suggest that Monash’s rise was possible because at its very heart Australia genuinely is the free, fair and open society
we so often—and sometimes blithely—profess ourselves to be.
We may not be perfect.
Like all societies, we are not immune from the scourges of intolerance, discrimination and prejudice.
And did Monash face these things?
Most certainly.
It is a tribute to the man that they did not deter him.
But his success is also testament to the fibre and character of our nation that prejudice and bigotry was not able to
prevail.
Instead, it was…

• our collective sense of what is right and fair;
• our respect for each other;
• our sense that despite our diversity we are Australians together, first and foremost;
• …this is what prevailed, it did so in Monash’s day, and it continues to prevail to this day.
So today we remember Monash the man.
We admire this portrait.
We remember his leadership, service and commitment to the greater good.
But we also remember that his rise and elevation in the national consciousness reflects well on all of us.
Because when we look at ourselves—for all our differences, our wonderful mix of religions, background and races—we
see a nation determined to be its best, determined to reject prejudice and antipathy, to be open free, tolerant and
harmonious.
As long as we remain vigilant and stay true to these values we will continue to be the
people we pride ourselves in being and that Monash was and is such a big
part of.
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His Excellency General
the Honourable Sir
Peter Cosgrove AK MC
(Retd)
Governor-General of the
Commonwealth of Australia
Patron-in-Chief of the
General Sir John Monash
Foundation
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I was very honoured to be asked to
paint ‘the General’, a hero of WW1,
and to be part of a museum
collection for the Memorial Jewish
Centre. After a visit to Gallipoli in
2014, I was so moved by the
landscape and subsequently a
creative exploration of military
history ensued. The 2nd painting
titled ‘Attaturks Legacy’ won the
Inaugural Gallipoli Art Prize in 2006.
My ‘Gallipoli Series’ numbers around
25 works, which now includes
General Monash.
Being such a significant figure in
history, there were excellent photos
available. As I painted, I had to
investigate the uniform and it
certainly became quite a learning
experience. The Australian War
Memorial were most helpful,
allowing me to paint in front of the
prized uniform before opening
hours. This was really important to
attain a close colour as photographs
are always different. I did have to
rework the uniform a few times as I
discovered the shade wasn’t quite
right. There were lots of issues such
as the ribbons being faded and the
cap was different in the memorial.
Then there’s the sword-is it gold or
silver ?
I also bothered male friends and
asked them to stand like the General
so I could get good detail of the
hands. I like to bring ‘ghosts of the
past’ into my paintings and this was
no different. It is up to the viewer to
decide if these figures are his
soldiers deceased or alive. Having
seen many graves in battlefields
from France /Belgium/Netherlands
to Thailand, I understood the
significance of the stone placement
for Jewish culture. The stone was
my final touch.
Thank you to the Committee for
entrusting me with this portrait of a
great leader.
©ACTJC 2018
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Host Rabbi, ACT Jewish
Community

- ֶּא ָּשא עֵ ינַּי ֶּאל,ִׁשיר לַּמַּ עֲלֹות
: מֵ ַּאיִן יָּבא עֶּ זְ ִרי,הֶּ הָּ ִרים

 עשֵ ה ׁשָּ מַּ ִים,עֶּ זְ ִרי מֵ עִ ם ְיהוָּה
:ו ָָּּא ֶּרץ
יָּנּום- ַּאל,י ִֵתן לַּמֹוט ַּרגְ לֶָּך-ַּאל
:ׁש ְמ ֶּרָך
 ׁשֹומֵ ר,יָּנּום וְ לא יִיׁשָּ ן-ִהנֵה לא
:י ְִש ָּר ֵאל
יַּד- ְיהוָּה צִ לְָך עַּ ל,יְהוָּה ׁש ְמ ֶּרָך
:י ְִמינֶָּך
ַּ וְ י ֵָּרח, ַּי ֶּכ ָּכה-יֹומָּ ם הַּ שֶּ מֶּ ׁש לא
:בַּ ָּל ְילָּה
 י ְִׁשמר ֶּאת, ָּרע-יְהוָּה י ְִׁשמָּ ְרָך ִמ ָּכל
:נַּפְ ׁשֶּ ָך,ּובֹואָך
ֶּ
אתָך
ְ ֵצ-יְהוָּה י ְִׁשמָּ ר
:עֹולָּם-מֵ עַּ ָּתה וְ עַּ ד

Co-Patron, Centenary of Anzac Jewish Program,
Patron, Federal Association of Jewish Ex-Service Men &
Women, Patron, Victorian Association of Jewish Ex &
Servicemen & Women Australia
We live in a peaceful multicultural democracy which owes much
to the courage and sacrifice of our men and women in uniform.
102,000 Australians have died in wars.
Many Australians would not realise that more than 9,000
Australian Jews have served in every war that Australia has
fought.
The Jews, because of the persecution they have suffered over the
centuries, understand the previous nature of freedom and
democracy and the imperative to strongly defend it.
341 Australian Jews have paid the ultimate sacrifice and their
names are recorded for posterity on this memorial.
But these 341 are not just statistics. Each name represents a
young man cut down in the prime of his life who died for Australia
– a tragic loss for their family and for Australia.
156 names on the memorial share 48 surnames which include
many cousins and at least 13 pairs of brothers.
We cannot imagine the grief their families suffered.
I present to you but one example: Godfrey Sherman.

A Song of Ascents. I will lift up
mine eyes unto the mountains:
from whence shall my help
come?
My help cometh from the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
He will not suffer thy foot to be
moved; He that keepeth thee will
not slumber.
Behold, He that keepeth Israel
doth neither slumber nor sleep.
The Lord is thy keeper; the Lord
is thy shade upon thy right hand.
The sun shall not smite thee by
day, nor the moon by night.
The Lord shall keep thee from all
evil; He shall keep thy soul.
The Lord shall guard thy going
out and thy coming in, from this
time forth and for ever.

Godfrey Sherman, a 23-year-old clerk of Bondi Beach, landed
at Anzac Cove with the 9 Bn at dawn on the first day of the
Gallipoli campaign, 25 April 1915, but did not live to see its end.
His body was never recovered, and his name is listed on the
Lone Pine Memorial – along with thousands of other diggers,
including more than half of the 36 Jewish diggers who died at
Gallipoli.
Godfrey’s younger brother, Leslie Sherman, was killed in action
at Ypres in 1917: his name is listed nearby on the Menin Gate,
as neither was he identified. Sadly, none of the possessions of
either son ever returned to their family.
The last soldier to be added to the memorial is Pte Gregory Sher
of 1st Commando Regiment: killed in Afghanistan January 4, 2009.
Although the remains of the brave men on this memorial are
spread far and wide, they have been brought back in name and
spirit to our community, embraced, honoured today and for
evermore in our national capital.
Let their names serve to remind all Australians of the loyalty and
sacrifice of its Jewish citizens in the defence of Australia and her
allies.
Let their names and the names of all Australian soldiers, sailors
and airmen be remembered and remind all Australians that
freedom comes at a heavy price.
They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old.
LEST WE FORGET
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Australian Defence Force
He who gives salvation to kings
and dominion to princes, whose
kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, may he bless Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth, Queen
of Australia and all the Royal
Family.
May he grant wisdom and
understanding to the leaders of
our nation and bless them with
good counsel to uphold the peace,
harmony and prosperity of the
nation, promote the happiness
and wellbeing of every citizen and
deal justly with the House of
Israel.
May he bless the
Australian people,
enabling all of us to
live in amity and
mutual respect,
enjoy this land
land’s
ample
blessings, and
ensure equal
opportunity
for the first
people of
this country
as for every
Australian.
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Host Rabbi, ACT Jewish Community
Judaism has always been
considered to be a communal
religion. It is not something we
practise on our own. It is something
we bond together with others and it
is considered a communal religion
for that reason.

Senior Rabbi to the
Australian Defence Force
Our God & God of our fathers,
and mothers – Zachor:
Remember.
Remember this day, the souls of
our brothers and sisters, who
fought for our freedom, for
liberty, democracy and justice in
the Great Wars and conflicts over
the last century. We remember
this day their humanity, heroism
and their courage.

L to R: Rabbi Shimon Eddi and Rabbi Ralph
Genende OAM

We remember the Anzacs at
Gallipoli, on the Western Front
and in Palestine – in the Great War
- and shall not forget.
Zachor. Remember the vision,
tenacity, leadership and humanity
of General Sir John Monash, who,
knighted on this day 100 years
ago, shall continue to inspire us.
Remember this day the Australian
servicemen and women and also
those in New Zealand, British,
French, South African, Canadian,
American and other allied forces,
who served their countries, who
risked and lost their lives – who
were called to stand firm against
tyrants and tyranny.
Zachor. Remember those who
fought on land - in the trenches,
across the deserts and through
the jungles. Remember those on
the high seas and those below the
waves. Remember those who took
to the skies; those men and
women who served in the medical
corps; remember those who
served at home.
Remember those who served in
the many theatres of war then
and since: in Europe and the
Middle East, in Africa, South-East
Asia, Australia, New Guinea and
the Pacific. Those who perished in
conflict, those who were captured
and suffered in camps, those who
fought as partisans. Zachor.
May we and our children be
spared the horrors of war. May we
live to see a better world of peace
and understanding.
Zachor. And let us join together
and say, Amen.
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When you walk through a storm
Hold your head up high
And don't be afraid of the dark
At the end of a storm
There's a golden sky
And the sweet silver song of a lark
Walk on through the wind
Walk on through the rain
Though your dreams be tossed and
blown
Walk on, walk on
With hope in your heart
And you'll never walk alone
You'll never walk alone
Walk on, walk on
With hope in your heart
And you'll never walk alone
You'll never walk alone.

In many countries and throughout
history there has been a duality in the
Jewish existence. One had to be a Jew at
home and a member of the society in the
street. We weren’t free to practise our
religion publically and openly.
Australia is one of the countries at this
point in time where we feel comfortable
doing that. We feel comfortable to be full
members of society even within our
Jewishness.
It is no wonder then, that so many of
Jewish Australians have volunteered when
the call came out. Because Jews have been
able to be part of Australian society, so
when the call came out, “The Empire is at
War”, Jews signed up as loyal Australians.
There is a saying that there is no such
thing as an atheist in a foxhole.
I am not so sure that is necessarily true.
But what I do know, really there is no such
thing as a Jew in a foxhole either. No such
thing as a Christian. Or a Buddhist. Or a
Muslim.
These men and women who go out
together in defence of their countries and
in defence of freedom, are brothers and
sisters.
And ultimately, as has been mentioned, by
the Governor-General, and as mentioned
in the song we have just heard, you never
walk alone, you are together with your
brothers and sisters and it doesn’t matter
where you came from if you recognise you
have talent and you have ability - we are
all here for a common cause.
This painting shows General Sir John
Monash surrounded in the back by
soldiers, and maybe I am reading too
much into it, but the fact that they fade
into the background shows to some
degree it really doesn’t matter what
background they came from, they are all
brothers and sisters.
We Jews in Australia are proud to be
Jewish.
We are also very deeply proud to be
Australian.

Mrs Adele Rosalky
Poppy Coordinator

A sincere thank you to all members of
the ACT Jewish Community, and others,
who created poppies for the dedication
ceremony of the Australian Jewish War
Memorial in Canberra on 12 August
2018.
The ‘field of poppies’ enhanced the
staging of the event with its reference to
In Flanders Fields, the poem by the
Canadian physician and poet, Lieutenant
-Colonel John McCrae. His poem has
endured as a symbol of the sacrifice of
those who fought and died during WWI,
especially with the losses around the
Ypres conflict in the Flanders region of
Belgium. As McCrae performed the
burial service of a close friend, he noted
how poppies quickly grew around the
graves of those who died at Ypres.
Following the trench warfare in the
poppy fields of Flanders, poppies have
become a symbol of remembrance of
soldiers who have died during wartime.
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E

liazar Lazar Margolin DSO MID (1874-1944) is a relatively unsung Jewish Australian
hero of World War I and of the embryonic Jewish forces fighting for a homeland in
Ottoman and British controlled Palestine during and after that war. As a LieutenantColonel his rank was second only to Monash among serving Jewish Australians.
Originally from Bessarabia, in 1902
Margolin migrated to Western Australia
from Rehovot Palestine where he had
lived together with his family for the
preceding 10 years. He settled in Collie
where he joined the local militia
becoming a 2nd Lieutenant and helping
to form the Collie Company of the
Western Australian Infantry Regiment in
1911.

Fusiliers of the Jewish Legion.

“Holy Land” since Bar Kochba).

Released from the AIF and now in the
British Army, Margolin with his 39th and
Patterson’s 38th set sail for Egypt and the
front in Palestine. The Jewish battalions
saw action under Major-General Chaytor

After the war, the residual Jewish military
components of the Royal Fusiliers were
formed into the First Judeans, a battalion
of the British forces of the Occupied
Enemy Territory Administration in
Palestine, with Lieutenant-Colonel Eliazar
Margolin as its Commanding Officer.
Thus Margolin was the commander of the
nucleus of the Haganah. When he
defended Jews of Palestine against
rioting Arabs in Jaffa in 1921 he was
forced by the British to leave Palestine
and so he returned to Western Australia.
Here he became active in Legacy and the
RSL in which he was on the State
Executive, and he was a respected
member of the Jewish community.

In 1914 he volunteered for service and
was appointed B Company Captain in the
16th Battalion of Colonel John Monash’s
4th Brigade. He landed with the Anzacs
on Gallipoli, was soon promoted to Major
as second-in-command of the 16th and
was involved in heavy fighting and action
to the very last day on Gallipoli. He was
wounded several times.

He married Hilda English who, after
Margolin died in 1944, fulfilled her
husband’s wishes to have his remains
buried alongside his family in Rehovot
but only after Israel became an
independent nation. This she did in 1950
when she escorted his casket from Perth
to Haifa where she was warmly
welcomed by the city and many of the
new State’s dignitaries.

Afterwards, on the Western Front,
Margolin was sent from his 16th
Battalion to command the 14th for which
he was temporarily made LieutenantColonel.
Back in the 16th his injuries eventually
caused his evacuation to hospital in
England. Around that time, Jewish
volunteers were being formed into
battalions in the British Army at the
instigation of Vladimir Jabotinsky of the
former Zion Mule Corps of Gallipoli and
their commander Colonel John Patterson,
in order to fight in Palestine with General
Allenby against the Turks. After a visit in
hospital by Jabotinsky, Margolin was
recruited as Lieutenant-Colonel to
command the 39th Battalion, Royal
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of the Anzac Mounted Division as the
Turks were pushed back.
Margolin’s 39th was involved in the feint
across the Jordan River towards Amman
through Es-Salt which was captured. Here
Margolin was temporarily made
Commandant in charge of that area
(which gave rise to the claim that he was
the first Jewish Military Governor in the

There was a Memorial Service, a military
and a civic reception followed by a
motorcade to further receptions
attended by leading Israelis and former
comrades of Margolin from the Zion Mule
Corps, the Jewish Legion and the First
Judeans who had served under him many
years earlier.
In Rehovot, Hilda presented her late

LEFT:
Group portrait
of the officers of
the 16th
Battalion.
Identified, left to
right, middle
row third from
the left: Captain
Eliazar Lazar
Margolin.
Source:
Australian War
Memorial
collection.
Google images.

husband’s sword and decorations to
the President, Chaim Weizmann, with
the Prime Minister, David Ben-Gurion,
looking on.
Today, Eliazar has pride of place in the
Zion Mule Corps/Jewish Legion
museum in Avihayil near Netanya
where on display are his portrait, his
sword and his decorations.
In Rehovot where his remains lie
there is a Colonel Margolin Street to
honour him.
His is an inspiring story which should
be more widely recognised in
Australia, especially among the Jewish
community exemplifying, as it so
clearly does, how a Jewish volunteer,
like so many others, made a
contribution to this country in its
hour of need while maintaining and
honouring his traditional Jewish roots.

Dr Keith Shilkin AM,
President-Federal Association of
Jewish Ex-service Men and Women—
October 2018)

ABOVE: Who's Who in Australia, 1938, Melbourne, 1938, p. 348.
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Immediate Past President,
Executive Council of Australian
Jewry

President, Federal Association
of Jewish Ex-Service Men &
Women

National Coordinator,
Centenary of Anzac Jewish
Program

President, NSW Association of
Jewish & Ex-Service Men &
Women

Past President, Victorian
Association of Jewish Ex &
Servicemen & Women Australia

President, Qld Association of
Jewish Ex-Servicemen &
Women

President, WA Association of
Jewish Ex-Servicemen &
Women

on behalf of the Jewish
Community Council of SA

Past President, Australian
Jewish Historical Society, on
behalf of the Hobart Hebrew
Congregation

Hon Secretary, ACT Jewish
Community and Centenary of
Anzac Jewish Program ACT
Coordinator
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ABOVE: Mr Roger Selby and Mr Peter Allen

ABOVE: Major Jacob Kleinman DSM and Mr Warren Austin

ABOVE: Mr Ben Hirsh and Mr Loris Roubin
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The ACT Jewish Community
gratefully conveys its
warmest appreciation to
the following individuals
and organisations for their
support of the Australian
Jewish War Memorial and
the compilation of the 341
names inscribed on the Roll
of Honour on the Australian
Jewish War Memorial.

CLOCKWISE FROM
TOP:
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Cenotaph with all the
wreaths;
Guests seated during
the dedication
service; The Hon
Mark Dreyfus QC MP
receives a wreath
from the Federation
Guard; Cenotaph
with hand knitted
poppies;
Ms Gai Brodtmann
MP at the Cenotaph;
Mr Warren Austin
reciting the Ode for
the Fallen;
Centre image: Major
General Professor
Jeffrey Rosenfeld AC
OBE KStJ (foreground)
with Dr Keith Shilkin
©ACTJC 2018

The ACT Jewish Community
thanks the following
individuals and
organisations for their
generous donations and
contribution to the
Australian Jewish War
Memorial.
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T

he Centenary of Anzac Jewish Program (CoAJP) was established in April 2012, based
on Peter Allen’s submission, The Jewish Community’s Response to the Anzac Centenary
and Commemorations and the Publication of a Book: ‘Stars of Anzac’, to the Executive
Council of Australian Jewry (ECAJ), the Federal Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen and
Women (FAJEX) and the Australian Jewish Historical Society (AJHS). Those organisations
wholeheartedly agreed to back the CoAJP to develop, fund and coordinate Anzac Centenary
activities across Australian Jewish communities from 2014 to 2018, with a committee in Sydney
led by Peter Allen as National Coordinator, and interstate affiliates, including Merrilyn Sernack
as Convener of the ACT CoAJP.
The CoAJP’s objectives include
commemoration, education and
providing a fitting legacy to the
thousands of Jewish servicemen and
women, who exemplify the rich multicultural threads woven through the
Australian Defence Forces and our
shared values of freedom, peace and
tolerance.
As well as garnering numerous private
donations totaling almost $90,000, there
were successful Federal Government
Saluting Their Service Grants for 2 major
projects, Centenary of Anzac Local
Grants towards 13 projects in 19
electorates Australia-wide and a NSW
Government grant, totaling in excess of
another $370,000. The resulting activities
included:
Preparation and publication of Jewish
Anzacs - Jews in the Australian Military by
noted author, Mark Dapin (UNSW Press
and SJM - 2017).
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The Australian Jewish War Memorial
(AJWM) cenotaph at the ACTJC Centre,
Canberra.
Anzac Commemorative services in
every capital city from 2015,
commencing with a Centenary of Anzac
Service at the Great Synagogue, Sydney,
on 3 May 2015, attended by 1100
people including the Prime Minister of
Australia and culminating with the
Anzac Centenary Remembrance Service
of the Australian Jewish Community on
12 August 2018 at the ACTJC, when the
AJWM was unveiled by the Governor
General of Australia, in conjunction
with the commemoration of the
centenary of Sir John Monash’s
knighthood.
An Anzac Centenary Exhibition at the
Jewish Museum of Australia in
Melbourne, from June 2015 to January
2016.

RIGHT:
Part of the
Harold Collins
Exhibition
displayed on
the wall of the
ACT Jewish
Community’s
Art Gallery

The Harold Collins Photographic
Exhibition at the Sydney Jewish Museum
in 2015, that travelled to Brisbane,
Adelaide and Canberra for display over
subsequent years.
A comprehensive Australian Jewish
Military Database on the new AJHS
website; distribution of Jewish Anzacs
and a children’s book about the
Australian Light Horse, Digger’s Code,
plus annual Anzac Centenary Yahrzeit
lists to schools, libraries and
congregations across Australia.

ABOVE: Harold Collins Photograph of the Airco DH5 which was commonly used by
No.2 Squadron of the Australian Flying Corps

Anzac Centenary Yahrzeit stone candleholders, specially-engraved, for every
state and ACT to use at commemorative
services and keep in perpetuity.
In 2015, then Veterans Affairs Minister
Ronaldson and the Department of
Veterans Affairs complimented the CoAJP
as a ‘model program’ for commemorating
the Centenary of Anzac period, 20142018.

Peter M Allen
National Coordinator, Centenary of
Anzac Jewish Program
ECAJ Centenary of Anzac Committee

ABOVE: Program covers from the CoAJP
services held in Tasmania, Australian
Capital Territory and Victoria

©ACTJC 2018

PAGE | 47

Centenary of Anzac Jewish Program
Lest We Forget

זכור

ACT Jewish Community Inc
National Jewish Memorial Centre
31 National Circuit, Forrest ACT 2603

The ACTJC is a member of the
JCA family of organisations

