e r
vin de
Le ea
ew a L
tth bur
M a C ha
th
You

M
Tee ax &
n C Hil
ha a na
bu
ra Agr
L e e ss
ad
ers

בס”ד

Jon Hurewitz
Youth Director

SEPTEMBER 7, 2019 | CANDLE LIGHTING 7:03 PM | HAVDALA 8:04 PM
שבת פרשת שופטים
HAPPENINGS & EVENTS
SHABBAT PARSHAT SHOFTIM
7 ELUL
Kiddush and Suedah Shlishit are sponsored by Renee &

Larry Freund in honor of Andy’s Aufruf and upcoming
Haftorah is Isaiah 51:12-52:12
wedding to Orly Goldberg! Welcome to all family and
()אנכי אנכי. Pirkei Avot Chap. 6.
friends joining us this Shabbat.
The final time for Kiddush
יעלה הזיווג יפה ויבנו בית נאמן בישראל
Levanah of Elul is all night,
May the beautiful couple be elevated in the building of a
Thursday, Sept. 12 (13 Elul) until
faithful house of Israel.
the following daybreak, but if
necessary it may be said instead
GITA COOPERWASSER ע”הYOUTH PROGRAM ALERT
next Friday night.
——

MINCHA

7:00 PM

TZAIT HAKOCHAVIM

8:06 PM

We are very excited to announce that Jon Hurewitz, a semicha student at
YU, will be our youth director this year. Max Agress will be the leader of the
boys' Teen Chabura and Hilana Agress will be the leader of the girls'
Teen Chabura. Mathew Levine (with help from Rabbi Richard Mayer) will run
the Youth Chabura. The Teen Chaburot will take place (approximately) twice
a month, while the Youth Chabura will take place every week.

HASHKAMA

8:15 AM

———————
Please email kira.batist.msw@gmail.com regarding babysitting
for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur (child care for ages 2-11).

MAIN

9:00 AM

LAST KRIAT SHEMA

9:41 AM

GEMARA SHIUR

6:00 PM

MINCHA

6:45 PM

MAARIV

8:04 PM

FRIDAY EVENING

SHABBAT

FROM THE SISTERHOOD . . .
This Shabbat the Book Club will discuss Pearl that Broke Its Shell,
by Nadia Hashimi, at 4:30 PM at the Winchester home, 19-18
Angelo Terrace.
SUNDAY
9/8

MONDAY
9/9

TUESDAY
9/10

WEDNESDAY
9/11

THURSDAY
9/12

FRIDAY
9/13

WEEKDAY MINYONIM AT AHAVAT ACHIM

Next Friday night join us at the
2nd annual Shabbaton Family
Dinner, followed by a special
presentation, “In Conversation
w/ Alex Salazar, Making Mitzvot
Meaningful: A Preparation for the
High Holy Days.” Email Randi at
randi.spier@gmail.com for info.
Rabbi Ely Shestack

SHACHARIT

8:15 AM

6:15 AM

6:25 AM

6:25 AM

6:15 AM

6:25 AM

MINCHA/
MAARIV

6:55 PM

6:55 PM

6:55 PM

6:55 PM

6:55 PM

6:55 PM

Earliest Talit

5:34 AM

5:35 AM

5:36 AM

5:37 AM

5:39 AM

5:40 AM

Gedolah

1:26 PM

1:25 PM

1:25 PM

1:24 PM

1:24 PM

1:23 PM

Shkia

7:18 PM
8:03 PM

7:16 PM
8:01 PM

7:14 PM
7:59 PM

7:13 PM
7:11 PM
7:58 PM
7:56 PM
President Stephen Agress

ZMANIM OF INTEREST

Tzait
Hakochavim
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FUTURE EVENTS
Sept. 10 - Shul Board Meeting, 8:15 PM
Sept. 14 - Aspiring Member Shabbaton
Sept. 15 - Apple Picking
Sept. 21 - Siyum Mesechet Karetot at
Suedah Shlishit
Sept. 28 - Seudat Shilishit is sponsored by
the Agress family on the Yahrzeit of Amy’s
father Ha'Rav Yisroel Yehuda Ben Ephraim
Michal Ha'Levi Pruzanskyז”ל.
Oct. 6 - Sylvia Latkin ע”הSukkah Building
Oct. 12 - Youth Taking Over, Sharsheret
Pink Sudeah Shlishit, sponsored by Kira &
Andrew Wigod
Oct. 13 - Arba Minim Sale
Oct. 14 - Sukkah Hop
Oct. 15 - Kiddush is sponsored by the
Winchester family on the Yarhtzeit of Steve’s
mother, Helen Winchester, Miriam Hendl bas
Shimonע”ה
Nov. 5 - Food Bank Volunteering. Email
eligreenbaum@yahoo.com for info.
Nov. 8 - Friday Night Dinner
Nov. 16 - David Kor’s Aufruf
Nov. 23 - Shamai Bernstein Bar Mitzvah
Dec. 7 - Yehuda Farajun Bar Mitzvah
Dec. 13 - Julia Brenenson Bat Mitzvah
Dec. 27 - Chanukah Dinner
Feb. 1 - Brett Spier Aufruf
Feb. 8 - Eden Riskin Bat Mitzvah
Feb. 22 - Yachad Shabbaton
Feb. 29 - 3rd Annual Comedy Night

GITA COOPERWASSERע”ה
YOUTH PROGRAM DATES
Sept. 14 - Stay & Play, 4:15 PM,
Borsuk home (82 Garwood Rd.)
Oct. 12 - Parent/Child
Learning, studying Kohelet

GITA COOPERWASSERע”ה
YOUTH PROGRAM INFO
• From 1st to 12th grade, meet at that
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

main minyon at 9:00 AM, sharp
Youth Chabura (1st - 5th), meet Matthew
Levine
Teen Chabura (6th - 10th), meet Hilana &
Max Agress
11th - 12th graders, meet Andrew Wigod
Tot Shabbat, 10:30 AM!
Teens Pirkei Avot Shiur, 10:40 AM, for info
email Ben at
benjamin.greenbaum@frisch.org.
Email ideas/suggestions for the Youth
Program to kira.batist.msw@gmail.com
To inquire about Yomim Noraim
babysitting (ages 2 - 11), email
kira.batist.msw@gmail.com

THE GAME WAS A HOME RUN!

SISTERHOOD CALENDAR
Oct. 13 - Flower Sale
Oct. 22 - Food Auction
Nov. 9 - Trivia Night
Nov. 10 - Coat Drive
Dec. 17 - Moroccan and Persian Cooking

PARSHA POINTS TO PONDER
(1st aliyah) After presenting the requirement for religious/
political leadership (which the Torah seems to presented as
distinct but integrated elements of governance) this aliyah
presents 2 primary functions of the judiciary - what are those
functions?
(2nd) The term "Mishneh Torah" which our Sages use to describe
the entire Book of Deuteronomy. The word Mishneh (meaning
either repetition or second) is explicitly used (v.18) in this aliyah.
What is the meaning of the phrase here? How might it relate to
the Sages' description of the Book of Devarim as a whole?

ADULT EDUCATION
•
Sept. 13 - In Conversation w/Alex
Salazar, Making Mitzvot Meaningful:
Preparation for the High Holy Days, 9:15 PM
Sept. 14 - Perek on the Lawn at the
Kwestel home, 41-38 Rys Terrace
Sept. 22 - “Elul Matters” Shiurim at 9:00
AM: For Adults - “Life on the Line: Halachic
Organ Donation”, and for Youth - “Life on
the Line: Writing letters of encouragement
and appreciation to Jewish U.S. Soldiers for
the Yamim Noraim in association with
“Koshertroops"
Nov. 1 - Oneg Shabbat series in memory
of Jonathan Garfunkel ע”הresumes

WEEKLY SHIURIM
• GEMARA SHIUR - Shabbat, 45 minutes
before Mincha, learning Beitzah.

• FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH THOUGHT TBA.

• BEGINNER TALMUD CLASS - Monday
evenings, 8:15 PM.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Sept. 8 - Paint Night by Paint By Me.
DARCHEI NOAM. https://dno.am/paintnight

FROM THE GABBAI . . .
• Yomim Noraim are almost upon us. Email
Marty at thegabbai@aol.com to arrange
for High Holiday Seats.

(5th) The rule Navi (prophet)
KIDDUSH
is outlined INFORMATION
in this aliyah. He is
described as being "like" 2 different entities. What are the
entities to which he is similar?
(6th) What 4 categories of people are exempt from miitary
service?
Discussion Question: Why would these 4 categories of people
be exempt?
Answers to Points To Ponder
(1st) Adjudication and sentencing (v. 2-7) and resolving disputes and inquiries into
Torah law (v. 8-11,13)
(2nd) Two copies (Rashi/Artscroll); Sefer Devarim (Pshat)
(5th aliyah) The Navi is like "me" [Moshe] (v.15) and like "you" [the Jewish people]
(v.18)
(6th aliyah) Someone who has built a house and not lived in it, planted a vineyard
and reaped the produce or betrothed but not married (v.5-7). Also, anyone who is
afraid (v.8).

Shirley Vann has dedicated the attached Covenant & Conversation (used with permission of the Office of Rabbi Sacks) in memory of her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.

A family fun day of apple picking,
petting zoo & hayride
Sunday, September 15 @ 10:30 AM
Demarest Farms
244 Wierimus Rd, Hillsdale, NJ
Meet at the farm
playground (make a right
once you enter)

Please e-mail Jordana Cohen to RSVP or with any
questions at bickel.jordana@gmail.com

בס״ד

Congregation Ahavat Achim’s Sisterhood
Membership Renewal & Rosh Hashana Scroll
Yes, please enroll me as a Sisterhood member.
Yes, please include me/us on the Rosh Hashana Scroll.
Please PRINT my/our name(s) as follows:

• Scroll @ $10 per family
• Sisterhood dues for 5780 are $36

_________
_________

(Dues increase to $45 after December 31st)

Total Enclosed:

$________

Please return this form and your check to:
Beth Wechsler
378 Owen Ave.
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410
beth.berman@aya.yale.edu
(201) 794-0044
Please make your check payable to SISTERHOOD OF AHAVAT ACHIM.
Kindly respond by September 8th. Thank you for your participation.

May Hashem grant us all a healthy, joyful & peaceful New Year.

בס"ד

שופטים תשע"ט
Shoftim 5779

COVENANT & CONVERSATION: FAMILY EDITION
Covenant & Conversation: Family Edition is a new and exciting accompaniment to Rabbi Sacks’ weekly Covenant & Conversation essay, aimed at connecting older
children and teenagers with his ideas and thoughts on the parsha. To download the accompanying Family Edition to this Covenant & Conversation essay, please
visit www.RabbiSacks.org/CCFamilyEdition or subscribe toRabbi Sacks’ free mailing list via www.RabbiSacks.org/Subscribe.

The Ecological Imperative
In the course of setting out the laws of war, the Torah adds a seemingly minor detail that became
the basis of a much wider field of human responsibility, and is of major consequence today. The passage
concerns a military campaign that involves laying siege to a city:
When you lay siege to a city for a long time, fighting against it to capture it, do not destroy its trees by
putting an axe to them, because you can eat their fruit. Do not cut them down. Are the trees people,
that you should besiege them? However, you may cut down trees that you know are not fruit trees
and use them to build siege works until the city at war with you falls. (Deut. 20:19–20)
War is, the Torah implies, inevitably destructive. That is why Judaism’s highest value is peace.
Nonetheless, there is a difference between necessary and needless destruction. Trees are a source of
wood for siege works. But some trees, those that bear fruit, are also a source of food. Therefore, do not
destroy them. Do not needlessly deprive yourself and others of a productive resource. Do not engage in
a “scorched earth” tactic in the course of war.
The Sages, though, saw in this command something more than a detail in the laws of war. They
saw it as a binyan av, a specific example of a more general principle. They called this the rule of bal
tashchit, the prohibition against needless destruction of any kind. This is how Maimonides summarises
it: “Not only does this apply to trees, but also whoever breaks vessels or tears garments, destroys a
building, blocks a wellspring of water, or destructively wastes food, transgresses the command of bal
tashchit.”1 This is the halachic basis of an ethic of ecological responsibility.
What determines whether a biblical command is to be taken restrictively or expansively? Why
did the Sages take this seemingly minor law to build out a wide halachic field? What led the Sages in the
direction they took?
The simplest answer lies in the word “Torah”. It means law. But it also means: teaching,
instruction, direction, guidance. The Torah is a lawbook like no other, because it includes not only laws
1

Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Melachim 6:10.
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but also narratives, genealogies, history, and song. Law as the Torah conceives it is embedded in a
larger universe of meanings. Those meanings help us understand the context and purpose of any given
law.
So it is here. First and foremost is the fact that the earth is not ours. It belongs to its Creator, to
God Himself. That is the point of the first chapter of the Torah: “In the beginning, God created…” He
made it; therefore He is entitled to lay down the conditions within which we live in it as His guests.
The logic of this is immediately played out in the story of the very first humans. In Genesis 1 God
commands humanity: “Fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky
and over every living creature that moves on the ground” (1:28). “Subdue” and “rule” are verbs of
dominance. In Genesis 2, however, the text uses two quite different verbs. God placed the first man in
the Garden “to serve it [le’ovdah] and guard it [leshomrah]” (2:15). These belong to the language of
responsibility. The first term, le’ovdah, tells us that humanity is not just the master but also the servant
of nature. The second, leshomrah, is the term used in later biblical legislation to specify the
responsibilities of one who undertakes to guard something that is not their own.
How are we to understand this tension between the two opening chapters? Quite simply: Genesis
1 tells us about creation and nature, the reality mapped by the natural sciences. It speaks about
humanity as the biological species, Homo sapiens. What is distinctive about humans as a species is
precisely our godlike powers of dominating nature and exercising control of the forces that shape the
physical world. This is a matter of fact, not value, and it has increased exponentially throughout the
relatively short period of human civilisation. As John F. Kennedy put it in his inaugural presidential
address: “Man holds in his mortal hands the power to
“Power is morally neutral.
abolish all forms of human poverty and all forms of human
2
life.” Power is morally neutral. It can be used to heal or
It can be used to heal or
wound, build or destroy.
wound, build or destroy.”
Genesis 2, by contrast, is about morality and responsibility. It tells us about the moral limits of
power. Not everything we can do may we do. We have the power but not the permission; we have the
ability but not the right. The earth is not ours. It belongs to God who made it. Therefore we are not the
owners of nature but its custodians. We are here to serve it and care for it.
This explains the story that immediately follows, about Adam, Eve, the serpent, and the
forbidden fruit. What the fruit was, why the serpent spoke, and what was the nature of the first sin – all
these are secondary. The primary point the Torah is making is that, even in paradise, there are limits.
There is forbidden fruit. Not everything we can do may we do.
Few moral principles have been forgotten more often and more disastrously. The record of
human intervention in the natural order is marked by devastation on a massive scale. 3 Within a
thousand years, the first human inhabitants of America had travelled from the Arctic north to the
southernmost tip of Patagonia, making their way through two continents and, on the way, destroying
most of the large mammal species then extant, among them mammoths, mastodons, tapirs, camels,
horses, lions, cheetahs, and bears.

2

Washington, DC, January 20, 1961.

3

Jared Diamond’s Guns, Germs, and Steel (New York: W. W. Norton, 1997) and Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed
(New York: Viking Penguin, 2005) are classic texts on the subject.
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When the first British colonists arrived in New
“We are not the owners of
Zealand in the early nineteenth century, bats were the only
nature but its custodians.
native land mammals they found. They discovered, however,
We are here to serve it
traces of a large, ostrich-like bird the Maoris called “moa.”
Eventually skeletons of a dozen species of this animal came
and care for it.”
to light, ranging from three to ten feet high. The remains of
some twenty-eight other species have been found, among them flightless ducks, coots, and geese
together with pelicans, swans, ravens, and eagles. Animals that have not had to face human predators
before are easy game, and the Maoris must have found them a relatively effortless source of food.
A similar pattern can be traced almost everywhere human beings have set foot. They have
consistently been more mindful of the ability to “subdue” and “rule” than of the responsibility to “serve”
and “guard.” An ancient Midrash sums this up, in a way that deeply resonates with contemporary
ecological awareness: When God made Adam, He showed him the panoply of creation and said to him:
“See all My works, how beautiful they are. All I have made, I have made for you. Take care, therefore,
that you do not destroy My world, for if you do, there will be no one left to mend what you have
destroyed.” 4
Environmental responsibility seems to be one of the principles underlying the three great
commands of periodic rest: Shabbat, the Sabbatical year, and the Jubilee year. On Shabbat all
agricultural work is forbidden, “so that your ox and your donkey may rest” (Ex. 23:12). It sets a limit to
our intervention in nature and the pursuit of economic growth. We remind ourselves that we are
creations, not just creators. For six days the earth is handed over to us and our labours, but on the
seventh we may perform no “work,” namely, any act that alters the state of something for human
purposes. Shabbat is thus a weekly reminder of the integrity of nature and the limits of human striving.
What Shabbat does for humans and animals, the Sabbatical and Jubilee years do for the land.
The earth too is entitled to its periodic rest. The Torah warns that if the Israelites do not respect this,
they will suffer exile: “Then shall the land make up for its Sabbatical years throughout the time that it is
desolate and you are in the land of your enemies; then shall the land rest and make up for its Sabbath
years” (Lev. 26:34). Behind this are two concerns. One is environmental. As Maimonides points out,
land which is overexploited eventually erodes and loses its fertility. The Israelites were therefore
commanded to conserve the soil by giving it periodic fallow years, not pursuing short-term gain at the
cost of long-term desolation. 5 The second, no less significant, is theological: “The land,” says God, “is
Mine; you are but strangers and temporary residents with Me” (Lev. 25:23). We are guests on earth.
Another set of commands is directed against over-interference with nature. The Torah forbids
crossbreeding livestock, planting a field with mixed seeds, and wearing a garment of mixed wool and
linen. These rules are called chukim or “statutes.” Samson Raphael Hirsch (Germany, 1808–1888) in
the nineteenth century, like Nachmanides six centuries earlier, understood chukim to be laws that
respect the integrity of nature. They represent the principle that “the same regard which you show to
man you must also demonstrate to every lower creature, to the earth which bears and sustains all, and
to the world of plants and animals.” They are a kind of social justice applied to the natural world: “They

4

Ecclesiastes Rabbah 7:13.

5

Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, III:39.
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ask you to regard all living things as God’s property. Destroy none; abuse none; waste nothing; employ
all things wisely.... Look upon all creatures as servants in the household of creation.”6
So it was no accident that Jewish law interpreted the prohibition against cutting down fruitbearing trees in the course of war as an instance of a more general prohibition against needless
destruction, and more generally still, against acts that deplete earth’s non-renewable resources, or
damage the ecosystem, or lead to the extinction of species.
Václav Havel made a fundamental point in The Art of the Impossible: “I believe that we have
little chance of averting an environmental catastrophe unless we recognise that we are not the masters
of Being, but only a part of Being.” 7 That is why a religious vision is so important, reminding us that we
are not owners of our resources. They belong not to us but to the Eternal and eternity. Hence we may
not needlessly destroy. If that applies even in war,
how much more so in times of peace. “The earth is the “We are the earth’s guardians,
Lord’s and all that is in it” (Ps. 24:1). We are its
on behalf of its Creator, for the
guardians, on behalf of its Creator, for the sake of
sake of future generations.”
future generations.
Shabbat Shalom

This Elul, learn with

Rabbi Sacks

on WhatsApp & Telegram
For more details or to join, please visit

www.RabbiSacks.org/WhatsApp

Over 15,000 people from
around the world have already joined!

6

Samson Raphael Hirsch, The Nineteen Letters, letter 11.

7

Václav Havel, The Art of the Impossible (New York: Knopf, 1997), 79.
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