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WEEKDAY DAVENING INFORMATION
Sunday  
(6/30)

Monday 
(7/1)

Tuesday 
(7/2)

Wednesday 
(7/3)

Thursday 
(7/4)

Friday  
(7/5)

Earliest Talit 4:18 AM 4:18 AM 4:19 AM 4:20 AM 4:20 AM 4:21 AM

Shacharit 8:15 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM 6:00 AM 8:00 AM 6:25 AM

Gedolah 1:38 PM 1:38 PM 1:38 PM 1:38 PM 1:38 PM 1:38 PM

Mincha - Maariv 8:20 PM 8:20 PM 8:20 PM 8:20 PM 8:20 PM 7:05 PM

Shkia 8:32 PM 8:32 PM 8:32 PM 8:32 PM 8:32 PM

Tzait 9:17 PM 9:17 PM 9:17 PM 9:17 PM 9:17 PM

 שבת פרשת שלח
SHABBAT PARSHAT SHLACH 

26 SIVAN - JUNE 29
Haftorah is Joshua 2:1-24. We bless the month 
of Tamuz. We do not say אב הרחמים. Pirkei 
Avot Chapter 3.

FRIDAY NIGHT
EARLIEST CANDLES - 6:58 PM
MINCHA/MAARIV - 7:05 PM  
CANDLE LIGHTING - 8:14 PM 
TZAIT - 9:17 PM 

SATURDAY
HASHKAMA - 8:15 AM
SHACHARIT MAIN - 9:00 AM 
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:13 AM 
GEMARA SHIUR - 7:00 PM 
MINCHA - 8:00 PM 
MAARIV/HAVDALAH - 9:17 PM 
 

————— 
 

CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD 
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909
201-797-0502 
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG 

BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN 
ANNOUNCEMENT OR TO DEDICATE A 
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO), 
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM 

—————

 
Molad for Tamuz is Tuesday, July 2, 3:38 PM
& 2 Chalokim.
  ראש חדש תמוז יהיה ביום רביעי ויֹום

חמישי הבא עלינו ועל כל ישראל לטובה.

Perek on the Lawn this Shabbat is at 
5:30 PM in the backyard of  the 
home of  Lori & David Garfunkel, 
12-56 Lyle Terrace. The 
Rabbi will be discussing 
Chapter 3 of  Pirekei 
Avot!

Mazel tov to Eita & Richard Latkin on the engagement of  their grandson Jack 
Ganchrow to Becky Steinmetz of  West Hemstead. 

 יעלה הזיווג יפה ויבנו בית נאמן בישראל
May the beautiful couple be elevated in the building of  a faithful house of  
Israel.

Kiddush is sponsored by Lori & David 
Garfunkel in honor of  their granddaughter, 
Nava Rivka Tawil.  
 יגדלוה לתורה ולחופה ולמעשים טובים

May they raise her to Torah, chupah and 
good deeds.

Mazel tov to Joan & Barry 
Goldberg on the birth of  a 
granddaughter to Lisa & 
Abraham Brez .  

 יגדלוה לתורה ולחופה ולמעשים טובים
May they raise her to Torah, chupah 
and good deeds.

http://www.ahavatachim.org
mailto:SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM
http://www.ahavatachim.org
mailto:SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM


 

Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission 
of  the Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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Kiddush 
Information

To sponsor a 
Kiddush ($1000/$613/$318, plus 
scotch) email gplotnick@aol.com. 
If  you are around when the Rabbi 

says “על המחיה”, your assistance in 
clean up would be appreciated. 

Adult Education  

GEMARA SHIUR - Shabbat 
afternoon (45 minutes before Mincha), 
learning Beitzah. 
DAYTIME TORAH VOYAGES - 

Tuesdays at 1:00 PM. 
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH 

THOUGHT - After Kiddush. 
PEREK ON THE LAWN, Pirkei 

Avot Periodic Shiur. 
BEGINNER TALMUD CLASS - 

Mondays at 8:45 PM. Men and 
women are welcome. Please speak to 
Eli Greenbaum, Elliot Greene or Betsy 
Sonnenblick if  you are interested.  

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה

Youth Program
Youth groups start at 

10:00 AM! 
Tot Shabbat, 10:40 

AM! 
Kira & Andrew are excited to become 

the new Chairs of  the Youth 
Committee! Over the next few weeks 
and months they’ll be introducing new 
programs and welcome feedback on 
how to engage your kids. Email them 
at kira.batist.msw@gmail.com. 
Aug 3 - Parent/Child Learning, 

studying Eichah, 6:40 PM 

Stay & Play
Next time will be July 13 

at the Wigod's home. 

Pirkei Avot Teen 
Learning

Teens Pirkei Avot Shiur 
at 10:40 AM led by Andrew Wigod. 

For info email Ben at 
benjamin.greenbaum@frisch.org. 

Ahavat Achim Future Events
June 30 - Kol Chaverim Carnival and 
Wandering Que BBQ 
July 6  - Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by 
the Winchester family to commemorate 
the 2nd yahrzeit of  Steve’s father David 
Winchester, מאיר דודע”ה בן שמואל גרשון הלוי 
July 20 - Siyum Mesechet Arachin 
Aug. 17 - Judah Levine Bar Mitzvah 
Sept. 7 - Andy Freund's Aufruf  
Sep. 14 - Aspiring Member Shabbaton 
Nov. 10 - Coat Drive 
Nov. 16 - David Kor’s Aufruf  
Dec. 7 - Yehuda Farajun Bar Mitzvah 
Feb. 8 - Eden Riskin Bat Mitzvah 
Feb. 22 - Yachad Shabbaton 

Community Events
N/A 

Perek on the Lawn
July 13 - Greene Home 
July 27 - Solomon Home 
Sept. 14 
Email Larry at lardavbern@gmail.com to 
host. 

Answers to Points To Ponder 
(1st) The quality of the land agriculturally (i.e. livability) and the nature of the inhabitants (conquer-ability) v. 19-20 
(2nd) It is flowing with milk and honey (v.27) and it consumes it's inhabitants (v.32) 
(3rd) He recalls the iniquity of parents on children (v.18). This intimates the possibility of an opportunity not for these 

individuals, but falling to their children. 
(4th) With hope. "When you get to the land of Israel" (15:2) 
(6th-7th) "shogeg", accidental or neglectful sin. 

Points To Ponder 
(1st) What two things does Moshe want the spies to spy out? 
(2nd) What contradiction do the spies present regarding the nature of  the land? 
(3rd) Before completing his plea to Hashem, how does Moshe hint towards a solution? 
(4th) How does the section of  commandments in this parsha begin? 
(6th-7th) What type of  sin is emphasized in these sections of  commandments? Discussion Question: What implication may 

this bear on how we think about the sin of  the spies?

mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
mailto:benjamin.greenbaum@frisch.org
mailto:lardavbern@gmail.com
mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
mailto:benjamin.greenbaum@frisch.org
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SUPPORT YOUR SHUL

Donate a Sefer, etc. 
The shul has Siddurim & Machzorim ($36) 
and Chumashim ($54) available to be 
donated.  Please contact Jeff  Safier at 
robynsafier@gmail.com for details. 

Yahrzeit Plaques 
Memorialize a loved one with a plaque for 
$300 (for members,  or $450 for non-
members). We will endeavor to send you  
written notice of  an upcoming yahrzeit, 
mention his or her name during the public 
Yizkor and list the yahrzeit in the bulletin 
once a year. For more information, email 
Larry at lardavbern@gmail.com.  

Men’s Club 
Please contact Elliot Greene at 
MensClub@AhavatAchim.Org to join the 
Men’s Club. 

Scrip
Scrip is available from Men’s Club. Email 
David at dmgarfunkel@gmail.com. Pay 
using Paypal (treasurer@ahavatachim.org) 
or use Discover, MasterCard or Visa - email 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org for details. 

Mishebayrach
Contributions to the shul after a 
Mishebayrach can be via Paypal to 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org, or via 
MasterCard, Visa or Discover by sending 
info to Steve Winchester (contact him at 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org).  If  b y check 
indicate on its face “Aliyah Donation.” 

Honoraria 
The available Honoraria list will be 
provided upon request by contacting Steven 
Plotnick at  seplotnick@gmail.com. 

David Schwitzerע”ה Social Hall
Please contact Ben Lang at 
bmmnpl@aol.com  to book the David 
Schwitzerע”ה Social Hall for an event or 
special occasion. $250 per simcha 
(members)/$325 for Associates/$400 paid 
in advance for non-members, plus the cost 
of  any additional clean up (plus a $150 
security/cleaning deposit refunded when 
the social hall is returned in the condition it 
started in). Private caterers must be 
approved in advance by the Rabbi. 

Mitzvah Cards
Want mitzvah cards, contact Eita Latkin at 
791-8940 or parentsof3@aol.com. Cost is 
$3 per card. Also can be ordered in bulk - 
ten cards for $25, which you send out 
yourself  privately. 
 

SUPPORT YOUR SHUL
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IN TAMUZ WE REMEMBER . . . 

NAME
HEBREW 

DATE
CANDLE 

EVENING OF DEDICATOR RELATIONSHIP

Harry Kirchenbaum 1 July 3 Hyman Kirchenbaum Father

Jacob Epstein 7 July 9 Martin Epstein Father

Ida Wigod 7 July 9 Seymour Wigod Grandmother

David Winchester 7 July 9 Steve Winchester Father

Sima Zuckerberg 16 July 18 Sophie Infield Grandmother

Leib Zuckerberg 16 July 18 Sophie Infield Grandfather

Harry Shimoff 17 July 19 Melanie Kwestel Father

Gladys Kustanowitz 18 July 20 Al Kustanowitz Mother

Cheryl Wigod 19 July 21 Seymour Wigod Wife

Cheryl Wigod 19 July 21 Ron Sokoloff Sister

Kiva Wigodsky 25 July 27 Seymour Wigod Uncle

Sylvia Latkin 27 July 29 Richard Latkin Mother

Max Bickel 28 July 30 Jack Bickel Grandfather

Jacob Kustanowitz 28 July 30 Al Kustanowitz Father

Betty Lee Schechter 28 July 30 Joyce Heller Sister

Jason H. Schechter 29 July 31 Joyce Heller Nephew
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MISCELLANEOUS

Ahavat Achim Membership/
Hospitality
Contact Arnie at aspier@verizon.net for 
membership details. For Shabbat hospitality 
contact Sara at saraG51@yahoo.com. 

Bikkur Cholim/Chesed Committee 
If  someone needs a visit/assistance, contact 
Sara at saralevine06@gmail.com or Mary Lisa 
at kenkatter541@gmail.com. 

Personal Announcements
Various life cycle events related to members 
are announced in the bulletin (e.g., births, bar 
and bat mitzvahs, weddings and deaths, as 
well as travel to/from Israel to study). We also 
welcome new members. Other personal 
announcements are not appropriate except as 
part of  the bulletin’s dedication (a $36 cost - 
$54 with photo). 

Numbers & Info
ERUV – To subscribe for updates, email 

fairlawneruv@groups.io. Check status at 
https://groups.io/g/fairlawneruv or call 
201-254-9190. 
MIKVAH – 201-796-0350.  At Shomrei Torah, 

9 PM–10:30 PM, Motzei Shabbat from 1¼ 
hours after Shabbat ends for 1½ hours. Kaylim 
Mikvah: Sun. 10 AM-3 PM 
TWITTER: AhavatAchimFL 
FACEBOOK: facebook.com/groups/

ahavat.achim/ 
INSTAGRAM: instagram.com/

ahavatachimfl/?hl=en  
FLICKR: flickr.com/photos/ahavatachim/

albums  

Shul Calendar
To add events to the shul calendar 

email Larry at lardavbern@gmail.com.
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Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission 
of  the Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.

You can help Ahavat Achim's finances and it won't cost 
you a cent! Just make your regular Amazon purchases at 
https://smile.amazon.com/. After a one-time set up 
designating Congregation Ahavat Achim of  Fair Lawn as 
your preferred charity, nothing more to do except make 

your regular Amazon purchases.   
	 •	 Amazon will donate 0.5% of  the price of  your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to Ahavat Achim. 
	 •	 Amazon Smile is the same Amazon you know. Same 
products, same prices, same service.

B i l l i a r d s t o u r n a m e n t 
continues tonight at the 
Rabbi’s house! A number 16 
seed has never defeated a 
number 1 seed, but Hazkiel 
claims he is no ordinary 
#16. Will Melanie rise to the 

occasion or be crushed by the weight of  expectations? Steve 
Plotnick’s TOP THREE shots from week 1: #3: Hillel’s final shot 
of  the night, hitting the cue ball harder than Ali hit Frazier, #2: 
Michael’s no-look shot - pocketing the ball with no doubt, and #1: 
Rabbi’s jumping the cue ball and pocketing the object ball.

mailto:aspier@verizon.net
mailto:saraG51@yahoo.com
mailto:saralevine06@gmail.com
mailto:kenkatter541@gmail.com
mailto:fairlawneruv@groups.io
https://groups.io/g/fairlawneruv
http://facebook.com/groups/ahavat.achim/
http://facebook.com/groups/ahavat.achim/
http://instagram.com/ahavatachimfl/?hl=en
http://instagram.com/ahavatachimfl/?hl=en
http://instagram.com/ahavatachimfl/?hl=en
http://flickr.com/photos/ahavatachim/albums
http://flickr.com/photos/ahavatachim/albums
mailto:lardavbern@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:aspier@verizon.net
mailto:saraG51@yahoo.com
mailto:saralevine06@gmail.com
mailto:kenkatter541@gmail.com
mailto:fairlawneruv@groups.io
https://groups.io/g/fairlawneruv
http://facebook.com/groups/ahavat.achim/
http://facebook.com/groups/ahavat.achim/
http://instagram.com/ahavatachimfl/?hl=en
http://instagram.com/ahavatachimfl/?hl=en
http://instagram.com/ahavatachimfl/?hl=en
http://flickr.com/photos/ahavatachim/albums
http://flickr.com/photos/ahavatachim/albums
mailto:lardavbern@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/




 

 בס"ד
      

           שלח־לך תשע"ט
Shelach Lecha 

5779

The episode of the twelve spies was one of the most tragic in the entire Torah. Who sent them and to 
what end is not entirely clear. In this week’s parsha, the text says that it was God who told Moses to do so 
(Num. 13:1–2). In Deuteronomy (1:22), Moses says that it was the people who made the request. Either 
way, the result was disaster. An entire generation was deprived of the chance to enter the Promised Land. 
The entry itself was delayed by forty years. According to the Sages, it cast its shadow long into the future.  1

Moses told the spies to go and see the land and bring back a report about it: Are the people many or 
few, strong or weak? What is the land itself like? Are the cities open or fortified? Is the soil fertile? They 
were also tasked with bringing back some of its fruit. The spies returned with a positive report about the 
land itself: “It is indeed flowing with milk and honey, and this is its fruit” There then followed one of the 
most famous ‘buts’ in Jewish history: “But – the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are 
fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak [‘the giant’] there” (Num. 13:28). 

Sensing that their words were demoralising the people, Caleb, one of the spies, interrupted with a 
message of reassurance: “We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.” 
However, the other spies insisted: “We cannot attack those people; they are stronger than we are.… All the 
people we saw there are of great size.… We seemed like grasshoppers…” (Num. 13:30–33). The next day, 
the people, persuaded that the challenge was completely beyond them, expressed regret that they had ever 
embarked on the Exodus and said, “Let us appoint a leader and go back to Egypt” (Num. 14:4). 

Thus far the narrative. However, it is monumentally difficult to understand. It was this that led the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe to give a radically revisionary interpretation of the episode.  He asked the obvious 2

 On the phrase, “the people wept that night” (Num. 14:1), the Talmud says that God vowed, “I will make this a day of weeping 1

throughout the generations.” That day was Tisha B’Av, on which, in later centuries, the First and Second Temples were destroyed 
(Taanit 29a; Sota 35a).

 A translation can be found in Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, Torah Studies, adapted by Jonathan Sacks (London: Lubavitch 2

Foundation, 1986), 239–245.
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   COVENANT & CONVERSATION: FAMILY EDITION 
Covenant & Conversation: Family Edition is a new and exciting accompaniment to Rabbi Sacks’ weekly Covenant & Conversation essay, aimed at connecting older 
children and teenagers with his ideas and thoughts on the parsha. To download the accompanying Family Edition to this Covenant & Conversation essay, please 

visit www.RabbiSacks.org/CCFamilyEdition or subscribe toRabbi Sacks’ free mailing list via www.RabbiSacks.org/Subscribe.

Fear of Freedom 



question. How could ten of the spies come back with a defeatist report? They had seen with their own eyes 
how God had sent a series of plagues that brought Egypt, the strongest and longest-lived of all the empires 
of the ancient world, to its knees. They had seen the Egyptian army with its cutting-edge military 
technology, the horse-drawn chariot, drown in the sea while the Israelites passed through it on dry land. 
Egypt was far stronger than the Canaanites, Perizzites, Jebusites, and other minor kingdoms that they 
would have to confront in conquering the land. Nor was this an ancient memory. It had happened not much 
more than a year before. 

What is more, they were entirely wrong about the people of the land. We discover this from the book 
of Joshua, in the passage read as the haftarah to Shelach Lecha. When Joshua sent spies to Jericho, the 
woman who sheltered them, Rahab, described for them what her people felt when they heard that that the 
Israelites were on their way: 

I know that the Lord has given this land to you. A great fear of you has fallen on us…We have 
heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt.… When we 
heard of it, our hearts melted and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the Lord your God is God 
in heaven above and on the earth below. (Josh. 2:9–11) 

The people of Jericho were not giants. They were as fearful of the Israelites as the Israelites were of 
them. Nor was this something that was disclosed only later. The Israelites of Moses’ day had already sung in 
the Song at the Sea: 

The peoples have heard; they tremble; 

Pangs have seized the inhabitants of Philistia. 

Now are the chiefs of Edom dismayed; 

Trembling seizes the leaders of Moab; 

All the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away. 

Terror and dread fall upon them; 

Because of the greatness of Your arm, they are still as a stone. 

(Ex. 15:14–16) 

How was it that they forgot what, not long before, they knew? 

What is more, continued the Rebbe, the spies were not people plucked at random from among the 
population. The Torah states that they were “men who were heads of the People of Israel.” They were 
leaders. They were not people given lightly to fear. The questions are 
straightforward, but the answer the Rebbe gave was utterly unexpected. 
The spies were not afraid of failure, he said. They were afraid of success. 

Never had a people lived so close to God. If they entered the 
land, their lifestyle of camping around the Sanctuary, eating manna from heaven, living in continuous 
contact with the Shechinah would vanish. They would have to fight battles, maintain an army, create an 
economy, farm the land, worry about the weather and their crops, and all the other thousand distractions 
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“The spies were not 
afraid of failure. They 

were afraid of success.” 



that come from living in the world. What would happen to their closeness to God? They would be 
preoccupied with mundane and material pursuits. Here they could spend their entire lives learning Torah, 
lit by the radiance of the Divine. There they would be one more nation in a world of nations with the same 
kind of economic, social, and political problems that every other nation has to deal with. 

They were afraid of success, and the subsequent change it would bring about. They wanted to spend 
their lives in the closest possible proximity to God. What they did not understand was that God seeks, in the 
Midrashic phrase, “a dwelling in the lower worlds.”  One of the great differences between Judaism and 3

other religions is that while others seek to lift people to heaven, Judaism seeks to bring heaven down to 
earth. 

Much of Torah is about things not conventionally 
seen as religious at all: labour relations, agriculture, 
welfare provisions, loans and debts, land ownership, 
and so on. It is not difficult to have an intense religious experience in the desert, or in a monastic retreat, or 
in an ashram. Most religions have holy places and holy people who live far removed from the stresses and 
strains of everyday life. About this there is nothing unusual at all. 

But that is not the Jewish project, the Jewish mission. God wanted the Israelites to create a model 
society where human beings were not treated as slaves, where rulers were not worshipped as demigods, 
where human dignity was respected, where law was impartially administered to rich and poor alike, where 
no one was destitute, no one was abandoned to isolation, no one was above the law, and no realm of life was 
a morality-free zone. That requires a society, and a society needs a land. It requires an economy, an army, 
fields and flocks, labour and enterprise. All these, in Judaism, become ways of bringing the Shechinah into 
the shared spaces of our collective life. 

The spies did not doubt that Israel could win its battles with the inhabitants of the land. Their 
concern was not physical but spiritual. They did not want to leave the wilderness. They did not want to 
become just another nation among the nations of the earth. They did not want to lose their unique 
relationship with God in the reverberating silence of the desert, far removed from civilisation and its 
discontents. This was the mistake of deeply religious men – but it was a mistake. 

Clearly this is not the plain sense of the narrative, but we should not dismiss it on that account. It is, 
as it were, a psychoanalytical reading of the unconscious mindset of the spies. They did not want to let go of 
the intimacy and innocence of the time-out-of-time and place-out-of-place that was the experience of the 
wilderness. Ultimately the spies feared freedom and its responsibilities. 

But Torah is about the responsibilities of freedom. Judaism is not a religion of monastic retreat 
from the world. It is a religion of engagement with the world. God chose Israel to make His presence visible 
in the world. Therefore Israel must live in the world. The Jewish people were not without their desert-
dwellers and ascetics. The Talmud speaks of R. Shimon b. Yochai living for thirteen years in a cave. When 
he emerged, he could not bear to see people engaged in such earthly pursuits as ploughing a field (Shabbat 
33b). He held that engagement with the world was fundamentally incompatible with the heights of 

 See Midrash Tanchuma, parshat Naso 16.3
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“While others seek to lift people 
to heaven, Judaism seeks to 

bring heaven down to earth.” 



spirituality (Brachot 35b). But the mainstream held otherwise.  It maintained that “Torah study without an 4

occupation will in the end fail and lead to sin” (Mishnah Avot 2:2). 

Maimonides speaks of people who live as hermits in the desert to escape the corruptions of society.  5

But these were the exceptions, not the rule. It is not the destiny of Israel to live outside time and space as 
the world’s recluses. Far from being the supreme height of faith, such a fear of freedom and its 
responsibilities is, according to the Lubavitcher Rebbe, the sin of the spies. 

They did not want to contaminate Judaism by bringing it into contact with the real world. They 
sought the eternal dependency of God’s protection and the endless embrace of His all-encompassing love. 
There is something noble about this desire, but also something profoundly irresponsible. The spies 
demoralised the people and provoked the anger of God. The Jewish project – the Torah as the constitution 
of the Jewish nation under the sovereignty of God – is about building a society in the land of Israel that so 
honours human dignity and freedom that it will one day lead the world to say, “Surely this great nation is a 
wise and understanding people” (Deut. 4:6). 

The Jewish task is not to fear the real world but to enter and transform it, healing some of its 
wounds and bringing to places often shrouded in darkness fragments of Divine light. 

 
Shabbat Shalom 

 Brachot 35b cites the view of R. Ishmael as evaluated by Abaye.4

 Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Deot 6:1; Shemoneh Perakim, ch. 4.5
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“The Jewish project is about 
building a society in the land 

of Israel that honours human 
dignity and freedom…” 
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