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WEEKDAY DAVENING INFORMATION
Sunday  
(7/28)

Monday 
(7/29)

Tuesday 
(7/30)

Wednesday 
(7/31)

Thursday 
(8/1)

Friday  
(8/2)

Earliest Talit 4:44 AM 4:45 AM 4:47 AM 4:48 AM 4:49 AM 4:50 AM

Shacharit 8:15 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM 6:25 AM 6:15 AM 6:00 AM

Gedolah 1:39 PM 1:39 PM 1:39 PM 1:38 PM 1:38 PM 1:38 PM

Mincha - Maariv 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 7:00 PM

Shkia 8:17 PM 8:16 PM 8:15 PM 8:14 PM 8:13 PM

Tzait 9:02 PM 9:01 PM 9:00 PM 8:59 PM 8:58 PM

 שבת פרשת פינחס
SHABBAT PARSHAT PINCHAS

24 TAMMUZ - JULY 27
Haftorah is  Jeremiah 1:1-2:3,  the  first  of  the 
Three Haftorot of"— שלש דפורענותא
Punishment". We bless the month of Av.
Don’t say אב הרחמים. Pirkei Avot Chapter. 1.

FRIDAY NIGHT
MINCHA/MAARIV - 7:00 PM  
CANDLE LIGHTING - 8:01 PM 
TZAIT - 9:04 PM 

SATURDAY
HASHKAMA - 8:15 AM
SHACHARIT MAIN - 9:00 AM 
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:25 AM 
GEMARA SHIUR - 7:00 PM 
MINCHA - 7:45 PM 
MAARIV/HAVDALAH - 9:03 PM

—————
 

CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD 
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909
201-797-0502 
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG 

BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN 
ANNOUNCEMENT OR TO DEDICATE A 
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO), 
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM 

—————

 

Molad for Av is Thursday, Aug, 1, 4:22 AM &
3 Chalokim.
 ראש חדש אב יהיה ביום שישי הבא עלינו

ועל כל ישראל לטובה.

Perek on the Lawn is at the Solomon home, 42-01 De Bruin 
Dr., at 6:00 PM, discussing Pirkei Avot Chapter 5.

The Three Weeks 
The period between the Seventeenth of  Tamuz until after Tisha B'Av is 
called "בין המצרים" — “between the straits” (based upon the verse in 
Lamentations 1:3) because of  the multiple tragedies that have occurred 
to the Jewish people throughout the ages during these three weeks. 
Among the worst of  the tragedies are the destruction of  both Holy 
Temples, the end of  Jewish Sovereignty for almost 2,000 years, and the 
exile from Eretz Yisroel. The custom is for us to manifest some signs of  
mourning during this period. Therefore, we do not make weddings or 
take haircuts during these three weeks. We do not make the Bracha 
שהחיינו  (so as to avoid the Bracha שהחיינו  we do not eat a new fruit 
[unless that fruit would be unobtainable afterward] or purchase an 
expensive article of  clothing that would require the Bracha שהחיינו, 
during these three weeks [the custom is to make the Bracha on Shabbat].

The Nine Days  
(Adapted from the Ezras Torah Luach) 

In addition to the rules for the Three Weeks (below), from Rosh Chodesh Av 
(Thursday night/Friday) until after Tisha B'Av refrain from washing with 
warm or hot water. Only those who are feeble, extremely sensitive, or who 
must do so for medical reasons, may wash with warm or hot water. Don’t 
launder clothing until after Tisha B'Av. Don't wear clothing that was 
laundered before Rosh Chodesh, except on Shabbat. We do not drink wine or 
eat meat of  any kind, with the exception of  the feeble, sickly, or ill, who may 
eat poultry. We may eat meat and drink wine on Shabbat or while attending a 
Seudat Mitzvah, such as a Brit or the completion of  a Tractate of  Talmud.

http://www.ahavatachim.org
mailto:SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM
http://www.ahavatachim.org
mailto:SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM


 

Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission 
of  the Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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Kiddush 
Information

To sponsor a 
Kiddush ($1000/$613/$318, plus 
scotch) email gplotnick@aol.com. 
If  you are around when the Rabbi 

says “על המחיה”, your assistance in 
clean up would be appreciated. 

Adult Education  

GEMARA SHIUR - Shabbat 
afternoon (45 minutes before Mincha), 
learning Beitzah. 
DAYTIME TORAH VOYAGES - 

Tuesdays at 1:00 PM. 
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH 

THOUGHT - After Kiddush. 
PEREK ON THE LAWN, Pirkei 

Avot Periodic Shiur. 
BEGINNER TALMUD CLASS - 

Mondays at 8:30 PM. Men and 
women are welcome. Please speak to 
Eli Greenbaum, Elliot Greene or Betsy 
Sonnenblick if  you are interested. 

From the Sisterhood
2019-2020 calendar year planning 

session, Tues., Aug. 6, 8:00 PM, at 
Sara Santacruz’s home, 40-01 Garvey 
Pl. All women are welcome. If  you 
can’t attend, email your ideas to Lori 
at Garfmom@gmail.com.  

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה

Youth Program
Youth groups are on 

summer hiatus.  See 
you in the fall! 
Tot Shabbat, 10:40 

AM! 
Kira & Andrew are excited to become 

the new Chairs of  the Youth 
Committee! Over the next few weeks 
and months they’ll be introducing new 
programs and welcome feedback on 
how to engage your kids. Email them 
at kira.batist.msw@gmail.com. 
Aug 3 - Parent/Child Learning, 

studying Eichah, 6:40 PM 
Oct. 12 - Parent/Child Learning, 

studying Kohelet 

Stay & Play
Next Date is August 3. 

Pirkei Avot Teen 
Learning

Teens Pirkei Avot Shiur 
at 10:40 AM. 

For info email Ben at 
benjamin.greenbaum@frisch.org. 

Ahavat Achim Future Events
Aug. 17 - Judah Levine Bar Mitzvah 
Aug. 24 - Siyum Mesechet Temurah at 
Seudah Shlishit 
Sept. 7 - Andy Freund's Aufruf  
Sept. 14 - Aspiring Member Shabbaton 
Sept. 14 - Perek on the Lawn, email 
Larry at  lardavbern@gmail.com to host. 
Sept. 15 - Apple Picking 
Oct. 12 - Youth Taking Over, Sharsheret 
Pink Sudeah Shlishit, sponsored by Kira 
& Andrew Wigod 
October 15 - Kiddush is sponsored by 
the Winchester family on the Yarhtzeit of  
Steve’s mother, Helen Winchester, 
Miriam Hendl bas Shimonע”ה 
Nov. 10 - Coat Drive 
Nov. 16 - David Kor’s Aufruf  
Dec. 7 - Yehuda Farajun Bar Mitzvah 
Feb. 8 - Eden Riskin Bat Mitzvah 
Feb. 22 - Yachad Shabbaton 

Community Events
July 28 -  Shomrei Torah Summer 
BBQ, with great food, Minute-to-Win-It, 
Bounce House, Baseball, and more! A 
Shomrei Torah event at Berdan Grove. 
Sun., 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM. RSVP  to 
www.shomrei-torah.org/event/summerbbq, 
prices are based on age: 5-12, $5; 12+, 
$8; family max of  $36 (at the park prices 
go up by $5). Under 5 free. 

Answers to Points To Ponder 
(1st) Tzorer, cause them pain, because they cause you pain in their conspiracy with Baal Peor 

and Kozbi the Princess of Midian. 
(3rd) Where and (Rashi) how large one family's portion will be within the tribal allotment 
(4th) Female land ownership and Rabbinic ordination via semicha 
(5th-7th) The sacrifices. 

Points To Ponder 
(1st) What are the Jewish people commanded to do to Midian? Why? 
(3rd) What aspect of  land inheritance is decided with the lottery? 
(4th) What two institutions are established in this aliyah? 
(5th-7th) What aspect of  the holidays is presented/highlighted in these aliyot?

mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
mailto:benjamin.greenbaum@frisch.org
mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
mailto:benjamin.greenbaum@frisch.org


Jonathan “Yoni” Frenkel is a social 
entrepreneur involved in the New York
Israeli tech community, living in both the 
United States and Israel. He is highly involved 
in building the Israeli tech ecosystem in
New York and has previously held leadership 
roles in the non-profit and policy world, 
working with organizations such as the IAC, 
Dor Chadash and AIPAC. Jonathan heads 
a digital marketing agency, YKC Media, 
focusing on engaging tech professionals 
through content branding.

Who’s going to help
the tri-state area become

a cyber capital?
Israel of course!

Ariella Noveck 
AriellaN@jfnnj.org
201-820-3946

Wednesday
August 7 
7:00 pm

Jewish Federation
50 Eisenhower Drive, Paramus
Wine and Cheese Tasting

Register Today!
www.jfnnj.org/fedtalks
$10

Jewish Federation presents

Jonathan “Yoni” Frenkel
Social Entrepreneur

Learn how the tri-state area is transforming 
into a global center of excellence in 

cybersecurity and relying on Israeli experts 
to build and manage key parts of the plan.
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           פינחס תשע"ט
Pinchas 5779

Moses said to the Lord, “May the Lord, God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a man over this community 
to go out and come in before them, one who will lead them out and bring them in, so the Lord’s people 
will not be like sheep without a shepherd.” (Num. 27:15–17) 

 Moses was in sight of the Angel of Death. Miriam had died. So had Aaron. And God had told Moses 
“you too will be gathered to your people, as your brother Aaron was.” (Num. 27:12–13), so he knew he was 
not fated to live long enough to cross the Jordan and enter the land. Who would be his successor? Did he 
have any thoughts on the matter? 

 With profound attentiveness, the Sages noted the immediately previous passage. It is the story of the 
daughters of Tzelophehad, who claim their rights of inheritance in the land, despite the fact that inheritance 
passed through the male line and their father had left no sons. Moses brought their request to God, who 
answered that it was to be granted. 

 Against this background, the Midrash interprets Moses’ thoughts as he brings his own request to 
God, that a successor be appointed: 

What was Moses’ reason for making this request after declaring the order of inheritance? Just this, that 
when the daughters of Tzelophehad inherited from their father, Moses reasoned: The time is right for me 
to make my own request. If daughters inherit, it is surely right that my sons should inherit my glory. 

The Holy One, Blessed Be He, said to him, “He who keeps the fig tree shall eat its fruit” (Prov. 27:18). 
Your sons sat idly by and did not study the Torah. Joshua served you faithfully and showed you great 
honour. It was he who rose early in the morning and remained late at night at your House of Assembly. 
He used to arrange the benches and spread the mats. Seeing that he has served you with all his might, he 
is worthy to serve Israel, for he shall not lose his reward.  1

 This is the unspoken drama of the chapter. Not only was Moses fated not to enter the land, but he 
was also destined to see his sons overlooked in the search for a successor. That was his second personal 
tragedy. 

 Numbers Rabbah 21:14.1
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   COVENANT & CONVERSATION: FAMILY EDITION 
Covenant & Conversation: Family Edition is a new and exciting accompaniment to Rabbi Sacks’ weekly Covenant & Conversation essay, aimed at connecting older 
children and teenagers with his ideas and thoughts on the parsha. To download the accompanying Family Edition to this Covenant & Conversation essay, please 

visit www.RabbiSacks.org/CCFamilyEdition or subscribe toRabbi Sacks’ free mailing list via www.RabbiSacks.org/Subscribe.

The Crown All Can Wear 



 But it is precisely here that we find, for the first time, one of Judaism’s most powerful propositions. 
Biblical Israel had its dynasties. Both Priesthood and, in a later age, Kingship were handed down from father 
to son. Yet there is a staunchly egalitarian strand in Judaism from the outset. Ironically, it is given one of its 
most powerful expressions in the mouth of the rebel, Korach: “All the 
congregation are holy and the Lord is in their midst. Why then do you 
(Moses) set yourselves above the congregation?” (Num. 16:3). 

 But it was not only Korach who gave voice to such a sentiment. 
We hear it in the words of Moses himself: “Would that all the Lord’s 
people were Prophets and that the Lord would put His spirit on them” (Num. 11:29). 

 We hear it again in the words of Hannah when she gives thanksgiving for the birth of her son: 

The Lord sends poverty and wealth; 
He humbles and He exalts. 

He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 
He seats them with princes and has them inherit a throne of honour. (I Sam. 2:7–8) 

 It is implicit in the great holiness command: “The Lord said to Moses, ‘Speak to the entire assembly 
of Israel and say to them: Be holy, because I, the Lord your God, am holy’” (Lev. 19:2). 

 This is not a call to Priests or Prophets – a sacred elite – but to an entire people. There is, within 
Judaism a profound egalitarian instinct: the concept of a nation of individuals standing with equal dignity in 
the presence of God. 

 Korach was wrong less in what he said than in why he said it. He was a demagogue attempting to 
seize power. But he tapped into a deep reservoir of popular feeling and religious principle. Jews have never 
been easy to lead because each is called on to be a leader. What Korach forgot is that to be a leader it is also 
necessary to be a follower. Leadership presupposes discipleship. That is what Joshua knew, and what led to 
him being chosen as Moses’ successor. 

 The tradition is summed up in the famous Maimonidean ruling: 

With three crowns was Israel crowned – with the crown of Torah, the crown of Priesthood, and the 
crown of Kingship. The crown of Priesthood was bestowed on Aaron and his descendants. The crown of 
Kingship was conferred on David and his successors. But the crown of Torah is for all Israel. Whoever 
wishes, let them come and take it. Do not suppose that the other two crowns are greater than that of 
Torah…. The crown of Torah is greater than the other two crowns.  2

 This had immense social and political consequences. Throughout most of the biblical era, all three 
crowns were in operation. In addition to Prophets, Israel had Kings and an active Priesthood serving in the 
Temple. The dynastic principle – leadership passing from father to son – still dominated two of the three 
roles. But with the destruction of the Second Temple, Kingship and a functioning Priesthood ceased. 
Leadership passed to the Sages who saw themselves as heirs to the Prophets. We see this in the famous one-
sentence summary of Jewish history with which Tractate Avot (Ethics of the Fathers) begins: “Moses 
received the Torah from Sinai and handed it on to Joshua, who handed it on to the elders, the elders to the 
Prophets, and the Prophets to the men of the Great Assembly” (Mishnah Avot 1:1). 

 Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Talmud Torah 3:1.2
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 The Rabbis see themselves as heirs to the Prophets rather than to the Priests. In biblical Israel, the 
Priests were the primary guardians and teachers of Torah. Why did the Rabbis not see themselves as heirs to 
Aaron and the Priesthood? The answer may be this: Priesthood was a dynasty. Prophetic leadership, by 
contrast, could never be predicted in advance. The proof was Moses. The very fact that his children did not 
succeed him as leaders of the people may have been an acute distress to him but it was a deep consolation to 
everyone else. It meant that anyone, by discipleship and dedication, could aspire to Rabbinic leadership and 
the crown of Torah. 

 Hence we find in the sources a paradox. On the one hand, the Torah describes itself as an 
inheritance: “Moses commanded us the Torah as an inheritance [morasha] of the congregation of 
Jacob” (Deut. 33:4). On the other hand, the Sages were insistent that Torah is not an inheritance: “R. Yose 
said: Prepare yourself to learn Torah, for it is not given to you as an inheritance [yerusha]” (Mishnah Avot 
2:12). 

 The simplest resolution of the contradiction is that there are two kinds of inheritance. Biblical 
Hebrew contains two different words for what we receive as a legacy: yerusha/morasha and nachala. 
Nachala is related to the word nachal, “a river.” It signifies something passed down automatically across the 
generations, as river water flows downstream, easily and naturally. Yerusha comes from the root yarash, 
meaning “to take possession.” It refers to something to which you have legitimate title, but which you need 
positive action to acquire. 

 A hereditary title, such as being a duke or an earl, is passed from father to son. So too is a family 
business. The difference is that the first needs no effort on the part of the heir, but the second requires hard 
work if the business is to continue to be worth something. Torah is 
like a business, not a title. It must be earned if it is to be sustained. 

 The Sages themselves put it more beautifully: “‘Moses 
commanded us the Torah as an inheritance [morasha] of the 
congregation of Jacob’ – read not ‘inheritance [morasha]’ but 
‘betrothed [me’orasa]’” (Berachot 57a). By a simple change in 
pronunciation – turning a shin [=“sh”] into a sin [=“s”], “inheritance” into “betrothal” – the Rabbis signalled 
that, yes, there is an inheritance relationship between Torah and the Jew, but the former has to be loved if it 
is to be earned. You have to love Torah if you are to inherit it. 

 The Sages were fully aware of the social implications of R. Yose’s dictum that the Torah “is not given 
to you as an inheritance.” It meant that literacy and learning must never become the preserve of an elite: 

And why is it not usual for scholars to give birth to sons who are scholars? 

Yosef said: So that it should not be said that the Torah is their inheritance. (Nedarim 81a) 

 The Sages were constantly on their guard against exclusivist attitudes to Torah. Equality is never 
preserved without vigilance – and indeed there were contrary tendencies. We see this in one of the debates 
between the schools of Hillel and Shammai: 

“Raise up many disciples” – The school of Shammai says: A person is to teach only one who is wise, 
humble, of good stock, and rich. 

But the school of Hillel says: Everyone is to be taught. For there were many transgressors in Israel who 
were attracted to the study of Torah, and from them sprang righteous, pious, and worthy men. To what 
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“ Torah is like a 
business, not a title. It 

must be earned if it is to 
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may it be compared? “To a woman who sets a hen to brood on eggs – out of many eggs, she may hatch 
only a few, but out of a few [eggs], she hatches none at all.”  3

 One cannot predict who will achieve greatness. Therefore Torah must be taught to all. A later episode 
illustrates the virtue of teaching everyone: 

Once Rav came to a certain place where, though he had decreed a fast [for rain], no rain fell. Eventually 
someone else stepped forward in front of Rav before the Ark and prayed, “Who causes the wind to blow” 
– and the wind blew. Then he prayed, “Who causes the rain to fall” – and the rain fell. 

Rav asked him: What is your occupation [i.e., what is your special virtue that causes God to answer your 
prayers]? He replied: I am a teacher of young children. I teach Torah to the children of the poor as well 
as to the children of the rich. From those who cannot afford it, I take no payment. Besides, I have a fish 
pond, and I offer fish to any boy who refuses to study, so that he comes to study. (Ta’anit 24a) 

 It would be wrong to suppose that these attitudes prevailed in all places at all times. No nation 
achieves perfection. An aptitude for learning is not equally distributed within any group. There is always a 
tendency for the most intelligent and scholarly to see themselves as more gifted than others and for the rich 
to attempt to purchase a better education for their children than the poor. Yet to an impressive – even 
remarkable – degree, Jews were vigilant in ensuring that no one was excluded from education and that 
schools and teachers were paid for by public funds. By many centuries, indeed millennia, Jews were the first 
to democratise education. The crown of Torah was indeed open to all. 

 Moses’ tragedy was Israel’s consolation. “The Torah is their inheritance.” The fact that his successor 
was not his son, but Joshua, his disciple, meant that one form of leadership – historically and spiritually the 
most important of the three crowns – could be aspired to by everyone. Dignity is not a privilege of birth. 
Honour is not confined to those with the right parents. In the 
world defined and created by Torah, everyone is a potential 
leader. We can all earn the right to wear the crown. 

Shabbat Shalom 

   NEW BOOK!  
Covenant & Conversation: Deuteronomy  

is now available

 Avot DeRabbi Natan, version 2, ch. 4.3
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