בס”ד

WEEKDAY DAVENING INFORMATION
Sunday
(1/13)

Monday
(1/14)

Tuesday
(1/15)

Earliest Talit

6:19 AM

6:18 AM

6:18 AM

6:18 AM

6:18 AM

6:17 AM

Shacharit

8:15 AM

6:15 AM

6:25 AM

6:25 AM

6:15 AM

6:25 AM

Gedolah

Wednesday Thursday
(1/16)
(1/17)

Friday
(1/18)

12:29 PM 12:30 PM 12:30 PM 12:30 PM 12:31 PM 12:31 PM

Mincha - Maariv

4:35 PM

Shkia

4:51 PM

4:52 PM

4:53 PM

4:54 PM

4:55 PM

Tzait

5:36 PM

5:37 PM

5:38 PM

5:39 PM

5:40PM

8:20 PM

8:20 PM

8:20 PM

8:20 PM

Maariv Only

4:40 PM

Please contact Eli Greenbaum at eligreenbaum@yahoo.com
to volunteer to at the Family Promise homeless shelter in
Teaneck on Tues. night, Jan. 22, from 6:15 PM to 9:00 PM.

שבת פרשת בא
SHABBAT PARSHAT BO
6 SHEVAT/JANUARY 12
Haftorah is Jeremiah 46:13-28.
FRIDAY NIGHT
CANDLE LIGHTING - 4:31 PM
MINCHA - 4:35 PM
TZAIT - 5:34 PM
SATURDAY
HASHKAMA - 8:15 AM
SHACHARIT MAIN - 9:00 AM
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:43 AM
MINCHA - 4:20 PM
SHKIA - 4:50 PM
SHABBAT ENDS - 5:35 PM

We regret to inform you of the passing of Adam Strichע”ה,
beloved son of Fern & Oded Strich and beloved brother of Oren
and Sonia. Shiva will be observed at the Strich home, 40-18 Marie
Ct., through Thursday morning. Davening times on Sunday same
as the shul. For the rest of the week, times to be announced.
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
We regret to inform you of the passing of Helene Sonnenblickע”ה,
beloved mother of Marty Sonnenblick. Shiva will be observed at
the Sonnenblick home, 6 Kershner Pl., through Monday morning.
Davening times will be the same as the shul.
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
Super Bowl Shabbat
kiddish lunch will be
Feb. 2. Four volunteers
needed to cook.
Sponsors needed at
the following levels: 1st
Quarter - $54, Halftime - $72, 3rd
Quarter - $118 and Final - $180.
To volunteer and/or sponsor,
contact
Randi
at
randi.spier@gmail.com or
201-777-0731. SPONSORS SO
FAR: Halftime - Bernstein and
K & A W i g o d ; 1 s t Q t r. :
Greenbaum/Goldman.

—————
CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909
201-797-0502
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG
BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN
ANNOUNCEMENT (BY 7:00 PM
WEDNESDAY) OR DEDICATE A
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO),
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM
Rabbi Ely Shestack

President Aryeh Brenenson
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Kiddush
Information

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה
Youth Program

To sponsor a
Kiddush ($1000/$613/$318, plus
scotch) email Gail at
gplotnick@aol.com.
If you are around when the Rabbi
says “”על המחיה, your assistance in
clean up would be appreciated.

Adult Education

Youth groups start at
10:00 AM!
Contact our Youth Director
Aliza Kaplan to discuss our
children’s youth
programming at
youthdirectoraliza@ahavatachim.org.

Tot Shabbat

GEMARA SHIUR - On Winter
Hiatus.
DAYTIME TORAH VOYAGES Thursdays at 1:00 PM.
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH
THOUGHT - After Kiddush.
PEREK ON THE LAWN, Pirkei
Avot Periodic Shiur.

10:40 AM, with the
Shabbat reading often
featuring a surprise story teller.

Stay & Play
Next get together will
be in the spring, on
April 6. See you then.

Teen Hashkama

Community Events
Feb. 2 - Escape Room Experience,
working with friends to solve physical
puzzles, riddles, and electronics and locks.
Dinner will be served. Shomrei Torah,
Sat night, at 7:30 PM. Cost is $45 per
person. RSVP to mrsricklis@gmail.com.
B’hatzlacha to Rabbi
Andrew Markowitz on
becoming Shomrei Torah’s
next Rabbi. Mazel tov to
him and Rebbetzin Sara!

Feb. 16
Mar. 23
May 11
June 22

Pirkei Avot Teen Learning
10:40 AM, led
this week by Ben
Wechsler. For
details contact
Ben at
Benjamin.greenbaum@frisch.org.

Ahavat Achim Future Events
Jan. 20 - “Would You March With Dr.
King”, a pre-MLK, Jr. holiday shiur, 9:00
AM, breakfast will be served.
Jan. 22 - Soup Kitchen, 6:15 - 9:00 PM
Feb. 1 - Friday night Oneg/NCSY
Friday Night Lights
Feb. 2 - Super Bowl Kiddush Lunch
Feb. 2 - Seudah Shlishit is jointly
sponsored by the Garfunkels for the
Yahrzeit of David’s father Yehoshua Falik
Ben Moshe HaCohain ע”הand the
Agresses for the Yahrzeit of Stephen’s
father HaRav Chaim ben Yehoshuaז”ל.
Feb. 3 to 10 - Diaper Drive
Feb 10 - Lizard Guy Event, sponsored by
Kira & Andrew Wigod
Mar. 1 - Friday night Oneg
Mar. 9 - Yachad/Yavneh Shabbaton
May 4 - Dr. Avivah Zornberg Scholar in
Residence
May 11 - Suedah Shlishit sponsored by
Kira & Andrew Wigod in honor of
Mental Health Awareness Month
June 1 - 2nd Annual Baruch Crawl
June 1 - Youth Taking Over Seudat
Shelishit in honor of Yom Yerushalayim,
sponsored by Kira & Andrew Wigod
June 8 - Suedah Shlishit sponsored by Eli
Zezon in memory of Shlomo ע”הBen
Eliyahu ( זזון נלב"ע ז סיון תשס”ד- )שלמה בן אליהו
June 22 - Suedah Shlishit sponsored by
Eli Zezon in memory of Baroch
Mafzir ע”הBen Samuel (ברוך מפציר בן שמואל
 נלב"ע כ"ד סיון תשנ”ט-)

Points To Ponder
(2nd) What information does the Torah give about the plague of locusts that isn't given about any of the previous plagues?
(4th) Shabbat Table Discussion: Why would Moshe say that the plague of the firstborns would be "around midnight" (11:4)?
(4th) What reason does Hashem give for hardening Paroah's heart?
(6th) What reason for eating matzah is presented in this aliyah?
(7th) Tefillin is mentioned twice in this aliyah. What are the two paragraphs that tefillin is associated with in this parsha?
Answers to Points To Ponder
(2nd) The geological/meteorological event that preceded and cause the plague, i.e. the wind which brought the locusts and
took them away
(4th) So Hashem could increase his wonders (11:10)
(6th) The dough didn't have time to rise.
(7th) The obligation to remember the Exodus and the obligation to redeem the firstborn children and animals.
Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission
of the Office of Rabbi Sacks) in memory of her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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in honor of
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Congregation Ahavat Achim
Presents a Special

Shiur and Breakfast

Sunday, January 20 at 9 AM

-

18 25 Saddle River Rd, Fair Lawn, NJ 07410

RSVP to egreene

@acm.org

Congregation Ahavat Achim

SUPER BOWL SHABBAT
Kick-Off Cook-Off Kiddush Lunch
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4 volunteers needed to help
cook your favorite dishes in the shul kitchen
Sponsors needed at the following levels:
1st Quarter - $54, Halftime - $72
3rd Quarter - $118 and Final - $180

To volunteer or sponsor, please contact Randi at
randi.spier@gmail.com or 201-777-0731 Fair Lawn, NJ

CHESED OPPORTUNITY
WITH AHAVAT ACHIM

Join Ahavat Achim for an
evening of volunteer work
serving food to the homeless at
a local us
soupfor
kitchen
Join
an

evening of volunteer
work serving food to
the homeless at a
local soup kitchen
Add subheading text

Tuesday, January, 22 2019 6:15 PM - 9:00 PM
1095 Teaneck Road, Teaneck, NJ
Fair Lawn, NJ

RSVP by Sunday, January 20
to eligreenbaum@yahoo.com

Ahavat Achim Presents:
The Lizard Guys
Join us for a fun show with
lizards, snakes, turtles, frogs & bugs!
Raffle

Photo Booth

Coloring

Sunday, February 10, 2019 2-4 PM
18-25 Saddle River Rd
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410

Price for Admission:
Bring an unopened diaper donation to be distributed by
Jewish Family & Children's Services of Northern NJ
*sealed inner packs from a larger box are acceptable*
Can't make it, but still want to donate?
e-mail diaperdrive@ahavatachim.org
RSVP to diaperdrive@ahavatachim.org
for the chance to win a raffle prize!

בס"ד

בא תשע”ט
Bo 5779

COVENANT & CONVERSATION: FAMILY EDITION
Covenant & Conversation: Family Edition is a new and exciting accompaniment to Rabbi Sacks’ weekly Covenant & Conversation essay, aimed at connecting older
children and teenagers with his ideas and thoughts on the parsha. To download the accompanying Family Edition to this Covenant & Conversation essay, please
visit www.RabbiSacks.org/CCFamilyEdition or make sure you are subscribed toRabbi Sacks’ free mailing list via www.RabbiSacks.org/Subscribe.

Against Their Gods
The ninth plague – darkness – comes shrouded in a darkness of its own.
What is this plague doing here? It seems out of sequence. Thus far there have been eight plagues,
and they have become steadily, inexorably, more serious. The first two, the Nile turning blood-red and the
infestation of frogs, seemed more like omens than anything else. The third and fourth, gnats and wild
beasts, caused worry, not crisis. The fifth, the plague that killed livestock, affected animals, not human
beings.
The sixth, boils, was again a discomfort, but a serious one, no longer an external issue but a bodily
affliction. (Remember that Job lost everything he had, but did not start cursing his fate until his body was
covered with sores: Job 2.) The seventh and eighth, hail and locusts, destroyed the Egyptian grain. Now –
with the loss of grain added to the loss of livestock in the fifth plague – there was no food. Still to come
was the tenth plague, the death of the firstborn, in retribution for Pharaoh’s murder of Israelite children.
It would be this that eventually broke Pharaoh’s resolve.
So we would expect the ninth plague to be very serious indeed, something that threatened, even if
it did not immediately take, human life. Instead we read what seems like an anti-climax:
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand towards the sky so that darkness will spread
over Egypt – darkness that can be felt.” So Moses stretched out his hand towards the sky, and total
darkness covered all Egypt for three days. No one could see anyone else or leave his place for three
days. Yet all the Israelites had light in the places where they lived. (Exodus 10:21–23)
Darkness is a nuisance, but no more. The phrase “darkness that can be felt” suggests what
happened: a khamsin, a sandstorm of a kind not unfamiliar in Egypt, which can last for several days,
producing sand- and dust-filled air that obliterates the light of the sun. A khamsin is usually produced by
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a southern wind that blows into Egypt from the Sahara Desert. The worst sandstorm is usually the first of
the season, in March. This fits the dating of the plague which happened shortly before the death of the
firstborn, on Pesach.
The ninth plague was doubtless unusual in its intensity, but it was not an event of a kind wholly
unknown to the Egyptians, then or now. Why then does it figure in the plague narrative, immediately
prior to its climax? Why did it not happen nearer the beginning, as one of the less severe plagues?
The answer lies in a line from “Dayeinu,” the song we sing as part of the Haggadah: “If God had
executed judgment against them [the Egyptians] but had not done so against their gods, it would have
been sufficient.” Twice the Torah itself refers to this dimension of the plagues:
“I will pass through Egypt on that night, and I will kill every first-born in Egypt, man and animal. I
will perform acts of judgment against all the gods of Egypt: I (alone) am God.” (Ex. 12:12)
The Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, struck down by the Lord; and against their gods,
the Lord had executed judgment. (Num. 33:4)
Not all the plagues were directed, in the first instance, against the Egyptians. Some were directed
against things they worshipped as gods. That is the case in the first two plagues. The Nile was personified
in ancient Egypt as the god Hapi and was worshipped as the source of fertility in an otherwise desert
region. Offerings were made to it at times of inundation. The inundations themselves were attributed to
one of the major Egyptian deities, Osiris. The plague of frogs would have been associated by the Egyptians
with Heket, the goddess who was believed to attend births as a midwife, and who was depicted as a
woman with the head of a frog.
The plagues were not only intended to punish Pharaoh and his people for their mistreatment of
the Israelites, but also to show them the powerlessness of the gods in which they believed. What is at
stake in this confrontation is the difference between myth – in which the gods are mere powers, to be
tamed, propitiated or manipulated – and biblical
“The plagues showed the
monotheism, in which ethics (justice, compassion, human
powerlessness of the gods in
dignity) constitute the meeting point of God and mankind.

which the Egyptians
believed.”

The symbolism of these plagues, often lost on us,
would have been immediately apparent to the Egyptians. Two things now become clear. The first is why
the Egyptian magicians declared, “This is the finger of God” (Ex. 8:15) only after the third plague, lice.
The first two plagues would not have surprised them at all. They would have understood them as the work
of Egyptian deities who, they believed, were sometimes angry with the people and took their revenge.
The second is the quite different symbolism the first two plagues were meant to have for the
Israelites, and for us. As with the tenth plague, these were no mere miracles intended to demonstrate the
power of the God of Israel, as if religion were a gladiatorial arena in which the strongest god wins. Their
meaning was moral. They represented the most fundamental of all ethical principles, stated in the
Noahide covenant in the words “He who sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed” (Gen.
9:6). This is the rule of retributive justice, measure for measure: As you do, so shall you be done to.
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By first ordering the midwives to kill all male Israelite babies, and then, when that failed, by
commanding, “Every boy who is born must be cast into the Nile” (Ex. 1:22), Pharaoh had turned what
should have been symbols of life (the Nile, which fed Egyptian agriculture, and midwives) into agents of
death. The river that turned to blood, and the Heket-like frogs that infested the land, were not afflictions
as such, but rather coded communications, as if to say to the Egyptians: reality has an ethical structure.
See what it feels like when the gods you turned against the Israelites turn on you. If used for evil ends, the
powers of nature will turn against man, so that what he does will be done to him in retribution. There is
justice in history.
Hence the tenth plague, to which all the others were a mere prelude. Unlike all the other plagues,
its significance was disclosed to Moses even before he set out on his mission,
while he was still living with Jethro in Midian:
“There is justice

in history.”
You shall say to Pharaoh: This is what the Lord says. “Israel is My son,
My firstborn. I have told you to let My son go, that he may worship Me. If you refuse to let him go,
I will kill your own firstborn son.” (Ex. 4:22–23)
Whereas the first two plagues were symbolic representations of the Egyptian murder of Israelite
children, the tenth plague was the enactment of retributive justice, as if heaven was saying to the
Egyptians: You committed, or supported, or passively accepted the murder of innocent children. There is
only one way you will ever realise the wrong you did, namely, if you yourself suffer what you did to others.
This too helps explain the difference between the two words the Torah regularly uses to describe
what God did in Egypt: otot u’moftim, “signs and wonders.” These two words are not two ways of
describing the same thing – miracles. They describe quite different things. A mofet, a wonder, is indeed a
miracle. An ot, a sign, is something else: a symbol (like tefillin or circumcision, both of which are called
ot), that is to say, a coded communication, a message.
The significance of the ninth plague is now obvious. The greatest god in the Egyptian pantheon
was Ra or Re, the sun god. The name of the Pharaoh often associated with the exodus, Ramses II, means
meses, “son of ” (as in the name Moses) Ra, the god of the sun. Egypt – so its people believed – was ruled
by the sun. Its human ruler, or Pharaoh, was semi-divine, the child of the sun god.
In the beginning of time, according to Egyptian myth, the sun god ruled together with Nun, the
primeval waters. Eventually there were many deities. Ra then created human beings from his tears.
Seeing, however, that they were deceitful, he sent the goddess Hathor to destroy them; only a few
survived.
The plague of darkness was not a mofet but an ot, a sign. The obliteration of the sun signalled that
there is a power greater than Ra. Yet what the plague represented was less the power of God over the sun,
but the rejection by God of a civilisation that turned one man, Pharaoh, into an absolute ruler (son of the
sun god) with the ability to enslave other human beings – and of a culture that could tolerate the murder
of children because that is what Ra himself did.
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When God told Moses to say to Pharaoh, “My son, My firstborn, Israel,” He was saying: I am the
God who cares for His children, not one who kills His children. The ninth plague was a divine act of
communication that said: there is not only physical darkness but also moral darkness. The best test of a
civilisation is to see how it treats children, its own and others’. In an age of broken families, neglected and
impoverished children, and worse – the use of children as
“The best test of a
instruments of war – that is a lesson we still need to learn.

civilisation is to see
how it treats children,
its own and others.”

Shabbat shalom

WATCH THE LATEST ANIMATED VIDEO FROM RABBI SACKS!

“How, in an age of mass migration, do you integrate minorities without destroying their identity or losing
yours? That is a key issue facing the West today. So let’s look at how societies have dealt with it in the past,
and where they went wrong…”
To watch Rabbi Sack’s new whiteboard animation on recreating society entitled
“The Home We Build Together” and to read the transcript, please use the link below:

http://rabbisacks.org/rabbi-sacks-home-build-together/
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