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WEEKDAY DAVENING INFORMATION
Sunday  

(8/4)
Monday 

(8/5)
Tuesday 

(8/6)
Wednesday 

(8/7)
Thursday 

(8/8)
Friday  
(8/9)

Earliest Talit 4:53 AM 4:54 AM 4:55 AM 4:56 AM 4:58 AM 4:59 AM

Shacharit 8:15 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM 6:25 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM

Gedolah 1:38 PM 1:38 PM 1:37 PM 1:37 PM 1:37 PM 1:37 PM

Mincha - Maariv 7:50 PM 7:50 PM 7:50 PM 7:50 PM 7:50 PM 7:00 PM

Shkia 8:09 PM 8:08 PM 8:07 PM 8:06 PM 8:04 PM

Tzait 8:54 PM 8:53 PM 8:52 PM 8:51 PM 8:49 PMשבת פרשת מטות ומסעי 
SHABBAT PARSHAT MATOT-MASEI

2 AV - AUGUST 3
Haftorah  is  Jeremiah  2:4-28  and  3:4  .(שמעו) 
Pirkei  Avot  Chap.  2.  Havdalah  is  made  on 
wine, but give it  to a child that reached the 
age of chinuch to drink (if no child, the one 
who makes Havdalah drinks the wine).

FRIDAY NIGHT
MINCHA/MAARIV - 7:00 PM  
CANDLE LIGHTING - 7:54 PM 
TZAIT - 8:57 PM 

SATURDAY
HASHKAMA - 8:15 AM
SHACHARIT MAIN - 9:00 AM 
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:28 AM 
GEMARA SHIUR - 7:00 PM 
MINCHA - 7:40 PM 
MAARIV/HAVDALAH - 8:55 PM

—————
 

CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD 
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909
201-797-0502 
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG 

BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN 
ANNOUNCEMENT OR TO DEDICATE A 
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO), 
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM 

—————

Welcome to Jewel & Bob Safren who are visiting the community this 
Shabbat.

Tisha B'Av Camp for children 
ages 3 to 10 at Ahavat Achim, 
Sunday, Aug. 11, from 1:30 PM 

to 4:30 PM. Cost is $20 per child, $50 family max (must be paid on arrival in 
cash or check payable to Young Israel of  Fair Lawn). To register your children 
go to https://www.yifl.org/form/tisha-bav-camp-5779.html. Snacks to be provided. 

https://www.yifl.org/form/tisha-bav-camp-5779.html
https://www.yifl.org/form/tisha-bav-camp-5779.html
http://www.ahavatachim.org
mailto:SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM
http://www.ahavatachim.org
mailto:SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM


 

Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission 
of  the Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.

2

Kiddush 
Information

To sponsor a 
Kiddush ($1000/$613/$318, plus 
scotch) email gplotnick@aol.com. 
If  you are around when the Rabbi 

says “על המחיה”, your assistance in 
clean up would be appreciated. 

Adult Education  

GEMARA SHIUR - Shabbat 
afternoon (45 minutes before Mincha), 
learning Beitzah. 
DAYTIME TORAH VOYAGES - 

Tuesdays at 1:00 PM. 
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH 

THOUGHT - After Kiddush. 
PEREK ON THE LAWN, Pirkei 

Avot Periodic Shiur. 
BEGINNER TALMUD CLASS - 

Mondays at 8:30 PM. Men and 
women are welcome. Please speak to 
Eli Greenbaum, Elliot Greene or Betsy 
Sonnenblick if  you are interested. 

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה

Youth Program
Youth groups are on 

summer hiatus.  See 
you in the fall! 
Tot Shabbat, 10:40 

AM! 
Kira & Andrew are excited to become 

the new Chairs of  the Youth 
Committee! Feel free to email them at 
kira.batist.msw@gmail.com. 
Aug 3 - Parent/Child Learning, 

studying Eichah, 6:40 PM 
Oct. 12 - Parent/Child Learning, 

studying Kohelet 

Stay & Play
This Shabbat at the 

Wigod abode, 15-26 
Landzettel Way. 

Pirkei Avot Teen 
Learning

Teens Pirkei Avot Shiur at 10:40 AM. 
For info email Ben at 

benjamin.greenbaum@frisch.org. 

Ahavat Achim Future Events
Aug. 17 - Judah Levine Bar Mitzvah 
Aug. 24 - Sponsored Kiddush 
Aug. 24 - Siyum Mesechet Temurah at 
Seudah Shlishit 
Sept. 7 - Andy Freund's Aufruf  
Sept. 14 - Aspiring Member Shabbaton 
Sept. 14 - Perek on the Lawn, email 
Larry at  lardavbern@gmail.com to host. 
Sept. 15 - Apple Picking 
Sept. 28 - Seudat Shilishit is sponsored 
by the Agress family on the Yahrzeit of  
Amy’s father Ha'Rav Yisroel Yehuda Ben 
Ephraim Michal Ha'Levi Pruzanskyז”ל. 
Oct. 12 - Youth Taking Over, Sharsheret 
Pink Sudeah Shlishit, sponsored by Kira 
& Andrew Wigod 
Oct. 15 - Kiddush is sponsored by the 
Winchester family on the Yarhtzeit of  
Steve’s mother, Helen Winchester, 
Miriam Hendl bas Shimonע”ה 
Nov. 10 - Coat Drive 
Nov. 16 - David Kor’s Aufruf  
Dec. 7 - Yehuda Farajun Bar Mitzvah 
Feb. 8 - Eden Riskin Bat Mitzvah 
Feb. 22 - Yachad Shabbaton 

Community Events
Aug. 15 – Yankees vs. Indians. $35 

for one ticket, or two for $65. Pre-game 
BBQ and transportation available. 
Locations and times TBA. SHOMREI 
TORAH event. Email Mendy at 
tuesdaystorah@yahoo.com for info or 
tickets.

Answers to Points To Ponder 
(1st) That Bilaam is killed along with the leadership of Midian (v. 8) 
(2nd) "Kasher" them - the utensils used over fire in fire and the others with water. 
(3rd) Your brothers are going to war. Will you abandon them? (v.6) 
(5th) The destruction of idolatry. 
(7th) They will have cities of refuge and be part of the legal/judicial system of Israel.

Points To Ponder 
(1st aliyah [2nd matos]) At the end of  Parshat Balak, the Rabbis indite Bilaam as the 

source of  the Midianite idea to seduce the Jewish people to depravity, what indication is 
given in this aliyah to support that notion? 

(2nd) What are the Jewish people instructed to do with the utensils they plundered 
from Midian? 

(3rd) What is the first challenge Moshe raises against the request of  Revuen and Gad 
to settle the lands on the eastern bank of  the Jordan river? 

(5th) When the Jewish people take over the land of  Israel - what is the primary 
ideological shift they are to enact? 

(7th) What law presented in this aliyah seems to indicate that the lands settled by 
Reuven and Gad on the eastern bank of  the Jordan are part of  Israel?

From the 
Sisterhood

2019-2020 calendar 
year planning session, 
Tues., Aug. 6, 8:00 PM, 
at Sara Santacruz’s home, 40-01 
Garvey Pl. All women are welcome. 
If  you can’t attend, email your ideas 
to Lori at Garfmom@gmail.com. 

mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
mailto:benjamin.greenbaum@frisch.org
mailto:tuesdaystorah@yahoo.com
mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
mailto:benjamin.greenbaum@frisch.org
mailto:tuesdaystorah@yahoo.com


SUPPORT YOUR SHUL

Donate a Sefer, etc. 
The shul has Siddurim & Machzorim ($36) 
and Chumashim ($54) available to be 
donated.  Please contact Jeff  Safier at 
robynsafier@gmail.com for details. 

Yahrzeit Plaques 
Memorialize a loved one with a plaque for 
$300 (for members,  or $450 for non-
members). We will endeavor to send you  
written notice of  an upcoming yahrzeit, 
mention his or her name during the public 
Yizkor and list the yahrzeit in the bulletin 
once a year. For more information, email 
Larry at lardavbern@gmail.com.  

Men’s Club 
Please contact Elliot Greene at 
MensClub@AhavatAchim.Org to join the 
Men’s Club. 

Scrip
Scrip is available from Men’s Club. Email 
David at dmgarfunkel@gmail.com. Pay 
using Paypal (treasurer@ahavatachim.org) 
or use Discover, MasterCard or Visa - email 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org for details. 

Mishebayrach
Contributions to the shul after a 
Mishebayrach can be via Paypal to 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org, or via 
MasterCard, Visa or Discover by sending 
info to Steve Winchester (contact him at 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org).  If  b y check 
indicate on its face “Aliyah Donation.” 

Honoraria 
The available Honoraria list will be 
provided upon request by contacting Steven 
Plotnick at  seplotnick@gmail.com. 

David Schwitzerע”ה Social Hall
Please contact Lori Garfunkel at 
garfmom@gmail.com to book the David 
Schwitzerע”ה Social Hall for an event or 
special occasion. $250 per simcha 
(members)/$325 for Associates/$400 paid 
in advance for non-members, plus the cost 
of  any additional clean up (plus a $150 
security/cleaning deposit refunded when 
the social hall is returned in the condition it 
started in). Private caterers must be 
approved in advance by the Rabbi. 

Mitzvah Cards
Want mitzvah cards, contact Eita Latkin at 
791-8940 or parentsof3@aol.com. Cost is 
$3 per card. Also can be ordered in bulk - 
ten cards for $25, which you send out 
yourself  privately. 
 

SUPPORT YOUR SHUL
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IN AV WE REMEMBER . . . 

NAME
HEBREW 

DATE
CANDLE 

EVENING OF DEDICATOR RELATIONSHIP

Ella Horwitz 9 August 9 Hanna Lewinson Mother

Joseph Teitelbaum 11 August 11 Joyce Sperling Father

Ella Cahn 13 August 13 Audrey Bickel Great Aunt

Sidney Smedresman 13 August 13 Steve Smedresman Uncle

Abraham Graber 19 August 19 David Graber Father

Rose Pinchas 20 August 20 Naomi Graber Mother

Andrew Staub 20 August 20 Gloria Epstein Father

Sidney Sperling 22 August 22 Arnold Sperling Father

Helene Bonnie Amrani 22 August 22 Neil Amrani Mother

Aharon Ben Yosef 23 August 23 Ilana Schwitzer Father

Gertrude Cooperwasser 23 August 23 Seymour Wigod Aunt

Frieda Jaffe 24 August 24 Sophie Infield Friend

Celia Levine 25 August 25 Naomi Levine Mother in Law

Celia Levine 25 August 25 Kenny Levine Grandmother

Claire Diamond 25 August 25 Lisa Eis Mother

Malka Schwitzer 28 August 28 Nate Schwitzer Mother

Hetti Jacobs 29 August 29 Stacey Finkelstein Grandmother

Dave Molever 29 August 29 Lori Garfunkel Grandfather
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MISCELLANEOUS

Ahavat Achim Membership/
Hospitality
Contact Arnie at aspier@verizon.net for 
membership details. For Shabbat hospitality 
contact Sara at saraG51@yahoo.com. 

Bikkur Cholim/Chesed Committee 
If  someone needs a visit/assistance, contact 
Sara at saralevine06@gmail.com or Mary Lisa 
at kenkatter541@gmail.com. 

Personal Announcements
Various life cycle events related to members 
are announced in the bulletin (e.g., births, bar 
and bat mitzvahs, weddings and deaths, as 
well as travel to/from Israel to study). We also 
welcome new members. Other personal 
announcements are not appropriate except as 
part of  the bulletin’s dedication (a $36 cost - 
$54 with photo). 

Numbers & Info
ERUV – To subscribe for updates, email 

fairlawneruv@groups.io. Check status at 
https://groups.io/g/fairlawneruv or call 
201-254-9190. 
MIKVAH – 201-796-0350.  At Shomrei Torah, 

9 PM–10:30 PM, Motzei Shabbat from 1¼ 
hours after Shabbat ends for 1½ hours. Kaylim 
Mikvah: Sun. 10 AM-3 PM 
TWITTER: AhavatAchimFL 
FACEBOOK: facebook.com/groups/

ahavat.achim/ 
INSTAGRAM: instagram.com/

ahavatachimfl/?hl=en  
FLICKR: flickr.com/photos/ahavatachim/

albums  

Shul Calendar
To add events to the shul calendar 

email Larry at lardavbern@gmail.com.
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Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission 
of  the Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.

You can help Ahavat Achim's finances and it won't cost 
you a cent! Just make your regular Amazon purchases at 
https://smile.amazon.com/. After a one-time set up 
designating Congregation Ahavat Achim of  Fair Lawn 
as your preferred charity, nothing more to do except 
make your regular Amazon purchases.   
	 •	 Amazon will donate 0.5% of  the price of  

your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Ahavat Achim. 
	 •	 Amazon Smile is the same Amazon you know. Same 
products, same prices, same service.

The Three Weeks 
The period between the Seventeenth of  Tamuz until after Tisha 
B'Av is called "בין המצרים" — “between the straits” (based upon 
the verse in Lamentations 1:3) because of  the multiple tragedies that 
have occurred to the Jewish people throughout the ages during these 
three weeks. Among the worst of  the tragedies are the destruction of  
both Holy Temples, the end of  Jewish Sovereignty for almost 2,000 
years, and the exile from Eretz Yisroel. The custom is for us to 
manifest some signs of  mourning during this period. Therefore, we 
do not make weddings or take haircuts during these three weeks. We 
do not make the Bracha שהחיינו  (so as to avoid the Bracha 
שהחיינו  we do not eat a new fruit [unless that fruit would be 
unobtainable afterward] or purchase an expensive article of  clothing 
that would require the Bracha שהחיינו, during these three weeks 
[the custom is to make the Bracha on Shabbat].

The Nine Days  
(Adapted from the Ezras Torah Luach) 

In addition to the rules for the Three Weeks (below), from Rosh Chodesh 
Av until after Tisha B'Av refrain from washing with warm or hot water. 
Only those who are feeble, extremely sensitive, or who must do so for 
medical reasons, may wash with warm or hot water. Don’t launder 
clothing until after Tisha B'Av. Don't wear clothing that was laundered 
before Rosh Chodesh, except on Shabbat. We do not drink wine or eat 
meat of  any kind, with the exception of  the feeble, sickly, or ill, who may 
eat poultry. We may eat meat and drink wine on Shabbat or while 
attending a Seudat Mitzvah, such as a Brit or the completion of  a 
Tractate of  Talmud.
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Jonathan “Yoni” Frenkel is a social 
entrepreneur involved in the New York
Israeli tech community, living in both the 
United States and Israel. He is highly involved 
in building the Israeli tech ecosystem in
New York and has previously held leadership 
roles in the non-profit and policy world, 
working with organizations such as the IAC, 
Dor Chadash and AIPAC. Jonathan heads 
a digital marketing agency, YKC Media, 
focusing on engaging tech professionals 
through content branding.

Who’s going to help
the tri-state area become

a cyber capital?
Israel of course!

Ariella Noveck 
AriellaN@jfnnj.org
201-820-3946

Wednesday
August 7 
7:00 pm

Jewish Federation
50 Eisenhower Drive, Paramus
Wine and Cheese Tasting

Register Today!
www.jfnnj.org/fedtalks
$10

Jewish Federation presents

Jonathan “Yoni” Frenkel
Social Entrepreneur

Learn how the tri-state area is transforming 
into a global center of excellence in 

cybersecurity and relying on Israeli experts 
to build and manage key parts of the plan.



Please e-mail Jordana Cohen to RSVP or with any  
questions at bickel.jordana@gmail.com 

Sunday, September 15 @ 10:30 AM  

A family fun day of apple picking,  
petting zoo & hayride 

Demarest Farms 
244 Wierimus Rd, Hillsdale, NJ  

Meet at the farm  
playground (make a right  

once you enter) 



 

 בס"ד
      

  מטות-מסעי
         תשע"ט

Matot-Masei 5779

 The Israelites were almost within sight of the Promised Land. They had successfully waged their 
first battles. They had just won a victory over the Midianites. There is a new tone to the narrative. 
We no longer hear the querulous complaints that had been the bass note of so much of the 
wilderness years. 

 We know why. That undertone was the sound of the generation, born in slavery, that had left 
Egypt. By now, almost forty years have passed. The second generation, born in freedom and 
toughened by conditions in the desert, have a more purposeful feel about them. Battle-tried, they no 
longer doubt their ability, with God’s help, to fight and win. 

 Yet it is at just this point that a problem arises, different in kind from those that had gone 
before. The people as a whole now have their attention focused on the destination: the land west of 
the river Jordan, the place that even the spies had confirmed to be “flowing with milk and 
honey” (Num. 13:27). 

 The members of the tribes of Reuben and Gad, though, begin to have different thoughts. Seeing 
that the land through which they were travelling was ideal for raising cattle, they decide that they 
would prefer to stay there, to the east of the Jordan, and propose this to Moses. Unsurprisingly, he is 
angry at the suggestion: “Moses said to the Gadites and Reubenites, ‘Are your brothers to go to war 
while you stay here? Why would you discourage the Israelites from going over into the land the Lord 
has given them?’” (Num. 32:6–7). He reminds them of the disastrous consequences of the earlier 
discouragement on the part of the spies. The whole nation will suffer. This decision would show not 
only that they are ambivalent about God’s gift of the land but also that they have learned nothing 
from history. 

The tribes do not argue with his claim. They accept its validity, but they point out that his concern is 
not incompatible with their objectives. They suggest a compromise: 

�
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   COVENANT & CONVERSATION: FAMILY EDITION 
Covenant & Conversation: Family Edition is a new and exciting accompaniment to Rabbi Sacks’ weekly Covenant & Conversation essay, aimed at connecting older 
children and teenagers with his ideas and thoughts on the parsha. To download the accompanying Family Edition to this Covenant & Conversation essay, please 

visit www.RabbiSacks.org/CCFamilyEdition or subscribe toRabbi Sacks’ free mailing list via www.RabbiSacks.org/Subscribe.

Priorities 



Then they came up to him and said, “We would like to build sheepfolds for our flocks and towns 
for our children. But we will then arm ourselves and go as an advance guard before the 
Israelites until we have established them in their home. Meanwhile our children will live in 
fortified cities, for protection from the inhabitants of the land. We will not return to our homes 
until every Israelite has received his inheritance. We will not receive any inheritance with them 
on the other side of the Jordan, because our inheritance has come to us on the east side of the 
Jordan.” (Num. 32:16–19) 

 We are willing, in other words, to join the rest of the Israelites in the battles that lie ahead. Not 
only this, but we are prepared to be the nation’s advance guard, in the forefront of the battle. We are 
not afraid of combat, nor are we trying to evade our responsibilities to our people as a whole. It is 
simply that we wish to raise cattle, and for this, the land to the east of the Jordan is ideal. Warning 
them of the seriousness of their undertaking, Moses agrees. If they keep their word, they will be 
allowed to settle east of the Jordan. And so, indeed, it happened (Josh. 22:1–5). 

 That is the story on the surface. But as so often in the Torah, there are subtexts as well as texts. 
One in particular was noticed by the Sages, with their sensitivity to nuance and detail. Listen 
carefully to what the Reubenites and Gadites said: “Then they came up to him and said, ‘We would 
like to build sheepfolds for our flocks and towns for our children.’” Moses replied: “Build towns for 
your children, and sheepfolds for your flocks, but do what you have promised” (Num. 32:24). 

 The ordering of the nouns here is crucial. The men of Reuben and Gad put property before 
people: they spoke of their flocks first, their 
children second.  Moses reversed the order, 1

putting special emphasis on the children. As Rashi 
notes: 

They paid more regard to their property than 
to their sons and daughters, because they 
mentioned their cattle before the children. Moses said to them: “Not so. Make the main thing 
primary and the subordinate thing secondary. First build cities for your children, and only 
then, folds for your flocks.” (Commentary to Num. 32:16) 

 A Midrash  makes the same point by way of an ingenious interpretation of a verse in 2

Ecclesiastes: “The heart of the wise inclines to the right, but the heart of the fool to the left” (Eccl. 
10:2). The Midrash identifies “right” with Torah and life: “He brought the fire of a religion to them 
from his right hand” (Deut. 33:2). “Left,” by contrast, refers to worldly goods: 

 Note also the parallel between the decision of the leaders of Reuben and Gad and that of Lot, in Genesis 13:10–13. Lot too made his 1

choice of dwelling place based on economic considerations – the prosperity of Sodom and the cities of the plain – without 
considering the impact the environment would have on his children.

 Numbers Rabbah 22:9.2

�
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“The men of Reuben and Gad 
put property before people. 

Moses reversed the order, 
putting special emphasis on 

the children.” 



Long life is in her right hand; 

In her left hand are riches and honour. (Prov. 3:16) 

 Hence, infers the Midrash, the men of Reuben and Gad put “riches and honour” before faith and 
posterity. Moses hints to them that their priorities are wrong. The Midrash continues: “The Holy 
One, Blessed Be He, said to them: ‘Seeing that you have shown greater love for your cattle than for 
human souls, by your life, there will be no blessing in it.’” 

 This turned out to be not a minor incident in the wilderness long ago, but rather, a consistent 
pattern throughout much of Jewish history. The fate of Jewish communities, for the most part, was 
determined by a single factor: their decision, or lack of decision, to put children and their education 
first. Already in the first century, Josephus was able to write: “The result of our thorough education 
in our laws, from the very dawn of intelligence, is that they 
are, as it were, engraved on our souls.”  The Rabbis ruled that 3

“any town that lacks children at school is to be 
excommunicated” (Shabbat 119b). Already in the first 
century, the Jewish community in Israel had established a 
network of schools at which attendance was compulsory 
(Bava Batra 21a) – the first such system in history. 

 The pattern persisted throughout the Middle Ages. In twelfth-century France a Christian scholar 
noted: “A Jew, however poor, if he has ten sons, will put them all to letters, not for gain as the 
Christians do, but for the understanding of God’s law – and not only his sons, but his daughters 
too.”  4

 In 1432, at the height of Christian persecution of Jews in Spain, a synod was convened at 
Valladolid to institute a system of taxation to fund Jewish education for all.  In 1648, at the end of 5

the Thirty Years’ War, the first thing Jewish communities in Europe did to re-establish Jewish life 
was to re-organise the educational system. In their classic study of the shtetl, the small townships of 
Eastern Europe, Zborowski and Herzog write this about the typical Jewish family: 

The most important item in the family budget is the tuition fee that must be paid each term to 
the teacher of the younger boys’ school. Parents will bend the sky to educate their son. The 
mother, who has charge of household accounts, will cut the family food costs to the limit if 
necessary, in order to pay for her son’s schooling. If the worst comes to the worst, she will 
pawn her cherished pearls in order to pay for the school term. The boy must study, the boy 
must become a good Jew – for her the two are synonymous.  6

 Josephus, Contra Apionem, ii, 177–178.3

 Beryl Smalley, The Study of the Bible in the Middle Ages (Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 1952), 78.4

 Salo Baron, The Jewish Community (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1945), 2:171–173.5

 Mark Zborowski and Elizabeth Herzog, Life Is with People: The Culture of the Shtetl (New York: Schocken, 1974), 87.6

�
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“This turned out to be a 
consistent pattern 

throughout much of 
Jewish history.” 



 In 1849, when Samson Raphael Hirsch became Rabbi in Frankfurt, he insisted that the 
community create a school before building a synagogue. After the Holocaust, the few surviving 
yeshiva heads and chassidic leaders concentrated on encouraging their followers to have children 
and build schools.  7

 It is hard to think of any other religion or civilisation that has so predicated its very existence on 
putting children and their education first. There have been Jewish communities in the past that 
were affluent and built magnificent synagogues – Alexandria in the first centuries of the Common 
Era is an example. Yet because they did not put children first, they contributed little to the Jewish 
story. They flourished briefly, then disappeared. 

 Moses’ implied rebuke to the tribes of Reuben and Gad is not a minor historical detail but a 
fundamental statement of Jewish priorities. Property is secondary, children primary. Civilisations 
that value the young stay young. Those that invest in the 
future have a future. It is not what we own that gives us 
a share in eternity, but those to whom we give birth and 
the effort we make to ensure that they carry our faith 
and way of life into the next generation. 

Shabbat Shalom 

    

Covenant & Conversation: The FULL 5 book series is now available 

This award-winning collection makes Rabbi Sacks' essays on the 
weekly Torah portion available in book form for the first time, 
and fuses together Jewish tradition, Western philosophy and 
literature to present a highly developed understanding of the 

human condition under God's sovereignty. The final volume of 
the series, “Deuteronomy: The Renewal of the Sinai Covenant”, 
published by Maggid and the OU Press, is now available in all 

good Jewish bookstores and online.

 My book on this subject is Jonathan Sacks, Will We Have Jewish Grandchildren? (London: Vallentine Mitchell, 1994).7
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“Civilisations that value 
the young stay young. 

Those that invest in the 
future have a future.” 
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