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WEEKDAY DAVENING INFORMATION
Sunday  
(8/11)

Monday 
(8/12)

Tuesday 
(8/13)

Wednesday 
(8/14)

Thursday 
(8/15)

Friday  
(8/16)

Earliest Talit 5:01 AM 5:02 AM 5:04 AM 5:05 AM 5:06 AM 5:07 AM

Shacharit 8:30 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM 6:25 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM

Gedolah 1:36 PM 1:36 PM 1:36 PM 1:35 PM 1:35 PM 1:35 PM

Mincha - Maariv 7:35 PM 7:40 PM 7:40 PM 7:40 PM 7:40 PM 7:00 PM

Shkia 8:01 PM 7:59 PM 7:58 PM 7:57 PM 7:55 PM

Fast Ends 8:41 PM

Tzait 8:46 PM 8:44 PM 8:43 PM 8:42 PM 8:40 PM

 שבת פרשת דברים/שבת חזון
SHABBAT PARSHAT  DEVORIM /CHAZON

9 AV - AUGUST 10
Haftorah is  Isaiah  1:1-27. צדק  צדקתך   is  not 
said. One may drink wine and eat meat even 
at  Seudah  Shlishit.  Final  time  for  Kiddush 
Levanah is Thur., Aug. 15, until 10:44 PM.

FRIDAY NIGHT
MINCHA/MAARIV - 7:00 PM  
CANDLE LIGHTING - 7:45 PM 
TZAIT - 8:48 PM 

SATURDAY
HASHKAMA - 8:15 AM
SHACHARIT MAIN - 9:00 AM 
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:30 AM 
GEMARA SHIUR - 5:15 PM 
MINCHA - 6:00 PM 
HAVDALAH - 8:47 PM 

—————
 

תשעה באב – נדחה
TISHA B'AV (Postponed) 

10 AV/AUGUST 11 

SATURDAY NIGHT
MAARIV - 9:15 PM 
 
SUNDAY
SHACHARIT/KINNOT - 8:30 AM 
MINCHA/MAARIV - 7:35 PM 
FAST ENDS - 8:41 PM

————— 

CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD 
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909
201-797-0502 
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG 

BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN 
ANNOUNCEMENT OR TO DEDICATE A 
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO), 
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM 

Tisha B'Av Camp for children ages 
3 to 10 at Ahavat Achim, Sunday, 

Aug. 11, from 1:30 PM to 4:30 PM. Cost is $20 per child, $50 family max (must 
be paid on arrival in cash or check payable to Young Israel of  Fair Lawn). To 
register go to https://www.yifl.org/form/tisha-bav-camp-5779.html. Snacks to be provided. 

15th of  Av, Friday, August 16/חמשה עשר באב 
We conduct ourselves in a somewhat festive manner. We do not say 
Tachanun (also omitted at the preceding Mincha on Thursday). We say 
.For more information, see Page 4 .למנצח and א-ל ארך אפים

Saturday Afternoon: No Suedah Shlishit at shul. The third meal must be consumed 
before 8:02 PM. Please plan accordingly. For halachot when Tisha B’Av begins 
Motzei Shabbat, see page 2. 

Tisha B'Av at the Shul: Survivor testimonials in the lobby after Eicha (to encourage us 
to not break the mood of  Tisha B'Av after services). There will be explanatory Kinnot 
after Shacharit. Tisha B'Av “Kumzitz” will begin at, 6:45 PM on Sunday, with solemn 
songs to help us transition out of  the intensity and mourning of  Tisha B’Av. 

List of  Online Programs With Appropriate Tisha B'av content: 
Explanatory Kinot Programs: (1) www.yutorah.org/Tishabav, (2) https://

livelifebetter.org/ and (3) https://www.ou.org/tishabav/reg.html.  
Shoah Testimonials: https://sfi.usc.edu/full-length-testimonies. 
 Documentaries: (1) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S58ivjU9PeE, (2) Auschwitz: 

The Nazis and the Final Solution (Netflix), (3) Playing for Time (Netflix),  (4) Schindler’s List 
(Netflix), and (5) The Untold Story of  Ankara's Jewish Community  at http://
hermanathemovie.com/.

Refuah Shelemah to Dr Richard Latkin who is recuperating from a broken 
ankle. 
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http://hermanathemovie.com/
http://www.yutorah.org/Tishabav
https://livelifebetter.org/
https://livelifebetter.org/
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Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission 
of  the Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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Kiddush 
Information

To sponsor a 
Kiddush ($1000/$613/$318, plus 
scotch) email gplotnick@aol.com. 
If  you are around when the Rabbi 

says “על המחיה”, your assistance in 
clean up would be appreciated. 

Adult Education  

GEMARA SHIUR - Shabbat 
afternoon (45 minutes before Mincha), 
learning Beitzah. 
DAYTIME TORAH VOYAGES - 

Hiatus. 
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH 

THOUGHT - Hiatus. 
PEREK ON THE LAWN, Pirkei 

Avot Periodic Shiur. 
BEGINNER TALMUD CLASS - 

Mondays at 8:30 PM. 

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה

Youth Program
Youth groups on summer 

hiatus.  See you in the fall! 
Tot Shabbat, 10:40 AM! 
Email ideas/suggestions 

to kira.batist.msw@gmail.com. 
Aug 3 - Parent/Child Learning, 

studying Eichah, 6:40 PM 
Oct. 12 - Parent/Child Learning, 

studying Kohelet 

Stay & Play
Next date is Sept.14. 

Pirkei Avot Teen 
Learning

Teens Pirkei Avot Shiur 
at 10:40 AM. 

For info email Ben at 
benjamin.greenbaum@frisch.org. 

Ahavat Achim Future Events
Aug. 14 - Board Meeting 
Aug. 17 - Judah Levine Bar Mitzvah 
Aug. 24 - Sponsored Kiddush 
Aug. 24 - Siyum Mesechet Temurah at 
Seudah Shlishit 
Sept. 7 - Andy Freund's Aufruf  
Sept. 14 - Aspiring Member Shabbaton 
Sept. 14 - Perek on the Lawn, email 
Larry at  lardavbern@gmail.com to host. 
Sept. 15 - Apple Picking 
Sept. 28 - Seudat Shilishit is sponsored 
by the Agress family on the Yahrzeit of  
Amy’s father Ha'Rav Yisroel Yehuda Ben 
Ephraim Michal Ha'Levi Pruzanskyז”ל. 
Oct. 12 - Youth Taking Over, Sharsheret 
Pink Sudeah Shlishit, sponsored by Kira 
& Andrew Wigod 
Oct. 15 - Kiddush is sponsored by the 
Winchester family on the Yarhtzeit of  
Steve’s mother, Helen Winchester, 
Miriam Hendl bas Shimonע”ה 
Nov. 10 - Coat Drive 
Nov. 16 - David Kor’s Aufruf  
Dec. 7 - Yehuda Farajun Bar Mitzvah 
Feb. 1 - Brett Spier Aufruf  
Feb. 8 - Eden Riskin Bat Mitzvah 
Feb. 22 - Yachad Shabbaton 

Community Events
Aug. 15 – Yankees vs. Indians. $35 

one ticket, $65 for two. Pre-game BBQ 
and transportation available. Shomrei 
Torah event. For info or tickets email 
Mendy at tuesdaystorah@yahoo.com.

Points To Ponder 
(Answers on Page 4) 

1st - In this aliyah we read a passuk beginning with 
the word "eichah" to the trup of  eichah. What is that 
passuk talking about? Does it have anything to do with 
the content of  eichah? 

3rd - Shabbat Table Discussion: Why does Moshe 
choose the story of  the spies (one of  many mistakes 
the generation that left Egypt made) to introduce his 
speech (i.e. almost all of  Deuteronomy) to the 
generation that will enter the land of  Israel? 

5th - What does Moshe tell the people about their 38 
years in the desert? 

7th - What part of  the Reuven and Gad story does 
Moshe notably leave out? Why?

HALACHOT WHEN TISHA B’AV IS ON MOTZEI SHABBAT 
Although Shabbat is the Ninth of Av, the fast and its observances 

are moved to Saturday night and Sunday. One may conduct themselves 
as on a normal Shabbat, all meals are eaten, including Seudah Shlishit. 
No  preparations  for  the  fast  may  be  made  [i.e.,  changing  shoes, 
bringing  kinnot  books to  shul]  until  Shabbat  is  completely  over.  Fast 
begins at sunset (8:02 PM), even though Shabbat will not yet be.

Havdalah is not recited over wine on Saturday night, and the 
Bracha over Besamim is not recited. When Shabbat ends you must recite 
"Baruch Hamavdil Bein Kodesh Lechol" before driving to Shul,  doing 
any work, or changing for Tisha B’Av. We will recite the Bracha over the 
candle  in  Shul.  If  you  cannot  make  it  to  Shul,  please  recite  the 
Bracha "Borei Meorei HaEish" as you would during Havdalah.

Sunday night, before breaking your fast, recite  Havdalah over 
wine/grape juice as usual.  Brachot over Besamim and candle are not 
recited. While the restrictions of the 9 Days usually extend until midday 
of  the  day  after  Tisha  B'Av,  because  Tisha  B'Av  is  delayed  this  year 
restrictions to shower, shave and do laundry end immediately after the 
fast. However, the restriction on meat and wine [other than Havdalah] 
remains for the night.

For  those  who  must  eat  on  Tisha  B’Av,  recite  Havdalah 
beforehand (preferably over a drink other than wine/grape juice such as 
fruit juice, beer, or sweetened tea). Brachot over Besamim and candle are 
not recited.
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SUPPORT YOUR SHUL

Donate a Sefer, etc. 
The shul has Siddurim & Machzorim ($36) 
and Chumashim ($54) available to be 
donated.  Please contact Jeff  Safier at 
robynsafier@gmail.com for details. 

Yahrzeit Plaques 
Memorialize a loved one with a plaque for 
$300 (for members,  or $450 for non-
members). We will endeavor to send you  
written notice of  an upcoming yahrzeit, 
mention his or her name during the public 
Yizkor and list the yahrzeit in the bulletin 
once a year. For more information, email 
Larry at lardavbern@gmail.com.  

Men’s Club 
Please contact Elliot Greene at 
MensClub@AhavatAchim.Org to join the 
Men’s Club. 

Scrip
Scrip is available from Men’s Club. Email 
David at dmgarfunkel@gmail.com. Pay 
using Paypal (treasurer@ahavatachim.org) 
or use Discover, MasterCard or Visa - email 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org for details. 

Mishebayrach
Contributions to the shul after a 
Mishebayrach can be via Paypal to 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org, or via 
MasterCard, Visa or Discover by sending 
info to Steve Winchester (contact him at 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org).  If  b y check 
indicate on its face “Aliyah Donation.” 

Honoraria 
The available Honoraria list will be 
provided upon request by contacting Steven 
Plotnick at  seplotnick@gmail.com. 

David Schwitzerע”ה Social Hall
Please contact Lori Garfunkel at 
garfmom@gmail.com to book the David 
Schwitzerע”ה Social Hall for an event or 
special occasion. $250 per simcha 
(members)/$325 for Associates/$400 paid 
in advance for non-members, plus the cost 
of  any additional clean up (plus a $150 
security/cleaning deposit refunded when 
the social hall is returned in the condition it 
started in). Private caterers must be 
approved in advance by the Rabbi. 

Mitzvah Cards
Want mitzvah cards, contact Eita Latkin at 
791-8940 or parentsof3@aol.com. Cost is 
$3 per card. Also can be ordered in bulk - 
ten cards for $25, which you send out 
yourself  privately. 
 

SUPPORT YOUR SHUL
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TISHA B’AV

We are prohibited to eat and drink, to wash ourselves (even in cold water), to apply oils to ourselves for pleasurable purposes, to have 
marital relations, and to wear leather shoes. Anyone who eats or drinks on Tisha B'Av will not participate in the rejoicing over the 
rebuilt Jerusalem. And all who mourn for Jerusalem will earn the right to take part in the rejoicing over the rebuilt Jerusalem. Even 
women who are pregnant or nursing, or people of weak constitution, for whom fasting is very difficult must fast on Tisha B'Av (this 
does not apply to someone who is truly ill), for the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash is worth suffering for at least one day a year.

At Maariv we remove the curtain from the Aron HaKodesh, dim the lights, and sit on the floor or on a low stool. We do not sit on 
regular chairs or benches until after midday on Sunday [1:01 PM]. We have a public recitation of Eichah, followed by several Kinot on 
the night of Tisha B'Av.

Sunday, on awakening, we wash our fingers only until the knuckles (as one is drying his fingers while still moist he may rub them 
across his eyes to remove the sediment). We do not wear our Tallit or Tefillin until midday, but do wear Tallit Koton without making a 
Bracha over it. At Shacharit three Aliyahs from Parshat Vaeschanan (Deut. 4:25-40) "כי תוליד בנים"; The Haftorah is read in the melody 
of Eichah from Jeremiah 8:13-9:23: "אסוף אסיפם". We say the lengthy collection of Kinot until their completion.

At Mincha we put on Tallit and Tefillin, making the appropriate Brachot. From the Sefer Torah we have three Aliyahs in "ויחל"; the 
third Aliyah is the Maftir. The Haftorah is "דרשו" Isaiah 55:6–56:8 (until "אקבץ עליו לנקבציו"). In Shemonah Esrei include "נחם" in "בונה 
 omitting the ending "ותחזינה עינינו" he may say it before "בונה ירושלים" in "נחם" If one forgot ."שומע תפלה" in "עננו" and ירושלים
blessing "ברוך מנחם ציון", concluding only with "ותחזינה". The essence of a Fast Day is Teshuva - Repentance. This is particularly so for 
those sins that were responsible for the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash, and yet, which we remain guilty of today, such as:  1) 
profaning Shabbat, 2) not providing for the Torah education of one’s small children, 3) not recite the Shema morning and night, 4) 
showing contempt for Torah scholars,  5)  unwarranted hatred for each other,  and 6) hardening their  hearts to any fear of  Divine 
retribution (see Gittin 55b).

Keep in mind that the major reason for the destruction of the Holy Temples was senseless hatred and Lashon Harah. 
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MISCELLANEOUS

Ahavat Achim Membership/
Hospitality
Contact Arnie at aspier@verizon.net for 
membership details. For Shabbat hospitality 
contact Sara at saraG51@yahoo.com. 

Bikkur Cholim/Chesed Committee 
If  someone needs a visit/assistance, contact 
Sara at saralevine06@gmail.com or Mary Lisa 
at kenkatter541@gmail.com. 

Personal Announcements
Various life cycle events related to members 
are announced in the bulletin (e.g., births, bar 
and bat mitzvahs, weddings and deaths, as 
well as travel to/from Israel to study). We also 
welcome new members. Other personal 
announcements are not appropriate except as 
part of  the bulletin’s dedication (a $36 cost - 
$54 with photo). 

Numbers & Info
ERUV – To subscribe for updates, email 

fairlawneruv@groups.io. Check status at 
https://groups.io/g/fairlawneruv or call 
201-254-9190. 
MIKVAH – 201-796-0350.  At Shomrei Torah, 

9 PM–10:30 PM, Motzei Shabbat from 1¼ 
hours after Shabbat ends for 1½ hours. Kaylim 
Mikvah: Sun. 10 AM-3 PM 
TWITTER: AhavatAchimFL 
FACEBOOK: facebook.com/groups/

ahavat.achim/ 
INSTAGRAM: instagram.com/

ahavatachimfl/?hl=en  
FLICKR: flickr.com/photos/ahavatachim/

albums  

Shul Calendar
To add events to the shul calendar 

email Larry at lardavbern@gmail.com.
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Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission 
of  the Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.

Answers to Points To Ponder 
(From Page 2) 

1st- The passuk presents Moshe's frustrated plea to Hashem, decrying the 
Jewish people's incessant arguing and his inability to handle it alone.  
5th - That Hashem "confounded" the camp until everyone died (v.15). Rashi 

explains that this means that towards the end of  the 38 years, Hashem caused 
the remainder of  the previous generation to pass away before their time, such 
that this new generation could fulfill their destiny and enter the land of  Israel. 
7th - The back and forth where they don't mention going to fight and 

Moshe has to demand it of  them.

You can help Ahavat Achim's finances and it won't cost 
you a cent! Just make your regular Amazon purchases at 
https://smile.amazon.com/. After a one-time set up 
designating Congregation Ahavat Achim of  Fair Lawn 
as your preferred charity, nothing more to do except 
make your regular Amazon purchases.   
	 •	 Amazon will donate 0.5% of  the price of  

your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Ahavat Achim. 
	 •	 Amazon Smile is the same Amazon you know. Same 
products, same prices, same service.

TU B’AV 

Tu B'Av was a joyous holiday in the days of the Beit Hamikdash marking the 
beginning of  the  grape harvest.  Yom Kippur marked the end of  the  grape 
harvest. On both days the unmarried girls of Jerusalem would dress in white 
garments and go out to dance in the vineyards, and there were no holy days as 
happy for the Jews as Tu B'Av and Yom Kippur [Ta’anit 30b-31a.] The holiday 
also celebrated the wood-offering brought in the Temple [Nechemiah 10:35]. 
Other reasons for celebrating on Tu B'Av :
• While  the  Jews  wandered  in  the  desert  for  forty  years,  female  orphans 

without brothers could only marry within their tribe, to prevent their father's 
inherited land from passing to other tribes. On 15 Av of the 40th year the ban 
was lifted.

• That same year, the last generation forbidden to enter Israel died out.
• The Tribe of Benjamin was allowed to intermarry with the other tribes after 

the incident of the Concubine of Gibeah (see Judges 19-21).
• Cutting wood for the Beit Hamikdash’s main altar was completed for the 

year.
• Roman  occupiers  permitted  burial  of  the  massacre  victims  at  Bethar. 

Miraculously, the bodies had not decomposed even after over a year.

Sisterhood Annual Coat Drive, for Center For Hope and 
Safety, will be Sunday, November 10 (Mitzvah Day in 
Bergen County), 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM, 36-02 Hale Pl., Fair 
Lawn. Gently worn, not torn, outer garments for all ages. 

For more info, contact Audrey at bickelar@aol.com.

https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:aspier@verizon.net
mailto:saraG51@yahoo.com
mailto:saralevine06@gmail.com
mailto:kenkatter541@gmail.com
mailto:fairlawneruv@groups.io
https://groups.io/g/fairlawneruv
http://facebook.com/groups/ahavat.achim/
http://facebook.com/groups/ahavat.achim/
http://instagram.com/ahavatachimfl/?hl=en
http://instagram.com/ahavatachimfl/?hl=en
http://instagram.com/ahavatachimfl/?hl=en
http://flickr.com/photos/ahavatachim/albums
http://flickr.com/photos/ahavatachim/albums
mailto:lardavbern@gmail.com
mailto:aspier@verizon.net
mailto:saraG51@yahoo.com
mailto:saralevine06@gmail.com
mailto:kenkatter541@gmail.com
mailto:fairlawneruv@groups.io
https://groups.io/g/fairlawneruv
http://facebook.com/groups/ahavat.achim/
http://facebook.com/groups/ahavat.achim/
http://instagram.com/ahavatachimfl/?hl=en
http://instagram.com/ahavatachimfl/?hl=en
http://instagram.com/ahavatachimfl/?hl=en
http://flickr.com/photos/ahavatachim/albums
http://flickr.com/photos/ahavatachim/albums
mailto:lardavbern@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/


Please e-mail Jordana Cohen to RSVP or with any  
questions at bickel.jordana@gmail.com 

Sunday, September 15 @ 10:30 AM  

A family fun day of apple picking,  
petting zoo & hayride 

Demarest Farms 
244 Wierimus Rd, Hillsdale, NJ  

Meet at the farm  
playground (make a right  

once you enter) 
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             דברים תשע"ט
Devarim 5779

Imagine the following scenario. You are 119 years and 11 months old. The end of your life is in 
sight. Your hopes have received devastating blows. You have been told by God that you will not enter 
the land to which you have been leading your people for forty years. You have been repeatedly criticised 
by the people you have led. Your sister and brother, with whom you shared the burdens of leadership, 
have predeceased you. And you know that neither of your children, Gershom and Eliezer, will succeed 
you. Your life seems to be coming to a tragic end, your destination unreached, your aspirations 
unfulfilled. What do you do?  

We can imagine a range of responses. You could sink into sadness, reflecting on the might-have-
beens had the past taken a different direction. You could continue to plead with God to change His 
mind and let you cross the Jordan. You could retreat into memories of the good times: when the people 
sang a song at the Red Sea, when they gave their assent to the covenant at Sinai, when they built the 
Tabernacle. These would be the normal human reactions. Moses did none of these things – and what 
he did instead helped change the course of Jewish history.  

For a month Moses convened the people on the far side of the Jordan and addressed them. 
Those addresses form the substance of the book of Deuteronomy. They are extraordinarily wide-
ranging, covering a history of the past, a set of prophecies and warnings about the future, laws, 
narratives, a song, and a set of blessings. Together they constitute the most comprehensive, profound 
vision of what it is to be a holy people, dedicated to God, constructing a society that would stand as a 
role model for humanity in how to combine freedom and order, justice and compassion, individual 
dignity and collective responsibility.  

�
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   COVENANT & CONVERSATION: FAMILY EDITION 
Covenant & Conversation: Family Edition is a new and exciting accompaniment to Rabbi Sacks’ weekly Covenant & Conversation essay, aimed at connecting older 
children and teenagers with his ideas and thoughts on the parsha. To download the accompanying Family Edition to this Covenant & Conversation essay, please 

visit www.RabbiSacks.org/CCFamilyEdition or subscribe toRabbi Sacks’ free mailing list via www.RabbiSacks.org/Subscribe.

The Teacher as Hero 



Over and above what Moses said in the last month of his life, though, is what Moses did. He 
changed careers. He shifted his relationship with the people. No longer Moses the liberator, the 
lawgiver, the worker of miracles, the intermediary between the Israelites and God, he became the figure 
known to Jewish memory: Moshe Rabbeinu, “Moses, our teacher.” That is how Deuteronomy begins – 
“Moses began to expound this Law” (Deut. 1:5) – using a verb, be’er, that we have not encountered in 
this sense in the Torah and which appears only one more time towards the end of the book: “And you 
shall write very clearly [ba’er hetev] all the words of this law on these stones” (27:8). He wanted to 
explain, expound, make clear. He wanted the people to understand that Judaism is not a religion of 
mysteries intelligible only to the few. It is – as he would say in his very last speech – an “inheritance of 
the [entire] congregation of Jacob” (33:4).  

Moses became, in the last month of his life, the master educator. In these addresses, he does 
more than tell the people what the law is. He explains to them why the law is. There is nothing 
arbitrary about it. The law is as it is because of the people’s experience of slavery and persecution in 
Egypt, which was their tutorial in why we need freedom and law-governed liberty. Time and again he 
says: You shall do this because you were once slaves in Egypt. They must remember and never forget – 
two verbs that appear repeatedly in the book – where they came from and what it felt like to be exiled, 
persecuted, and powerless. In Lin-Manuel Miranda’s musical Hamilton, George Washington tells the 
young, hot-headed Alexander Hamilton: “Dying is easy, young man; living is harder.” In Deuteronomy, 
Moses keeps telling the Israelites, in effect: Slavery is easy; freedom is harder.  

Throughout Deuteronomy, Moses reaches a new level of authority and wisdom. For the first time 
we hear him speak extensively in his own voice, rather than merely as the transmitter of God’s words to 
him. His grasp of vision and detail is faultless. He wants the people to understand that the laws God 
has commanded them are for their good, not just God’s.  

All ancient peoples had gods. All ancient peoples had laws. 
But their laws were not from a god; they were from the king, 
pharaoh, or ruler – as in the famous law code of Hammurabi. The gods of the ancient world were seen 
as a source of power, not justice. Laws were man-made rules for the maintenance of social order. The 
Israelites were different. Their laws were not made by their kings – monarchy in ancient Israel was 
unique in endowing the king with no legislative powers. Their laws came directly from God Himself, 
creator of the universe and liberator of His people. Hence Moses’ ringing declaration: “Observe [these 
laws] carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about 
all these decrees and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people’” (Deut. 4:6).  

At this defining moment of his life, Moses understood that, though he would not be physically 
with the people when they entered the Promised Land, he could still be with them intellectually and 
emotionally if he gave them the teachings to take with them into the future. Moses became the pioneer 
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of perhaps the single greatest contribution of Judaism to the concept of leadership: the idea of the 
teacher as hero.  

Heroes are people who demonstrate courage in the field of battle. What Moses knew was that the 
most important battles are not military. They are spiritual, moral, cultural. A military victory shifts the 
pieces on the chessboard of history. A spiritual victory changes lives. A military victory is almost always 
short-lived. Either the enemy attacks again or a new and more dangerous opponent appears. But 
spiritual victories can – if their lesson is not forgotten – last forever. Even quite ordinary people, 
Yiftah, for example (Book of Judges, Chapters 11–12), or Samson (Chapters 13–16), can be military 
heroes. But those who teach people to see, feel, and act differently, who enlarge the moral horizons of 
humankind, are rare indeed. Of these, Moses was the greatest.  

Not only does he become the teacher in Deuteronomy. In words engraved on Jewish hearts ever 
since, he tells the entire people that they must become a nation of educators:  

Make known to your children and your children’s children, how you once stood before the Lord 
your God at Horeb. (Deut. 4:9–10)  

In the future, when your child asks you, “What is the meaning of the testimonies, decrees, and laws 
that the Lord our God has commanded you?” tell them, “We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, but 
the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand.…” (Deut. 6:20–21)  

Teach [these words] to your children, speaking of them when you sit at home and when you travel 
on the way, when you lie down and when you rise. (Deut. 11:19)  

Indeed, the last two commands Moses ever gave the Israelites were explicitly educational in 
nature: to gather the entire people together in the seventh year to hear the Torah being read, to remind 
them of their covenant with God (Deut. 31:12–13), and, “Write down for yourselves this song and teach 
it to the people of Israel” (31:19), understood as the command that each person must write for himself a 
scroll of the law.  

In Deuteronomy, a new word enters the biblical vocabulary: the verb l-m-d, meaning to learn or 
teach. The verb does not appear even once in Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, or Numbers. In Deuteronomy 
it appears seventeen times.  

There was nothing like this concern for 
universal education elsewhere in the ancient 
world. Jews became the people whose heroes 
were teachers, whose citadels were schools, and whose passion was study and the life of the mind.  
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Moses’ end-of-life transformation is one of the most inspiring in all of religious history. In that 
one act, he liberated his career from tragedy. He became a leader not for his time only but for all time. 
His body did not accompany his people as they entered the land, but his teachings did. His sons did not 
succeed him, but his disciples did. He may have felt that he had not changed his people in his lifetime, 
but in the full perspective of history, he changed them more than any leader has ever changed any 
people, turning them into the people of the book and the nation who built not ziggurats or pyramids 
but schools and houses of study.  

The poet Shelley famously said, “Poets are the unacknowledged legislators of the world.”  In 1

truth, though, it is not poets but teachers who shape society, handing on the legacy of the past to those 
who build the future. That insight sustained Judaism for longer than any other civilisation, and it 
began with Moses in the last month of his life. 

 
Shabbat Shalom 

 Percy Bysshe Shelley, “A Defence of Poetry,” in The Selected Poetry and Prose of Shelley, ed. Harold Bloom (Toronto: New 1

American Library, 1996), 448.
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