בס”ד

נא לא לדבר בשעת התפילה
PLEASE NO CONVERSATION DURING SERVICES
WEEKDAY DAVENING INFORMATION

שבת פרשת חקת
SHABBAT PARSHAT CHUKAT
10 TAMUZ/JUNE 23
Haftorah is Judges 11:1‑33. Pirkei Avot
Chapter 5. Final time for Kiddush Levanah of
Tamuz is all Wednesday night, June 27 (15
Tamuz) until 4:15 AM the following morning.
FRIDAY NIGHT
EARLIEST CANDLES - 6:57 PM
MINCHA - 7:05 PM
CANDLE LIGHTING - 8:14 PM
TZAIT - 9:17 PM
SATURDAY
CHUMASH SHIUR - 8:00 AM
HASHKAMA - 8:20 AM
SHACHARIT MAIN - 9:00 AM
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:12 AM
GEMARA SHIUR - 7:00 PM
MINCHA - 8:00 PM
MAARIV/HAVDALAH - 9:17 PM

Sunday
(6/24)

Monday
(6/25)

Tuesday
(6/26)

Wednesday Thursday
(6/27)
(6/28)

Friday
(6/29)

Earliest Talit

4:13 AM

4:13 AM

4:14 AM

4:14 AM

4:15 AM

4:15 AM

Shacharit

8:15 AM

6:15 AM

6:25 AM

6:25 AM

6:15 AM

6:25 AM

Gedolah

1:37 PM

1:37 PM

1:37 PM

1:37 PM

1:37 PM

1:37 PM

Mincha - Maariv

8:15 PM

8:15 PM

8:15 PM

8:15 PM

8:15 PM

7:05 PM

Shkia

8:32 PM

8:32 PM

8:32 PM

8:32 PM

8:32 PM

Tzait

9:17 PM

9:17 PM

9:17 PM

9:17 PM

9:17 PM

Mazel Tov to Shelly & Steve Winchester on Elana’s
marriage to Dan Miller.
יעלה הזיווג יפה ויבנו בית נאמן בישראל
May the beautiful couple be elevated in the building of a
faithful house of Israel.

We regret to inform you of the passing of Lea ע”הbat Batya,
beloved mother of Ziv Farajun.
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

—————
CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909
201-797-0502
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG
BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN
ANNOUNCEMENT (BY 7:00 PM
WEDNESDAY) OR DEDICATE A
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO),

Join Us for a musical Kabbalat Shabbat
this Friday. Services led by Rabbi
Shestack and featuring your voice in
harmony.

Rabbi Ely Shestack

President Aryeh Brenenson
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Kiddush Information
If you are around when the Rabbi
says “”על המחיה, your assistance in
clean up would be appreciated.
Kiddush setup for this Shabbat:
Greene, Katter, Smith
Kiddush setup for next Shabbat:
Rein, Sokoloff, Wigod
To sponsor a Kiddush
($1000/$613/$318 plus scotch) send
an email to gplotnick@aol.com.

Adult Education

Youth groups are still on,
led by Mikey Finkelstein!
Kids, please attend!

Perek on the Lawn
June 30 - Salazars’, 13-66
Comerford Pl., 6:15 PM
July 14
Aug. 4 - Garfunkels’,
12-56 Lyle Ter.
Aug. 25
Volunteer to host by emailing Larry at
lardavbern@gmail.com.

CHUMASH CLASS - Shabbat
morning before Shacharit.
GEMARA SHIUR - One hour
before Mincha, through the first
Shabbat in November.
DAYTIME TORAH VOYAGES Thursdays at 2:00 PM.
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH
THOUGHT - After Kiddush.
PEREK ON THE LAWN, Pirkei
18-25 Saddle River Road, Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410
Avot Periodic Shiur.
www.ahavatachim.org Ely Shestack, Rabbi

בס״ד

June 6, 2018

Notice of General Meeting
The annual General Membership meeting will be held on June 27, 2018 at 8:45 PM. The
agenda for the General Meeting is as follows:
1.
2.
3.

Ahavat Achim Future Events

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה
Youth Program

Proposed budget for next fiscal year (7/1/18 - 6/30/19) including the current year
(7/1/17-6/30/18) projected actual financial statements and expenditures
Proposed capital expenditure of up to $25,000 for a central air conditioning system for
the Rabbi’s house
Proposed slate of Officers and Trustees

June 27 - General Membership Meeting
at 8:45 PM.
June 30 - Kiddush luncheon in honor of
marriages of Marleny (Rivkah) & Alex
( Moshe Alexander ) Salazar and Grace
(Hadassa) & Rene (Nechemia) Carrion
Jul. 1 - Shiur between Mincha & Maariv
in memory of Cheryl Wigodע”ה
Aug. 11 - Suedah Shlishit sponsored in
honor of a Siyum on Mesechet Zevachim
Aug. 12 - Torah dedication in memory
of Nate’s mother, Malka Schwitzerע”ה.

Community Events
June 20 – Special Shiur, to be given by
Rav Yonason Sacks Shlita, Rosh
HaYeshiva, Beis Medrash L’Talmud at
Landers College Rav. Agudas Yisroel
Bircas Yaakov. YIFL, Wednesday, 9:00
PM. For more info, email
teitelbaum.jonathan@gmail.com.
June 24 – Women’s Event, featuring
Devora Farell of “This Organized”.
YIFL, Sunday morning, 10:00 to 11:30
AM. Cost is $18. For more info or to
register, click here: Women’s Event.
Opening, September 2018 – Infant/
Toddler Room, at the Leah Sokoloff
Nursery School at Shomrei Torah.
Tuition discounts available for early
registration. For more information,
email lsnspreschool@gmail.com or call
the school office at 201-791-6744.

Officers:

Points To Ponder

President: Aryeh Brenenson

(2nd aliyah) This aliyah contains two chapters. What
happens between chapter 19 and chapter 20?
(3rd aliyah) Bonus: Track Moshe and Aharon throughout
this aliyah. Who commits what sins?
(5th) What aspect of mourning is established based on
this aliyah? Who observes this period of mourning?
(7th) Based on what Hashem says to Moshe in the last 3
verses of the parsha, what must Moshe have been feeling
about the battle with og?

Vice President: Ben Lang
Treasurer: Steven Winchester
Financial Secretary: Lori Garfunkel
Recording Secretary: Amy Agress
Corresponding Secretary: Larry Bernstein
Gabbai: Marty Sonnenblick
New Trustees:
Michelle Dubin
Yitz Finkelstein

As provided in the Constitution, those physically unable to attend the meeting(s) may be allowed
to vote by proxy in the discretion of the President. Absentee ballots shall be permitted only for
those members who notify the President in writing, at least seven (7) days prior to the meeting
that they will be unable to attend the meeting in person: 1) because they will be outside of the
New York Metropolitan area; or 2) due to an unavoidable work-related conflict.
Aryeh Brenenson
President

Answers to Points To Ponder

Gloria Lewissohn

(2nd) The Torah jumps forward 38 years, from the 2nd
year in the wilderness to the 40th.
(5th) Shloshim, 30 days of mourning - the period of
mourning after which only children of the deceased
continue to mourn.
(7th) Fear. Hashem tells Moshe not to be afraid.

Margo Heda

Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission
of the Office of Rabbi Sacks) in memory of her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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The Consolations of Mortality
Chukat 2018 / 5778
Chukat is about mortality. In it we read of the death of two of Israel’s three great leaders in the
wilderness, Miriam and Aaron, and the sentence of death decreed against Moses, the greatest of them
all. These were devastating losses.
To counter that sense of loss and bereavement, the Torah employs one of Judaism’s great
principles: The Holy One, blessed be He, creates the remedy before the disease.1 Before any of the
deaths are mentioned we read about the strange ritual of the red heifer, which purified people who had
been in contact with death – the archetypal source of impurity. That ritual, often deemed
incomprehensible, is in fact deeply symbolic.
It involves taking the most striking emblem of life – a heifer that is pure red, the colour of blood
which is the source of life, and that has never been made to endure the burden of a yoke – and reducing
it to ash. That is mortality, the fate of all that lives. We are, said Abraham, “mere dust and ashes” (Gen.
18:27). “Dust you are,” said God to Adam, “and to dust you shall return” (Gen. 3:19). But the dust is
dissolved into “living water,” and from water comes new life.
Water is constantly changing. We never step into the same river twice, said Heraclitus. Yet the
river maintains its course between the banks. The water changes but the river remains. So we as
physical beings may one day be reduced to dust. But there are two consolations.
The first is that we are not just physical beings. God made the first human “from the dust of the
earth” but He breathed into him the breath of life. We may be mortal but there is within us something
2

1

Megillah 13b; Midrash Sechel Tov, Shemot 3:1.

2

Or as we might put it today: from the same source of life, written in the same genetic code, as everything else that lives.
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that is immortal. “The dust returns to the earth as it was but the spirit returns to God who gave
it” (Ecclesiastes 12:7).
The second is that, even down here on earth, something of us lives on, as it did for Aaron in the
form of his sons who carry the name of the priesthood to this day, as it did for Moses in the form of his
disciples who studied and lived by his words as they do to this day, and as it did for Miriam in the lives
of all those women who, by their courage, taught men the true meaning of faith.3 For good or bad, our
lives have an impact on other lives, and the ripples of our deeds spread ever outward across space and
time. We are part of the undying river of life.
So we may be mortal, but that does not reduce our life to insignificance, as Tolstoy once thought
it did, for we are part of something larger than ourselves, characters in a story that began early in the
history of civilisation and that will last as long as humankind.
4

“We may be mortal,
but that does not reduce
our life to insignificance.”

It is in this context that we should understand one of the
most troubling episodes in the Torah, Moses’ angry outburst when
the people called for water, for which he and Aaron were condemned to die in the wilderness without
ever crossing into the Promised Land. (Num 20:1-13). I have written about this passage many times
elsewhere, and I do not want to focus on the details here. I want simply to note why the story of Moses
hitting the rock appears here, in parshat Chukat, whose overarching theme is our existence as physical
beings in a physical world, with its two potentially tragic consequences.

First, we are an unstable mix of reason and passion, reflection and emotion, so that sometimes
grief and exhaustion can lead even the greatest to make mistakes, as it did in the case of Moses and
Aaron after the death of their sister. Second, we are physical, therefore mortal. Therefore, for all of us,
there are rivers we will not cross, promised lands we will not enter, futures we helped shape but will not
live to see.
The Torah is sketching out the contours of a truly remarkable idea. Despite these two facets of
our humanity – that we make mistakes and that we die – human existence is not tragic. Moses and
Aaron made mistakes, but that did not stop them being among the greatest leaders who ever lived,
whose impact is still palpable today in the prophetic and priestly dimensions of Jewish life. And the fact
that Moses did not live to see his people cross the Jordan did not diminish his eternal legacy as the man
who turned a nation of slaves into a free people, bringing them to the very brink of the Promised Land.
I wonder if any other culture, creed or civilisation has done greater justice to the human
condition than Judaism, with its insistence that we are human, not gods, and that we are, nonetheless,
God’s partners in the work of creation and the fulfilment of the covenant.

3

See the essay on ‘Women and the Exodus,’ in The Rabbi Sacks Haggadah, 117-121.

4

See Tolstoy’s parable of the traveller hiding in a well, in his Confessions; and his short story, ‘The Death of Ivan Ilyich.’ See also
Ernest Becker, The Denial of Death, Free Press, 1973.
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Almost every other culture has blurred the line between God and human beings. In the ancient
world, rulers were usually thought of as gods, demigods, or chief intermediaries with the gods.
Christianity and Islam know of infallible human beings, the son of God or the prophet of God. Modern
atheists, by contrast, have tended to echo Nietzsche’s question that, to justify our dethronement of God,
“Must we ourselves not become gods simply to appear worthy of it?”5
In 1967, when I was just beginning my university studies, I listened to the BBC Reith Lectures,
given that year by Edmond Leach, professor of anthropology at Cambridge, with their opening
sentences, “Men have become like gods. Isn’t it about time that we understood our divinity?”6 I recall
that as soon as I heard those words, I sensed that something was going wrong in Western civilisation.
We are not gods, and bad things happened when people thought they were.
Meanwhile, paradoxically, the greater our powers, the lower our estimate of the human person.
In his novel Zadig, Voltaire described humans as “insects devouring one another on a little atom of
mud.” The late Stephen Hawking stated that “the human race is just a chemical scum on a moderate
size planet, orbiting round a very average star in the outer suburb of one among a billion galaxies.” The
philosopher John Gray declared that “human life has no more meaning than that of slime mould.”7 In
his Homo Deus, Yuval Harari reaches the conclusion that, “Looking back, humanity will turn out to be
just a ripple within the cosmic data flow.”8
These are the two options the Torah rejects: too high or too low an estimate of humankind. On
the one hand, no man is a god. No one is infallible. There is no life without error and shortcoming. That
is why it was so important to note, in the parsha that deals with mortality, Moses’ sin. Likewise it was
important to say at the outset of his mission that he had no special charismatic endowments. He was
not a natural speaker who could sway crowds (Ex. 4:10). Equally the Torah emphasises at the end of his
life that “No one knows his burial place,” (Deut. 34:6) so that it could not become a place of pilgrimage.
Moses was human, all-too-human, yet he was the greatest
“Moses was human, all-tooprophet who ever lived (Deut. 34:10).

human, yet he was the greatest
prophet who ever lived.”

On the other hand the idea that we are mere dust
and nothing more – insects, scum, slime mould, a ripple in the cosmic data flow – must rank among the
most foolish ever formulated by intelligent minds. No insect ever became a Voltaire. No chemical scum
became a chemist. No ripple in the data flow wrote international bestsellers. Both errors – that we are
gods or we are insects – are dangerous. Taken seriously they can justify almost any crime against
humanity. Without a delicate balance between Divine eternity and human mortality, Divine forgiveness
and human error, we can wreak much destruction – and our power to do so grows by the year.
5

Nietzsche, The Gay Science, section 125.

6

Edmund Leach, A Runaway World?, Oxford University Press, 1968.

7

I owe these quotes to Raymond Tallis, ‘You chemical scum, you,’ in his Reflections of a Metaphysical Flaneur, Acumen, 2013.

8

Yuval Harari, Homo Deus, Harvill Secker, 2016, 395.
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Hence the life-changing idea of Chukat: we are dust of the earth but there is within us the breath
of God. We fail, but we can still achieve greatness. We die, but the best part of us lives on.
The Hasidic master R. Simcha Bunim of Peshischke said we should each have two pockets. In
one should be a note saying: “I am but dust and ashes.” In the other should be a note saying: “For my
sake was the world created.”9 Life lives in the tension between our physical smallness and our spiritual
greatness, the brevity of life and the eternity of the faith by which we live. Defeat, despair and a sense of
tragedy are always premature. Life is short, but
when we lift our eyes to heaven, we walk tall.

LIFE-CHANGING IDEA #35

Shabbat Shalom.

Life lives in the tension between our physical
smallness and our spiritual greatness.
Life is short, but when we lift our eyes to
heaven, we walk tall.

LIFE-CHANGING IDEAS IN SEFER BAMIDBAR
• BAMIDBAR: Remember your destination. This will help you to distinguish between an opportunity to be

seized and a temptation to be resisted.
• NASO: You are as important as you make other people feel.
• BEHA’ALOTECHA: We tend to become what our friends are. So choose friends who are what you aspire to be.
• SHELACH LECHA: Never let negative emotions distort your perceptions. To see the world as it is, not as you are

afraid it might be, let faith banish fear.
• KORACH: If you seek to learn, grow, pursue truth and find freedom, seek places that welcome argument and
respect dissenting views.
• CHUKAT: Life lives in the tension between our physical smallness and our spiritual greatness. Life is short, but
when we lift our eyes to heaven, we walk tall.

9

Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5.
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