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WEEKDAY DAVENING INFORMATION
Sunday  
(12/23)

Monday 
(12/24)

Tuesday 
(12/25)

Wednesday 
(12/26)

Thursday 
(12/27)

Friday  
(12/28)

Earliest Talit 6:16 AM 6:17 AM 6:17 AM 6:17 AM 6:18 AM 6:18 AM

Shacharit 8:15 AM 6:15 AM 8:15 AM 6:25 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM

Gedolah 12:19 PM 12:19 PM 12:20 PM 12:20 PM 12:21 PM 12:21 PM

Mincha - Maariv 4:15 PM 4:15 PM 4:20 PM

Shkia 4:32 PM 4:33 PM 4:34 PM 4:34 PM 4:35 PM

Tzait 5:17 PM 5:18 PM 5:19 PM 5:19 PM 5:20 PM

Maariv Only 8:20 PM 8:20 PM 8:20 PM

שבת פרשת ויחי
SHABBAT PARSHAT VAYECHI 

14 TEVET/DECEMBER 22
Haftorah  is  Kings  I  2:1-12.  Final  time  for 
Kiddish Levanah of Tevet if still necessary is 
this Shabbat, Friday night until 1:41 AM.

FRIDAY NIGHT
CANDLE LIGHTING - 4:13 PM 
MINCHA - 4:15 PM  
TZAIT - 5:16 PM 

SATURDAY
HASHKAMA - 8:15 AM
SHACHARIT MAIN - 9:00 AM 
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:37 AM 
MINCHA - 4:00 PM  
SHKIA - 4:32 PM
SHABBAT ENDS - 5:17 PM 

—————

CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD 
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909
201-797-0502 
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG

BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN 
ANNOUNCEMENT (BY 7:00 PM 
WEDNESDAY) OR DEDICATE A 
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO), 
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM

Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by Barry 
Weinraub & Steven Plotnick in honor of  
their Siyum on Mesechet Menachot.

Welcome to NCSY Friday 
Night Lights at Rabbi & Chana 
Shestack’s home. All teens are 
welcome.

http://www.ahavatachim.org
mailto:SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM
http://www.ahavatachim.org
mailto:SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM


 

Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission 
of  the Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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Kiddush 
Information

To sponsor a 
Kiddush ($1000/$613/$318, plus 
scotch) email Gail at 
gplotnick@aol.com. 
If  you are around when the Rabbi 

says “על המחיה”, your assistance in 
clean up would be appreciated. 

Adult Education  

GEMARA SHIUR - On Winter 
Hiatus. 
DAYTIME TORAH VOYAGES - 

Thursdays at 1:00 PM. 
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH 

THOUGHT - After Kiddush. 
PEREK ON THE LAWN, Pirkei 

Avot Periodic Shiur. 

Community Events
Check back next week. 

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה

Youth Program
Youth groups start at 

10:00 AM! 
Contact our Youth Director 

Aliza Kaplan to discuss our 
children’s youth 
programming at 
youthdirectoraliza@ahavatachim.org. 

Tot Shabbat
10:40 AM, with the 

Shabbat reading often 
featuring a surprise story teller. 

Stay & Play
Next get together will 

be in the spring, on 
April 6. See you then. 

Teen Hashkama
This Shabbat the 

Teen Haskama is back! 
Feb. 16 
Mar. 23 
May 11 
June 22 

Ahavat Achim Future Events
Feb. 1 - Friday night Oneg/NCSY 
Friday Night Lights 
Mar. 1 - Friday night Oneg 
Mar. 9 - Yachad/Yavneh Shabbaton 
May 11 - Suedah Shlishit sponsored by 
Kira & Andrew Wigod in honor of  
Mental Health Awareness Month 
June 8 - Suedah Shlishit sponsored by Eli 
Zezon in memory of  Shlomoע”ה Ben 
Eliyahu (שלמה בן אליהו - זזון נלב"ע ז סיון תשס”ד) 
June 22 - Suedah Shlishit sponsored by 
Eli Zezon in memory of  Baroch 
Mafzirע”ה  Ben Samuel (ברוך מפציר בן שמואל 
(- נלב"ע  כ"ד סיון תשנ”ט

Answers to Points To Ponder 
2nd - To be referred to as the descendants of Yaakov, and his father's Avraham and Yitzchak, and to be 

prosperous. 
5th - Yehuda and Yosef. 
6th - That the brothers don't trust him and think he wishes them harm.

Points To Ponder 
1st - Shabbat table discussion: Why does Yaakov start talking about Rachel when he's telling Yosef  about his 

double inference? Why didn't he recognize Ephraim and Menashe afterwards? 
2nd - The song Hamalach Hagoel comes from this aliyah, what are the two petitions in the verse/song? 
5th - Which two brothers have the longest blessings? Bonus: what's the difference between the two? 
6th - What does Yosef  get upset about after burying Yaakov?

Next Friday night, December 28, Shabbat Oneg at the 
Sonnenblick home, 6 Kershner Pl., at 7:30 PM. 
Rabbi’s topic: “‘Polarizing Topics for the Winter 
Solstice’: Halachic Questions From The Polar Region”

mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
mailto:youthdirectoraliza@ahavatachim.org
mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
mailto:youthdirectoraliza@ahavatachim.org


 1 in 3 U.S. families struggles with diaper need

Drop Off Diapers at Ahavat Achim  
18-25 Saddle River Rd, Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 

February 3-10, 2019 
Sunday, Feb 3 8-9 AM 

Sunday, Feb 10 2-4 PM  
Monday-Friday 6:15-7AM 
Monday-Thursday 7-9 PM 

Or e-mail diaperdrive@ahavatachim.org to arrange another time 
 

Community Diaper Drive

Benefiting families in need with 
Jewish Family & Children's Services of  

Northern NJ 

at  Congregation Ahavat Achim



Ahavat Achim Presents: 
 The Lizard Guys 

Photo Booth Coloring Raffle 

RSVP to diaperdrive@ahavatachim.org  
for the chance to win a raffle prize! 

Can't make it, but still want to donate?  
e-mail diaperdrive@ahavatachim.org 

Join us for a fun show with 
 lizards, snakes, turtles, frogs & bugs! 

Sunday, February 10, 2019 2-4 PM   
18-25 Saddle River Rd 
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 

Price for Admission: 
Bring a diaper donation to be distributed by  

Jewish Family & Children's Services of Northern NJ 



PLAY & STAY

Returning on Shabbos 
April 6, 2019 

PARENTS AND ME

 SHABBOS  
AFTERNOON 

Congregation Ahavat Achim

info: programmingaa@gmail.com

Kids 10 and  
Under are  
Welcome! 

COOL



 
 

 בס״ד
 

CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM’S 

ONEG SHABBAT LECTURE SERIES 
Will Continue on Friday, December 28th  

At the home of  

Betsy & Marty Sonnenblick 

6 Kershner Place 

At 7:30 PM 
 

Please join us for an enjoyable evening of  

learning with Rabbi Ely Shestack, friends, and 

refreshments. 
 

The Rabbi’s Topic Will Be: 

“Polarizing Topics for the Winter Solstice": 
Halachic Questions from the Polar Region 

 
 

                

The next Oneg of will be February 1st .  
If you are able to host that Oneg, 

Please call Lori at 791-1205 or email garfmom@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:garfmom@gmail.com
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  ויחי תשע"ט        
Vayechi 5779 

	 The scene that brings the book of Genesis to a close is intensely significant. Joseph’s brothers were 

terrified that, after the death of their father Jacob, Joseph would take revenge against them for selling him 
into slavery. Years before, he had told them that he forgave them: “Now, do not worry or feel guilty because 
you sold me. Look: God has sent me ahead of you to save lives” (Gen. 45:5). Evidently, though, they only 
half-believed him. 

Their fear was based on the fact that, as is clear from the earlier story of Esau, sons were 
not allowed to take revenge against their brothers in the lifetime of their father. Esau had said, 
“The days of mourning for my father will be here soon. I will then be able to kill my brother 
Jacob” (Gen. 27:41). That is what the brothers now feared: that Joseph had not really forgiven 
them but was simply waiting until Jacob died. 

That is why, after Jacob’s death, the brothers sent word to Joseph saying, “Your father left 
these instructions before he died: ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your 
brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the 
sins of the servants of the God of your father” (Gen. 50:16). 

 So Joseph had to tell them again that he forgave them:  

“Don’t be afraid,” said Joseph. “Am I in place of God? You intended to harm me but God 
intended it for good, to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many 
lives.” (Gen. 50:19–20) 

�
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                                           COVENANT & CONVERSATION: FAMILY EDITION 
Covenant & Conversation: Family Edition is a new and exciting accompaniment to Rabbi Sacks’ weekly Covenant & Conversation essay, aimed at connecting older 
children and teenagers with his ideas and thoughts on the parsha. To download the accompanying Family Edition to this Covenant & Conversation essay, please 

visit www.RabbiSacks.org/CCFamilyEdition or make sure you are subscribed toRabbi Sacks’ free mailing list via www.RabbiSacks.org/Subscribe.

The Future of the Past 



The episode is moving in itself, but it also resolves one of the central questions of the book 
of Genesis – sibling rivalry: Cain and Abel, Isaac and Ishmael, Jacob and Esau, Joseph and his 
brothers. Can brothers live peaceably with one another? This question is fundamental to the 
biblical drama of redemption, for if brothers cannot live 
together, how can nations? And if nations cannot live 
together, how can the human world survive? 

Only now, with the reconciliation of Joseph and 
his brothers, can the story move on to the birth of Israel as a nation, passing from slavery to 
freedom. 

 These words of Joseph, though, tell us something more. I have previously argued that the 
entire drama Joseph put the brothers through when they came to buy food in Egypt – accusing 
them of being spies, and so on – was to test whether they had done teshuvah. Did they realise the 
wrong they had done in selling Joseph and had they really changed as a result? At the height of 
the drama, as soon as Judah said he would stay as a slave so that his brother Benjamin could go 
free, Joseph revealed his true identity to them and forgave them. Judah, who had proposed 
selling Joseph as a slave, had completely changed. He had done teshuvah. He was now a different 
person. 

 Yet something more is revealed in this last conversation between Joseph and his brothers. 
It concerns the most paradoxical of all rabbinic statements about teshuvah. It was said by one of 
the great baalei teshuvah, penitents, of the Talmud:  the third-century sage known as Reish 
Lakish. Originally a highway robber, he was persuaded by Rabbi Yochanan to give up his lawless 
ways and join him in the house of study. Reish Lakish repented and became Rabbi Yochanan’s 
disciple and colleague (and also his brother-in-law: he married Yochanan’s sister). 

 Perhaps speaking from his own experience, he said: Great is repentance, because through 
it deliberate sins are accounted as though they were merits, as it is said, “When the wicked man 
turns from his wickedness and does what is lawful and right, he shall live thereby” (Ezekiel 
33:19).  This statement is almost unintelligible. How can we change the past? How can deliberate 1

sins be transformed into their opposite – into merits, good deeds? 

 The quotation from Ezekiel does not prove the point. If anything, it does the opposite. The 
prophet is speaking about a person who, having undergone teshuvah, now does good instead of 
evil – and it is because of his good deeds, not his earlier evil ones, that “he shall live.” The verse 
says that good deeds can overcome a previous history of wrongdoing. It does not say that they can 
turn bad into good, deliberate sins into merits. 

 Yoma 86b.1
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“If brothers cannot live together, 
how can nations? And if nations 

cannot live together, how can the 
human world survive?”



 Reish Lakish’s statement is intelligible only in the light of Joseph's words to his brothers 
after the death of their father: “You intended to harm me but God intended it for good.” The 
brothers had committed a deliberate sin by selling Joseph into slavery. They had then done 
teshuvah. The result, says Joseph, is that – through divine providence (“God intended it”) – their 
action is now reckoned “for good.” 

 Not only is this the source of Reish Lakish’s principle; it also enables us to understand 
what it means. Any act we perform has multiple consequences, some good, some bad. When we 
intend evil, the bad consequences are attributed to us because they are what we sought to achieve. 
The good consequences are not: they are mere unintended outcomes. 

 Thus, in the case of Joseph, many positive things happened once he had been brought to 
Egypt. Eventually he became second-in-command of Egypt, overseer of its economy, and the man 
who saved the country from ruin during the years of famine. None of these consequences could be 
attributed to his brothers, even though they would not have happened had the brothers not done 
as they did. The reason is that the brothers neither foresaw nor intended this set of outcomes. 
They meant to sell Joseph as a slave, and that is what they did. 

However, once the brothers had undergone complete repentance, their original intent was 
cancelled out. It was now possible to see the good, as well as the bad, consequences of their act – 
and to attribute the former to them. Paraphrasing Shakespeare’s Mark Antony, the good they did 
would live after them; the bad was interred with the past (Julius Caesar, act III, scene 2.). That is 
how, through repentance, deliberate sins can be accounted as merits, or as Joseph put it: “You 
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good.” This is a hugely significant idea, for it means 
that by a change of heart we can redeem the past. 

 This still sounds paradoxical. Surely time is asymmetrical. We 
can change the future but not the past. We can choose what is yet to be, 
but, in the words of the sages, “What has been, has been,”  and we cannot alter it. 2

 We now see, through Joseph’s and Reish Lakish’s words, a revolutionary idea. There are 
two concepts of the past. The first is what happened. That is something we cannot change. The 
second is the significance, the meaning, of what happened. That is something we can change. 

 The great truth about the role of time in our lives is that we live life forwards, but we 
understand it only looking back. Consider an autobiography. Reading the story of a life, we see 

 Pesachim 108a.2
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“Through repentance, 
deliberate sins can be 
accounted as merits.” 



how a deprived childhood led to the woman of iron ambition, or how the early loss of a parent 
drove the man who spent his later years pursuing fame in search of the love he had lost.  

It might have been otherwise. The deprived childhood or the loss of a parent might have 
led to a life dominated by a sense of defeat and inadequacy. What we become depends on our 
choices, and we are often free to choose this way or that. But what we become shapes the story of 
our life, and only in hindsight, looking back, do we see the past in context, as part of a tale whose 
end we now know. If life is like a narrative, then later events change the significance of earlier 
ones. That is what the story of Joseph and his brothers is telling us, according to Reish Lakish. 

 Joseph was saying to his brothers: by your repentance, you have written a new chapter in 
the story of which you are a part. The harm you intended to do me ultimately led to good. So long 
as you stayed the people prepared to sell a brother into slavery, none of that good could be 
attributed to you, but now you have transformed yourself through teshuvah, you have 
transformed the story of your life as well. By your change of heart you have earned the right to be 
included in a narrative whose ultimate outcome was benign. We cannot change the past, but we 
can change the story people tell about the past. But that only happens when we ourselves change. 

 We can only change the world if we can change ourselves. That is why the book of Genesis 
ends with the story of Joseph and his brothers. It tells on an individual level the story that the 
book of Exodus tells on a national level. Israel is charged with the task of transforming the moral 
vision of mankind, but it can only do so if individual Jews, of whom the forerunners were Jacob’s 
children, are capable of changing themselves.       

 Teshuvah is the ultimate assertion of freedom. Time then becomes an arena of change in 
which the future redeems the past and a new concept is born – the 
idea we call hope. 

Shabbat shalom 
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“We can only change the 
world if we can change 

ourselves.” 
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