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WEEKDAY DAVENING INFORMATION
Sunday  
(8/19)

Monday 
(8/20)

Tuesday 
(8/21)

Wednesday 
(8/22)

Thursday 
(8/23)

Friday  
(8/24)

Earliest Talit 5:09 AM 5:10 AM 5:11 AM 5:13 AM 5:14 AM 5:15 AM

Shacharit 8:15 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM 6:25 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM

Gedolah 1:34 PM 1:33 PM 1:33 PM 1:33 PM 1:32 PM 1:32 PM

Mincha - Maariv 7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:00 PM

Shkia 7:49 PM 7:48 PM 7:47 PM 7:45 PM 7:44 PM

Tzait 8:34 PM 8:33 PM 8:32 PM 8:30 PM 8:29 PM

שבת פרשת שופטים
SHABBAT PARSHAT SHOFTIM

7 ELUL/AUGUST 18
Haftorah is Isaiah 51:12-52:12 (אנכי אנכי). 
Pirkei Avot Chapter 6.

FRIDAY NIGHT
MINCHA - 7:00 PM 
CANDLE LIGHTING - 7:34 PM 
TZAIT - 8:37 PM 

SATURDAY
HASHKAMA - 8:20 AM
SHACHARIT MAIN - 9:00 AM 
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:34 AM 
GEMARA SHIUR - 6:20 
MINCHA - 7:20 PM 
SHKIA - 7:51 PM
SHABBAT ENDS - 8:36 PM 

—————

CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD 
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909
201-797-0502 
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG

BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN 
ANNOUNCEMENT (BY 7:00 PM 
WEDNESDAY) OR DEDICATE A 
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO), 
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM

—————

SHIUR FOR WOMEN 
On Sept. 4, Rebetzin Chana Shestack will be 
giving a shiur entitled Love in the Time of 
Nach: Exploring Relationships in 
Neviim and Ketuvim, to take place at the 
Shestack residence, 18-19 Saddle River Rd., 
Tuesday night, 8:15 – 9:15 PM.

Walk, meet, greet, say a bracha and eat at the Baruch Crawl, this Shabbat, beginning 
at the Wigod home, 15-26 Landzettel Way, at 4:00 PM, followed by the Santacruz 
home, 40-01 Garvey Pl., and the Schwed Home, 20-18 Saddle River Rd.

Start Elul off  right helping to re-stock the Jewish Family Service Food 
Bank. Please pick up an empty bag in the shul lobby and return it full 
by September 4th.

http://www.ahavatachim.org
mailto:SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM
http://www.ahavatachim.org
mailto:SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM


 

Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission 
of  the Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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Kiddush Information
If  you are around when the Rabbi 

says “על המחיה”, your assistance in 
clean up would be appreciated. 
To sponsor a Kiddush 

($1000/$613/$318 plus scotch) send 
an email to gplotnick@aol.com. 

Adult Education  

GEMARA SHIUR - One hour 
before Mincha, through the first 
Shabbat in November. 
DAYTIME TORAH VOYAGES - 

Thursdays at 2:00 PM. 
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH 

THOUGHT - After Kiddush. 
PEREK ON THE LAWN, Pirkei 

Avot Periodic Shiur. 

Please Welcome. . . 
New associates Stacey & Avi 
Zanjirian and their children 
Elana, Atara and Lielle. 

  

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה

Youth Program
Youth groups are on 

hiatus until September! 
DO NOT DONATE ANY TOYS 

OR BOOKS UNLESS APPROVED 
IN ADVANCE BY THE YOUTH 
COMMITTEE. ITEMS LEFT IN 
THE CLASSROOMS WILL BE 
DISCARDED. 

Tot Shabbat
Welcome to our 

last Tot Shabbat 
at 10:40 AM, featuring story time with 
Margo Heda. 

Sept. 1, Play & Stay,  at the Wigod 
home, 15-26 Landzettel Way.   
 

Ahavat Achim Future Events
Aug. 25 - Kiddush is sponsored by 
Melanie Kwestel in honor of  her 
becoming a PhD student. 
Aug. 31 - Welcome Back at the End of  
Summer Dinner - Details to Come. 
Sept. 8 - Seudat Shilishit is sponsored by 
the Agress family on the Yahrzeit of  
Amy’s father Ha'Rav Yisroel Yehuda Ben 
Ephraim Michal Ha'Levi Pruzanskyז”ל. 
Sept. 22 - Kiddush is sponsored by the 
Goldberg family on the Yarhtzeit of  
Joan’s father. 
Sept. 25 - Kiddush is sponsored by the 
Winchester family on the Yarhtzeit of  
Steve’s mother Helen Winchester, 
Miriam Hendl bas Shimonע”ה 
Oct. 7 - Family fun day with apple 
picking, petting zoo and a hayride at 
Demarest Farms. 
March 9 - Yachad/Yavneh Shabbaton 

Community Events
Aug. 19 - Aug. 26: Yom Tov Food 
Auction, supporting the Yoetzet Halacha 
Program, so all cooks/bakers are being 
called! Darchei Noam, Sunday, 4:00 – 
7:00 PM. Sign up/contribute at: Food 
Auction. 

Perek on the Lawn
Aug. 25 - Hosted by the 
Betsy & Marty Sonnenblick, 
6 Kershner Pl. 

Answers to Points To Ponder 
(1st) The Ramban, based on (17:11) says that all mitzvot should be deemed biblical since they are based on this 

verse which gives Rabbis authority to make determinations and prohibits deviating from their teachings. (For more 
see the Ramban's commentary to the introduction to the Rambam's Sefer Hamitzvot).  

(2nd) Learn it. Everyday (17:19) 
(5th) Someone like you (18:18) 
(7th) Offering peace.

Points To Ponder 
(1st aliyah) Based on this aliyah, should there be a category of  "rabbinic mitzvot" or are all mitzvot really biblical?  
(2nd aliyah) Besides for writing a sefer Torah what does a king have to do? 
(5th aliyah) What type of  person does the Torah say Hashem will choose to be a prophet? 
(7th aliyah) What is the first stage of  battle?

- Please get your Rosh Hashana Scroll info in by Sept. 2 to 
Natasha Borsuk, 82 Garwood Rd., Fair Lawn, NJ 07410.
- Yomim Noraim are almost upon us. Email Marty Sonnenblick at 
thegabbai@aol.com to arrange for High Holiday Seats. 

mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
http://darcheinoam.com/event/YHP/5778/food-auction
http://darcheinoam.com/event/YHP/5778/food-auction
mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
http://darcheinoam.com/event/YHP/5778/food-auction
http://darcheinoam.com/event/YHP/5778/food-auction


 

To Lead is to Serve 
Shoftim 2018 / 5778 

 Our parsha talks about monarchy: “When you enter the land that the Lord your God is giving you, 
and have taken possession of  it and settled in it, and you say, “I will set a king over me, like all the 
surrounding nations,” set over you a king whom the Lord your God chooses.” (Deut. 17:14-15). So it should 
be relatively easy to answer the question: From a Jewish perspective, is having a king a good thing or a bad 
thing? It turns out, however, to be almost unanswerable. 

 On the one hand, the parsha does say, “set over you a king.” This is a positive command. 
Maimonides counts it among the 613. On the other hand, of  no other command anywhere does it say that 
that it is to be acted on when the people say that they want to be “like all the surrounding nations.” The 
Torah doesn’t tell us to be like everyone else. The word kadosh, “holy”, means, roughly, to be set apart, 
singular, distinctive, unique. Jews are supposed to have the courage to be different, to be in but not entirely of  
the surrounding world. 

 Matters are made no clearer when we turn to the famous episode in which the Israelites did actually 
ask for a king, in the days of  Samuel (1 Samuel 8). Samuel is upset. He thinks the people are rejecting him. 
Not so, says God, the people are rejecting Me (1 Sam. 8:7). Yet God does not command Samuel to resist the 
request. To the contrary, He says, in effect, tell them what monarchy will cost, what the people stand to lose. 
Then, if  they still want a king, give them a king. 

 So the ambivalence remains. If  having a king is a good thing, why does God say that it means that the 
people are rejecting Him? If  it is a bad thing, why does God tell Samuel to give the people what they want 
even if  it is not what God would wish them to want? 

 Nor does the historical record resolve the issue. There were many bad kings in Jewish history. Of  
many, perhaps most, Tanakh says “He did evil in the eyes of  God.” But then there were also good kings: 
David who united the nation, Solomon who built the Temple, Hezekiah and Josiah who led religious 
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revivals. It would be easy to say that, on the whole, monarchy was a bad thing because there were more bad 
kings than good ones. But one could equally argue that without David and Solomon, Jewish history would 
never have risen to the heights. 

 Even within individual lives, the picture is fraught with ambivalence. David was a military hero, a 
political genius and a religious poet without equal in history. But this is also the man who committed a 
grievous sin with another man’s wife. With Solomon the record is even more chequered. He was the man 
whose name was synonymous with wisdom, author of  Song of  Songs, Proverbs and Kohelet. At the same 
time he was the king who broke all three of  the Torah’s caveats about monarchy, mentioned in this week’s 
parsha, namely he should not have too many wives, or too many horses, or too much money (Deut. 
17:16-17). Solomon – as the Talmud says  – thought he could break all the rules and stay uncorrupted. 1

Despite all his wisdom, he was wrong. 

 Even stepping back and seeing matters on the basis of  abstract principle, we have as close as Judaism 
comes to a contradiction. On the one hand, “We have no king but You,” as we say in Avinu Malkeinu.  On the 2

other hand, the closing sentence of  the book of  Judges (21:25) reads: “In those days, there was no king in 
Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” In short: without monarchy, anarchy. 

 So, in answer to the question: Is having a king a good thing or a bad one, the answer is an unequivocal 
yes-and-no. And as we would expect, the great commentators run the entire spectrum of  interpretation. For 
Maimonides, having a king was a good thing and a positive command. For Ibn Ezra it was a permission, not 
an obligation. For Abarbanel it was a concession to human weakness. For Rabbenu Bachya, it was its own 
punishment. Why then is the Torah so ambivalent about this central element of  its political programme? 

 The simplest answer was given by the outsider who saw most clearly that the Hebrew Bible was the 
world’s first tutorial in freedom: Lord Acton. He is the man who wrote: “Thus the example of  the Hebrew 
nation laid down the parallel lines on which all freedom has been won … the principle that all political 
authorities must be tested and reformed according to a code which was not made by man.”  But he is also the 3

originator of  the classic statement: “All power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” 

 Almost without exception, history has been about what Hobbes described as “a general inclination of  
all mankind: a perpetual and restless desire of  power after power, that ceaseth only in death.”  Power is 4

dangerous. It corrupts. It also diminishes. If  I have power over you, then I stand as a limit to your freedom. I 
can force you to do what you don’t want to do. Or as the Athenians said to 
the Melians: The strong do what they want, and the weak suffer what they 
must. 

 The Torah is a sustained exploration of  the question: to what extent 
can a society be organised not on the basis of  power? Individuals are different. Michelangelo, Shakespeare 

 Sanhedrin 21b.1

 The source is Rabbi Akiva in Taanit 25b.2

 Lord Acton, Essays on the History of Liberty, Indianapolis, LibertyClassics 1985, 8.3

 Hobbes, The Leviathan, Book 1, Ch. 11.4

�
To Lead is to Serve                                                                      !                                                                                    Shoftim 5778     2

“Power is dangerous.  
It corrupts. It also 

diminishes.”



and Rembrandt needed no power to achieve creative genius. But can a society? We all have desires. Those 
desires conflict. Conflict eventually leads to violence. The result is the world before the flood, when God 
regretted that He had made man on earth. Hence there is a need for a central power to ensure the rule of  law 
and the defence of  the realm. 

 Judaism is not an argument for powerlessness. The briefest glance at two thousand years of  Jewish 
history in the Diaspora tells us that there is nothing dignified in powerlessness, and after the Holocaust it is 
unthinkable. Daily we should thank God, and all His helpers down here on earth, for the existence of  the 
State of  Israel and the restoration to the Jewish people of  the power of  self-defence, itself  a necessary 
condition of  the collective right to life. 

 Instead, Judaism is an argument for the limitation, secularisation and transformation of  power. 

 Limitation: Israel’s kings were the only rulers in the ancient world without the power to legislate.  For 5

us, the laws that matter come from God, not from human beings. To be sure, in Jewish law, kings may issue 
temporary regulations for the better ordering of  society, but so may rabbis, courts, or local councils (the shiva 
tuvei ha-ir). 

 Secularisation: in Judaism, kings were not high priests and high priests were not kings. Jews were the 
first people to create a “separation of  powers,” a doctrine normally attributed to Montesquieu in the 
eighteenth century. When some of  the Hasmonean rulers sought to combine the two offices, the Talmud 
records the objection of  the sages: “Let the royal crown be sufficient for you; leave the priestly crown to the 
descendants of  Aaron.”  6

 Transformation: fundamental to Judaism is the idea of  servant leadership. There is a wonderful 
statement of  it in our parsha. The king must have his own sefer Torah, “and he shall read from it all the days 
of  his life … not considering himself  superior to his kinsfolk, or straying from the commandments to the right or to 
the left” (Deut. 17:19-20). Humility is the essence of  royalty, because to lead is to serve. 

 Failure to remember this caused what, in retrospect, can be seen as the single most disastrous political 
decision in Jewish history. After the death of  Solomon, the people came to Rehoboam, his son, asking him to 
lighten the load that Solomon’s projects had imposed on the people. The king asked his father’s advisers what 
he should do. They told him to accede to their request: “If  today you will be a servant to these people and 
serve them and give them a favourable answer, they will always be your servants” (1 Kings 12:7). Note the 
threefold appearance of  the word ‘serve’ in this verse. Rehoboam 
ignored their advice. The kingdom split and the nation never 
fully recovered. 

 The radical nature of  this transformation can be seen by 
recalling the two great architectural symbols of  the world’s first empires: the Mesoptamians built ziggurats, 
the Egyptians built pyramids. Both are monumental statements in stone of  a hierarchical society, broad at the 

 See, e.g., Michael Walzer, In God’s Shadow: Politics in the Hebrew Bible, Yale University Press, 2012.5

 Kiddushin 66a.6
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“Judaism is an argument for 
the limitation, secularisation 

and transformation of power.”  



base, narrow at the top. The people are there to support the leader. The great Jewish symbol, the menorah, 
inverts the triangle. It is broad at the top, narrow at the base. The leader is there to support the people. 

 In contemporary terms, Jim Collins in his book From Good to Great  tells us on the basis of  extensive 7

research that the great organisations are those with what he calls ‘Level 5 leaders,’ people who are personally 
modest but fiercely ambitious for the team. They seek, not their own success, but the success of  those they 
lead. 

 This is counterintuitive. We think of  leaders as people hungry for power. Many are. But power 
corrupts. That is why most political careers end in failure. Even Solomon’s wisdom could not save him from 
temptation. 

 Hence the life-changing idea: To lead is to serve. The greater your success, the harder you have to 
work to remember that you are there to serve others; 
they are not there to serve you. 

Shabbat Shalom. 

 James Collins, From Good to Great, Harper Business, 2001.7
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LIFE-CHANGING IDEA #43 

To lead is to serve. The greater your 
success, the harder you have to work to 

remember that you are there to serve others; 
they are not there to serve you. 

LIFE-CHANGING IDEAS IN SEFER DEVARIM 

• DEVARIM: If you seek to change someone, make sure that you are willing to help them when they need your 

help, defend them when they need your defence, and see the good in them, not just the bad. 

• VA’ETCHANAN: To make love undying, build around it a structure of rituals. 

• EIKEV: Listening is the greatest gift we can give to another human being. 

• RE’EH: Never define yourself as a victim. There is always a choice, and by exercising the strength to choose, we 

can rise above fate. 

• SHOFTIM: To lead is to serve. The greater your success, the harder you have to work to remember that you are 

there to serve others; they are not there to serve you. 



For kids 5 and under 
Starting at 10:40 AM 

     Tot Shabbat     

Fair Lawn, NJ Info: totshabbataa@gmail.com

STORY TIME, TEFILLAH, SHABBAT SONGS,  
FREE PLAY AND SNACK WITH BRACHOT 

Parents & Me:
Summer Edition

Special  
Story  

Time with  
Margo  
Heda! 





 

JFCS Food Pantry 

Needs your help! 

 Items needed include: 

Canned Items: fruits, vegetables, soups, beans, tuna/sardines,  

tomato sauce; Spices: salt/ pepper; Broths: chicken, meat;  

Pasta; Kosher Mac n’ Cheese; Rice; Cereal; Oatmeal; Shelf Stable  

Milk; Kosher Grape Juice; Toilet Paper; Paper Towels; Toothpaste;  

Soap: Bars/ Liquid; Shampoo/ Conditioner ; Deodorant 

 

 
 

Stop by Ahavat Achim for a reusable grocery bag. 

Fill it with unopened, unexpired and food items. 

Please return the full bag to our shul by Tuesday, September 4th. 

We thank you in advance for your participation in this most important mitzvah. 

For more information on 

Jewish Family & Children’s Services of Northern New Jersey  

please call 201-837-9090 or visit www.jfcsnnj.org 

http://www.jfcsnnj.org/




Fair Lawn, NJ

pm

4

Starting 
    @  

for location addresses, email   
programmingaa@gmail.com 

Adults, Kids & Teens

Shabbos Day, August 18 
Meet, Eat, Walk & Say a bracha

BARuch Crawl
1st Annual

Starting @ �e  
Wigod Home  
fo�owed by   

�e Santacruz  
and  

Schwed Homes 



September 1     
@ 4:30  

PLAY & STAY

Wigod Home 
15-26 Landzettel Way 

 

PARENTS AND ME

 SHABBOS  
DAY 

Congregation Ahavat Achim

info: programmingaa@gmail.com

Kids 10 and  
Under are  
Welcome! 

COOL



BS’D 
 

AHAVAT ACHIM ORTHODOX 
CONGREGATION OF FAIR LAWN  

18-25 Saddle River Road  
Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410 

 
 
 
July 20,  2018 
 
Dear shul member, 
 
Yes it’s that time again. In preparation for the Yomim Noraim, High Holy Days, I 
would like to establish the seating requirements so that members have the 
opportunity to choose their seats. Members wishing to retain their Shabbos seats 
may do so if their reservation is received no later than Sunday, August 26th.  
Once again it will be the policy of the shul to provide free seats to children of 
members from first grade through Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Only after these requests are 
handled will seats be sold to non-members. 
 
As per shul policy, all families must have their June 30, 2018 outstanding 
balances paid in full before reservations for High Holy Day seats can be 
accepted. 
Note: Associates are not entitled to member’s rates. 
 
I would greatly appreciate and strongly urge you to take a few moments to complete 
the attached form and return it to me as soon as possible. Your prompt response will 
assist me in more efficient planning and also avoid disappointment. The deadline 
again is Sunday, August 26 2018.  
Please return this form to me at: 6 Kershner Place 

Fair Lawn, New Jersey  07410 
 
or E-mail your response to me at: thegabbai@aol.com. 
 
If you have any questions please call me at 791-8775. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Marty Sonnenblick 
Gabbai 



 Rosh Hashanah-Yom Kippur 5779 (2018) 
 
Family Name _____________________ _[ ]  I plan to be here on Rosh Hashanah 
         [ ]  I plan to be here on Yom Kippur 

 
 
 

 
A name 
must be 
filled in 
for every 
seat 
request 

 
 
Male/ 
Female 

 
Adult 
Member 
and child 
22 years 
and 
above 

Child or 
grandchild 
of Member 
over 
Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah to 
22 years 
old 

Child or 
grandchild 
of Member  
1st grade to 
Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah  

 
Guest of 
Member 
(excluding 
Fair Lawn 
residents) 

 
Adult 
Non-
Member 

 Non 
member’s 
child 
bar/bat 
mitzvah to 
22 years 
old 

 Non 
member’s 
child under 
bar/bat 
mitzvah 

Price  $150 $75 $0 $175 $250 $125 $75 

                    

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

  
****Associates pricing  Adults-$200 
                                     Bar/Bat Mitzvah-22 years old-$100 
                                      1st grade-Bar/bat Mitzvah-$50 
Please return this form to:  Marty Sonnenblick 
       6 Kershner Place 
       Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410 
 
Or Email to:  Thegabbai@AOL.com 
 
 
In case of financial hardship or special circumstances, please speak in confidence 
with the President,  Aryeh Brenenson.   
Please note: Associates are not entitled to members rates. 
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