בס”ד

נא לא לדבר בשעת התפילה
PLEASE NO CONVERSATION DURING SERVICES

שבת פרשת כי תצא
SHABBAT PARSHAT KI SEITZEI
11 ELUL/SEPTEMBER 2

Sunday
(9/3)

Monday
(9/4)

Tuesday
(9/5)

Wednesday Thursday
(9/6)
(9/7)

Friday
(9/8)

Earliest Talit

5:27 AM

5:28 AM

5:29 AM

5:30 AM

5:31 AM

5:32 AM

Shacharit

8:15 AM

8:00 AM

6:25 AM

6:25 AM

6:15 AM

6:25 AM

Gedolah

1:28 PM

1:27 PM

1:27 PM

1:27 PM

1:26 PM

1:26 PM

Mincha - Maariv

7:05 PM

7:05 PM

7:05 PM

7:05 PM

7:05 PM

7:00 PM

Shkia

7:25 PM

7:24 PM

7:22 PM

7:20 PM

7:19 PM

Tzait

8:10 PM

8:09 PM

8:07 PM

8:05 PM

8:04 PM

Haftorah is Isaiah 54:1-10 ()רני עקרה.
Pirkei Avot Chap 2. Final time for Kiddush
Levanah of Elul is Tuesday night, Sept. 5
until 5:06 AM the following morning.

Kiddush is sponsored by the Katter Family in honor of Sarah & Leah’s B'not
Mitzvot. Mazel tov to the whole family!

FRIDAY NIGHT
MINCHA - 7:00 PM
CANDLE LIGHTING - 7:10 PM
TZAIT - 8:14 PM

Yomim Noraim are almost upon us, Email Marty
Sonnenblick at thegabbai@aol.com to arrange
for High Holiday Seats.

SATURDAY
HASHKAMA/YOUTH - 8:20 AM
SHACHARIT MAIN - 9:00 AM
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:40 AM
GEMARA SHIUR - 5:55 PM
MINCHA - 6:55 PM
SHKIA - 7:27 PM
MAARIV/HAVDALAH - 8:12 PM
—————
BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN
ANNOUNCEMENT (BY 7:00 PM
WEDNESDAY) OR DEDICATE A
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO),
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM.

Join us Friday night, Sept. 8 for a fun filled community
dinner! Pricing per person: (1) 12 & over, $21; (2) Children
5-11, $12; and (3) Children under 5, $5. RSVP to Randi
Spier at (201) 777-0731 or randi.spier@gmail.com.
Elul Matters, Part II & III: Keeping Kosher On-The-Go (shiur by Rabbi &
Rebetzin Shestack), Sunday, Sept. 10, 10:00 AM; and Keeping Kosher on Shabbat (a
shiur by Rabbi Shestack), Wednesday, September 13, 8:00
PM. Please submit any Kashrut questions you would
like covered during the Elul Matters program to
rabbishestack@gmail.com.

CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909
201-797-0502
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG

YIZKOR BOOKLETS will be printed Sept. 5.
Send the names of your loved ones for
memorialization & inclusion in this year’s booklet
ASAP to Joyce Heller, 14 Kershner Pl., Fair
Lawn, NJ 07410, or email jheller127@gmail.com.

Rabbi Ely Shestack

President Aryeh Brenenson
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Kiddush Information
If you are around when the Rabbi
says “”על המחיה, your assistance in
clean up would be appreciated.
Kiddush setup for this Shabbat:
Borsuk, Kwestel, Smedresman
Kiddush setup for next Shabbat:
Oppenheim, Oster, Sonnenblick
To sponsor a Kiddush
($1000/$613/$318 plus scotch) send
an email to gplotnick@aol.com.

Community Events
Sept. 17 – Sofer Day, Sunday, 9:00
AM – 4:00 PM, YOUNG ISRAEL
OF FAIR LAWN. For details, click
here: Sofer Day.
Nov. 5 - Mikvah Gala Evening. For
more info contact Dossy Brandstatter
at 201-401-2386 or
mikvahfairlawn@gmail.com.

Book Club
Want to read ahead, the
next book will be
A Gentleman in Moscow
by Amor Towles.

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה
Youth Program
Sept. 10 - KICKOFF
EVENT with Youth
Director Chad Shapiro!
YOUTH GROUPS
RESUME SOON (TOT SHABBAT
STILL IN THE PLAYROOM).
Parents, ensure that your children are
in groups or with you at all times.
NO FOOD DURING GROUPS!

Adult Education
CHUMASH CLASS - Shabbat
morning before Shacharit.
GEMARA SHIUR with Rabbi Josh
Abramson - One Hour Before Mincha
on Shabbat.
DAYTIME TORAH VOYAGES Thursdays at 1:00 PM.
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH
THOUGHT - After Kiddush, but on
hiatus this Shabbat.
LEARN ON THE LAWN, Pirkei
Avot Monthly Shiur. Next Date:
Sept. 9. Please email Larry at
lardavbern@gmail.com to volunteer
your lawn.

Ahavat Achim Future Events
Sept. 16 - Seudat Shilishit sponsored by
the Agress family on Yahrzeit of Amy’s
father Ha'Rav Yisroel Yehuda Ben
Ephraim Michal Ha'Levi Pruzanskyז”ל.
Oct. 6 - Kiddush is sponsored by the
Winchester family on the Yarhtzeit of
Steve’s mother Helen Winchester, Miriam
Hendl bas Shimonע”ה
Oct. 21 - Edie Fontaine Bat Mitzvah
Nov. 11. - Kiddush sponsored by the
Sonnenblick family in honor of Elie's
Aufruf and upcoming marriage to
Samara Kandelshein.
Nov. 18 - Andrew Wechsler Bar Mitzvah
Feb. 10 - Yachad Shabbaton
Mar. 17 - Kiddush sponsored by Agress
family in honor of Josh's Aufruf and
upcoming marriage to Bronia Goldman

Elul Matters
Sept. 10 – Keeping Kosher On-The-Go (shiur
by Rabbi & Rebetzin Shestack), Sunday,
10:00 AM.
Sept. 13 – Keeping Kosher on Shabbat (a shiur
by Rabbi Shestack), Wed. night, 8:00 PM.

From the Sisterhood
- Get Sisterhood Member Renewal & Rosh Hashana Scroll info in by Sept. 10 to Natasha Borsuk, 82 Garwood Rd., Fair Lawn, NJ.
- Send Order forms for Rosh Hashanah bouquets (Sept. 20 delivery) by Sept. 12 to Elfie Eisman, 41-28 Matule Dr., Fair Lawn, NJ.

Points To Ponder (Answers Below)
(2nd aliyah) this aliyah provides the source for the torah oligation to bury the dead. what is particularly noteworthy about the presentation
of the mitzvah? who is the subject? what can we learn from the subject of the law?
(4th aliyah) does the law of not returning a slave apply to Jews or non-Jewish slaves? (see rashi) what's the difference philosophically? if it's
all slaves what law does this override?
(6th aliyah) What workers must be paid daily?
(7th aliyah) What two things in this aliyah should be done "because you were slaves in Egypt"?
Answers to Points To Ponder
(2nd aliyah) The subject of the mitzvah is someone who has been killed by the court. It is interesting that the mitzvah is framed in terms
of burying the most outlandish individual, as if to say "even someone killed by the court, deserves the dignity of a Jewish burial", perhaps
it also shifts the focus onto society rather than the individual.
(4th aliyah) Rashi quotes one opinion that says it's just Jewish slaves and another that says it's even non-Jewish slaves from Jeiwhs masters,
which means it overrides hashavat aveida, returning lost objects.
(6th aliyah) Specifically destitute workers.
(7th aliyah) Not perverting judgment against the weak and not leaving some grain behind for the destitute.
Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission
of the Office of Rabbi Sacks) in memory of her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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בס״ד

Congregation Ahavat Achim’s Sisterhood
Membership Renewal & Rosh Hashana Scroll
Yes, please enroll me as a Sisterhood member.
Yes, please include me/us on the Rosh Hashana Scroll.
Please PRINT my/our name(s) as follows:

• Scroll @ $10 per family
• Sisterhood dues for 5778 are $36

_________
_________

(Dues increase to $45 after December 31st)

Total Enclosed:

$________

Please return this form and your check to:
Natasha Borsuk
82 Garwood Road
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410
nbnadler@gmail.com
917-796-9933
Please make your check payable to SISTERHOOD OF AHAVAT ACHIM.
Kindly respond by September 10th. Thank you for your participation.

May Hashem grant us all a happy, healthy & peaceful New Year.

SISTERHOOD WISHES YOU AND
YOUR FAMILY A YEAR OF GOOD
HEALTH, HAPPINESS AND PEACE!

ORDER YOUR BOUQUETS FOR
ROSH HASHANAH
The arrangements will be created by
Jimmy of the Empty Vase in Closter, NJ.
You can order beautiful seasonal bouquets for your table in three categories:
A: $55
B: $45
C: $35
Price includes delivery to Fair Lawn and Teaneck.
Orders must be received by September 12th for delivery on September 20th for
Rosh Hashanah.
*30% of proceeds go to support Sisterhood programs.
Please print out the order form below (make check payable to Sisterhood of Ahavat Achim) and send it to
Elfie Eisman, 41-28 Matule Drive, Fair Lawn, NJ 07410
For additional information, please contact Elfie at 201-794-6170 or eism@verizon.net
(Arrangements may not be identical to pictures shown.)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Name (Please Print)
_______________________________________________________________
Delivery Address (Please Print)
_________________________________________________________________
Town____________________________ Tel #__________________________
Please deliver:

(qty) _______ A: @ $55$___________
(qty) _______ B: @ $45 $___________
(qty) _______ C: @ $35

Enclosed is my check for total

$___________

$___________

SISTERHOOD OF AHAVAT ACHIM
ANNUAL COAT DRIVE
FOR

Center For Hope And Safety
(Formerly Save Our Sisters Shelter)
We are collecting outerwear
(gently worn, but not torn)
for the
Center for Hope and Safety Shelter in Bergen County.
This organization houses and supports
abused women and their families.
All sizes are needed.

Bring your donations to the Bickel garage:

36‐02 Hale Place, Fair Lawn
Sunday, November 19, 2017
(Mitzvah Day in Bergen County)

8 a.m.—5 p.m.
For more information, contact Audrey at bickelar@aol.com.

Two Types of Hate
Ki Teitse 2017 / 5777
It is by any standards a strange, almost incomprehensible law. Here it is in the form it appears in this
week’s parsha:
Remember what the Amalekites did to you along the way when you came out of Egypt. When you were weary
and worn out, they met you on your journey and attacked all who were lagging behind; they had no fear of
God. When the Lord your God gives you rest from all the enemies around you in the land He is giving you to
possess as an inheritance, you shall blot out the name of Amalek from under the heaven. Do not forget. (Deut.
25:17-19)
The Israelites had two enemies in the days of Moses: the Egyptians and the Amalekites. The Egyptians
enslaved the Israelites. They turned them into a forced labour colony. They oppressed them. Pharaoh
commanded them to drown every male Israelite child. It was attempted genocide. Yet about them, Moses
commands: Do not despise an Egyptian, because you were strangers in his land. (Deut. 23:8)
The Amalekites did no more than attack the Israelites once1 , an attack that they successfully repelled
(Ex. 17:13). Yet Moses commands, “Remember.” “Do not forget.” “Blot out the name.” In Exodus the Torah says
that “God shall be at war with Amalek for all generations” (Ex. 17:16). Why the difference? Why did Moses tell
the Israelites, in effect, to forgive the Egyptians but not the Amalekites?
The answer is to be found as a corollary of teaching in the Mishna, Avot (5:19):

1

Of course, there were subsequent attacks by Amalek (including, according to tradition, in Bamidbar 21:1) but the decree to
obliterate Amalek was issued after their first attack.

Two Types of Hate
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Whenever love depends on a cause and the cause passes away, then the love passes away too. But if love does
not depend on a cause then the love will never pass away. What is an example of the love which depended
upon a cause? That of Amnon for Tamar. And what is an example of the love which did not depend on a
cause? That of David and Jonathan.
When love is conditional, it lasts as long as the condition lasts but no longer. Amnon loved, or rather
lusted, for Tamar because she was forbidden to him. She was his half-sister. Once he had had his way with her,
“Then Amnon hated her with intense hatred. In fact, he hated her more than he had loved her.” (2 Sam. 13:15).
But when love is unconditional and irrational, it never ceases. In the words of Dylan Thomas: “Though lovers be
lost, love shall not, and death shall have no dominion.”
The same applies to hate. When hate is rational, based on some fear or disapproval that – justified or
not – has some logic to it, then it can be reasoned with and
brought to an end. But unconditional, irrational hatred
cannot be reasoned with. There is nothing one can do to
address it and end it. It persists.

“Unconditional, irrational hatred
cannot be reasoned with. There
is nothing one can do to address
it and end it. It persists.”

That was the difference between the Amalekites and the Egyptians. The Egyptians’ hatred and fear of the
Israelites was not irrational. Pharaoh said to his people:
‘The Israelites are becoming too numerous and strong for us. We must deal wisely with them. Otherwise, they
may increase so much, that if there is war, they will join our enemies and fight against us, driving [us] from
the land.’ (Ex. 1:9-10)
The Egyptians feared the Israelites because they were numerous. They constituted a potential threat to
the native population. Historians tell us that this was not groundless. Egypt had already suffered from one
invasion of outsiders, the Hyksos, an Asiatic people with Canaanite names and beliefs, who took over the Nile
Delta during the Second Intermediate Period of the Egypt of the pharaohs. Eventually they were expelled from
Egypt and all traces of their occupation were erased. But the memory persisted. It was not irrational for the
Egyptians to fear that the Hebrews were another such population. They feared the Israelites because they were
strong.
(Note that there is a difference between “rational” and “justified”. The Egyptians’ fear was in this case
certainly unjustified. The Israelites did not want to take over Egypt. To the contrary, they would have preferred
to leave. Not every rational emotion is justified. It is not irrational to feel fear of flying after the report of a major
air disaster, despite the fact that statistically it is more dangerous to drive a car than to be a passenger in a
plane. The point is simply that rational but unjustified emotion can, in principle, be cured through reasoning.)
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Precisely the opposite was true of the Amalekites. They attacked the Israelites when they were “weary
and weak”. They focused their assault on those who were “lagging behind.” Those who are weak and lagging
behind pose no danger. This was irrational, groundless hate.
With rational hate it is possible to reason. Besides, there was no reason for the Egyptians to fear the
Israelites any more. They had left. They were no longer a threat. But with irrational hate it is impossible to
reason. It has no cause, no logic. Therefore it may never go away. Irrational hate is as durable and persistent as
irrational love. The hatred symbolised by Amalek lasts “for all generations.” All one can do is to remember and
not forget, to be constantly vigilant, and to fight it whenever and wherever it appears.
There is such a thing as rational xenophobia: fear and hate of the foreigner, the stranger, the one not like
us. In the hunter-gatherer stage of humanity, it was vital to distinguish between members of your tribe and
those of another tribe. There was competition for food and territory. It was not an age of liberalism and
tolerance. The other tribe was likely to kill you or oust you, given the chance.
The ancient Greeks were xenophobic, regarding all non-Greeks as barbarians. So still are many native
populations. Even people as tolerant as the British and Americans were historically distrustful of immigrants, be
they Jews, Irish, Italian or Puerto Rican - and for some this remains the case today. What happens, though, is
that within two or three generations the newcomers acculturate and integrate. They are seen as contributing to
the national economy and adding richness and variety to its culture. When an emotion like fear of immigrants is
rational but unjustified, eventually it declines and disappears.
Antisemitism is different from xenophobia. It is the paradigm case of irrational hatred. In the Middle
Ages Jews were accused of poisoning wells, spreading the plague, and in one of the most absurd claims ever –
the Blood Libel – they were suspected of killing Christian children to use their blood to make matzot for Pesach.
This was self-evidently impossible, but that did not stop people believing it.
The European Enlightenment, with its worship of science and reason, was expected to end all such
hatred. Instead it gave rise to a new version of it, racial antisemitism. In the nineteenth century Jews were hated
because they were rich and because they were poor; because they were capitalists and because they were
communists; because they were exclusive and kept to themselves and because they infiltrated everywhere;
because they were believers in an ancient, superstitious faith and because they were rootless cosmopolitans who
believed nothing.
Antisemitism was the supreme irrationality of the age of

“Antisemitism was the
supreme irrationality of
the age of reason.”

reason. It gave rise to a new myth, The Protocols of the Elders of Zion,
a literary forgery produced by members of the Czarist Russia secret police toward the end of the nineteenth
century. It held that Jews had power over the whole of Europe – this at the time of the Russian pogroms of 1881
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and the antisemitic May Laws of 1882, which sent some three million Jews, powerless and impoverished, into
flight from Russia to the West.
The situation in which Jews found themselves at the end of what was supposed to be the century of
Enlightenment and emancipation was stated eloquently by Theodor Herzl, in 1897:
We have sincerely tried everywhere to merge with the national communities in which we live, seeking only to
preserve the faith of our fathers. It is not permitted us. In vain are we loyal patriots, sometimes superloyal; in
vain do we make the same sacrifices of life and property as our fellow citizens; in vain do we strive to enhance
the fame of our native lands in the arts and sciences, or her wealth by trade and commerce. In our native
lands where we have lived for centuries we are still decried as aliens, often by men whose ancestors had not
yet come at a time when Jewish sighs had long been heard in the country . . . If we were left in peace . . . But I
think we shall not be left in peace.
This was deeply shocking to Herzl. No less shocking has been the return of antisemitism to parts of the
world today, particularly the Middle East and even Europe, within living memory of the Holocaust. Yet the
Torah intimates why. Irrational hate does not die.
Not all hostility to Jews, or to Israel as a Jewish state, is irrational, and where it is not, it can be reasoned
with. But some of it is irrational. Some of it, even today, is a repeat of the myths of the past, from the Blood Libel
to the Protocols. All we can do is remember and not forget, confront it and defend ourselves against it.
Amalek does not die. But neither does the Jewish people.
Attacked so many times over the centuries, it still lives, giving
testimony to the victory of the God of love over the myths and

“The Jewish people still lives,
giving testimony to the victory
of the God of love over the
myths and madness of hate.”

madness of hate.
Shabbat shalom
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