בס”ד

שבת פרשת תולדות
ערב ראש חדש
SHABBAT PARSHAT TOLDOT
EREV ROSH CHODESH
29 CHESHVAN/NOVEMBER 18
Haftorah is  מחר חדשfor Erev Rosh Chodesh,
Samuel I 20:18-42. We bless the month of Kislev.
Do not say אב הרחמים,  א≠ל מלאor צדקתך צדק.
FRIDAY NIGHT
CANDLE LIGHTING - 4:18 PM
MINCHA - 4:20 PM
TZAIT - 5:21 PM
SATURDAY
HASHKAMA/YOUTH - 8:20 AM
CHUMASH SHIUR - 8:30 AM
SHACHARIT MAIN - 9:00 AM
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:14 AM
MINCHA - 3:50 PM
SHKIA - 4:36 PM
MAARIV/HAVDALAH - 5:21 PM
—————

נא לא לדבר בשעת התפילה
PLEASE NO CONVERSATION DURING SERVICES
WEEKDAY DAVENING INFORMATION
Sunday
(11/19)

Monday
(11/20)

Tuesday
(11/21)

Earliest Talit

5:48 AM

5:49 AM

5:50 AM

5:51 AM

5:52 AM

5:53 AM

Shacharit

8:00 AM

6:15 AM

6:25 AM

6:25 AM

8:00 AM

8:15 AM

Gedolah

Wednesday Thursday
(11/22)
(11/23)

Friday
(11/24)

12:06 PM 12:06 PM 12:06 PM 12:07 PM 12:07 PM 12:07 PM

Mincha - Maariv

4:15 PM

Maariv Only

4:15 PM
8:20 PM

8:20 PM

8:20 PM

Shkia

4:35 PM

4:34 PM

4:34 PM

4:33 PM

4:32 PM

Tzait

5:20 PM

5:19 PM

5:19 PM

5:18 PM

5:17 PM

4:20 PM

Kiddush is sponsored by Beth &
Steve Wechsler in honor of
Andrew’s Bar Mitzvah. Mazel tov
to the whole family!

BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN
ANNOUNCEMENT (BY 7:00 PM
WEDNESDAY) OR DEDICATE A
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO),
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM.
CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909
201-797-0502
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG
—————

Seudah Shlishit is sponsored by Seymour Wigod in
memory of his parents Abraham( ע”הAvraham ben
z'ml) and Edith( ע”הEta bat Moshe).

Molad for Kislev is Sunday, November 19,
12:57 AM (and no chalokim).
Rabbi Ely Shestack

President Aryeh Brenenson
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Kiddush Information
If you are around when the Rabbi
says “”על המחיה, your assistance in
clean up would be appreciated.
Kiddush setup for this Shabbat:
Bernstein, Goldstein, Infield
Kiddush setup for next Shabbat:
Baron, Zarabi, Safier
To sponsor a Kiddush
($1000/$613/$318 plus scotch) send
an email to gplotnick@aol.com.

Community Events
Dec. 3 – Elaine Silver ע”הMemorial
Shiur, featuring Mrs. Deena Kobre,
Associate Principal, Stella K. Abraham
High School for Girls. Sunday morning,
9:00 AM, YOUNG ISRAEL OF FAIR
LAWN, at the home of Dr. Evelyn
Kraut, 40-12 Kilada Ct., Fair Lawn. For
more info click here: Memorial Shiur.

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה
Youth Program
Please contact
Melanie at
mkwestel@gmail.com and volunteer
to host Chad (our Youth Director) for
shabbat and/or meals.
Youth groups begin at 10:15 AM. Tot
Shabbat in the playroom.
Parents, ensure that your children are
in groups or with you at all times.
NO FOOD DURING GROUPS!

Adult Education
CHUMASH CLASS - Shabbat
morning before Shacharit.
GEMARA SHIUR - Winter Hiatus.
DAYTIME TORAH VOYAGES Thursdays at 2:00 PM.
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH
THOUGHT - After Kiddush.
PEREK ON THE LAWN, Pirkei
Avot Periodic Shiur.

Ahavat Achim Future Events
Nov. 29 - Sisterhood Paid-Up
Membership Event
Dec. 2 - Siyum Mesechet Makot at
Suedah Shlishit
Dec. 9 - Friday night oneg
Jan. 6 - Seudah Shlishit is sponsored by
the Wigod and Sokoloff families in
memory of Cheryl ע”הand Ron’s and
parents Leonore( ע”הLeah bat Zev) and
Benjamin( ע”הBoruch Chaim ben
Zevulun Aryeh) Sokoloff.
Feb. 10 - Yachad Shabbaton
Mar. 17 - Kiddush sponsored by Agress
family in honor of Josh's Aufruf and
upcoming marriage to Bronia Goldman

The next Friday night
oneg is December 9. If
you are available to host
that Friday night please
contact Lori at
garfmom@gmail.com.

Points To Ponder (Answers Below)
1st - Why is Esav's name changed to "Edom", red? What is the significance of that name change?
3rd - When does Yitzchak recognize God?
5th - If Yitzchak were making a list to determine whether Yaakov or Esav was standing in front of him, based on just the text what
indicators are there for each side?
6th (Bonus) - What's the underlying difference between the way Yitzchak and Rivkah advise Yaakov to go to Lavan's house in Padan
Aram?
Answers to Points To Ponder
1st - He's called Edom because of the color of the stew he ate. He is called after the most external part of the most fleeting desire.
3rd - When he has tranquility; when his neighbors don't attack him.
5th - Yaakov: voice, speed of preparation; Esav: skin texture, scent
Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission
of the Office of Rabbi Sacks) in memory of her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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IN KISLEV WE REMEMBER . . .
HEBREW
DATE

NAME

CANDLE
EVENING OF

DEDICATOR

RELATIONSHIP

Benjamin Mittelpunkt

1

November 18

Eita Latkin

Grandfather

David Berant Rozenfeld

1

November 18

Zehava Baron

Father

Helen Graber

3

November 20

David Graber

Mother

Abraham Wigod

7

November 24

Seymour Wigod

Father

Oscar Mueller

8

November 25

Joyce Heller

Father

Seymour Martin Farbstein

10

November 27

Bill Farbstein

Father

Milton Lehner

10

November 27

Steven Plotnick

Dad

Lina Rothschild

11

November 28

Audrey Bickel

Grandparent

Rose Chass

14

December 1

Murray Chass

Mother

Clara Shimoff

17

December 4

Melanie Kwestel

Mother

Selma Cohen

19

December 6

Irene Komet

Mother

Moses Garfunkel

25

December 12

David Garfunkel

Grandfather

Jacob Lewinson

27

December 14

Mrs. Hanna Lewinson

Husband

Michaela Leshem-Pozanski

30

December 17

Ayala Adler

Mother

SUPPORT YOUR SHUL
Donate a Sefer, etc.

Mishebayrach

Sisterhood & Men’s Club

The shul has Siddurim & Machzorim ($36)
and Chumashim ($54) available to be
donated. Please contact Jeff Safier at
robynsafier@gmail.com for details.

If you’ve made a Mishebayrach you’ve
pledged to give Tzedakah on behalf of
those for whom you asked Hashem's
blessing. Contributions to the shul are
appropriate and can be made via Paypal to
treasurer@ahavatachim.org, or via
MasterCard, Visa or Discover by sending
info to Steve Winchester (contact him at
treasurer@ahavatachim.org). If by check
indicate on its face “Aliyah Donation.”

Please contact Elliot Greene at
egreene@acm.org to join the Men’s Club.
To join Sisterhood, please contact Shelly at
sewinchester58@gmail.com or Renee at
reneeafreund@yahoo.com.

Yahrzeit Plaques
Memorialize a loved one with a plaque for
$300 for members and $450 for nonmembers. We will also endeavor to send you
written notice of an upcoming yahrzeit,
mention your loved one’s name during the
public Yizkor and list the yahrzeit in the
Bulletin once a year. For more information,
email Larry at lardavbern@gmail.com.

Scrip
Scrip is available from Men’s Club. Email
David at dmgarfunkel@gmail.com. Pay
using Paypal (treasurer@ahavatachim.org)
or use Discover, MasterCard or Visa - email
treasurer@ahavatachim.org for details.

Honoraria

David Schwitzer ע”הSocial Hall

Contributions to acquire honoraria in
memory or honor of a loved one are
welcome. The available Honoraria list will
be provided upon request by contacting
Steven Plotnick at seplotnick@gmail.com.

Please contact Ben Lang at
bmmnpl@aol.com to book the David

Mitzvah Cards

Schwitzer ע”הSocial Hall for an event or
special occasion. $250 per simcha
(members) / $500 paid in advance for nonmembers, plus the cost of any additional
clean up (plus a $150 security deposit
refunded when the social hall is returned in
the condition it started in). Private caterers
must be approved in advance by the Rabbi.
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Want mitzvah cards, contact Eita Latkin at
791-8940 or parentsof3@aol.com. Cost is
$3 per card. Also can be ordered in bulk ten cards for $25, which you send out
yourself privately.

SUPPORT YOUR SHUL

You can help Ahavat Achim's finances and it won't cost
you a cent! Just make your regular Amazon purchases
via this link: https://smile.amazon.com/. After a onetime set up designating Congregation Ahavat Achim of
Fair Lawn as your preferred charity, nothing more for
you to do except make your regular Amazon purchases.
•
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to Ahavat Achim.
•
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same
products, same prices, same service.

Shabbat
Shalom!

MISCELLANEOUS
Ahavat Achim Membership/
Hospitality
Contact Arnie at aspier@verizon.net for
membership details. For Shabbat hospitality
contact Melanie at mkwestel@gmail.com.
Bikkur Cholim/Chesed
Committee
If someone needs a visit/assistance, contact
Sara at saralevine06@gmail.com or Mary
Lisa at kenkatter541@gmail.com.
Personal Announcements
Various life cycle events related to members
are announced in the bulletin (e.g., births,
bar and bat mitzvahs, weddings and deaths,
as well as travel to/from Israel to study). We
also welcome new members. Other
personal announcements are not
appropriate except as part of the bulletin’s
dedication (a $36 cost - $54 with photo).

Numbers & Info
ERUV UPDATE – By Email Only. To
subscribe, email fairlawneruvsubscribe@yahoogroups.com or check the
status at www.fairlawneruv.com.
MIKVAH – 201-796-0350. At Shomrei
Torah, 9 PM–10:30 PM, Motzei Shabbat
from 1¼ hours after Shabbat ends for 1½
hours. Kaylim Mikvah: Sun. 10 AM-3 PM
TWITTER: AhavatAchimFL
FACEBOOK: facebook.com/groups/
ahavat.achim/
INSTAGRAM: instagram.com/
ahavatachimfl/?hl=en
FLICKR: flickr.com/photos/
ahavatachim/albums

Our annual coat drive for Center For Hope And
Safety collected 20 coats. Thank you Audrey Bickel for
arranging the collection and delivery of the coats!

Shul Calendar
To add events to the shul calendar
email Larry at lardavbern@gmail.com

Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission
of the Office of Rabbi Sacks) in memory of her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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Why Isaac? Why Jacob?
Toldot 2017 / 5778
Why Isaac, not Ishmael? Why Jacob, not Esau? These are among the most searing questions in the whole of
Judaism.
It is impossible to read Genesis 21, with its description of how Hagar and her son were cast out into the
wilderness, how their water ran out, how Hagar placed Ishmael under a bush and sat at a distance so she would not
see him die, without feeling intensely for both of them, mother and child. They are both crying. The Torah tells us
that God heard Ishmael’s tears and sent an angel to comfort Hagar, show her a well of water, and assure her that
God would make her son “a great nation” (Gen. 21:18) – the very promise he gave Abraham himself at the start of
his mission (Gen. 12:2).
Likewise in the case of Esau. The emotional climax of the parsha occurs in chapter 27, at the point when
Jacob leaves Isaac’s presence, having deceived him into thinking that he was Esau. Then Esau enters, and slowly
both father and son realise what has happened. This is what we read:
Then Isaac trembled with a very great trembling, and said, “Who then was it who hunted game and brought it to
me and I ate it before you came and I blessed him?—and he will be blessed.” When Esau heard his father’s words,
he cried an intensely loud and bitter cry, and said to his father, “Bless me, me too, my father!” (Gen. 27:33-34)
These are among the most powerful descriptions of emotion in the whole of the Torah, and they are
precisely the opposite of what we would expect. We would expect the Torah to enlist our sympathies for the chosen:
Isaac and Jacob. Instead it almost forces us to empathise with the unchosen: Hagar, Ishmael and Esau. We feel
their pain and sense of loss.
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So, why Isaac and not Ishmael? Why Jacob and not Esau? To this there are two types of answer. The first is
given by midrash. On this reading Isaac and Jacob were righteous. Ishmael and Esau were not.
Ishmael worshipped idols.1 He violated married women.2 He tried to kill Isaac with his bow and arrow while
making it look as if it were an accident.3 Esau was attracted, even in the womb, to idolatrous shrines.4 He trapped
not only animals but also his father Isaac by pretending to be pious when he was not.5 God cut short Abraham’s life
by five years so that he would not live to see his grandson violate a betrothed woman, commit murder, deny God,
deny the resurrection of the dead, and despise the birthright.6 Such is the way of midrash. It helps us see Isaac and
Jacob as perfectly good, Ishmael and Esau as dangerously bad. That is an important part of our tradition.
But it is not the way of the written Torah itself, at least insofar as we seek what Rashbam called omek
peshuto shel mikra, the “deep plain sense of Scripture.”7 The Torah does not portray Ishmael and Esau as wicked.
The worst it has to say about Ishmael is that Sarah saw him metzachek (Gen. 21:9), a word with many meanings,
most of them not negative. Literally, it means, “he was laughing.” But Abraham and Sarah also laughed.8 So did
Isaac.9 Indeed Isaac’s name, chosen by God himself,10 means, “He will laugh.” There is nothing in the word itself
that implies improper conduct.11
In the case of Esau, the most pointed verse is the one in which he agrees to part with his birthright in return
for a bowl of soup (Gen. 25:34). In a staccato series of five consecutive verbs, the Torah says that he “ate, drank,
rose, went and despised” his birthright. Yet this tells us that he was impetuous, not that he was evil.
If we seek the “deep plain sense,” we must rely on the explicit testimony of the Torah itself – and what it
tells us is fascinating. An angel told Hagar before Ishmael was born that he would be “a wild donkey of a man, his
hand against everyone, and everyone’s hand against him” (Gen. 16:12). He became an expert archer (Gen. 21:20).
Esau, red-haired, physically mature at a young age, was “a skilful hunter, a man of the field” (Gen. 25:27). Ishmael
and Esau were at home in nature. They were strong, adroit, unafraid of the wild. In any other culture they might
have emerged as heroes.

1

Bereishit Rabbah 53:11. Shemot Rabbah 1:1.

2

Bereishit Rabbah 53:11.

3

Ibid.

4

Bereishit Rabbah 63:6.

5

Tanhuma, Toldot 8.

6

Baba Batra 16b.

7

Rashbam to Gen. 37:2, 28; Ex. 3:14, 13:9.

8

Gen. 17:17; 18:12.

9

Gen. 26:8.

10

“Ishmael and Esau were at home
in nature. They were strong,
adroit, unafraid of the wild. In
any other culture they might have
emerged as heroes.”

Gen. 17:19.

11

Robert Alter makes the ingenious suggestion that it means that Ishmael was “Isaac-ing,” imitating his younger brother (Robert
Alter, The Five Books of Moses: a translation with commentary, Norton, 2004, 103).
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And that is the point. We will only understand the Torah if we recall that every other religion in the ancient
world worshipped nature. That is where they found God, or more precisely, the gods: in the sun, the moon, the
stars, the storm, the rain that fed the earth and the earth that gave forth food.
Even in the twenty-first century, people for whom science has taken the place of religion still worship
nature. For them we are physical beings. For them there is no such thing as a soul, merely electrical impulses in the
brain. For them there is no real freedom: we are what we are because of genetic and epigenetic causes over which we
have no real control. Freewill, they say, is an illusion. Human life, they believe, is not sacred, nor are we different in
kind from other animals. Nature is all there is. Such was the view of Lucretius in ancient Rome and Epicurus in preChristian Greece, and it is the view of scientific atheists today.
The faith of Abraham and his descendants is different. God, we believe, is beyond nature, because He
created nature. And because He made us in His image, there is something in us that is beyond nature also. We are
free. We are creative. We can conceive of possibilities that have not yet existed, and act so as to make them real. We
can adapt to our environment, but we can also adapt our environment to us. Like every other animal we have
desires, but unlike any other animal we are capable of standing outside our desires and choosing which to satisfy
and which not. We can distinguish between what is and what ought to be. We can ask the question “Why?”
After the Flood God was reconciled to human nature and vowed never again to destroy the world (Gen. 8-9).
Yet He wanted humanity to know that there is something beyond nature. That is why He chose Abraham and his
descendants as His “witnesses”.12
Not by accident were Abraham-and-Sarah, Isaac-and-Rebekah, and Jacob-and-Rachel, unable to have
children by natural means. Nor was it mere happenstance that God promised the holy land to a landless people. He
chose Moses, the man who said, “I am not a man of words,” to be the bearer of His word. When Moses spoke God’s
words, people knew they were not his own.
God promised two things to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob: children and a land. Throughout history, most
people at most times have taken children and a land for granted. They are part of nature. They constitute the two
most basic natural drives: the Darwinian imperative and the territorial
imperative. All animals have children, and many have their own territory
that they mark and defend.
Jews – one of the world’s smallest people – have rarely been able

“Throughout history,
most people at most times
have taken children and a
land for granted.”

to take children for granted. Abraham’s first recorded words to God were: “O Lord God, what can you give me
seeing that I go childless?” and even today we ask, Will we have Jewish grandchildren? Nor have they been able to
take their land for granted. They were often surrounded by enemies larger and more powerful than themselves. For
many centuries they suffered exile. Even today they find the State of Israel’s very right to be called into question in a
way that applies to no other sovereign people. As David Ben-Gurion said, “In Israel, to be a realist you have to
believe in miracles.”

12

Isaiah 43:10-12; 44:8.
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Isaac and Jacob were not men of nature: the field, the hunt, the gladiatorial game of predator-and-prey.
They were not Ishmael and Esau, people who could survive by their own strength and skill. They were men who
needed God’s spirit to survive. Israel is the people who in themselves testify to something beyond themselves.
Jews have consistently shown that you can make a contribution to humanity out of all proportion to your
numbers, and that a small nation can outlive every empire that sought its destruction. They have shown that a
nation is strong when it cares for the weak, and rich when it cares for the poor. Jews are the people through whom
God has shown that the human spirit can rise above nature, testifying that there is something real that transcends
nature.
That is a life-changing idea. We are as great as our
ideals. If we truly believe in something beyond ourselves, we will
achieve beyond ourselves.

LIFE-CHANGING IDEA #6

You are as great as your ideals. If you
truly believe in something beyond
yourself, you will achieve beyond
yourself.

Shabbat shalom,

LIFE-CHANGING IDEAS IN SEFER BEREISHIT
• BEREISHIT: God believes in us even if we don’t always believe in ourselves. Remember this, and you will find the path
from darkness to light.
• NOACH: Next time you meet someone radically unlike you, try seeing difference not as a threat but as an enlarging,
possibility-creating gift.
• LECH LECHA: Follow the inner voice, as did those who came before you, continuing their journey by bringing timeless
values to a rapidly-changing world.
• VAYERA: First separate, then connect; it is the carefully calibrated distance that allows us to grow as individuals and
create stronger relationships together.
• CHAYEI SARAH: To survive tragedy and trauma, first build the future. Only then, remember the past.
• TOLDOT: You are as great as your ideals. If you truly believe in something beyond yourself, you will achieve beyond
yourself.
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