בס”ד

נא לא לדבר בשעת התפילה
PLEASE NO CONVERSATION DURING SERVICES
WEEKDAY DAVENING INFORMATION

שבת פרשת נשא
SHABBAT PARSHAT NASO
9 SIVAN/JUNE 3
Haftorah is Judges 13:2-25. No צדקתך צדק.
Pirkei Avot Chapter 1. Final time for Kiddush
Levanah of Sivan is the entire night of
Thursday, June 8 (15 Sivan).
FRIDAY NIGHT
EARLIEST CANDLES - 6:50 PM
MINCHA - 7:00 PM
CANDLE LIGHTING - 8:05 PM
TZAIT - 9:08 PM
SATURDAY
HASHKAMA/YOUTH - 8:20 AM
SHACHARIT MAIN - 9:00 AM
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:10 AM
GEMARA SHIUR - 6:50 PM
MINCHA - 7:50 PM
SHKIA - 8:24 PM
MAARIV/HAVDALAH - 9:09 PM
—————
BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN
ANNOUNCEMENT (BY 7:00 PM
WEDNESDAY) OR DEDICATE A
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO),
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM.
CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909
201-797-0502
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG
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Earliest Talit

4:15 AM

4:14 AM
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4:13 AM

4:13 AM

Shacharit

8:15 AM

6:15 AM

6:25 AM

6:25 AM

6:15 AM

6:25 AM

Gedolah

1:32 PM

1:33 PM

1:33 PM

1:33 PM

1:33 PM

1:34 PM

Mincha (Sun/Fri)
- Maariv

8:10 PM

8:10 PM

8:10 PM

8:10 PM

8:10 PM

7:00 PM

Shkia

8:24 PM

8:25 PM

8:26 PM

8:26 PM

8:27 PM

Tzait

9:09 PM

9:10 PM

9:11 PM

9:11 PM

9:12 PM

Kiddush is sponsored by Chana & Rabbi Shestack in honor of
their daughter Nava Tehilla ()נאוה תהלה.
יגדלה לתורה ולחופה ולמעשים טובים
May they raise her to Torah, marriage and good deeds.

Youth Shabbat and Graduation Kiddush
are Shabbat, June 10. Come enjoy our
young men taking over the main minyon,
followed by a great kiddush. Kiddush
Sponsorship is just $36 per graduate. To
sponsor just email seplotnick@gmail.com with each graduate’s name,
school, and her or his degree and major if graduating from college.
[Note that bulletin sponsorship announcing graduations are only
available in addition to Graduation Kiddush sponsorship, but not in lieu
thereof.] Graduates so far: Rachel Lang (BSN, Rutgers School of
Nursing), Leah Katter (Solomon Schechter Elementary School),
Rebekah Katter (Solomon Schechter Middle School), Daniel
Mazover (Frisch), Deborah Riskin (Frisch),
Chana Shestack (MS, Talmud, Yeshiva
University’s Graduate Program for Advanced
Talmudic Studies), Haim Tawil (MDS, Rutgers
Orthodontics, with a Certificate in Orthodontics)
and Ben Wechsler (Yavneh Academy).

Rabbi Ely Shestack

President Aryeh Brenenson
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Fair Lawn Shul Events
New JLI Course: "SURVIVAL OF A
NATION", beginning Sunday, May 21,
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM, ANSHEI
LUBAVITCH. For info email
RabbiBergstein@FLChabad.com.

Kiddush Information
If you are in attendance when the
Rabbi says “”על המחיה, your
assistance in clean up would be
appreciated.
Kiddush setup for this Shabbat:
Greene, Weinraub, Banner
Kiddush setup for next Shabbat:
Rein, Sokoloff, Wigod
To sponsor a Kiddush
($1000/$613/$318 plus scotch) send
an email to gplotnick@aol.com.

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה
Youth Program
Groups for
children ages 5-12
begin at 10:15 AM in
the Beit Midrash, and
children under five are welcome to be
in the next door playroom (if
accompanied by an adult).
Youth leaders this Shabbat are Serena
Freund & Matthew Levine.
Parents, please ensure that your
children are in groups or with you at
all times.
NO FOOD ALLOWED DURING
GROUPS!

Adult Education
CHUMASH CLASS - Shabbat
morning before Shacharit.
RETIREES’ SHIUR - Mondays, at
1:00 PM.
WEEKNIGHT GEMARA SHIUR On Summer Hiatus.
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH
THOUGHT - After Kiddush,
discussing Reward and
Punishment (Part 1).

There will be a special shiur given by Rabbi
Dovid Komet, Sunday morning, 9:00 AM, on
June 25, to commemorate the first yahrzeit
(23rd of Sivan) of his father, Howie
Kometע”ה. Sharcharit will begin at 8:00
AM. The shiur will be given in the David
Schwitzer ע”הSocial Hall, accompanied by a
light breakfast. May his neshama have an
aliya.

Ahavat Achim Future Events
June 6 - Soup kitchen/homeless shelter
volunteer night, 6:15 PM to 9:00 PM.
Contact Eli to volunteer at
eligreenbaum@yahoo.com
June 10 - Youth Shabbat/Graduation
Kiddush
Jun 17 - Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by
Eli Zezon in memory of ברוך מפציר בן
 שמואל נלב"ע כ"ד סיון תשנ”טand
Irene Komet in memory of Howie ע”ה
צבי הירש בן שמואל
June 20 - Membership Meeting at 8:45
PM (following Maariv)
July 15 - Siyum Bava Batra at Suedah
Shlishit
Aug. 26 - Kiddush sponsored by the
Sonnenblick family in honor of Avi's
Aufruf and upcoming marriage to Tova
Medetsky
Feb. 10 - Yachad Shabbaton

We hope you will join us for a communal lunch after kiddish,
Shabbat, June 17, in the David Schwitzer social hall. The cost will
be $18 per person (12 and over), $10 for children 5 to 11, and
under 5 are free. Please RSVP to Randi, and let her know if you
can help supplement our catered meal with a crockpot dish, at
randi.spier@gmail.com or (201) 777-0731. Hope to see everyone
for lunch!!!
You can help Ahavat Achim's finances and it won't cost you a
cent! Just make your regular Amazon purchases via this link:
https://smile.amazon.com/. After a one-time set up
designating Congregation Ahavat Achim of Fair Lawn as your
preferred charity, nothing more for you to do except make
your regular Amazon purchases.
•
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to Ahavat Achim.
•
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same
products, same prices, same service.

Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission
of the Office of Rabbi Sacks) in memory of her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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The Pursuit of Peace
Naso 2017 / 5777
The parsha of Naso seems, on the face of it, to be a heterogeneous collection of utterly unrelated
items. First there is the account of the Levitical families of Gershon and Merari and their tasks in
carrying parts of the Tabernacle when the Israelites journeyed. Then, after two brief laws about
removing unclean people from the camp and about restitution, there comes the strange ordeal of the
Sotah, the woman suspected by her husband of adultery.
Next comes the law of the Nazirite, the person who voluntarily and usually for a fixed period took
on himself special holiness restrictions, among them the renunciation of wine and grape products, of
haircuts, and of defilement by contact with a dead body.
This is followed, again seemingly with no connection, by one of the oldest prayers in the world still
in continuous use: the priestly blessings. Then, with inexplicable repetitiousness, comes the account of
the gifts brought by the princes of each tribe at the dedication of the Tabernacle, a series of long
paragraphs repeated no less than twelve times, since each prince brought an identical offering.
Why does the Torah spend so much time describing an event that could have been stated far more
briefly by naming the princes and then simply telling us generically that each brought a silver dish, a
silver basin and so on? The question that overshadows all others, though, is: what is the logic of this
apparently disconnected series?

The Pursuit of Peace
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The answer lies in the last word of the priestly blessing: shalom, peace. In a long analysis the 15th
century Spanish Jewish commentator Rabbi Isaac Arama explains that shalom does not mean merely
the absence of war or strife. It means completeness, perfection, the harmonious working of a complex
system, integrated diversity, a state in which everything is in its proper place and all is at one with the
physical and ethical laws governing the universe.
“Peace is the thread of grace issuing from Him, may He be exalted, stringing together all beings,
supernal, intermediate, and lower. It underlies and sustains the reality and unique existence of
each” (Akedat Yitzhak, ch. 74).
Similarly, Isaac Abarbanel writes, “That is why God is called peace, because it is He who binds the
world together and orders all things according to their particular character and posture. For when
things are in their proper order, peace will reign” (Abarbanel, Commentary to Avot 2:12).
This is a concept of peace heavily dependent on the vision of Genesis 1, in which God brings
order out of tohu va-vohu, chaos, creating a world in which each object and life form has its place.
Peace exists where each element in the system is valued as a vital part of the system as a whole and
where there is no discord between them. The various
provisions of parshat Naso are all about bringing peace
in this sense.
The most obvious case is that of the Sotah, the

“Peace exists where each
element in the system is valued
as a vital part of the system as a
whole and where there is no
discord between them.”

woman suspected by her husband of adultery. What struck the sages most forcibly about the ritual of
the Sotah is the fact that it involved obliterating the name of God, something strictly forbidden under
other circumstances. The officiating priest recited a curse including God’s name, wrote it on a
parchment scroll, and then dissolved the writing into specially prepared water. The sages inferred from
this that God was willing to renounce His own honour, allowing His name to be effaced “in order to
make peace between husband and wife” by clearing an innocent woman from suspicion. Though the
ordeal was eventually abolished by Rabban Johanan ben Zakkai after the destruction of the Second
Temple, the law served as a reminder as to how important domestic peace is in the Jewish scale of
values.
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The passage relating to the Levitical families of Gershon and Merari signals that they were given a
role of honour in transporting items of the Tabernacle during the people’s journeys through the
wilderness. Evidently they were satisfied with this honour, unlike the family of Kehat, detailed at the
end of last week’s parsha, one of whose number, Korach, eventually instigated a rebellion against
Moses and Aaron.
Likewise, the long account of the offerings of the princes of the twelve tribes is a dramatic way of
indicating that each was considered important enough to merit its own passage in the Torah. People
will do destructive things if they feel slighted, and not given their due role and recognition. Again the
case of Korach and his allies is the proof of this. By giving the Levitical families and the princes of the
tribes their share of honour and attention, the Torah is telling us how important it is to preserve the
harmony of the nation by honouring all.
The case of the Nazirite is in some ways the most interesting. There is an internal conflict within
Judaism between, on the one hand, a strong emphasis on the equal dignity of everyone in the eyes of
God, and the existence of a religious elite in the form of the tribe of Levi in general and the cohanim,
the priests, in particular. It seems that the law of the Nazirite was a way of opening up the possibility to
non-Cohanim of a special sanctity close to, though not precisely identical with, that of the Cohanim
themselves. This too is a way of avoiding the damaging resentments that can occur when people find
themselves excluded by birth from certain forms of status within the community.
If this analysis is correct, then a single theme binds the laws and narrative of this parsha: the
theme of making special efforts to preserve or restore peace between people. Peace is easily damaged
and hard to repair. Much of the rest of the book of
Bamidbar is a set of variations on the theme of
internal dissension and strife. So has Jewish history
been as a whole.

“Peace is easily damaged and hard
to repair. Much of the rest of the
book of Bamidbar is a set of
variations on the theme of internal
dissension and strife. So has
Jewish history been as a whole.”

Naso tells us that we have to go the extra mile in
bringing peace between husband and wife, between leaders of the community, and among laypeople
who aspire to a more-than-usual state of sanctity.
It is no accident therefore that the priestly blessings end – as do the vast majority of Jewish prayers
– with a prayer for peace. Peace, said the rabbis, is one of the names of God himself, and Maimonides
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writes that the whole Torah was given to make peace in the world (Laws of Hanukah 4:14). Naso is a
series of practical lessons in how to ensure, as far as possible, that everyone feels recognised and
respected, and that suspicion is defused and dissolved.
We have to work for peace as well as pray for it.

A New Shavuot Shiur
from Rabbi Sacks
Watch “Shavuot: The Torah of Kindness and Truth”,
a new video shiur from Rabbi Sacks, available at
www.rabbisacks.org/shavuot5777/

The Koren Sacks Shavuot Mahzor
From the receiving of the Torah to the exploration of
the Megillat Ruth, Shavuot stands in contrast to other
Festivals, in its stark simplicity. In this beautiful Shavuot
Mahzor, Rabbi Sacks explores the themes unique to the
day, bringing out the meaning of the customs and texts
with his brilliant insights.
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