בס”ד

נא לא לדבר בשעת התפילה
PLEASE NO CONVERSATION DURING SERVICES

שבת פרשת בהעלותך
SHABBAT PARSHAT B'HAALOTECHA
16 SIVAN/JUNE 10
Haftorah is Zechariah 2:14-4:7. Pirkei Avot
Chapter 2.
FRIDAY NIGHT
EARLIEST CANDLES - 6:53 PM
MINCHA - 7:00 PM
CANDLE LIGHTING - 8:09 PM
TZAIT - 9:12 PM
SATURDAY
HASHKAMA/YOUTH - N/A
SHACHARIT MAIN - 9:00 AM
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:10 AM
GEMARA SHIUR - 6:55 PM
MINCHA - 7:55 PM
SHKIA - 8:28 PM
MAARIV/HAVDALAH - 9:13 PM
—————
BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN
ANNOUNCEMENT (BY 7:00 PM
WEDNESDAY) OR DEDICATE A
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO),
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM.
CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909
201-797-0502
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG

Sunday
(6/11)

Monday
(6/12)

Tuesday
(6/13)

Wednesday Thursday
(6/14)
(6/15)

Friday
(6/16)

Earliest Talit

4:12 AM

4:12 AM

4:12 AM

4:12 AM

4:12 AM

4:12 AM

Shacharit

8:15 AM

6:15 AM

6:25 AM

6:25 AM

6:15 AM

6:25 AM

Gedolah

1:34 PM

1:34 PM

1:34 PM

1:35 PM

1:35 PM

1:35 PM

Mincha (Sun/Fri)
- Maariv

8:15 PM

8:15 PM

8:15 PM

8:15 PM

8:15 PM

7:05 PM

Shkia

8:29 PM

8:29 PM

8:29 PM

8:30 PM

8:30 PM

Tzait

9:14 PM

9:14 PM

9:14 PM

9:15 PM

9:15 PM

Welcome to our Youth Shabbat, and enjoy the
Graduation Kiddush in honor of Ezra Baron
(Yeshivat Noam), Josef Goldberg (Glen Rock
High School), Leah Katter (Solomon Schechter
Elementary School), Rebekah Katter (Solomon Schechter Middle
School), Yael Komet (Reenas Bais Yaakov), Rachel Lang (BSN,
Rutgers School of Nursing), Daniel Mazover (Frisch), Deborah
Riskin (Frisch), Natan Santacruz (NYU Nursing School), Sara
Santacruz (BA, Psychology, Rutgers), Chana Shestack (MS, Talmud,
Yeshiva University’s Graduate Program for Advanced Talmudic Studies),
Sigal Ora Slasky (Kindergarten Yavneh Academy),
Haim Tawil (MDS, Rutgers Orthodontics, Certificate in
Orthodontics) and Ben Wechsler (Yavneh Academy).
Mazel Tov to Elyce & Steve Smedresman on the
engagement of Jordan to Heather Auerbach. May the
beautiful couple be elevated in the building of a faithful
house of Israel. יעלה הזיבוג יפה ביבנו בית נאמן בישראל
Mazel Tov to Dina & Elliot Greene on the engagement
of Jennifer to Gary Wexler. May the beautiful couple be
elevated in the building of a faithful house of Israel.
יעלה הזיבוג יפה ביבנו בית נאמן בישראל
Mazel Tov to Joan & Barry Goldberg on the engagement of
their daughter Leah to Daniel Lazarus. May the beautiful
couple be elevated in the building of a faithful house of Israel.
יעלה הזיבוג יפה ביבנו בית נאמן בישראל

Rabbi Ely Shestack

President Aryeh Brenenson
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Fair Lawn Shul Events
New JLI Course: "SURVIVAL OF A
NATION", beginning Sunday, May 21,
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM, ANSHEI
LUBAVITCH. For info email
RabbiBergstein@FLChabad.com.

Kiddush Information
If you are in attendance when the
Rabbi says “”על המחיה, your
assistance in clean up would be
appreciated.
Kiddush setup for this Shabbat:
Sokoloff, Rein, Wigod
Kiddush setup for next Shabbat:
Agress, Ben-Biniyamin, Shanblatt
To sponsor a Kiddush
($1000/$613/$318 plus scotch) send
an email to gplotnick@aol.com.

Adult Education
CHUMASH CLASS - Shabbat
morning before Shacharit.
RETIREES’ SHIUR - Mondays, at
1:00 PM.
WEEKNIGHT GEMARA SHIUR On Summer Hiatus.
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH
THOUGHT - After Kiddush,
discussing Reward and
Punishment (Part 2).

There will be a special shiur given by
Rabbi Dovid Komet, Sunday
morning, 9:00 AM, on June 25, to
commemorate the first yahrzeit (23rd
of Sivan) of his father, Howie
Kometע”ה. Sharcharit will begin at
8:00 AM. The shiur will be given in
the David Schwitzer ע”הSocial Hall,
accompanied by a light breakfast.
May his neshama have an aliya.

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה
Youth Program
Groups for children
ages 5-12 begin at 10:15
AM in the Beit Midrash,
and children under five are welcome to
be in the next door playroom (if
accompanied by an adult).
NO YOUTH GROUPS THIS
SHABBAT.
Parents, please ensure that your
children are in groups or with you at
all times.
NO FOOD ALLOWED DURING
GROUPS!

Book Club
July 1 - The Tea Girl
of Hummingbird
Lane by Lisa See.
Subsequent book will
be Call Me Home by
Megan Kruse.

Ahavat Achim Future Events
Jun 17 - Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by
Eli Zezon in memory of ברוך מפציר בן
 שמואל נלב"ע כ"ד סיון תשנ”טand
Irene Komet in memory of Howie ע”ה
צבי הירש בן שמואל
June 20 - Membership Meeting at 8:45
PM (following Maariv)
July 15 - Siyum Bava Batra at Suedah
Shlishit
Aug. 26 - Kiddush sponsored by the
Sonnenblick family in honor of Avi's
Aufruf and upcoming marriage to Tova
Medetsky
Oct. 6 - Kiddush is sponsored by the
Winchester family on the Yarhtzeit of
Steve’s mother Helen Winchester, Miriam
Hendl bas Shimonע”ה
Feb. 10 - Yachad Shabbaton

We hope you will join us for a communal lunch
welcoming our newest members and associates
after kiddish, Shabbat, June 17, in the David
Schwitzer social hall. The cost will be $18 per
person (12 and over), $10 for children 5 to 11, and
under 5 are free. Please RSVP to Randi, and let
her know if you can help supplement our catered
meal with a crockpot dish, at randi.spier@gmail.com or (201) 777-0731.
Hope to see everyone for lunch!!!
You can help Ahavat Achim's finances and it won't cost you
a cent! Just make your regular Amazon purchases via this
link: https://smile.amazon.com/. After a one-time set up
designating Congregation Ahavat Achim of Fair Lawn as
your preferred charity, nothing more for you to do except
make your regular Amazon purchases.
•
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Ahavat Achim.
•
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.
Same products, same prices, same service.

Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission
of the Office of Rabbi Sacks) in memory of her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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Leadership Beyond Despair
Beha’alotecha 2017 / 5777
Tanakh, the Hebrew Bible, is remarkable for the extreme realism with which it portrays human
character. Its heroes are not superhuman. Its non-heroes are not archetypal villains. The best have
failings; the worst often have saving virtues. I know of no other religious literature quite like it.
This makes it very difficult to use biblical narrative to teach a simple, black-and-white
approach to ethics. And that – argued R. Zvi Hirsch Chajes (Mevo ha-Aggadot) – is why rabbinic
midrash often systematically re-interprets the narrative so that the good become all-good and the
bad all-bad. For sound educational reasons, Midrash paints the moral life in terms of black and
white.
Yet the plain sense remains (“A biblical passage never loses its plain interpretation”, Shabbat
63a), and it is important that we do not lose sight of it. It is as if monotheism brought into being at
the same time a profound humanism. God in the Hebrew Bible is nothing like the gods of myth.
They were half-human, half-divine. The result was that in the epic literature of pagan cultures,
human heroes were seen as almost like gods: semi-divine.
In stark contrast, monotheism creates a total distinction between God and humanity. If God is
wholly God, then human beings can be seen as wholly human – subtle, complex mixtures of
strength and weakness. We identify with the heroes of the Bible because, despite their greatness,
they never cease to be human, nor do they aspire to be anything else. Hence the phenomenon of
which the sedra of Beha’alotecha provides a shattering example: the vulnerability of some of the
greatest religious leaders of all time, to depression and despair.
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The context is familiar enough. The Israelites are
complaining about their food: “
The rabble among them began to crave other food,

“If God is wholly God, then human
beings can be seen as wholly
human – subtle, complex mixtures
of strength and weakness.”

and again the Israelites started wailing and said,
‘If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the
cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. But now we have lost our appetite; we never see
anything but this manna!’” (Num 11:4-6)
This is not a new story. We have heard it before (see for example Exodus 16). Yet on this
occasion, Moses experiences what one can only call a breakdown:
He asked the Lord, “Why have You brought this trouble on Your servant? What have I done to
displease You that You put the burden of all these people on me? Did I conceive all these people?
Did I give them birth? . . . I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is too heavy for
me. If this is how You are going to treat me, put me to death right now—if I have found favour in
Your eyes—and do not let me face my own ruin.” (Num. 11:11-15)
Moses prays for death! Nor is he the only person in Tanakh to do so. There are at least three
others. There is Elijah, when after his successful confrontation with the prophets of Baal at Mount
Carmel, Queen Jezebel issues a warrant that he be killed:
Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant
there, while he himself went a day’s journey into the desert. He came to a broom tree, sat down
under it and prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, Lord,” he said. “Take my life; I am no
better than my ancestors.” (I Kings 19:3-4)
There is Jonah, after God had forgiven the inhabitants of Nineveh:
Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. He prayed to the Lord, “O Lord, is this not
what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that
you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who
relents from sending calamity. Now, O Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than
to live.” (Jonah 4:1-3)
And there is Jeremiah, after the people fail to heed his message and publicly humiliate him:
“O Lord, You enticed me, and I was enticed; You overpowered me and prevailed. I am ridiculed
all day long; everyone mocks me . . . The word of the Lord has brought me insult and reproach
all day long . . . Cursed be the day I was born! May the day my mother bore me not be blessed!
Cursed be the man who brought my father the news, made him very glad, saying, “A child is
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born to you—a son!” . . . Why did I ever come out of the womb to see trouble and sorrow and to
end my days in shame?” (Jeremiah 20:7-18)
Lehavdil elef havdalot: no comparison is intended between the religious heroes of Tanakh and
political heroes of the modern world. They are different types, living in different ages, functioning
in different spheres. Yet we find a similar phenomenon in one of the great figures of the twentieth
century, Winston Churchill. Throughout much of his life he was prone to periods of acute
depression. He called it “the black dog”. He told his daughter, “I have achieved a great deal to
achieve nothing in the end”. He told a friend that “he prays every day for death”. In 1944 he told
his doctor, Lord Moran, that he kept himself from standing close to a train platform or overlooking
the side of a ship because he might be tempted to commit suicide: “A second’s desperation would
end everything”.1
Why are the greatest so often haunted by a sense of failure? Storr, in the book mentioned
above, offers some compelling psychological insights. But at the simplest level we see certain
common features, at least among the biblical prophets: a passionate drive to change the world,
combined with a deep sense of personal inadequacy. Moses says, “Who am I . . . that I should lead
the Israelites out of Egypt?” (Ex. 3:11). Jeremiah says: “I cannot speak: I am only a child” (Jer.
1:6). Jonah tries to flee from his mission. The very sense of responsibility that leads a prophet to
heed the call of God can lead him to blame himself
when the people around him do not heed the same
call.
Yet it is that same inner voice that ultimately
holds the cure. The prophet does not believe in

“The very sense of responsibility
that leads a prophet to heed the
call of God can lead him to blame
himself when the people around
him do not heed the same call.”

himself: he believes in God. He does not undertake to lead because he sees himself as a leader, but
because he sees a task to be done and no one else willing to do it. His greatness lies not within
himself but beyond himself: in his sense of being summoned to a task that must be done however
inadequate he knows himself to be.
Despair can be part of leadership itself. For when the prophet sees himself reviled, rebuked,
criticised; when his words fall on stony ground; when he sees people listening to what they want to
hear, not what they need to hear – that is when the last layers of self are burned away, leaving only
the task, the mission, the call. When that happens, a new greatness is born. It now no longer
matters that the prophet is unpopular and unheeded. All that matters is the work and the One who
has summoned him to it. That is when the prophet arrives at the truth stated by Rabbi Tarfon: “It
is not for you to complete the task, but neither are you free to stand aside from it” (Avot 2:16).

1

These quotes are taken from Churchill’s Black Dog by Anthony Storr.
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Again without seeking to equate the sacred and the secular, I end with some words spoken by
Theodore Roosevelt (in a speech to students at the Sorbonne, Paris, 23 April 1910), which sum up
both the challenge and the consolation of leadership in cadences of timeless eloquence:
It is not the critic who counts, Not the man who points out
how the strong man stumbles, Or where the doer of deeds
could actually have done them better. The credit belongs to

“Leadership in a noble
cause can bring despair.
But it also is the cure.”

the man who is actually in the arena, Whose face is marred
by dust and sweat and blood, Who strives valiantly, Who errs and comes short again and again
– Because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; But who does actually strive to do
the deeds, Who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions, Who spends himself in a worthy
cause, Who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, And who, at the worst,
if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, So that his place shall never be with those cold and
timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.
Leadership in a noble cause can bring despair. But it also is the cure.

Shabbat Shalom
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Congratulations to Our Graduates !!!
Ezra Baron – Yeshivat Noam
Josef Goldberg – Glen Rock High School
Leah Katter – Solomon Schechter Elementary School
Rebekah Katter – Solomon Schechter Middle School
Yael Komet – Reenas Bais Yaakov
Rachel Lang - BSN Rutgers School of Nursing
Daniel Mazover – Frisch
Deborah Riskin – Frisch
Natan Santacruz – NYU Nursing School
Sara Santacruz – Rutgers BA Psychology
Chana Shestack – MS Talmud Yeshiva University’s Graduate
Program for Advanced Talmudic Studies
Sigal Ora Slasky – Yavneh Academy Kindergarten
Haim Tawil – MDS Rutgers Orthodontics
Ben Wechsler – Yavneh Academy

