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 שבת פרשת מטות ומסעי
SHABBAT PARSHAT MATOT/MASEI  

28 TAMUZ/JULY 22
Haftorah is  Jeremiah 2:4-28  and 3:4  .(שמעו) 
We bless the month of Av. Do not say either 
.Pirkei Avot Chap. 2 .אב הרחמים or א≠ל מלא  

FRIDAY NIGHT 
EARLIEST CANDLES - 6:51 PM 
MINCHA - 7:00 PM  
CANDLE LIGHTING - 8:04 PM 
TZAIT - 9:08 PM 

SATURDAY
HASHKAMA/YOUTH - 8:20 AM 
SHACHARIT MAIN - 9:00 AM 
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:23 AM 
GEMARA SHIUR - 6:50 PM
MINCHA - 7:50 PM
SHKIA - 8:22 PM
MAARIV/HAVDALAH - 9:07 PM

————— 

BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN 
ANNOUNCEMENT (BY 7:00 PM 
WEDNESDAY) OR DEDICATE A 
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO), 
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM.

CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD 
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909 
201-797-0502 
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG

 
————— 

Molad for Av is Sunday, July 23, 10:00 
PM & 14 Chalokim.

Sunday  
(7/23)

Monday 
(7/24)

Tuesday 
(7/25)

Wednesday 
(7/26)

Thursday 
(7/27)

Friday  
(7/28)

Earliest Talit 4:36 AM 4:37 AM 4:39 AM 4:40 AM 4:41 AM 4:42 AM

Shacharit 8:15 AM 6:00 AM 6:25 AM 6:25 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM

Gedolah 1:39 PM 1:39 PM 1:39 PM 1:39 PM 1:39 PM 1:39 PM

Mincha - Maariv 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 7:00 PM

Shkia 8:21 PM 8:20 PM 8:19 PM 8:18 PM 8:17 PM

Tzait 9:06 PM 9:05 PM 9:04 PM 9:03 PM 9:02 PM

Fair Lawn Mikvah Renovation 
Project Kickoff  Event. For almost three 
decades the Fair Lawn Mikvah has helped 
enhance and elevate the Kedusha and 
Tahara of  our community. The renovation, 
beautification and upkeep of  our Mikvah is 
the responsibility of  all of  us. To help raise 
the much needed funds for the upkeep and future renovations of  our 
community Mikvah, there will be a kickoff  event on Sunday, August 13, 
7:00 PM, at Shomrei Torah. The evening will include a delicious fleishig 
buffet dinner catered by Ma'adan and a night out with Soul Farm. The 
event is free with a sponsorship. The level of  sponsors are: $350 per 
person, $500 per couple, or $1000 per couple who will be recognized 
with their name on a plaque at the entrance of  the Mikvah. Don't delay 
in making your reservation since we are limited to 75 people. All three 
sponsorship options also enable you to attend our Mikvah Gala Evening 
which is being planned for November 5. For more information contact 
Dossy Brandstatter at 201-401-2386 or mikvahfairlawn@gmail.com. To 
RSVP and sponsor online, visit  www.shomrei-torah.org/event/
mikvahkickoffevent. 

Mazel tov to Rose & Ron Dworkis on the engagement of  
Sharon to Adam Brooks. 

 יעלה הזיווג יפה ויבנו בית נאמן בישראל
May the beautiful couple be elevated in the building of  a 
faithful house of  Israel.

http://www.ahavatachim.org
http://www.ahavatachim.org


 

Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission 
of  the Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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Kiddush Information
If  you are in attendance when the 

Rabbi says “על המחיה”, your 
assistance in clean up would be 
appreciated. 
Kiddush setup for this Shabbat: 

Gorelik, Greenbaum, Wechsler 
Kiddush setup for next Shabbat:               

Bernstein, Goldstein, Infield 
To sponsor a Kiddush 

($1000/$613/$318 plus scotch) send 
an email to gplotnick@aol.com. 

Community Events
Aug. 6 - Peak-Of-The-Summer 

BBQ, hosted at DARCHEI NOAM. 
[Rain date if  necessary is August 13.] 
For more info, contact Oren Kravetz 
at okravetz@outlook.com.  

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה

Youth Program
YOUTH GROUPS 

RESUME IN THE FALL 
(TOT SHABBAT STILL 
IN THE PLAYROOM).  

Parents, ensure that your children are 
in groups or with you at all times. 
NO FOOD ALLOWED DURING 

GROUPS! 

Adult Education  

CHUMASH CLASS - Shabbat 
morning before Shacharit. 
GEMARA SHIUR with Rabbi Josh 

Abramson - One Hour Before Mincha 
on Shabbat. 
RETIREES’ SHIUR - Resumes 

August 7. 
WEEKNIGHT GEMARA SHIUR - 

On Summer Hiatus. 
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH 

THOUGHT - After Kiddush, but on 
hiatus this Shabbat. 
LEARNING ON THE LAWN, Pirkei 

Avot Monthly Shiur. 

Ahavat Achim Future Events
July 30 - Rabbi Moshe Tzvi Weinberg 

shiur between Mincha & Maariv in 
memory of  Cheryl Wigodע”ה 
Aug. 26 - Kiddush sponsored by the 

Sonnenblick family in honor of  Avi's 
Aufruf  and upcoming marriage to Tova 
Medetsky 
Sept. 16 - Seudat Shilishit sponsored by 

the Agress family on Yahrzeit of  Amy’s 
father Ha'Rav Yisroel Yehuda Ben 
Ephraim Michal Ha'Levi Pruzanskyז”ל. 
Oct. 6 - Kiddush is sponsored by the 

Winchester family on the Yarhtzeit of  
Steve’s mother Helen Winchester, Miriam 
Hendl bas Shimonע”ה 
Nov. 18 - Andrew Wechsler Bar Mitzvah 
Feb. 10 - Yachad Shabbaton 

Book Club
Want to read ahead, the 

next book will be 
A Gentleman in Moscow 
by Amor Towles. 

Points To Ponder  
Feel free to approach the Rabbi or fellow congregants for answers to any of  the questions 
(2nd Aliyah) What 2 mitzvot that we still keep basically the same way 

today are found in this aliyah? 
(3rd Aliyah) What are the two things that the 

tribes of  Reuben and Gad want to build before 
following the rest of  Israel over the Jordan 
River? In what order do they mention it? What 
does this indicate about their priorities? 

(6th Aliyah) What’s the primary purpose of  
"Ir Miklat" and what is the secondary purpose?  

(7th Aliyah) What story concludes Sefer 
Bamidbar? Why?

mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
mailto:gplotnick@aol.com


SUPPORT YOUR SHUL

Donate a Sefer, etc. 
The shul has Siddurim & Machzorim ($36) 
and Chumashim ($54) available to be 
donated.  Please contact Jeff  Safier at 
robynsafier@gmail.com for details. 

Yahrzeit Plaques 
Memorialize a loved one with a plaque for 
$300 for members and $450 for non-
members. We will also endeavor to send you  
written notice of  an upcoming yahrzeit, 
mention your loved one’s name during the 
public Yizkor and list the yahrzeit in the 
Bulletin once a year. For more information, 
contact Sophie Infield at 791-5518.  

Scrip
Scrip is available from Men’s Club. Email 
David at dmgarfunkel@gmail.com. Pay 
using Paypal (treasurer@ahavatachim.org) 
or use Discover, MasterCard or Visa - email 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org for details. 

Mishebayrach
If  you’ve made a Mishebayrach you’ve 
pledged to give Tzedakah on behalf  of  
those for whom you asked Hashem's 
blessing. Contributions to the shul are 
appropriate and can be made via Paypal to 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org, or via 
MasterCard, Visa or Discover by sending 
info to Steve Winchester (contact him at 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org).  If  by check 
indicate on its face “Aliyah Donation.” 

David Schwitzerע”ה Social Hall
Please contact Ben Lang at 
bmmnpl@aol.com  to book the David 
Schwitzerע”ה Social Hall for an event or 
special occasion. $250 per simcha 
(members) / $500 paid in advance for non-
members, plus the cost of  any additional 
clean up (plus a $150 security deposit 
refunded when the social hall is returned in 
the condition it started in). Private caterers 
must be approved in advance by the Rabbi.  

Sisterhood & Men’s Club 
Please contact Elliot Greene at 
egreene@acm.org to join the Men’s Club.  
To join Sisterhood, please contact Shelly at 
sewinchester58@gmail.com or Renee at 
reneeafreund@yahoo.com.  

Honoraria 
Contributions to acquire honoraria in 
memory or honor of  a loved one are 
welcome.  The available Honoraria list will 
be provided upon request by contacting 
Steven Plotnick at  seplotnick@gmail.com. 

Mitzvah Cards
Want mitzvah cards, contact Eita Latkin at 
791-8940 or parentsof3@aol.com. Cost is 
$3 per card. Also can be ordered in bulk - 
ten cards for $25, which you send out 
yourself  privately. 
 

SUPPORT YOUR SHUL
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IN AV WE REMEMBER  . . . 

NAME
HEBREW 

DATE
CANDLE 

EVENING OF DEDICATOR RELATIONSHIP

Ella Horwitz 9 July 31 Hanna Lewinson Mother

Joseph Teitelbaum 11 August 2 Joyce Sperling Father

Ella Cahn 13 August 4 Audrey Bickel Great Aunt

Sidney Smedresman 13 August 4 Steve Smedresman Uncle

Abraham Graber 19 August 10 David Graber Father

Rose Pinchas 20 August 11 Naomi Graber Mother

Andrew Staub 20 August 11 Gloria Epstein Father

Sidney Sperling 22 August 13 Arnold Sperling Father

Helene Bonnie Amrani 22 August 13 Neil Amrani Mother

Gertrude Cooperwasser 23 August 14 Seymour Wigod Aunt

Frieda Jaffe 24 August 15 Sophie Infield Friend

Celia Levine 25 August 16 Naomi Levine Mother in Law

Celia Levine 25 August 16 Kenny Levine Grandmother

Claire Diamond 25 August 16 Lisa Eis Mother

Hetti Jacobs 29 August 20 Stacey Finkelstein Grandmother

Dave Molever 29 August 20 Lori Garfunkel Grandfather
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MISCELLANEOUS

Ahavat Achim Membership/
Hospitality
Please contact Arnie at aspier@verizon.net for 
details on membership. For Shabbat hospitality 
contact Melanie at mkwestel@gmail.com. 

Bikkur Cholim/Chesed Committee 
If  someone needs a visit/assistance, contact 
Sara Levine at saralevine06@gmail.com or 
Mary Lisa Katter at kenkatter541@gmail.com. 

Personal Announcements
Various life cycle events related to members 
are announced in the bulletin (e.g., births, bar 
and bat mitzvahs, weddings and deaths, as well 
as travel to/from Israel to study). We also 
welcome new members. Other personal 
announcements are not appropriate for 
inclusion, except as part of  the bulletin’s 
dedication (a $36 cost - $54 with photo). 
Thank you for your cooperation.  

Numbers & Info
ERUV UPDATE – By Email Only.  To 

subscribe, email fairlawneruv-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com or check the 
status at www.fairlawneruv.com. 
MIKVAH – 201-796-0350.  At Shomrei Torah, 

weekdays 9:00 PM–10:30 PM, Motzei Shabbat 
from 1 ¼ hours after Shabbat ends for 1½ hours. 
Kaylim Mikvah: Sunday 10 AM-3 PM 
TWITTER: AhavatAchimFL 
FACEBOOK: facebook.com/groups/

ahavat.achim/ 
INSTAGRAM: instagram.com/

ahavatachimfl/?hl=en  
FLICKR: flickr.com/photos/ahavatachim/

albums  

Shul Calendar
To add events to the shul calendar 

email Larry at lardavbern@gmail.com

"4

Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission of  the 
Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.

You can help Ahavat Achim's finances and it won't cost you a cent! 
Just make your regular Amazon purchases via this link: https://
smile.amazon.com/. After a one-time set up designating 
Congregation Ahavat Achim of  Fair Lawn as your preferred 
charity, nothing more for you to do except make your regular 
Amazon purchases.   
	 •	 Amazon will donate 0.5% of  the price 
of  your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Ahavat 
Achim. 
	 •	 AmazonSmile is the same Amazon 
you know. Same products, same prices, same service.

The Three Weeks  
(Adapted From the Ezras Torah Luach) 

The period between the Seventeenth of  Tamuz until after Tisha 
B'Av is called "בין המצרים" — “between the straits” (based upon 
the verse in Lamentations 1:3) because of  the multiple tragedies 
that have occurred to the Jewish people throughout the ages during 
these three weeks. Among the worst of  the tragedies are the 
destruction of  both Holy Temples, the end of  Jewish Sovereignty 
for almost 2,000 years, and the exile from Eretz Yisroel. The 
custom is for us to manifest some signs of  mourning during this 
period. Therefore, we do not make weddings or take haircuts 
during these three weeks. We do not make the Bracha שהחיינו (so 
as to avoid the Bracha שהחיינו  we do not eat a new fruit [unless 
that fruit would be unobtainable afterward] or purchase an 
expensive article of  clothing that would require the Bracha 
 during these three weeks [the custom is to make the ,שהחיינו
Bracha on Shabbat].

The Nine Days  
(Adapted from the Ezras Torah Luach) 

In addition to the rules for the Three Weeks (below), from Rosh Chodesh 
Av (starting Sunday night, July 23) until after Tisha B'Av we refrain from 
washing ourselves with warm or hot water. Only those who are feeble, 
extremely sensitive, or who must do so for medical reasons may wash 
with warm or hot water. We do not launder clothing until after Tisha 
B'Av. We do not wear clothing that was laundered before Rosh Chodesh, 
except on Shabbat. We do not drink wine or eat meat of  any kind, with 
the exception of  the feeble, sickly, or ill, who may eat poultry. We may eat 
meat and drink wine on Shabbat or while attending a Seudat Mitzvah, 
such as a Brit or the completion of  a Tractate of  Talmud.
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Ahavat Achim 
18-25 Saddle River Rd.  
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 

Rabbi Moshe Weinberg teaches in 
Yeshiva University’s Irving I. Stone 
Beit Midrash Program (SBMP), 
where he also serves as Mashgiach 
Ruchani. A Yeshiva University 
graduate, Rabbi Weinberg received 
semicha from Rabbi Zalman 
Nechemia Goldberg of  Jerusalem 
and is certified by the Center for 
Integrated Teacher Education. 
Rabbi Weinberg has worked as a 
Jewish educator for 13 years, and 
prev ious ly taught a t Torah 
Academy of  Bergen County and 
the Moriah School of  Englewood, 

b e fo re j o i n i n g t h e Ye s h i va 
University faculty five years ago. He 
has served as a scholar in residence 
in Jewish communities and college 
campuses across the country. He 
was recently appointed to the 
p o s i t i o n o f  M a s h p i a a t 
Congregation Beth Abraham in 
Bergenfield, NJ, where he lives with 
his family. He also teaches several 
days a week at Yeshivas Heichal 
Hatorah and is actively involved in 
their night seder program. More 
than 1,100 of  his recorded shiurim 
appear on yutorah.org.

RABBI MOSHE TZVI WEINBERG  
Sunday, July 30, Between Mincha (7:30 PM) & Maariv 

Light Refreshments Will Be Served After Maariv 

“Longing for Redemption in 2017: A Positive and Hopeful 
approach to Tisha B’Av” 

In Memory of Cheryl Wigodע”ה



 

The Prophetic Voice 
Matot-Masei 2017 / 5777 

 During the three weeks between 17 Tammuz and Tisha b’Av, as we recall the destruction of the 
Temples, we read three of the most searing passages in the prophetic literature, the first two from the 
opening of the book of Jeremiah, the third, next week, from the first chapter of Isaiah. 

 At perhaps no other time of the year are we so acutely aware of the enduring force of ancient Israel’s 
great visionaries. The prophets had no power. They were not kings or members of the royal court. They 
were (usually) not priests or members of the religious establishment. They held no office. They were not 
elected. Often they were deeply unpopular, none more so than 
the author of this week’s haftarah, Jeremiah, who was arrested, 
flogged, abused, put on trial and only narrowly escaped with 
his life. Only rarely were the prophets heeded in their lifetimes: 
the one clear exception was Jonah, and he spoke to non-Jews, 
the citizens of Nineveh. Yet their words were recorded for posterity and became a major feature of Tanakh, 
the Hebrew Bible. They were the world’s first social critics and their message continues through the 
centuries. As Kierkegaard almost said: when a king dies, his power ends; when a prophet dies his influence 
begins.  1

 What was distinctive about the prophet was not that he foretold the future. The ancient world was 
full of such people: soothsayers, oracles, readers of runes, shamans and other diviners, each of whom 
claimed inside track with the forces that govern fate and “shape our ends, rough-hew them how we will.” 

 Kierkegaard actually said: “The tyrant dies and his rule is over; the martyr dies and his rule begins.” Kierkegaard, Papers and Journals, 352.1
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“Prophets were the world’s 
first social critics and their 
message continues through 

the centuries.” 



 Judaism has no time for such people. The Torah bans one “who practices divination or sorcery, 
interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the 
dead” (Deut. 18:10-11). It disbelieves such practices because it believes in human freedom. The future is not 
pre-scripted. It depends on us and the choices we make. If a prediction comes true it has succeeded; if a 
prophecy comes true it has failed. The prophet tells of the 
future that will happen if we do not heed the danger and mend 
our ways. He (or she – there were seven biblical prophetesses) 
does not predict; he or she warns. 

 Nor was the prophet distinctive in blessing or cursing the people. That was Bilaam’s gift, not Isaiah’s 
or Jeremiah’s. In Judaism, blessing comes through priests not prophets. 

 Several things made the prophets unique. The first was his or her sense of history. The prophets 
were the first people to see God in history. We tend to take our sense of time for granted. Time happens. 
Time flows. As the saying goes, time is God’s way of keeping everything from happening at once. But 
actually there are several ways of relating to time and different civilisations have perceived it differently. 

 There is cyclical time: time as the slow turning of the seasons, or the cycle of birth, growth, decline 
and death. Cyclical time is time as it occurs in nature. Some trees have long lives; most fruit flies have short 
ones; but all that lives, dies. The species endures, individual members do not. Kohelet contains the most 
famous expression of cyclical time in Judaism: “The sun rises and the sun sets, and hurries back to where 
it rises. The wind blows to the south and turns to the north; round and round it goes, ever returning on its 
course … What has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun.” 

 Then there is linear time: time as an inexorable sequence of cause and effect. The French 
astronomer Pierre-Simon Laplace gave this idea its most famous expression in 1814 when he said that if 
you “know all forces that set nature in motion, and all positions of all items of which nature is composed,” 
together with all the laws of physics and chemistry, then “nothing would be uncertain and the future just 
like the past would be present” before your eyes. Karl Marx applied this idea to society and history. It is 
known as historical inevitability, and when transferred to the affairs of humankind it amounts to a massive 
denial of personal freedom. 

 Finally there is time as a mere sequence of events with no underlying plot or theme. This leads to 
the kind of historical writing pioneered by the scholars of ancient Greece, Herodotus and Thucydides. 

 Each of these has its place, the first in biology, the second in physics, the third in secular history, but 
none was time as the prophets understood it. The prophets saw time as the arena in which the great drama 
between God and humanity was played out, especially in the history of Israel. If Israel was faithful to its 
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“If a prediction comes true it 
has succeeded; if a prophecy 

comes true it has failed.” 



mission, its covenant, then it would flourish. If it was unfaithful it would fail. It would suffer defeat and 
exile. That is what Jeremiah never tired of telling his contemporaries. 

 The second prophetic insight was the unbreakable connection between monotheism and morality. 
Somehow the prophets sensed – it is implicit in all their words, though they do not explain it explicitly – 
that idolatry was not just false. It was also corrupting. It saw the universe as a multiplicity of powers that 
often clashed. The battle went to the strong. Might defeated right. The fittest survived while the weak 
perished. Nietzsche believed this, as did the social Darwinists. 

 The prophets opposed this with all their force. For them the power of God was secondary; what 
mattered was the righteousness of God. Precisely because God loved and had redeemed Israel, Israel owed 
Him loyalty as their sole ultimate sovereign, and if they were unfaithful to God they would also be 
unfaithful to their fellow humans. They would lie, rob, cheat: Jeremiah doubts whether there was one 
honest person in the whole of Jerusalem (Jer. 5:1). They would become sexually adulterous and 
promiscuous: “I supplied all their needs, yet they committed adultery and thronged to the houses of 
prostitutes. They are well-fed, lusty stallions, each neighing for another man’s wife” (Jer. 5:7-8). 

 Their third great insight was the primacy of ethics over politics. The prophets have surprisingly little 
to say about politics. Yes, Samuel was wary of monarchy but we find almost nothing in Isaiah or Jeremiah 
about the way Israel/Judah should be governed. Instead we hear a constant insistence that the strength of a 
nation – certainly of Israel/Judah – is not military or demographic but moral and spiritual. If the people 
keep faith with God and one another, no force on earth can 
defeat them. If they do not, no force can save them. As 
Jeremiah says in this week’s haftarah, they will discover too 
late that their false gods offered false comfort: 

 They say to wood, ‘You are my father,’ and to stone, 
‘You gave me birth.’ They have turned their backs to me and not their faces; yet when they are in trouble, 
they say, ‘Come and save us!’ Where then are the gods you made for yourselves? Let them come if they can 
save you when you are in trouble! For you have as many gods as you have towns, O Judah. (Jer. 2:27-28) 

 Jeremiah, the most passionate and tormented of all the prophets, has gone down in history as the 
prophet of doom. Yet this is unfair. He was also supremely a prophet of hope. He is the man who said that 
the people of Israel will be as eternal as the sun, moon and stars (Jer. 31). He is the man who, while the 
Babylonians were laying siege to Jerusalem, bought a field as a public gesture of faith that Jews would 
return from exile: “For this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Houses, fields and vineyards 
will again be bought in this land” (Jer. 32). 
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“If the people keep faith with 
God and one another, no force 

on earth can defeat them. If they 
do not, no force can save them.”



Jeremiah’s feelings of doom and hope were not in conflict: there were two sides of the same coin. The God 
who sentenced His people to exile would be the God who brought them back, for though His people might 
forsake Him, He would never forsake them. Jeremiah may have lost faith in people; he never lost faith in 
God. 

 Prophecy ceased in Israel with Haggai, Zekharia and Malachi in the Second Temple era. But the 
prophetic truths have not ceased to be true. Only by being faithful to God do people stay faithful to one 
another. Only by being open to a power greater than themselves do people become greater than themselves. 
Only by understanding the deep forces that shape 
history can a people defeat the ravages of history. It 
took a long time for biblical Israel to learn these 
truths, and a very long time indeed before they 
returned to their land, re-entering the arena of 
history. We must never forget them again. 

Shabbat Shalom 
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“Only by being faithful to God do 
people stay faithful to one another. 

Only by being open to a power greater 
than themselves do people become 

greater than themselves.”  
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