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WEEKDAY DAVENING INFORMATION

  שבת פרשת וישב/ערב חנוכה
SHABBAT PARSHAT VAYEISHEV 

EREV CHANUKAH
24 KISLEV/DECEMBER 24

Haftorah is Amos 2:6-3:8. We bless the month of 
Tevet. We do not say מלא ,א-ל  הרחמים  אב   or 
.צדקתך צדק

FRIDAY NIGHT
CANDLE LIGHTING - 4:14 PM 
MINCHA - 4:20 PM 
TZAIT - 5:18 PM 

SATURDAY
SHACHARIT YOUTH - 8:20 AM 
SHACHARIT MAIN - 8:45 AM 
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:38 AM 
MINCHA - 4:05 PM 
SHKIA - 4:34 PM  
MAARIV/HAVDALAH - 5:19 PM

————— 

BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN 
ANNOUNCEMENT (BY 7:00 PM 
WEDNESDAY) OR DEDICATE A 
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO), 
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM.

CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD 
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909 
201-797-0502 
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG
 
 

Molad for Tevet is Thursday, Dec. 29, 4:52 
AM & 7 Chalokim

Sunday  
(12/25)

Monday 
(12/26)

Tuesday 
(12/27)

Wednesday 
(12/28)

Thursday 
(12/29)

Friday  
(12/30)

Earliest Talit 6:17 AM 6:18 AM 6:18 AM 6:18 AM 6:19 AM 6:19 AM

Shacharit 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 6:05 AM 6:05 AM 6:05 AM 6:05 AM

Gedolah 12:20 PM 12:21 PM 12:21 PM 12:22 PM 12:22 PM 12:23 PM

Mincha (Sun/Fri) 
- Maariv 4:20 PM 4:20 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 4:25 PM

Shkia 4:34 PM 4:35 PM 4:35 PM 4:36 PM 4:37 PM

Tzait 5:19 PM 5:20 PM 5:20 PM 5:21 PM 5:22 PM

Thanks to Randi & 
A r n i e S p i e r f o r 
organizing Friday 
night’s Latka & Vodka 
pre-Chanukah dinner.

Mazel tov to Yehuda 
and Marina Goldgur 
on the birth of  a 
g r a n d d a u g h t e r, 
Hannah Rose, to 
Leah and Michael.  
 יגדלה לתורה ולחופה
 ולמעשים טובים

May they raise her to 
Torah, marriage and 
good deeds.

http://www.ahavatachim.org
http://www.ahavatachim.org


 

Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission 
of  the Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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Fair Lawn Community Events
Dec. 25 – Chanukah Carnival, with 

Stretch the Silly Man Show and 
Grand Menorah Lighting, Sunday, 
2:30 PM to 4:45 PM, ANSHEI 
LUBAVITCH.  For details, click here: 
Chanukah Carnival. 
Dec. 26 – Children's Chanukah 

Party with Crafts, Music, Food & 
Friends, Monday, 5:30 to 6:30 PM, 
DARCHEI NOAM. For details, visit 
darcheinoam.com. 
Dec. 26 – Grand Menorah Lighting 

at Fair Lawn Borough Hall, Monday, 
6:30 PM, ANSHEI LUBAVITCH. For 
details, click here: Light Up The Night. 
Dec. 27 – Chanukah Party and 

Dinner, with Dr. Scnitzal Wacky 
Science Show, Tuesday, 5:30 PM, 
SHOMREI TORAH.  For details, click 
here: Chanukah Party.   
Jan. 7 - Melave Malke, at the home of  

Rabbi & Rebetzin Belizon (33-01 Berdan 
Ave.), 7:45 PM, YIFL. For details, click 
here: Second Annual Melave Malke. 
Jan. 15 - Last Man Standing Chess 

Tournament, with Grand-Master Boris 
Gulko, Sun., 8:45 AM, SHOMREI 
TORAH.  For details, click here: Chess 
Tournament. 

Kiddush Information
Kiddush cleanup for the month of  

December is Winchester, Wolfson, 
Zarabi, Zezon, Agress, Banner, Ben-
Biniamin, Bernstein, Bickel, Borsuk, 
Brenenson, Brooks, Chass, Dubin  
Kiddush setup for this Shabbat is  

Borsuk, Kwestel, Smedresman 
Kiddush setup for next Shabbat is    

Oppenheim, Oster, Sonnenblick           
To sponsor a Kiddush 

($1000/$613/$318 plus scotch) send 
an email to gplotnick@aol.com. 

Adult Education

CHUMASH CLASS - Shabbat 
morning before Shacharit. 
GEMARA SHIUR - With Avi 

Sonnenblick, Tuesdays after Maariv. 
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH 

THOUGHT - On Shabbat after 
Kiddush,"The Power of  Prayer: The 
Approach of  the Ramchal". 

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה

Youth Program
Groups for children 

ages 3-12 begin at 
10:15 AM, meeting in 
the Beit Midrash. 

 Youth Leaders for this Shabbat are 
Mikey Finkelstein & Serena Freund. 
All children 12 and under are 

welcome to be part of  Youth 
Groups/Junior Congregation. 
Parents, please ensure that your 
children are in groups or with you. 

Ahavat Achim Future Events
Jan.1 - First Responders Cookie Bake 
Jan. 7 - Suedah Shlishit sponsored by the 

Wigod and Sokoloff  families in memory 
of  Ron’s and Cheryl’sע”ה parents Leonore 
(Leah bat Zevע”ה) and Benjamin (Boruch 
Chaim ben Zevulun Aryehע”ה) Sokoloff. 
Jan. 14 - Noah Greenbaum Bar Mitzvah 
Feb. 11 - Yachad Shabbaton 
Feb. 18 - Kiddush sponsored by Eisman 

family in honor of  Daniel’s Auf  Ruf  and 
upcoming wedding to Shira Redlich. 
Feb. 25 - Kiddush sponsored by Agress 

family on the yahrzeit of  Stephen’s father 
HaRav Hyman Agressז”ל. 
Mar. 11 - Michael Riskin Bar Mitzvah 

Sisterhood Book Club
Next book will be All My 

Puny Sorrows, by Miriam 
Toews. 

Please welcome our newest 
associate members Rena & Marc 
Liebman.

Come bake cookies to support our 
First Responders! Jan. 1, 11 AM, at 
the Wechsler home (378 Owen 
Ave.). Bake together, have some 
pizza, and deliver cookies to our 
local police. For youth and 
participants of  all ages. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/bhcjx4s8jba1v5o/Chanukah%20Carnival.pdf?dl=0
http://darcheinoam.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ujo2uot6vuzqsr0/Light%20Up%20The%20Night.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rr5iwysbcz3vcfo/Sisterhood%20Chanukah.pdf?dl=0
http://www.yifl.org/event/second-annual-melave-malke.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d3bjv2tmhvmp01l/Torah%20tuesday%20Chess.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d3bjv2tmhvmp01l/Torah%20tuesday%20Chess.pdf?dl=0
mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/bhcjx4s8jba1v5o/Chanukah%20Carnival.pdf?dl=0
http://darcheinoam.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ujo2uot6vuzqsr0/Light%20Up%20The%20Night.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rr5iwysbcz3vcfo/Sisterhood%20Chanukah.pdf?dl=0
http://www.yifl.org/event/second-annual-melave-malke.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d3bjv2tmhvmp01l/Torah%20tuesday%20Chess.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d3bjv2tmhvmp01l/Torah%20tuesday%20Chess.pdf?dl=0
mailto:gplotnick@aol.com


SUPPORT YOUR SHUL

Donate a Sefer, etc. 
The shul has Siddurim & Machzorim ($36) 
and Chumashim ($54) available to be 
donated.  Please contact Jeff  Safier at 
rjsafier@optonline.net for details. 

Yahrzeit Plaques 
Memorialize a loved one and receive 
written notice of  upcoming yahrzeit every 
year. In addition, your loved one’s name will 
be mentioned during the public Yizkor we 
recite on Yom Kippur and in the Bulletin.  
Plaques are $300 for members and $350 for 
non-members. For more information, 
contact Sophie Infield at 791-5518.  

Scrip
Scrip is available from Men’s Club. Email 
David at dmgarfunkel@gmail.com. Pay 
using Paypal (treasurer@ahavatachim.org) 
or use Discover, MasterCard or Visa - email 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org for details. 

Mishebayrach
If  you’ve made a Mishebayrach you’ve 
pledged to give Tzedakah on behalf  of  
those for whom you asked Hashem's 
blessing. Contributions to the shul are 
appropriate and can be made via Paypal to 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org, or via 
MasterCard, Visa or Discover by sending 
info to Steve Winchester (contact him at 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org).  If  by check 
indicate on its face “Aliyah Donation.” 

David Schwitzerע”ה Social Hall
Please contact Ben Lang at 
bmmnpl@aol.com  to book the David 
Schwitzerע”ה Social Hall for an event or 
special occasion. $250 per simcha 
(members) / $500 paid in advance for non-
members, plus the cost of  any additional 
clean up (plus a $150 security deposit 
refunded when the social hall is returned in 
the condition it started in). Private caterers 
must be approved in advance by the Rabbi.  

Sisterhood & Men’s Club 
Please contact Elliot Greene at 
egreene@acm.org to join the Men’s Club.  
To join Sisterhood, please contact Shelly at 
sewinchester58@gmail.com or Renee at 
reneeafreund@yahoo.com.  

Honoraria 
Contributions to acquire honoraria in 
memory or honor of  a loved one are 
welcome.  The available Honoraria list will 
be provided upon request by contacting 
Steven Plotnick at  seplotnick@gmail.com. 

Mitzvah Cards
Want mitzvah cards, contact Eita Latkin at 
791-8940 or parentsof3@aol.com. Cost is 
$3 per card. Also can be ordered in bulk - 
ten cards for $25, which you send out 
yourself  privately. 
 

SUPPORT YOUR SHUL
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IN TEVET WE REMEMBER . . . 

NAME
HEBREW 

DATE
CANDLE 

EVENING OF DEDICATOR RELATIONSHIP

Sylvia Eis 4 January 1 Jacob Eis Mother

Blima Jablon 8 January 5 The Schwitzer Family Grandmother

Samuel Eis 12 January 9 Jacob Eis Father

Benjamin H. Sokoloff 12 January 9 Ron Sokoloff Father

Andrew Leeb 13 January 10 Alice Banner & Janie 
Kirschenbaum

Father

Lester Plotnick 13 January 10 Steven Plotnick Father

Ida Freilich 15 January 12 Eita Latkin Mother

Udel Chedva Schaeffer 16 January 13 Mimi Weinraub Mother

Sarah Brody 19 January 16 Ron Sokoloff Grandmother

Leonore Sokoloff 22 January 19 Ron Sokoloff Mother

Abraham Rotberg 25 January 22 Ellen Chass Father

mailto:rjsafier@optonline.net
mailto:dmgarfunkel@gmail.com
mailto:Treasurer@ahavatachim.org
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MISCELLANEOUS

Ahavat Achim Membership/
Hospitality
Please contact Arnie at aspier@verizon.net for 
details on membership. For Shabbat hospitality 
contact Melanie at mkwestel@gmail.com. 

Bikkur Cholim/Chesed Committee 
If  someone needs a visit/assistance, contact 
Sara Levine at saralevine06@gmail.com or 
Mary Lisa Katter at kenkatter541@gmail.com. 
Speak to  Sara to join the committee and offer 
assistance in the manner that’s most conducive 
to your schedule. 

Personal Announcements
Various life cycle events related to members are 
announced in the shul’s weekly bulletin (e.g., 
births, bar and bat mitzvahs, weddings and 
deaths), and the bulletin acknowledges travel to/
from Israel for study. We also welcome new 
members and those who’ve moved into the 
community and express interest in our shul. 
Other personal announcements generally are 
not appropriate for inclusion in the bulletin, 
except as part of  the bulletin’s dedication (a $36 
cost - $54 with photo). Thank you for your 
understanding and cooperation.  

Numbers & Info
ERUV UPDATE – By Email Only.  To subscribe, 

email fairlawneruv-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com, or you can check 
the status online at  www.fairlawneruv.com. 
MIKVAH – 201-796-0350.  At Shomrei Torah, 

weekdays 9:00 PM–10:30 PM, Motzei Shabbat 
from 1 ¼ hours after Shabbat ends for 1 ½ hours. 
Kaylim Mikvah: Sunday 10 AM-3 PM 
TWITTER: @AhavatAchimFL 
FACEBOOK: facebook.com/groups/

ahavat.achim/ 
INSTAGRAM: instagram.com/

ahavatachimfl/?hl=en 
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Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission of  the 
Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.

You can help Ahavat Achim's finances and it won't cost you a cent! Just 
make regular Amazon purchases via this link: https://smile.amazon.com/. 
After a one-time set up designating Congregation Ahavat Achim of  Fair 
Lawn as your preferred charity, nothing more for you to do except make 
your regular Amazon purchases.   
	 •	 Amazon will donate 0.5% of  the price of  
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Ahavat Achim. 
	 •	 AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. 
Same products, same prices, same service.

 מוצאי שבת
Motzei Shabbat

There are two approaches concerning the order of Havdalah and 
Chanukah Menorah lighting in the home. If one has a family minhag, they 
should continue to follow that practice, otherwise the psak (ruling) of the 
Rabbi is to make Havdalah first, and then to light the Chanukah Menorah.

 
הנוכה  

Chanukah
One should light chanuka candles as close to 10 minutes after sunset as 

possible (excepting Sat. night). However, it is preferable for the family to 
light  together  rather  than  have  a  portion  of  the  family  light  earlier. 
Everyone in the household is encouraged to light chanuka candles. (The 
matriarch of the household should follow the family custom.) There must 
be enough oil/wax to last  one half  hour past  the time when the stars 
appear. If one is lighting after the appearance of the stars there must still 
be enough oil to burn for half an hour.

Under extenuating circumstances, one may light even after midnight if 
any members of the family are awake to see the lights. If the Chanukah 
lights  are  accidentally  extinguished  prior  to  their  having  burned  the 
requisite  time,  one is  not  obligated by Halacha to rekindle them; it  is, 
however, permissible to rekindle them, but without a Bracha.
  There  is  a  custom  to  give  children  Chanukah  Gelt  as  part  of 

publicizing the miracle.
During  Shemonah Esrei and Bircat HaMazon we add ועל הנסים (do 

not repeat if omitted). At Shacharit we recite the complete Hallel.

 ז' דחנוכה 
Seventh Night of Chanukah/Friday Afternoon, Dec. 30/1 Tevet
We light the Chanukah Menorah at home before lighting the Shabbat 

candles. One must be careful to use enough oil (or light a large enough 
candle)  to remain lit  until  thirty minutes after  the appearance of  three 
stars. There is a minhag to daven Mincha before lighting the Menorah, but 
one should not delay the welcoming of Shabbat because of this. One may 
not light Chanukah or Shabbat candles earlier than Plag HaMincha (3:40 
PM). 

Feel  free  to  contact  the  Rabbi  at  rabbishestack@gmail.com  or 
201-742-3046  with  any  Chanuka  candle  lighting  questions.  The  Rabbi 
loves Chanuka candle lighting questions. 
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mailto:fairlawneruv-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://www.fairlawneruv.com
http://facebook.com/groups/ahavat.achim/
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You are cordially invited to 

Join the Men’s Club 
 

Our breakfast meetings feature varied topics of interest to our members such as: 
 

      
             Judaism             Archaeology   Electronics  
   

                        
      Sports            Politics           Health 
 
In addition, we plan to sponsor other events like trips to sporting events and museums.   
 
Dues: $36  
 $25 if you purchase $200 worth of scrip 
  
Please complete the following form and remit it with your check payable to “Ahavat Achim Men’s Club” to:  
Norman Baron, 19-15 Angelo Terrace, Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name: ______________________________________________ 
 

Address: ____________________________________________ 
 

City: _________________________  State: ____  Zip: ________ 
 

Home phone: ________________________________________ 
 

Cell Phone: __________________________________________ 
 

Email: ______________________________________________ 
 



 

What is the Theme of the  
Stories of Genesis? 

Vayeshev 2016 / 5777 

 One of the most fundamental questions about the Torah turns out to be one of the hardest to 
answer. What, from the call of God to Abraham in Genesis 12 to the death of Joseph in Genesis 50, is the 
basic religious principle being taught? What does the entire set of stories about Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
and their wives, together with Jacob’s sons and daughter, actually tell us? Abraham brought monotheism 
to a world that had forgotten it, but where do we see this in the actual text of the Torah itself? 

 Here is the problem. The first eleven chapters of Genesis teach us many fundamentals of faith: 
that God brought the universe into being and declared it good; that God made the human person in His 
image; that God gave us freedom and thus the ability to do not only good but also bad; that the good is 
rewarded, the bad punished and that we are morally responsible for our actions. Chapters 8 and 9 also 
tell us that God made a covenant with Noah and through him with all humanity. 

 It is equally easy to say what the rest of the Torah, from Exodus to Deuteronomy, teach us: that 
God rescued the Israelites from slavery, setting them on the road to freedom and the Promised Land; that 
God made a covenant with the people as a whole on Mount Sinai, with its 613 commands and its purpose, 
to establish Israel as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. In short, Genesis 1-11 is about creation. 
Exodus to Deuteronomy is about revelation and redemption. But what are Genesis 12-50 about? 
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 Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all recognise God. But so do non-Jews like Malkizedek, Abraham’s 
contemporary, described as “priest of God most high” (14:18). So even does the Pharaoh of Joseph’s day, 
who says about him, ‘Can there be another person who has God’s spirit in him as this man does?’ (41:38). 
God speaks to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, but He does likewise to Avimelech king of Gerar (Gen. 20:3-7), 
and to Laban (31:24). So what is special about the patriarchs? 

 They seem to teach no new principle of faith. Other than childbirth and rescue from danger, God 
performs no world-transforming miracles through them. They deliver no prophecies to the people of their 
generation. Other than an ambiguous hint when the Torah says that Abraham took with him on his 
journey “the souls they had gathered” (12:5), which may refer to converts they had made, but may equally 
merely refer to their servants, they attracted no disciples. There is nothing explicit in the text that says 
they sought to persuade people of the truth of monotheism or that they did battle against idolatry. At 
most there is a story about how Rachel stole her father’s teraphim (31:19) which may or may not have 
been idols. 

 To be sure, a persistent theme of the patriarchal stories is the two promises God made to each of 
them, [1] that they would have many descendants and [2] they would inherit the land of Canaan. But God 
also makes promises to Ishmael and Esau, and the Torah seems to go out of its way to tell us that these 
promises were fulfilled for them before they were fulfilled for the children of the covenant (see Gen. 
25:12-18 for the account of Ishmael’s children, and Gen. 36 for those of Esau). About Esau’s children, for 
example, it says, “These are the kings who ruled in the land of Edom before any king reigned over the 
Israelites” (36:31). 

 So the question is real and puzzling. What was different about the patriarchs? What new did they 
bring to the world? What difference did monotheism make in 
their day? 

 There is an answer but it is an unexpected one. One 
theme appears no less than six (possibly even seven) times. 
Whenever a member of the covenantal family leaves his or her own space and enters the wider world of 
their contemporaries, they encounter a world of sexual free-for-all. 

 Three times, Abraham (Gen. 12 and 20) and Isaac (Gen. 26) are forced to leave home because of 
famine. Twice they go to Gerar. Once Abraham goes to Egypt. On all three occasions the husband fears he 
will be killed so that the local ruler can take his wife into his harem. All three times they put forward the 
story that their wife is actually their sister. At worst this is a lie, at best a half-truth. In all three cases the 
local ruler (Pharaoh, Avimelekh), protests at their behaviour when the truth becomes known. Clearly the 
fear of death was real or the patriarchs would not have been party to deception. 
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“What was different about the 
patriarchs? What difference 

did monotheism make in 
their day?” 



 In the fourth case, Lot in Sodom (Gen. 19), the people cluster round Lot’s house demanding that 
he bring out his two visitors so that they can be raped. Lot offers them his virgin daughters instead. Only 
swift action by the visitors – angels – who smite the people with blindness, saves Lot and his family from 
violence. 

 In the fifth case (Gen. 34), Shechem, a local prince, rapes and abducts Dina when she “went out to 
visit some of the local girls.” He holds her hostage, causing Shimon and Levi to practise deception and 
bloodshed in the course of rescuing her. 

 Then comes a marginal case (Gen. 38), the story of Judah and Tamar, more complex than the 
others and not part of the overall pattern. Finally there is the sixth episode, in this week’s parsha, when 
Potiphar’s wife attempts to seduce Joseph. Failing, she accuses him of rape and has him imprisoned. 

 In other words, there is a continuing theme in Genesis 12-50, a contrast between the people of the 
Abrahamic covenant and their neighbours, but it is not about idolatry, but rather about adultery, 
promiscuity, sexual license, seduction, rape and sexually motivated violence. 

 The patriarchal narrative is surprisingly close to the view of Freud, that eros is one of the two 
primal drives governing human behaviour (the other is thanatos, the death instinct), and the view of at 
least one evolutionary psychologist (David Buss, in his books The Evolution of Desire and The Murderer 
Next Door) that sex is the main cause of violence amongst humans. 

 This gives us an entirely new way of thinking about Abrahamic faith. Emunah, the Hebrew word 
normally translated as faith, does not mean what it is taken to mean in English: a body of dogma, a set of 
principles, or a cluster of beliefs often held on non-rational grounds. Emunah means faithfulness, loyalty, 
fidelity, honouring your commitments, doing what you said you would do and acting in such a way as to 
inspire trust. It has to do with relationships, first and foremost with marriage. 

 Sex belongs, for the Torah, within the context of marriage, and it is marriage that comes closest to 
the deep resonances of the biblical idea of covenant. A covenant is a mutual act of commitment in which 
two persons, honouring their differences, each respecting the dignity of the other, come together in a 
bond of love to join their destinies and chart a future 
together. When the prophets want to speak of the 
covenantal relationship between God and His people, 
they constantly use the metaphor of marriage. 

 The God of Abraham is the God of love and trust who does not impose His will by force or 
violence, but speaks gently to us, inviting an answering response of love and trust. Genesis’ argument 
against idolatry – all the more impressive for being told obliquely, through a series of stories and 
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“It is marriage that comes closest 
to the deep resonances of the 

biblical idea of covenant.”



vignettes – is that it leads to a world in which the combination of unchecked sexual desire, the absence of 
a code of moral self-restraint, and the worship of power, leads eventually to violence and abuse. 

 That domestic violence and abuse still exist today, even among religious Jews, is a disgrace and 
source of shame. Against this stands the testimony of Genesis that faithfulness to God means and 
demands faithfulness to our marriage partners. Faith – whether between us and God or between us and 
our fellow humans – means love, loyalty and the 
circumcision of desire. 

 What the stories of the patriarchs and matriarchs 
tell us is that faith is not proto- or pseudo-science, an 
explanation of why the natural universe is as it is. It is the language of relationships and the choreography 
of love. It is about the importance of the moral bond, in particular as it affects our most intimate 
relations. Sexuality matters to Judaism, not because it is puritanical but because it represents the love 
that brings new life into the world. 

 When a society loses faith, eventually it loses the very idea of a sexual ethic, and the result in the 
long term is violence and the exploitation of the powerless by the powerful. Women suffer. Children 
suffer. There is a breakdown of trust where it matters most. So it was in the days of the patriarchs. Sadly, 
so it is today. Judaism, by contrast, is the sanctification of relationship, the love between husband and 
wife which is as close as we will ever get to understanding God’s love for us.

�
What is the Theme of the Stories of Genesis?                         !                                                                                Vayeshev 57774

“Faith – whether between us and 
God or between us and our fellow 
humans – means love, loyalty and 

the circumcision of desire.” 
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