בס”ד

שבת פרשת תרומה
SHABBAT PARSHAT TERUMAH
6 ADAR/MARCH 4
Haftorah is Kings I, 5:26–6:13.
FRIDAY NIGHT
CANDLE LIGHTING - 5:32 PM
MINCHA - 5:35 PM
TZAIT - 6:35 PM
SATURDAY
HASHKAMA/YOUTH - 8:20 AM
SHACHARIT MAIN - 9:00 AM
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:17 AM
MINCHA - 5:20 PM
SHKIA - 5:51 PM
MAARIV/HAVDALAH - 6:36 PM
—————
BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN
ANNOUNCEMENT (BY 7:00 PM
WEDNESDAY) OR DEDICATE A
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO),
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM.
CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909
201-797-0502
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG
----------------------

 מוקדם- תענית אסתר
TAANIT ESTHER
THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 11 ADAR
Public Fast Day. (It is not a Scriptural
obligation as are the other four public fast
days). Due to Purim eve falling on Shabbat,
the Fast of Esther is pushed forward to
Thursday. The custom of giving "מחצית
 "השקלis observed before Mincha. See page 3
for more information.

נא לא לדבר בשעת התפילה
PLEASE NO CONVERSATION DURING SERVICES
WEEKDAY DAVENING INFORMATION
Sunday
(3/5)

Monday
(3/6)

Tuesday
(3/7)

Wednesday Thursday
(3/8)
(3/9)

Fast Begins

Friday
(3/10)

4:57 AM

Earliest Talit

5:29 AM

5:27 AM

5:26 AM

5:24 AM

5:22 AM

5:23 AM

Shacharit

8:15 AM

6:15 AM

6:25 AM

6:25 AM

6:00 AM

6:25 AM

Gedolah

12:37 PM 12:37 PM 12:37 PM 12:36 PM 12:36 PM 12:36 PM

Mincha (Sun/Fri)
- Maariv

5:35 PM

8:00 PM

8:00 PM

8:00 PM

5:25 PM

Shkia

5:52 PM

5:54 PM

5:55 PM

5:56 PM

5:57 PM

Fast Ends

5:45 PM

6:37 PM

Tzait

6:37 PM

6:39 PM

Kiddush is
sponsored by the
Borsuk family to
celebrate Dov’s
first birthday.
Mazel tov!

6:40 PM

6:41 PM

6:42 PM

Suedah Shlishit is
sponsored by the Farajun
family to commemorate
the Yahrzeit of Ziv’s father
משה בן חיה ואהרןע”ה
May his Neshama have an
aliyah.

Oneg Shabbat Lecture Series concludes at Mary Lisa & Ken
Katter’s home, 40-10 Terhune Pl., 8:15 PM, and the Rabbi’s topic
will be "Should we Blame Mordechai for the Peril of Purim?”.
Youth Suedah Shlishit at the Rabbi &
Rebbetzin's home, for middle and high schoolers.
Men’s Club presents Jewish Mig ration
Patterns from Antiquity through the
Decline of Babylonian Jewry, by Avraham
Groll, Director of JewishGen, Sunday, March 5,
9:15 AM, with a light breakfast ($5 if no RSVP).

Rabbi Ely Shestack

President Aryeh Brenenson
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Fair Lawn Shul Events
Mar. 4 – Fair Lawn Yoetzet
Halacha Benefit Program, Sat. night,
8:00 – 9:30 PM, DARCHEI NOAM.
For details: Yoetzet Halacha Program.
Mar. 4 – Paint Party, with Abbey
Walin of Not2shabby, creating your own
glass serving pieces, Saturday night, 8:00
– 10:00 PM, YOUNG ISRAEL OF
FAIR LAWN. For details or to sign up:
Paint Party.
Mar. 5 - Rav Neuburger on “Becoming
Religiously Street Smart” and Rav
Willig on “From Satmar to Secular –
Relating to Different Types of Jews”,

SHOMREI TORAH, 8:00 – 9:30 PM.
For more info, click here: Shiurim.
Mar. 30 – Haggadah Marathon,
Thursday, 8:15 – 9:15 PM, hosted by
SHOMREI TORAH. For info:
Haggadah Marathon.

Kiddush Information
Kiddush cleanup for the month of
March is Lang, Latkin, Laufer, Levine,
Lewinson, Lewis, Lewissohn,
Oppenheim, Oster, Plotnick,
Racenstein, Rein, Riskin, Safier
Kiddush setup for this Shabbat is
Dubin, Finkelstein, Freund
Kiddush setup for next Shabbat is
Brooks, Fontaine, Eisman
To sponsor a Kiddush
($1000/$613/$318 plus scotch) send
an email to gplotnick@aol.com.

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה
Youth Program
Groups for children
ages 3-12 begin at
10:15 AM, meeting in
the Beit Midrash.
Youth leaders for this Shabbat are
Ben Greenbaum & Giselle
Zimmerman.
Children under 13 are welcome at
Youth Groups/Junior Congregation.
Parents, please ensure that your
children are in groups or with you.

Adult Education
CHUMASH CLASS - Shabbat
morning before Shacharit.
RETIREES’ SHIUR - Mondays, at
1:00 PM.
GEMARA SHIUR - With Avi
Sonnenblick, Tuesdays after Maariv.
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH
THOUGHT - After Kiddush, “Is
There Morality Independent of the
Torah? R' Aaron Lichtenstein's zt"l
Approach.”

Ahavat Achim Future Events
Mar. 11 - Michael Riskin Bar Mitzvah
Mar. 11 - Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by
the Riskin family in honor of Michael's
Bar Mitzvah, and to commemorate the
anniversary of the Bar Mitzvah of his
grandfather, Martin Riskin (Moshe
Aharon Ben Avraham Meir Halevi)ע”ה
Mar. 12 - Shestack’s Purim Open House
Mar. 18 - Scholars-in-residence, Rabbi
Adam & Sara Frieberg, Rutgers JLIC
Mar. 18 - Trivia Night
Mar. 21 - Board Meeting (tentative)
Mar. 25 - Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by
David Garfunkel in memory of his
mother פייגה רבקה בת ר׳ חיים הלוי
Mar. 26 - Rabbi Installation
Apr. 1 - NCSY FNL
Apr. 8 - Bez Bernstein Bar Mitzvah
Apr. 23 - JFNNJ Yom Hashoah Event
Apr. 25 - Board Meeting (tentative)
May 20 - Kiddush sponsored by Joyce
Heller
May 23 - Board Meeting (tentative)
May 27 - Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by
Eli Zezon in memory of שלמה בן אליהו
זזון נלב"ע ז סיון תשס"ד
Jun 17 - Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by
Eli Zezon in memory of ברוך מפציר בן
שמואל נלב"ע כ"ד סיון תשנ"ט
June 20 - Membership Meeting (TBD)

Sisterhood Book Club
Next book will be Necessary
Lies by Diane Chamberlain.

Mah Jong
Mah Jong this Shabbat, 3:30 PM, at the
Latkin home, 40-11 Marie Court.

You can help Ahavat Achim's finances and it won't cost you a cent! Just make regular
Amazon purchases via this link: https://smile.amazon.com/.
After a one-time set up designating Congregation Ahavat
Achim of Fair Lawn as your preferred charity, nothing more
for you to do except make your regular Amazon purchases.
•
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Ahavat Achim.
•
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.
Same products, same prices, same service.

Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission
of the Office of Rabbi Sacks) in memory of her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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The Fast of Esther (13th of Adar) - From The OU.ORG
On the 13th of Adar (this year, 5764, the 11th – see explanation below), the Fast of Esther is observed in commemoration of the Fast
observed by Mordechai and Esther and all Israel. On that very day, the enemies of the Jews had planned to subjugate and destroy
them. The opposite, however, occurred and the Jews ruled over their enemies.
The practice of fasting was observed by the people of Israel whenever they were faced by war. Thus Moshe Rabenu also fasted
when he came to wage war against Amalek. The aim of the fast was to affirm that a man does not prevail by physical or military
strength, but only by lifting his eyes heavenward in prayer so that Divine Mercy might give him the strength to prevail in battle. This
then was the purpose of the fast observed by Israel at the time of Haman, when they gathered to defend themselves against those who
sought to destroy them. And in memory of that Fast, a yearly Fast was fixed for generations on the same day. We are to recall thereby
that God accepts each person’s prayer and penitence in the hour of his trouble.
The acceptance of this Fast of the 13th of Adar on the part of Israel for later generations is alluded to in the Scroll of Esther: ‘And as
they accepted upon themselves and upon their children, the matters of their fastings and their cry’ (Esther 9).
The Fast is called by the name of Esther because it was she who first requested the observance of a fast, of Mordechai: ‘Go and
gather all the Jews who are found in Shushan and fast over me, and do not eat and do not drink three days, night and day; and I and
my maidens will also fast thus.’ (ibid. 4)
The fast which we observe is nevertheless not observed for a three-day period, as was the case with the original Fast, nor is it
observed on the same date. Originally the Fast was observed by Esther and the entire people of Israel on the 14th, 15th and 16th of
Nisan, immediately after Mordechai was informed of Haman’s decree and of the letter of annihilation which Haman wrote on the
13th of Nisan. Our Fast however, is observed on the 13th of Adar, in memory of the Fast observed by Israel on the day of their
mobilization for war against the enemies. The Fast is nevertheless called by the name of Esther since it was she who first proposed its
observance.
Others hold the view, that even our Fast is also primarily a commemoration of the original three-day Fast observed by the Jews
when the decree was announced. But since the Fast could not be permanently fixed for later years in its proper time (because fasting is
not permitted during Nisan), the Sages therefore fixed it for the 13th of Adar – which was also a Fast day for the Jews, who then
gathered to wage war against their enemies. And although the Fast of Esther is therefore a memorial to the original three days of
fasting, the Rabbis were nevertheless lenient in fixing it for only one day.
In deference to this view, there are some who fast an additional three days; on Monday, Thursday and Monday after Purim. Others
voluntarily fast the night as well as the day on the 13th of Adar, since the original three-day Fast was observed night and day.
Some Laws of the Fast of Esther
Since the Fast of Esther is not one of the four Fast days which are specifically mentioned in the Prophetic Writings, it is observed
with greater leniency than the other Fast days. Pregnant women, nursing mothers, as well as others of generally weak health, (who
would suffer by fasting) do not fast therein. The additional penitential prayers, and the Torah Reading, which are prescribed for the
other Fast days are also required for the Fast of Esther.
If the 13th of Adar falls on Shabbat, the Fast is observed the preceding Thursday which is the eleventh of Adar. Because of Purim,
the Fast is not postponed to the following day, nor is it observed Erev Shabbat: Since it is no longer observed in any event in its proper
time, it was not fixed for Erev Shabbat, in deference to the honor of Shabbat. (A Fast whose prescribed date can fall on Erev Shabbat
such as the 10th of Tevet, is neither postponed nor observed earlier, but it is observed on its fixed day). Tachanun is not said during
Mincha of the Fast of Esther.
The Half-Shekel
On the 13th of Adar during Mincha, it is customary to give three halves of the coin which is the basis of the local currency. The
money is given to the poor to do with it as they wish. This contribution is made in memory of the half-shekel given by Israel when the
Beit Hamikdash still stood; and whose forthcoming collection was announced on Rosh Chodesh Adar.
This commemorative act is performed before the Reading of the Megillah, because all Israel gathers for the Megillah Reading in
the Synagogues. It is proper to give the half-shekel before Minchah, since ‘the diligent perform Mitzvot earlier.’ Those who live in
‘open-cities’ give the half-shekel before the Megillah Reading on the night of the 14th, whereas the inhabitants of Yerushalayim give
the half-shekel before their Reading of the Megillah – the night of the 15th.
In a place that has no coin that is designated a ‘half’ coin, it is customary for the gabaim to bring three halves of silver coins which
are issued elsewhere, and to give these coins in exchange, to anyone who makes his contribution in the coins available to him. After
performing the Mitzvah, he returns the three ‘halves’ to the gabaim, so that others might also be able to observe the custom properly.
Those who seek to observe Mitzvot with hidur (enhancement) give the half-shekel for each of the members of the household
including minors, and in the case of an expectant mother, for the unborn child as well. Once a father has begun to give a half-shekel
for a minor child, he is required to continue to do so each year.
The reason for the giving of three ‘halves’ is that the term trumah (contribution) is mentioned three times in the portion of Ki-Tisa,
in the account of the Mitzvah of the half-shekel. The established practice is to consider the giving of the half-shekel as not freeing one
from the Mitzvah of giving charity to the poor, which is specifically prescribed for Purim.
The Day of Nikanor
The 13th of Adar is also mentioned in the Talmud as the day on which vengeance was executed (during the time of the
Hasmoneans) against a tyrant who oppressed the land of Yehudah cruelly and arrogantly blasphemed the city of God. The name of
the tyrant was Nikanor and he fell by the hand of Yehudah, the son of Matityahu, on the 13th of Adar, which was hence celebrated as
a festive day.
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בס״ד

CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM’S

ONEG SHABBAT LECTURE SERIES
Will Conclude on Friday, March 3rd
At the home of Mary Lisa & Ken Katter
40-10 Terhune Place
At 8:15 PM

The Rabbi’s Topic will be:

"Should we Blame Mordechai for the Peril of Purim?"

Please join us for an enjoyable evening of
learning with Rabbi Ely Shestack,
friends, and refreshments.

Due to the changing of the clocks,
this will be the last Oneg of this season.

The Men’s Club of Ahavat Achim proudly presents:

Jewish migration patterns: from antiquity through the
decline of Babylonian Jewry
by

Avraham Groll,
Director of JewishGen
This presentation will explore the main
Jewish migration patterns from Antiquity
through the 10th century. You will learn how
Jews reached the land of Israel, where they
resettled after multiple expulsions, and
under what conditions they lived. By
understanding the Jewish migration
patterns, and the circumstances under
which they lived, you will be granted a
deeper appreciation of our collective Jewish heritage and family history.

Both men and women are welcome to attend.
Date:
Time:

Sunday, March 5, 2017
9:15 am

Place: Congregation Ahavat Achim
18-25 Saddle River Road
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410
Food: A light breakfast will be served.
Cost:

FREE if reservation made by March 2nd
$5.00 for all others

RSVP: By Email: MensClub@AhavatAchim.org
By Phone: 201-519-7951
We encourage you to pay your Men’s Club dues if you haven’t done so already
($36 or $25 if you purchase $200 worth of scrip).

Sisterhood of Ahavat Achim Presents

An Evening of LIVE TRIVIA – And Wine & Cheese
Come join your friends for an entertaining evening of Live Trivia! Teams will answer
specially crafted trivia questions spanning a variety of topics and themes for fun prizes.
Each team can have up to five people and each member of the top teams will be
awarded prizes during each round. This event is open to both men and women and will
enjoyably test your knowledge on a variety of topics. Or you can just come and drink
wine. Hope to see you there!
Where: Congregation Ahavat Achim
When: Saturday night, March 18, 207
Time: 9:00 pm
Cost: 15 per person
RSVP by March 5 to Elyce Smedresman at elycesmed@gmail.com

The Architecture of Holiness
Terumah 2017 / 5777

From here to the end of the book of Exodus the Torah describes, in painstaking detail and great
length, the construction of the Mishkan, the first collective house of worship of the Jewish people.
Precise instructions are given for each item – the Tabernacle itself, the frames and drapes, and the
various objects it contained – including their dimensions. So for example we read:
“Make the tabernacle with ten curtains of finely twisted linen and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, with
cherubim woven into them by a skilled worker. All the curtains are to be the same size—twenty-eight
cubits long and four cubits wide … Make curtains of goat hair for the tent over the tabernacle—eleven
altogether. All eleven curtains are to be the same size—thirty cubits long and four cubits wide … Make
upright frames of acacia wood for the tabernacle. Each frame is to be ten cubits long and a cubit and a
half wide …” (Ex. 26:1-16)
And so on. But why do we need to know how big the Tabernacle was? It did not function in
perpetuity. Its primary use was during the wilderness years. Eventually it was replaced by the Temple,
an altogether larger and more magnificent structure. What then is the eternal significance of the
dimensions of this modest, portable construction?

The Architecture of Holiness
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To put the question more sharply still: is not the very idea of a specific size for the home of the
Shekhinah, the Divine presence, liable to mislead? A transcendent God cannot be contained in space.
Solomon said so:
“But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. How
much less this Temple I have built.” (1 Kings 8:27)
Isaiah said the same in the name of God Himself:
“Heaven is My throne, and the earth is My footstool. Where is the house you will build for Me?
Where will My resting place be?” Isaiah 66:1
So no physical space, however large, is big enough. On the other hand, no space is too small. So
says a striking midrash:
When God said to Moses, ‘Make Me a tabernacle,’
Moses said in amazement, ‘The glory of the Holy One blessed

“No physical space, however
large, is big enough. On the
other hand, no space is too
small.”

be He fills heaven and earth, and yet He commands, Make
me a tabernacle?’ … God replied, ‘Not as you think do I think. Twenty boards on the north, twenty on
the south and eight in the west are sufficient. Indeed, I will descend and confine My presence even
within one square cubit.’ (Shemot Rabbah 34:1)
So what difference could it make whether the Tabernacle was large or small? Either way, it was a
symbol, a focus, of the Divine presence that is everywhere, wherever human beings open their heart to
God. Its dimensions should not matter.
I came across an answer in an unexpected and indirect way some years ago. I had gone to
Cambridge University to take part in a conversation on religion and science. When the session was over,
a member of the audience came over to me, a quiet, unassuming man, and said, “I have written a book I
think you might find interesting. I’ll send it to you.” I did not know at the time who he was.
A week later the book arrived. It was called 'Just Six Numbers', subtitled 'The deep forces that
shape the universe'. With a shock I discovered that the author was the then Sir Martin, now Baron Rees,
Astronomer Royal, later President of the Royal Society, the oldest and most famous scientific body in
the world, and Master of Trinity College Cambridge. In 2011 he won the Templeton Prize. I had been
talking to Britain’s most distinguished scientist.

The Architecture of Holiness
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His book was enthralling. It explained that the universe is shaped by six mathematical constants
which, had they varied by a millionth or trillionth degree, would have resulted in no universe or at least
no life. Had the force of gravity been slightly different, for example, the universe would either have
expanded or imploded in such a way as to preclude the formation of stars or planets. Had nuclear
efficiency been slightly lower the cosmos would consist only of hydrogen; no life would have emerged.
Had it been slightly higher there would have been rapid stellar evolution and decay leaving no time for
life to evolve. The combination of improbabilities was immense.
Torah commentators, especially the late Nechama Leibowitz, have drawn attention to the way the
terminology of the construction of the Tabernacle is the same as that used to describe God’s creation of
the universe. The Tabernacle was, in other words, amicro-cosmos, a symbolic reminder of the world God
made. The fact that the Divine presence rested within it was not meant to suggest that God is here not
there, in this place not that. It was meant to signal, powerfully and palpably, that God exists throughout
the cosmos. It was a man-made structure to mirror and focus attention on the Divinely-created
universe. It was in space what Shabbat is in time: a

“The Tabernacle was a man-made
structure to mirror and focus
attention on the Divinely-created
universe. It was in space
what Shabbat is in time:
a reminder of creation.”

reminder of creation.
The dimensions of the universe are precise,
mathematically exact. Had they differed in even the
slightest degree the universe, or life, would not exist.

Only now are scientists beginning to realisehowprecise, and even this knowledge will seem rudimentary
to future generations. We are on the threshold of a quantum leap in our understanding of the full depth
of the words: “How many are your works, Lord; in wisdom You made them all” (Ps. 104:24). The word
“wisdom” here – as in the many times it occurs in the account of the making of the tabernacle – means,
“precise, exact craftsmanship” (see Maimonides,The Guide for the Perplexed, III:54).
In one other place in the Torah there is the same emphasis on precise dimensions, namely,
Noah’s ark: “So make yourself an ark of cypress wood. Make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and
out. This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be three hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide and
thirty cubits high. Make a roof for it, leaving below the roof an opening one cubit high all around” (Gen.
6:14-16).
The reason is similar to that in the case of the tabernacle. Noah’s ark symbolised the world in its
Divinely-constructed order, the order humans had ruined by their violence and corruption. God was
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about to destroy that world, leaving only Noah, the ark and what it contained as symbols of the vestige
of order that remained, on the basis of which God would fashion a new order.
Precision matters. Order matters. The misplacement of even a few of the 3.1 billion letters in the
human genome can lead to devastating genetic conditions. The famous “butterfly effect” – the beating of
a butterfly’s wing somewhere may cause a tsunami elsewhere, thousands of miles away – tells us that
small actions can have large consequences. That is the message the Tabernacle was intended to convey.
God creates order in the natural universe. We are charged with creating order in the human
universe. That means painstaking care in what we say, what we do, and what we must restrain ourselves
from doing. There is a precise choreography to the moral and spiritual life as there is a precise
architecture to the tabernacle.
Being good, specifically being holy, is not a matter of
acting as the spirit moves us. It is a matter of aligning

“God creates order in the
natural universe. We are
charged with creating order
in the human universe.”

ourselves to the Will that made the world. Law, structure,
precision: of these things the cosmos is made and without them it would cease to be. It was to signal that
the same applies to human behaviour that the Torah records the precise dimensions of the Tabernacle
and Noah’s ark.
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