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WEEKDAY DAVENING INFORMATION

  שבת פרשת ויחי
SHABBAT PARSHAT VAYECHI

16 TEVET/JANUARY 14
Haftorah is Kings I 2:1-12.

FRIDAY NIGHT
CANDLE LIGHTING - 4:33 PM 
MINCHA - 4:35 PM 
TZAIT - 5:36 PM 

SATURDAY
SHACHARIT MAIN - 8:45 AM 
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:43 AM 
MINCHA - 4:20 PM 
SHKIA - 4:52 PM  
MAARIV/HAVDALAH - 5:37 PM

————— 

BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN 
ANNOUNCEMENT (BY 7:00 PM 
WEDNESDAY) OR DEDICATE A 
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO), 
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM.

CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD 
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909 
201-797-0502 
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG

Sunday  
(1/15)

Monday 
(1/16)

Tuesday 
(1/17)

Wednesday 
(1/18)

Thursday 
(1/19)

Friday  
(1/20)

Earliest Talit 6:18 AM 6:18 AM 6:18 AM 6:17 AM 6:17 AM 6:16 AM

Shacharit 8:15 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM 6:25 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM

Gedolah 12:30 PM 12:31 PM 12:31 PM 12:31 PM 12:32 PM 12:32 PM

Mincha (Sun/Fri) 
- Maariv 4:35 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 4:45 PM

Shkia 4:54 PM 4:55 PM 4:56 PM 4:57 PM 4:58 PM

Tzait 5:39 PM 5:40 PM 5:41 PM 5:42 PM 5:43 PM

Kiddush is sponsored by the Greenbaum/Goldman family 
in honor of  Noah's Bar Mitzvah. A special welcome and 
mazel tov to all their family and friends from near and far!

We regret to inform you of  the passing of  Mrs. Edythe Betty Heda, mother of  
Margo Heda. 

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

Get ready for the first Ahavat Achim Superbowl Kiddush 
Luncheon on Shabbat, Feb. 4. We need 5 volunteers to make 
something scrumptious in our crackpots! Chili? Chulent? 
Surprise? Sponsorships levels are Pro Bowl ($36), NFC ($54), AFC 
($72) and Superbowl Champ ($108).  RSVP to Randi to volunteer 
or sponsor at randi.spier@gmail.com or call (201) 777-0731.

WILL YOU BE ON THIS YEAR’S SPONSOR LIST? 
The Yachad/Yavneh Academy Shabbaton is Feb. 10/11. 
Please sponsor to defray our costs and support Yachad at the 

following levels: Platinum-$180, Gold-$118, Silver-$72 & 
Bronze-$36. Email Steve at seplotnick@gmail.com to sponsor. Contact Lori 
at garfmom@gmail.com if  you can provide transportation for Yachad 
children to host homes (need to be at the shul at 4:00 PM Friday night). 
Email Betsy at estavels@aol.com Sara at saralevine06@gmail.com to offer 
housing for our guests.

Saving your Torah Dollars? Now come spend 
them! Youth auction at the shul this Sunday 
at 4:00 - 4:30 PM! Use your Torah Dollars as 
raffle tickets and see what you can win! Limit 
2 prizes per participant. Check your (parents') 
email for a list of  prizes!!
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mailto:estavels@aol.com
mailto:aol.com@paetec.com
mailto:saralevine06@gmail.com
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mailto:aol.com@paetec.com
mailto:saralevine06@gmail.com
mailto:randi.spier@gmail.com
mailto:randi.spier@gmail.com
http://www.ahavatachim.org


 

Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission 
of  the Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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Fair Lawn Community Events
Jan. 15 - Last Man Standing Chess 

Tournament, with Grand-Master Boris 
Gulko, Sun., 8:45 AM, SHOMREI 
TORAH.  For details, click here: Chess 
Tournament. 

Kiddush Information
Kiddush cleanup for the month of  

January is Dworkis, Eis, Eisman, 
Farajun, Farbstein, Felderbaum, 
Finkelstein, Fontaine, Freund, Gabor, 
Garfunkel, Goldgur, Goldstein  
Kiddush setup for this Shabbat is  

N/A 
Kiddush setup for next Shabbat is       

Dworkis, Spier, Gabor 
To sponsor a Kiddush 

($1000/$613/$318 plus scotch) send 
an email to gplotnick@aol.com. 

Sisterhood
Feb. 25 - Sisterhood Tea 

with Banji Latkin Ganchrow  
Mar. 4 - Couples trivia night on 

Saturday night. Details to come.  

Adult Education

CHUMASH CLASS - Shabbat 
morning before Shacharit. 
GEMARA SHIUR - With Avi 

Sonnenblick, Tuesdays after Maariv. 
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH 

THOUGHT - On Shabbat after 
Kiddush, “Pikuach Nefesh - 
Prioritizing Life Over Mitzvah 
Observance: How, When and Why?” 

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה

Youth Program
Groups for children 

ages 3-12 begin at 
10:15 AM, meeting in 
the Beit Midrash. 

 Youth Leaders for this Shabbat are 
Serena Freund & Mikey Finkelstein. 
All children 12 and under are 

welcome to be part of  Youth 
Groups/Junior Congregation. 
Parents, please ensure that your 
children are in groups or with you. 
Jan. 26 - Family Campgaw 

Mountain Snow Tubing Trip.Be on 
the lookout for details. 
Snow Day Snowball Fight outside 

the Rabbi’s house (details will be sent 
out when the snow comes)! 

Ahavat Achim Future Events
Jan. 15 - Youth Raffle 
Jan. 27 - Friday Night Oneg,  at the 

Sonnenblick home, 6 Kershner Pl., 8 PM 
Jan. 28 - Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by 

Barry Weinraub & Steven Plotnick upon 
their siyum on Mesechet Bava Metzia 
Jan. 31- Board Meeting 
Feb. 3 - NCSY Friday Night Lights  
Feb. 11 - Yachad Shabbaton 
Feb. 18 - Kiddush sponsored by Eisman 

family in honor of  Daniel’s Auf  Ruf  and 
upcoming wedding to Shira Redlich. 
Feb. 21 - Board Meeting (tentative) 
Feb. 25 - Junior Scholar in Residence 
Feb. 25 - Kiddush sponsored by Agress 

family on the yahrzeit of  Stephen’s father 
HaRav Hyman Agressז”ל. 
Feb. 25 - Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by 

David Garfunkel in memory of  his father 
 יהושע פאליק ב״ר משה הכהן
Mar. 3 - Oneg Shabbat Series 
Mar. 11 - Michael Riskin Bar Mitzvah 
Mar. 12 - Purim Open House at the 

Shestack home 
Mar. 18 - Scholars-in-residence, Rabbi 

Adam & Sara Frieberg, Rutgers JLIC  
Mar. 21 - Board Meeting (tentative) 
Mar. 25 - Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by 

David Garfunkel in memory of  his 
mother פייגה רבקה בת ר׳ חיים הלוי 
Mar. 26 - Rabbi Installation 
Apr. 8 - Bez Bernstein Bar Mitzvah 
Apr. 25 - Board Meeting (tentative) 
May 23 - Board Meeting (tentative) 
May 27 - Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by 

Eli Zezon in memory of  שלמה בן אליהו 
 זזון נלב"ע ז סיון תשס"ד
Jun 17 - Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by 

Eli Zezon in memory of  ברוך מפציר בן 
 שמואל נלב"ע  כ"ד סיון תשנ"ט
June 20 - General Membership Meeting 

(tentative)

You can help Ahavat Achim's finances and it won't cost you a cent! Just make 
regular Amazon purchases via this link: https://smile.amazon.com/. After a 

one-time set up designating Congregation Ahavat Achim of  
Fair Lawn as your preferred charity, nothing more for you to 
do except make your regular Amazon purchases.   
	 •	 Amazon will donate 0.5% of  the price of  your 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Ahavat Achim. 
	 •	 AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. 
Same products, same prices, same service.

It is so easy to do a Mitzvah together. Please send your generous 
contributions made out to the Cheryl Wigodע”ה Cong. Ahavat 
Achim Tzedakah Fund to Jack Bickel, 36-02 Hale Place Fair Lawn, 
NJ 07410. There are so many who need your assistance.
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/d3bjv2tmhvmp01l/Torah%20tuesday%20Chess.pdf?dl=0
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 Different cultures tell different stories. The great novelists of the nineteenth century wrote 

fiction that is essentially ethical. Jane Austen and George Eliot explored the connection between 

character and happiness. There is a palpable continuity between their work and the book of Ruth. 

Dickens, more in the tradition of the prophets, wrote about society and its institutions, and the way in 

which they can fail to honour human dignity and justice. 

 By contrast, the fascination with stories like Star Wars or Lord of the Rings is conspicuously 

dualistic. The cosmos is a battlefield between the forces of good and evil. This is far closer to the 

apocalyptic literature of the Qumran sect and the Dead Sea scrolls than anything in Tanakh, the 

Hebrew Bible. In these ancient and modern conflict narratives the struggle is “out there” rather than 

“in here”: in the cosmos rather than within the human soul. This is closer to myth than monotheism. 

 There is, however, a form of story that is very rare indeed, of which Tanakh is the supreme 

example. It is the story without an ending which looks forward to an open future rather than reaching 

closure. It defies narrative convention. Normally we expect a story to create a tension that is resolved 

on the final page. That is what gives art a sense of completion. We do not expect a sculpture to be 
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incomplete, a poem to break off halfway, a novel to end in the middle. Schubert’s Unfinished 

Symphony is the exception that proves the rule. 

 Yet that is what the Bible repeatedly does. 

Consider the Chumash, the five Mosaic books. The 

Jewish story begins with a repeated promise to 

Abraham that he will inherit the land of Canaan. Yet by 

the time we reach the end of Deuteronomy, the Israelites have still not crossed the Jordan. The 

Chumash ends with the poignant scene of Moses on Mount Nebo (in present-day Jordan) seeing the 

land – to which he has journeyed for forty years but is destined not to enter – from afar. 

  

 Nevi’im, the second part of Tanakh, ends with Malachi foreseeing the distant future, understood 

by tradition to mean the Messianic Age: 

“See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord. 

He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers.” 

 Nevi’im, which includes the great historical as well as prophetic books, thus concludes neither 

in the present or the past, but by looking forward to a time not yet reached. Ketuvim, the third and 

final section, ends with King Cyrus of Persia granting permission to the Jewish exiles in Babylon to 

return to their land and rebuild the Temple. 

 None of these is an ending in the conventional sense. Each leaves us with a sense of a promise 

not yet fulfilled, a task not yet completed, a future seen from afar but not yet reached. And the 

paradigm case – the model on which all others are based – is the ending of Bereishit in this week’s 

sedra. 

 Remember that the story of the people of the covenant begins with God’s call to Abraham to 

leave his land, birthplace and father’s house and travel “to a land which I will show you”. Yet no sooner 

does he arrive than he is forced by famine to go to Egypt. That is the fate repeated by Jacob and his 

children. Genesis ends not with life in Israel but with a death in Egypt: 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and take 

you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Then Joseph 

�
Jewish Time                                                                                   !                                                                                   Vayechi 57772

“We do not expect a sculpture to 
be incomplete, a poem to break off 

halfway, a novel to end in the 
middle. Yet that is what the Bible 

repeatedly does.” 



made the sons of Israel swear an oath and said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then you must 

carry my bones up from this place”. So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after they 

embalmed him, he was placed in a coffin in Egypt. (Gen. 50:26) 

 Again, a hope not yet realised, a journey not yet ended, a destination just beyond the horizon. 

Is there some connection between this narrative form and the theme with which the Joseph story ends, 

namely forgiveness? 

 It is to Hannah Arendt in her The Human Condition that we owe a profound insight into the 

connection between forgiveness and time. Human action, she argues, is potentially tragic. We can 

never foresee the consequences of our acts, but once done, they cannot be undone. We know that he 

who acts never quite knows what he is doing, that he always becomes “guilty” of consequences he never 

intended or even foresaw, that no matter how disastrous the consequences of his deed, he can never 

undo it . . . All this is reason enough to turn away with despair from the realm of human affairs and to 

hold in contempt the human capacity for freedom. 

 What transforms the human situation from tragedy to hope, she argues, is the possibility of 

forgiveness: 

Without being forgiven, released from the consequences of what we have done, our capacity to act 

would, as it were, be confined to one single deed from which we could never recover. 

 Forgiving, in other words, is the only reaction which does not merely re-act but acts anew and 

unexpectedly, unconditioned by the act which provoked it and therefore freeing from its consequences 

both the one who forgives and the one who is forgiven. 

 Atonement and forgiveness are the supreme expressions of human freedom – the freedom to 

act differently in the future than one did in the past, and 

the freedom not to be trapped in a cycle of vengeance and 

retaliation. Only those who can forgive can be free. Only a 

civilisation based on forgiveness can construct a future that 

is not an endless repetition of the past. That, surely, is why Judaism is the only civilisation whose 

golden age is in the future. 
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repetition of the past.”



 It was this revolutionary concept of time – based on human freedom – that Judaism 

contributed to the world. Many ancient cultures believed in cyclical time, in which all things return to 

their beginning. The Greeks developed a sense of tragic time, in which the ship of dreams is destined to 

founder on the hard rocks of reality. Europe of the Enlightenment introduced the idea of linear time, 

with its close cousin, progress. Judaism believes in covenantal time, well described by Harold Fisch: 

“The covenant is a condition of our existence in time . . . We cooperate with its purposes never quite 

knowing where it will take us, for ‘the readiness is all’.” In a lovely phrase, he speaks of the Jewish 

imagination as shaped by “the unappeased memory of a future still to be fulfilled”. 

 Tragedy gives rise to pessimism. Cyclical time leads to acceptance. Linear time begets optimism. 

Covenantal time gives birth to hope. These are not just different emotions. They are radically different 

ways of relating to life and the universe. They are expressed in the different kinds of story people tell. 

Jewish time always faces an open future. The last chapter is 

not yet written. The Messiah has not yet come. Until then, the 

story continues – and we, together with God, are the co-

authors of the next chapter. 
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