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WEEKDAY DAVENING INFORMATION

 שבת פרשת משפטים
 ערב ראש חדש/פרשת שקלים

SHABBAT PARSHAT MISHPATIM 
EREV ROSH CHODESH 
PARSHAT SHEKALIM

29 SHEVAT/FEBRUARY 25
Maftir reads from Parshas Ki Sisah (Exodus 30:11-
16). Haftorah is Kings II 12:1-17. Children may 
not  read  the  Haftorah  on  any  of  Shekalim, 
Zochor,  Parah  or  HaChodesh.  We  bless  the 
month of Adar. Don’t say א≠ל מלא ,אב הרחמים, 
or צדקתך צדק.

FRIDAY NIGHT
CANDLE LIGHTING - 5:24 PM 
MINCHA - 5:30 PM 
TZAIT - 6:27 PM 

SATURDAY
HASHKAMA/YOUTH - 8:20 AM 
SHACHARIT MAIN - 9:00 AM 
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:23 AM 
MINCHA - 4:55 PM 
SHKIA - 5:43 PM  
MAARIV/HAVDALAH - 6:28 PM

————— 

BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN 
ANNOUNCEMENT (BY 7:00 PM 
WEDNESDAY) OR DEDICATE A 
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO), 
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM.

CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD 
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909 
201-797-0502 
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG
 

Molad for Adar is Sun., Feb. 26, 6:20 AM 
& 9 Chalokim.

Sunday  
(2/26)

Monday 
(2/27)

Tuesday 
(2/28)

Wednesday 
(3/1)

Thursday 
(3/2)

Friday  
(3/3)

Earliest Talit 5:39 AM 5:38 AM 5:36 AM 5:35 AM 5:33 AM 5:32 AM

Shacharit 8:00 AM 6:00 AM 6:25 AM 6:25 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM

Gedolah 12:37 PM 12:37 PM 12:37 PM 12:37 PM 12:37 PM 12:37 PM

Mincha (Sun/Fri) 
- Maariv 5:25 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 5:35 PM

Shkia 5:44 PM 5:46 PM 5:47 PM 5:48 PM 5:49 PM

Tzait 6:29 PM 6:31 PM 6:32 PM 6:33 PM 6:34 PM

Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by David Garfunkel in memory of  
his father הכהן משה  ב״ר  פאליק   May his neshama .יהושע 
have an aliyah.

Kiddush is sponsored by the Agress family on 
the yahrzeit of Stephen’s father HaRav Hyman 
Agressז”ל. May his neshama have an aliyah.

Welcome to our Junior Scholar-in-Residence Donny 
Steinberg. Shiurim as follows: Friday night -“From Har Sinai 
To A Bunch of Rules: Why So Anticlimatic?”, Shabbat 
Morning -“The Torah’s (Not-So-Free) Get Out of Jail Card”, 
and at Suedah Shlishit - “Capturing Volozhin Inside-Out or 
Outside In? Observing Through the Lens of the Netziv”.

Sisterhood presents Banji Latkin Ganchrow speaking on "Finding 
Humor in a Sometimes Humorless World,” 3:45 PM in the 
sanctuary. All are welcome.

Soup Kitchen tzedakah project, Tues. night, Feb. 28, 6:15 PM to 9:00 PM, 
1095 Teaneck Rd. For details contact Eli at elilgreenbaum@gmail.com.

Mazel Tov to Shirley & Avi Vann on the birth of  great grandson to Brucha & 
Boruch. תגדלוהו לתורה ולחופה ולמעשים טובים ותכניסוהו לבריתו בזמנו ובעתו  
May they raise him to Torah, marriage and good deeds and may he be entered 
in the covenant of  Avraham our forefather.

http://www.ahavatachim.org
http://www.ahavatachim.org


 

Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission 
of  the Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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Fair Lawn Shul Events
Feb. 25  – Wine Tasting, Saturday 

night, 8:30 – 11:00 PM, SHOMREI 
TORAH.  For details: Wine Tasting.  
Mar. 4  – Fair Lawn Yoetzet 

Halacha Benefit Program, Sat. night, 
8:00 – 9:30 PM, DARCHEI NOAM.  
For details: Yoetzet Halacha Program.  
Mar. 4  – Paint Party, with Abbey 

Walin of  Not2shabby, creating your own 
glass serving pieces, Saturday night, 8:00 
– 10:00 PM, YIFL.  For details or to sign 
up: Paint Party. 
Mar. 5 - Rav Neuburger on “Becoming 

Religiously Street Smart” and Rav 
Willig on “From Satmar to Secular – 
Relating to Different Types of  Jews”, 
SHOMREI TORAH, 8:00 – 9:30 PM.  
For more info, click here: Shiurim. 
Mar. 5 – Rabbi Lebowitz Pre-Purim 

Shiur, Sunday, 8:15 – 9:00 PM, YIFL. 
For info, click here: Pre-Purim Shiur. 
Mar. 18  – Wine Tasting, Saturday 

night, DARCHEI NOAM.  

Kiddush Information
Kiddush cleanup for the month of  

February is Gorelik, Greenbaum/
Goldman, Greene, Greenstein, Heller, 
Infield, Kempin, Kestler, 
Kirschenbaum, Komet, Kor, Kwestel  
Kiddush setup for this Shabbat is  

Chessin-Carp, Schwitzer, Zezon 
Kiddush setup for next Shabbat is             

Dubin, Finkelstein, Freund 
To sponsor a Kiddush 

($1000/$613/$318 plus scotch) send 
an email to gplotnick@aol.com. 

Sisterhood Book Club
Next book will be Necessary 

Lies by Diane Chamberlain. 

Sisterhood
Please get Mishloach Manot 

orders to Renee Freund ASAP. 

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה

Youth Program
Groups for children 

ages 3-12 begin at 
10:15 AM, meeting in 
the Beit Midrash. 

Youth leaders for this Shabbat are 
Ben Shanblatt & Matthew Levine. 
Children under 13 are welcome at 

Youth Groups/Junior Congregation. 
Parents, please ensure that your 
children are in groups or with you. 

Adult Education  

CHUMASH CLASS - Shabbat 
morning before Shacharit. 
RETIREES’ SHIUR - Mondays, at 

1:00 PM. 
GEMARA SHIUR - With Avi 

Sonnenblick, Tuesdays after Maariv. 
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH 

THOUGHT - After Kiddush, 
“Pikuach Nefesh - Common questions 
on protecting a life on shabbat.”  

Ahavat Achim Future Events
Mar. 3 - Oneg Shabbat Series, 8:15 PM, 

at the Katter home (40-10 Terhune Pl.) 
Mar. 4 - Kiddush sponsored by Borsuk 

family celebrating Dov’s first birthday! 
Mar. 5 - Jewish Migration to 10th Cent. 
Mar. 11 - Michael Riskin Bar Mitzvah 
Mar. 12 - Shestack’s Purim Open House 
Mar. 18 - Scholars-in-residence, Rabbi 

Adam & Sara Frieberg, Rutgers JLIC  
Mar. 18 - Trivia Night 
Mar. 21 - Board Meeting (tentative) 
Mar. 25 - Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by 

David Garfunkel in memory of  his 
mother פייגה רבקה בת ר׳ חיים הלוי 
Mar. 26 - Rabbi Installation 
Apr. 8 - Bez Bernstein Bar Mitzvah 
Apr. 23 - JFNNJ Yom Hashoah Event 
Apr. 25 - Board Meeting (tentative) 
May 20 - Kiddush sponsored by Joyce 

Heller 
May 23 - Board Meeting (tentative) 
May 27 - Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by 

Eli Zezon in memory of  שלמה בן אליהו 
 זזון נלב"ע ז סיון תשס"ד
Jun 17 - Suedah Shlishit is sponsored by 

Eli Zezon in memory of  ברוך מפציר בן 
 שמואל נלב"ע  כ"ד סיון תשנ"ט
June 20 - Membership Meeting (TBD)

You can help Ahavat Achim's finances and it won't cost you a 
cent! Just make regular Amazon purchases via this link: https://
smile.amazon.com/. After a one-time set up designating 
Congregation Ahavat Achim of  Fair Lawn as your preferred 
charity, nothing more for you to do except make your regular 
Amazon purchases.   
	 •	 Amazon will donate 0.5% of  the price of  your 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Ahavat Achim. 
	 •	 AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same 
prices, same service.

When Rosh Chodesh begins on Motzei Shabbat, it is unclear 
whether to recite "ya'ale ve-yavo," "retzei," or both in bentching 
after Shkia on Shabbat afternoon. As it is impractical to recite 
birkat hamazon at Suedah Shlishit in shul before sunset, one 
should finish eating bread by then (see Mishna Berura 188:33), 
and say only "retzei" in birkat hamazon. If  one did eat bread 
after shkia, then the suggested practice is to recite "ya'ale ve-
yavo" and "retzei” in birkat ha-mazon.

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.shomrei-torah.org/event/wine
https://www.darcheinoam.com/yoetzet-halacha.html
https://www.yifl.org/form/paint
http://www.torahweb.org/pdf/streetSmart.pdf
https://www.yifl.org/event/rabbi-aryeh-lebowitz-pre-purim-shiur.html
mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
https://www.shomrei-torah.org/event/wine
https://www.darcheinoam.com/yoetzet-halacha.html
https://www.yifl.org/form/paint
http://www.torahweb.org/pdf/streetSmart.pdf
https://www.yifl.org/event/rabbi-aryeh-lebowitz-pre-purim-shiur.html
mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/


SUPPORT YOUR SHUL

Donate a Sefer, etc. 
The shul has Siddurim & Machzorim ($36) 
and Chumashim ($54) available to be 
donated.  Please contact Jeff  Safier at 
robynsafier@gmail.com for details. 

Yahrzeit Plaques 
Memorialize a loved one and receive 
written notice of  upcoming yahrzeit every 
year. In addition, your loved one’s name will 
be mentioned during the public Yizkor we 
recite on Yom Kippur and in the Bulletin.  
Plaques are $300 for members and $350 for 
non-members. For more information, 
contact Sophie Infield at 791-5518.  

Scrip
Scrip is available from Men’s Club. Email 
David at dmgarfunkel@gmail.com. Pay 
using Paypal (treasurer@ahavatachim.org) 
or use Discover, MasterCard or Visa - email 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org for details. 

Mishebayrach
If  you’ve made a Mishebayrach you’ve 
pledged to give Tzedakah on behalf  of  
those for whom you asked Hashem's 
blessing. Contributions to the shul are 
appropriate and can be made via Paypal to 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org, or via 
MasterCard, Visa or Discover by sending 
info to Steve Winchester (contact him at 
treasurer@ahavatachim.org).  If  by check 
indicate on its face “Aliyah Donation.” 

David Schwitzerע”ה Social Hall
Please contact Ben Lang at 
bmmnpl@aol.com  to book the David 
Schwitzerע”ה Social Hall for an event or 
special occasion. $250 per simcha 
(members) / $500 paid in advance for non-
members, plus the cost of  any additional 
clean up (plus a $150 security deposit 
refunded when the social hall is returned in 
the condition it started in). Private caterers 
must be approved in advance by the Rabbi.  

Sisterhood & Men’s Club 
Please contact Elliot Greene at 
egreene@acm.org to join the Men’s Club.  
To join Sisterhood, please contact Shelly at 
sewinchester58@gmail.com or Renee at 
reneeafreund@yahoo.com.  

Honoraria 
Contributions to acquire honoraria in 
memory or honor of  a loved one are 
welcome.  The available Honoraria list will 
be provided upon request by contacting 
Steven Plotnick at  seplotnick@gmail.com. 

Mitzvah Cards
Want mitzvah cards, contact Eita Latkin at 
791-8940 or parentsof3@aol.com. Cost is 
$3 per card. Also can be ordered in bulk - 
ten cards for $25, which you send out 
yourself  privately. 
 

SUPPORT YOUR SHUL
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IN ADAR WE REMEMBER . . . 

NAME
HEBREW 

DATE
CANDLE 

EVENING OF DEDICATOR RELATIONSHIP

Osias Garfunkel 3 February 28 David Garfunkel Father
Louis Tabatneck 6 March 3 Naomi Levine Husband's Cousin
Charles Cooperwasser 10 March 7 Seymour Wigod Uncle
Bert Vann 10 March 7 Avi Vann Father
Pearl Iroff 10 March 7 Renee Freund Grandmother
Elaine Goldstein 13 March 10 Mitchell Goldstein Mother
Herman Klein 14 March 11 David Garfunkel Grandfather
Morris N. Matkowsky 15 March 12 Charles Matkowsky Father
Helen Garfunkel 16 March 13 David Garfunkel Grandmother
Charles Feldman Frankel 17 March 14 Elyce Smedresman Uncle
Pearl Gelb 17 March 14 David Graber Cousin
Bernard Page 18 March 15 Eita Latkin Cousin
David Wigod 19 March 16 Seymour Wigod Uncle
Doris Rotberg 21 March 18 Ellen Chass Mother
Fred Diamond 22 March 19 Lisa Eis Father
Edna Kerin Shimoff 22 March 19 Melanie Kwestel Mother

Morris Levine 22 March 19 Naomi Levine/ 
Kenny Levine

Father in Law/
Grandfather

Avraham Schaeffer 26 March 23 Mimi Weinraub Father

mailto:robynsafier@gmail.com
mailto:dmgarfunkel@gmail.com
mailto:Treasurer@ahavatachim.org
mailto:Treasurer@ahavatachim.org
mailto:treasurer@ahavatachim.org
mailto:treasurer@ahavatachim.org
mailto:egreene@acm.org
mailto:sewinchester58@gmail.com
mailto:reneeafreund@yahoo.com
mailto:seplotnick@aol.com
mailto:parentsof3@aol.com
mailto:robynsafier@gmail.com
mailto:dmgarfunkel@gmail.com
mailto:Treasurer@ahavatachim.org
mailto:Treasurer@ahavatachim.org
mailto:treasurer@ahavatachim.org
mailto:treasurer@ahavatachim.org
mailto:egreene@acm.org
mailto:sewinchester58@gmail.com
mailto:reneeafreund@yahoo.com
mailto:seplotnick@aol.com
mailto:parentsof3@aol.com


MISCELLANEOUS

Ahavat Achim Membership/Hospitality
Please contact Arnie at aspier@verizon.net for 
details on membership. For Shabbat hospitality 
contact Melanie at mkwestel@gmail.com. 

Bikkur Cholim/Chesed Committee 
If  someone needs a visit/assistance, contact Sara 
Levine at saralevine06@gmail.com or Mary Lisa 
Katter at kenkatter541@gmail.com. Speak to  
Sara to join the committee and offer assistance in 
a manner conducive to your schedule. 

Personal Announcements
Various life cycle events related to members are 
announced in the shul’s weekly bulletin (e.g., births, 
bar and bat mitzvahs, weddings and deaths), and 
the bulletin acknowledges travel to/from Israel for 
study. We also welcome new members and those 
who’ve moved into the community and express 
interest in our shul. Other personal 
announcements generally are not appropriate for 
inclusion in the bulletin, except as part of  the 
bulletin’s dedication (a $36 cost - $54 with photo). 
Thank you for your cooperation.  

Numbers & Info
ERUV UPDATE – By Email Only.  To subscribe, 

email fairlawneruv-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
or check the status at www.fairlawneruv.com. 
MIKVAH – 201-796-0350.  At Shomrei Torah, 

weekdays 9:00 PM–10:30 PM, Motzei Shabbat from 
1 ¼ hours after Shabbat ends for 1 ½ hours. Kaylim 
Mikvah: Sunday 10 AM-3 PM 
TWITTER: @AhavatAchimFL 
FACEBOOK: facebook.com/groups/

ahavat.achim/ 
INSTAGRAM: instagram.com/ahavatachimfl/?hl=en  

Shul Calendar
To add events to the shul calendar email 

Larry at lardavbern@gmail.com
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Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission of  the 
Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.

From The OU.ORG Four Shabbatot section is adapted with permission from The 
Book of Our Heritage by Rabbi Eliyahu Kitov and other sources.  

Shabbat Shekalim
Resh Lakish said "On the first of Adar, an announcement is made 

concerning the Shekalim." (Masechet Megillah)
The first of the Four Special Shabbatot is Shabbat Parshat Shekalim. 

It occurs either on the last Shabbat of the month of Shevat, or on the 
Shabbat which in that year coincides with Rosh Chodesh Adar, or on a 
Shabbat  early  in  Adar.  A special  reading,  taken from Parshat  KiTisa 
(Shemot 30:11-16) is appended to the regular Torah reading.

The  reading  describes  a  census  of  the  Jewish  People  which  was 
taken while the Jews were in the Wilderness, after their Exodus from 
Egypt. The Torah, here and in other places, teaches that it is forbidden 
to  count  Jews in  the  ordinary  manner;  rather,  the  People  should be 
called upon to contribute items, which would then be counted.

In the case of this census, the item which was contributed, by rich 
and poor alike, was a half shekel, the "shekel" being the coin in use at 
the  time,  roughly  equivalent  to  our  dollar.  The  collected shekels,  or 
"shekalim, in Hebrew, were then used for the construction and upkeep 
of the Mishkan, the portable Temple, which was used until the Temple 
found its permanent residence (despite its destruction twice, the place 
retains its holiness) in Jerusalem.

Equal participation of all the People symbolizes that all Jews must 
share  in  achieving national  goals,  by  giving up his  selfish,  personal 
interests  for  the  sake  of  the  nation.  One who does  so  gains  infinite 
benefit, because the mission of Israel is dependent upon the unity of the 
whole.  (Rabbi  Samson  Raphael  Hirsch,  cited  in  the  ArtScroll  Stone 
Edition of the Chumash)

The verses  also  speak in  terms of  atonement  that  is  achieved by 
participation in this half-shekel assessment… A solitary human being 
can  seldom survive  Divine  scrutiny;  what  person  is  free  of  sin  and 
shortcomings? But when a nation becomes one, it ascends, because all 
its individuals merge their virtues with one another.  This is also the 
reason that it is better to pray with a "minyan," a quorum, to establish a 
community, whose virtues can merge, instead of praying individually.

Parshat Shekalim recalls the time of Purim, which was also a time of 
Divine scrutiny and judgment for the Jewish People. The name of the 
Day of Atonement, Yom HaKippurim, the "Day which is like Purim," is 
also suggestive of this relationship, although Purim also contains the 
word "Pur," lottery, to suggest how G-d uses what seems to be "chance" 
in His administration of the world.

At the time of Purim, an edict was issued by an earthly "court;" i.e., 
the "court" of Haman and Achashverosh, calling for harsh punishment, 
if not the destruction, of the Jewish People. The Fast of Taanit Esther, 
combined with the Repentance of the Jewish People, unified the nation 
and  was  once  again  able  to  receive  upon  itself  the  "yoke  of  the 
Kingdom of Heaven,"  and renew their  acceptance of  the Torah,  "the 
Jews accepted again what they had begun to do," (Megillat Esther 9:23), 
and thus merit redemption.

mailto:aspier@verizon.net
mailto:mkwestel@gmail.com
mailto:saralevine06@gmail.com
mailto:kenkatter541@gmail.com
mailto:fairlawneruv-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://www.fairlawneruv.com
http://facebook.com/groups/ahavat.achim/
http://facebook.com/groups/ahavat.achim/
http://instagram.com/ahavatachimfl/?hl=en
mailto:lardavbern@gmail.com
mailto:aspier@verizon.net
mailto:mkwestel@gmail.com
mailto:saralevine06@gmail.com
mailto:kenkatter541@gmail.com
mailto:fairlawneruv-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://www.fairlawneruv.com
http://facebook.com/groups/ahavat.achim/
http://facebook.com/groups/ahavat.achim/
http://instagram.com/ahavatachimfl/?hl=en
mailto:lardavbern@gmail.com


Sisterhood Invites the Entire 

Congregation to 

Come and hear our very own 

Banji Latkin Ganchrow 

Humor Columnist for Kveller and the Jewish Link 

as she presents: 

Finding Humor in a 

Sometimes Humorless 

World 

 
This Shabbat, February 25 

3:45 p.m. 

In the Shul Sanctuary 



 בס״ד
 

CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM’S 

ONEG SHABBAT LECTURE 

SERIES 
 

Will Conclude on Friday, March 3rd  

At the home of Mary Lisa & Ken Katter 

40-10 Terhune Place 

At 8:15 PM 

 
 

Please join us for an enjoyable evening of  

learning with Rabbi Ely Shestack,  

friends, and refreshments. 
 

 

                
 

Due to the changing of the clocks,  
this will be the last Oneg of this season. 





 

God’s Nudge 

Mishpatim 2017 / 5777 

 First in Yitro there were the Aseret Hadibrot, the “ten utterances” or general principles. Now in 
Mishpatim come the details. Here is how they begin: 

If you buy a Hebrew servant, he is to serve you for six years. But in the seventh year, he shall go free, 
without paying anything . . . But if the servant declares, ‘I love my master and my wife and children 
and do not want to go free,’ then his master must take him before the judges. He shall take him to the 
door or the doorpost and pierce his ear with an awl. Then he will be his servant for life. (Ex. 21:2-6) 

 There is an obvious question. Why begin here? There are 613 commandments in the Torah. Why 
does Mishpatim, the first law code, begin where it does? 

 The answer is equally obvious. The Israelites have just endured slavery in Egypt. There must be a 
reason why this happened, for God knew it was going to happen. Evidently He intended it to happen. 
Centuries before He had already told Abraham it would happen: 

 As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over 
him. Then the Lord said to him, “Know for certain that for four hundred years your descendants will be 
strangers in a country not their own and that they will be enslaved and mistreated there. (Gen 15:12-13) 

 It seems that this was the necessary first experience of the Israelites as a nation. From the very 
start of the human story, the God of freedom sought the free worship of free human beings, but one after 

�
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the other people abused that freedom: first Adam and Eve, then Cain, then the generation of the Flood, 
then the builders of Babel. 

 God began again, this time not with all humanity, but with one man, one woman, one family, who 
would become pioneers of freedom. But freedom is difficult. We each seek it for ourselves, but we deny it 
to others when their freedom conflicts with ours. So deeply is this true that within three generations of 
Abraham’s children, Joseph’s brothers were willing to 
sell him into slavery: a tragedy that did not end until 
Judah was prepared to forfeit his own freedom that his 
brother Benjamin could go free. 

 It took the collective experience of the Israelites, 
their deep, intimate, personal, backbreaking, bitter experience of slavery – a memory they were 
commanded never to forget – to turn them into a people who would no longer turn their brothers and 
sisters into slaves, a people capable of constructing a free society, the hardest of all achievements in the 
human realm. 

 So it is no surprise that the first laws they were commanded after Sinai related to slavery. 

 It would have been a surprise had they been about anything else. But now comes the real question. 
If God does not want slavery, if He regards it as an affront to the human condition, why did He not 
abolish it immediately? Why did He allow it to continue, albeit in a restricted and regulated way? Is it 
conceivable that God, who can produce water from a rock, manna from heaven, and turn sea into dry 
land, cannot change human behaviour? Are there areas where the All-Powerful is, so to speak, powerless? 

 In 2008 economist Richard Thaler and law professor Cass Sunstein published a fascinating book 
called Nudge. In it they addressed a fundamental problem in the logic of freedom. On the one hand 
freedom depends on not over-legislating. It means creating space within which people have the right to 
choose for themselves. 

 On the other hand, we know that people will not always make the right choices. The old model on 
which classical economics was based, that left to themselves people will make rational choices, turns out 
not to be true. We are deeply irrational, a discovery to which several Jewish academics made major 
contributions. The psychologists Solomon Asch and Stanley Milgram showed how much we are 
influenced by the desire to conform, even when we know that other people have got it wrong. The Israeli 
economists, Daniel Kahneman and Amos Tversky, showed how even when making economic decisions we 
frequently miscalculate their effects and fail to recognise our motivations, a finding for which Kahneman 
won the Nobel Prize. 

�
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“Freedom is difficult. We each 
seek it for ourselves, but we deny 

it to others when their freedom 
conflicts with ours.” 



 How then do you stop people doing harmful things without taking away their freedom? Thaler and 
Sunstein’s answer is that there are oblique ways in which you can influence people. In a cafeteria, for 
example, you can put healthy food at eye level and junk food in a more inaccessible and less noticeable 
place. You can subtly adjust what they call people’s “choice architecture.” 

 That is exactly what God does in the case of slavery. He does not abolish it, but He so 
circumscribes it that He sets in motion a process that will foreseeably, even if only after many centuries, 
lead people to abandon it of their own accord. 

 A Hebrew slave is to go free after six years. If the slave has grown so used to his condition that he 
wishes not to go free, then he is forced to undergo a stigmatising ceremony, having his ear pierced, which 
thereafter remains as a visible sign of shame. Every Shabbat, slaves cannot be forced to work. All these 
stipulations have the effect of turning slavery from a lifelong fate into a temporary condition, and one that 
is perceived to be a humiliation rather than something written indelibly into the human script. 

 Why choose this way of doing things? Because people must freely choose to abolish slavery if they 
are to be free at all. It took the reign of terror after the French Revolution to show how wrong Rousseau 
was when he wrote in The Social Contract that if necessary people have to be forced to be free. That is a 
contradiction in terms, and it led, in the title of J. L. Talmon’s great book on the thinking behind the 
French revolution, to totalitarian democracy. 

 God can change nature, said Maimonides, but He cannot, or chooses not to, change human nature, 
precisely because Judaism is built on the principle of human freedom. So He could not abolish slavery 
overnight, but He could change our choice architecture, or in plain words, give us a nudge, signalling that 
slavery is wrong but that we must be the ones to abolish it, in our own time, through our own 
understanding. It took a very long time indeed, and in America, 
not without a civil war, but it happened. 

There are some issues on which God gives us a nudge. The rest 
is up to us.

�
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“There are some issues on 
which God gives us a nudge. 

The rest is up to us. 
necessary.”



�
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Watch Rabbi Sacks’ new 13-part video series on ‘Being an Inspiring 
Parent’ at www.rabbisacks.org/being-an-inspiring-parent/ or on his 

Facebook page (www.facebook.com/rabbisacks).

Videos to date include:

* Give children the space to inspire us, and they 
will

* Serve God in joy if you want your children to 
love Judaism

* Lead the way, with high ethical ideals
* No need for high walls
* Make your Judaism sing

“BEING AN INSPIRING PARENT”
A new online video series from Rabbi Sacks

http://www.rabbisacks.org/being-an-inspiring-parent/
http://www.facebook.com/rabbisacks
http://www.rabbisacks.org/being-an-inspiring-parent/
http://www.facebook.com/rabbisacks


The Men’s Club of Ahavat Achim proudly presents: 
 

Jewish migration patterns: from antiquity through the 
decline of Babylonian Jewry 

by 
Avraham Groll, 

Director of JewishGen 
 
This	presentation	will	explore	the	main	
Jewish	migration	patterns	from	Antiquity	
through	the	10th	century.	You	will	learn	how	
Jews	reached	the	land	of	Israel,	where	they	
resettled	after	multiple	expulsions,	and	
under	what	conditions	they	lived.	By	
understanding	the	Jewish	migration	
patterns,	and	the	circumstances	under	
which	they	lived,	you	will	be	granted	a	
deeper	appreciation	of	our	collective	Jewish	heritage	and	family	history.	 
	
	

	
Both	men	and	women	are	welcome	to	attend.	
 
Date: Sunday, March 5, 2017 
Time: 9:15 am 
 
Place: Congregation Ahavat Achim 
  18-25 Saddle River Road 
  Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 
 
Food: A light breakfast will be served. 
 
Cost: FREE if reservation made by March 2nd  
  $5.00 for all others 
 
RSVP: By Email: MensClub@AhavatAchim.org 
   By Phone: 201-519-7951 
 
We encourage you to pay your Men’s Club dues if you haven’t done so already 
($36 or $25 if you purchase $200 worth of scrip). 

 
	





AHAVAT ACHIM
PRESENTS:

RETIREE'S SHIUR SERIES

EVERY
MONDAY
AT 1 PM

Shiur im  wi l l  focus  on  quest ions  and
answers  in  modern  responsa  l i te ra ture ,
fea tur ing  posk im l ike  Rabb i  Moshe
Fe ins te in  and  Rabb i  Ovadia  Yosef  

A H A V A T  A C H I M ,  1 8 - 2 5  S A D D L E  R I V E R  R O A D
F A I R L A W N ,  N J
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