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WEEKDAY DAVENING INFORMATION

  שבת פרש תולדות
SHABBAT PARSHAT TOLDOT

3 KISLEV/DECEMBER 3
Haftorah is Malachi 1:1-2:7.

FRIDAY NIGHT
CANDLE LIGHTING - 4:10 PM 
MINCHA - 4:15 PM 
TZAIT - 5:14 PM 

SATURDAY
SHACHARIT YOUTH - 8:20 AM 
SHACHARIT MAIN - 8:45 AM 
LAST KRIAT SHEMA - 9:25 AM 
MINCHA - 3:55 PM
SHKIA - 4:29 PM  
MAARIV/HAVDALAH - 5:14 PM

————— 

BULLETIN INFORMATION
TO REQUEST A BULLETIN 
ANNOUNCEMENT (BY 7:00 PM 
WEDNESDAY) OR DEDICATE A 
BULLETIN FOR $36 ($54 W/PHOTO), 
EMAIL SEPLOTNICK@GMAIL.COM.

CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
18-25 SADDLE RIVER ROAD 
FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410-5909 
201-797-0502 
WWW.AHAVATACHIM.ORG

Sunday  
(12/4)

Monday 
(12/5)

Tuesday 
(12/6)

Wednesday 
(12/7)

Thursday 
(12/8)

Friday  
(12/9)

Earliest Talit 6:04 AM 6:05 AM 6:06 AM 6:06 AM 6:07 AM 6:08 AM

Shacharit 8:15 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM 6:25 AM 6:15 AM 6:25 AM

Gedolah 12:10 PM 12:11 PM 12:11 PM 12:11 PM 12:12 PM 12:12 PM

Mincha (Sun/Fri) 
- Maariv 4:15 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 8:00 PM 4:15 PM

Shkia 4:28 PM 4:28 PM 4:28 PM 4:28 PM 4:28 PM

Tzait 5:13 PM 5:13 PM 5:13 PM 5:13 PM 5:13 PM

Seudah Shlishit is sponsored by the Sonnenblicks to commemorate the 
Yahrzeit of  Betsy’s mother, Elaine Perlmutterע”ה, Elka Shaindel bat Tzvi Hersh. 
May her neshama have an aliyah.

BEGINNING AT MAARIV ON  
DEC. 4, "ותן טל ומטר" MUST BE 

INCLUDED IN SHEMONEI 
ESREI.  LAWS ON PAGE 2.

http://www.ahavatachim.org
http://www.ahavatachim.org


 

Shirley Vann has dedicated this week’s Covenant & Conversation (used with permission 
of  the Office of  Rabbi Sacks) in memory of  her beloved mother Necha bat Yitzchokע”ה.
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Kiddush Information
Kiddush cleanup for the month of  

December is Winchester, Wolfson, 
Zarabi, Zezon, Agress, Banner, Ben-
Biniamin, Bernstein, Bickel, Borsuk, 
Brenenson, Brooks, Chass, Dubin  
Kiddush setup for this Shabbat is  

Schwed, Solomon, Winchester, 
Heller   
Kiddush setup for next Shabbat is    

Kempin, Kor, Lewissohn           
To sponsor a Kiddush 

($1000/$613/$318 plus scotch) send 
an email to gplotnick@aol.com. 

Adult Education

CHUMASH CLASS - Shabbat 
morning before Shacharit. 
GEMARA SHIUR - Tuesday 

night, 8:15 PM following Maariv 
with Avi Sonnenblick 
FUNDAMENTALS OF JEWISH 

THOUGHT - On Shabbat after 
Kiddush. Currently: “Understanding 
Rabbi Soloveitchik's Adams 1 & 2". 

Gita Cooperwasserע”ה

Youth Program
Youth Leaders for 

this Shabbat are 
Serena Freund & Ben 
Shanblatt. 

All children are expected to be in 
Junior Congregation/Groups or in 
shul with their parents. Please ensure 
that your children are not inside or 
outside of  the building unsupervised. 

Sisterhood Book 
Club

Next book will be All 
My Puny Sorrows, by 
Miriam Toews. 

Fair Lawn Community Events
Dec. 17 – Trivia Dinner, Motzei 

Shabbat, SHOMREI TORAH. Details 
at www.shomrei-torah.org/event/trivia or 
email ShomreiTrivia@gmail.com. 
Dec. 18 – “Breast Cancer: Can it 

Happen to You?”, presented by the 
HackensackUMC Surgical Breast 
Practice, 7:30 PM, SHOMREI 
TORAH. For details, click here: Breast 
Cancer Discussion. 

Ahavat Achim Future Events
Dec. 12 - Sisterhood “Moms Need to 

Eat Too” Event. 
Dec. 23 - Chanukah Dinner 
Dec. 24 - Y-Studs Concert at 7:30 PM 
Jan. 7 - Suedah Shlishit sponsored by the 

Wigod and Sokoloff  families in memory 
of  Ron’s and Cheryl’sע”ה parents Leonore 
(Leah bat Zevע”ה) and Benjamin (Boruch 
Chaim ben Zevulun Aryehע”ה) Sokoloff. 
Jan. 14 - Noah Greenbaum Bar Mitzvah 
Feb. 11 - Yachad Shabbaton 
Feb. 18 - Kiddush sponsored by Eisman 

family in honor of  Daniel’s Auf  Ruf  and 
upcoming wedding to Shira Redlich. 
Feb. 25 - Kiddush sponsored by Agress 

family on the yahrzeit of  Stephen’s father 
HaRav Hyman Agressז”ל. 
Mar. 11 - Michael Riskin Bar Mitzvah

You can help Ahavat Achim's finances and it won't cost you a 
cent! Just make regular Amazon purchases via this link: https://
smile.amazon.com/. After a one-time set up designating 
Congregation Ahavat Achim of  Fair Lawn as your preferred 
charity, nothing more for you to do except make your regular 

Amazon purchases.   
	 •	 Amazon will donate 0.5% of  the price of  your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to Ahavat Achim. 
	 •	 AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, 
same prices, same service.

 At Maariv on Sunday night, December 4, we begin to include :ותן טל ומטר
 into the Shemonei Esrei. If one became aware, after he had "ותן טל ומטר"
completed the Bracha מברך השנים, that he had omitted "ותן טל ומטר" he 
should insert it right before "כי אתה שומע" of שמע קולנו. If he had already 
completed the Bracha שומע תפלה, he may insert it before saying "רצה". If he 
had already begun "רצה" he must return to the Bracha "ברך עלינו", which is 
the proper place for "ותן טל ומטר". If he had already completed the 
Shemonei Esrei, then he must repeat the entire Shemonei Esrei. In any 
situation in which a person must repeat the entire Shemonei Esrei, he may 
fulfill his obligation by listening to every word of the Chazzan's Repetition 
from beginning to end, with the intention of thus fulfilling his obligation. It 
is advisable to repeat 101 times [at the very least 90 times]: "ואת כל מיני 
 "ותן טל ומטר" so as to make the inclusion of "תבואתה לטובה ותן טל ומטר לברכה
habitual and fluent, thus eliminating any future doubt as to whether one 
included "ותן טל ומטר" in the Shemonei Esrei or not.

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9ef1eznac0oyfb7/Breast%20Cancer-%20Can%20it%20Happen%20to%20You%3F%20Flyer.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9ef1eznac0oyfb7/Breast%20Cancer-%20Can%20it%20Happen%20to%20You%3F%20Flyer.pdf?dl=0
mailto:gplotnick@aol.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9ef1eznac0oyfb7/Breast%20Cancer-%20Can%20it%20Happen%20to%20You%3F%20Flyer.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9ef1eznac0oyfb7/Breast%20Cancer-%20Can%20it%20Happen%20to%20You%3F%20Flyer.pdf?dl=0
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/


Coach Gila Presents . . .

Preparing Healhy On-The-Go Lunches

Moms Need to Eat Too!

8:00pm
Monday, December 12, 2016
Congregation Ahavat Achim
1825 Saddle River Road

Fair Lawn, NJ

Admission:
$10 Ahavat Achim Sisterhood Members

$15 nonmembers

For information contact:
sisterhood@ahavatachim.org

RSVP's requested but your presence is always welcome!

Coach Gila guides her clients to change their relationship with food, end yoyo dieting, lose

weight, heal from autoimmune diseases, and manage IBS and Diabetes.  She consults for food

markets, schools, corporations, providing highimpact, practical tips and tools that are easy to

implement and create sustainable change.  For more information about Coach Gila, visit her

website www.mainassethealth.com 







 

Why Did Isaac Love Esau? 

Toldot 2016 / 5777 

 Even before they were born, Jacob and Esau struggled in the womb. They were destined, it 

seems, to be eternal adversaries. Not only were they were different in character and appearance. They 

also held different places in their parents’ affections: 

The boys grew up, and Esau became a skilful hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob was a 

quiet man, staying among the tents. Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah 

loved Jacob. (Gen. 25:27-2:8) 

 We know why Rebekah loved Jacob. Before the twins were born, the pains Rebekah felt were so 

great that “she went to inquire of the Lord.” This is what she was told: 

“Two nations are in your womb, 

and two peoples from within you will be separated; 

one people will be stronger than the other, 

and the older will serve the younger.” (Gen. 25:23) 

�
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 It seemed as if God were saying that the younger would prevail and carry forward the burden of 

history, so it was the younger, Jacob, whom she loved. 

 But why, in that case, did Isaac love Esau? Did he not know about Rebekah’s oracle? Had she not 

told him about it? Besides, did he not know that Esau was wild and impetuous? Can we really take 

literally the proposition that Isaac loved Esau because “he had a taste for wild game,” as if his affections 

were determined by his stomach, by the fact that his elder son brought him food he loved? Surely not, 

when the very future of the covenant was at stake. 

 The classic answer, given by Rashi, listens closely to the 

literal text. Esau, says the Torah, “knew how to trap [yode’a 

tzayid].” Isaac loved him “because entrapment was in his mouth [ki tzayid befiv].” Esau, says Rashi, 

trapped Isaac by his mouth. Here is Rashi’s comment on the phrase “knew how to trap”: 

He knew how to trap and deceive his father with his mouth. He would ask him, “Father, how should 

one tithe salt and straw?” Consequently his father believed him to be strict in observing the 

commands. (Rashi 25:27) 

 Esau knew full well that salt and straw do not require tithes, but he asked so as to give the 

impression that he was strictly religious. And here it is Rashi’s comment on the phrase that Isaac loved 

him “because entrapment was in his mouth”: 

The midrashic explanation is that there was entrapment in the mouth of Esau, who trapped his father 

and deceived him by his words. (Rashi to 25:28) 

 The Maggid of Dubnow adds a perceptive comment as to why Isaac, but not Rebekah, was 

deceived. Rebekah grew up with the wily Laban. She knew deception when she saw it. Isaac, by 

contrast, had grown up with Abraham and Sarah. He only knew total honesty and was thus easily 

deceived. (Bertrand Russell once commented on the philosopher G. E. Moore, that he only once heard 

Moore tell a lie, when he asked Moore if he had ever told a lie, and Moore replied, “Yes”). 

 So the classic answer is that Isaac loved Esau because he simply did not know who or what Esau 

was. But there is another possible answer: that Isaac loved Esau precisely because he did know what 

Esau was. 

�
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“Did he not know that he 
was wild and impetuous? 

Why did Isaac love Esau? ” 



 In the early twentieth century someone brought to the great Rabbi Avraham Yitzhak Kook, first 

Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of pre-state Israel, the following dilemma. He had given his son a good Jewish 

education. He had always kept the commands at home. Now however the son had drifted far from 

Judaism. He no longer kept the commandments. He did not even identify as a Jew. What should the 

father do? “Did you love him when he was religious?” asked Rav Kook. “Of course,” replied the father. 

“Well then,” Rav Kook replied, “Now love him even more.” 

 Sometimes love can do what rebuke cannot. It may be that the Torah is telling us that Isaac was 

anything but blind as to his elder son’s true nature. But if you have two children, one well behaved, the 

other liable to turn out badly, to whom should you devote greater attention? With whom should you 

spend more time? 

 It may be that Isaac loved Esau not blindly but with open eyes, 

knowing that there would be times when his elder son would give 

him grief, but knowing too that the moral responsibility of parenthood demands that we do not despair 

of or disown a wayward son. 

 Did Isaac’s love have an effect on Esau? Yes and no. It is clear that there was a special bond of 

connection between Esau and Isaac. This was recognised by the sages: 

Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel said: No man ever honoured his father as I honoured my father, but I 

found that Esau honoured his father even more.  (Devarim Rabbah 1:15) 

 Rabbi Shimon derives this from the fact that usually people serve their parents wearing ordinary 

clothes while they reserve their best for going out. Esau, however, had kept his best clothes in readiness 

to serve his father the food he had gone out to hunt. That is why Jacob was able to wear them while 

Esau was still out hunting (27:14). 

 We find, much later in the Torah, that God forbids the Israelites to wage war against Esau’s 

descendants. He tells Moses: 

Give the people these orders: “You are about to pass through the territory of your brothers the 

descendants of Esau, who live in Seir. They will be afraid of you, but be very careful. Do not provoke 
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“Sometimes love can do 
what rebuke cannot.”



them to war, for I will not give you any of their land, not even enough to put your foot on. I have given 

Esau the hill country of Seir as his own.” (Deut. 2:4-5) 

 And later still Moses commands the Israelites: 

Do not abhor an Edomite [i.e. a descendant of Esau], for he is your brother. (Deut. 23:8) 

 The sages saw these provisions as an enduring reward to Esau for the way he honoured his 

father. 

 So, was Isaac right or wrong to love Esau? Esau reciprocated the love, but remained Esau, the 

hunter, the man of the field, not the man to carry forward the demanding covenant with the invisible 

God and the spiritual sacrifices it called for. Not all 

children follow the path of their parents. If it was 

Isaac’s intent that Esau should do so, he failed.  

 But there are some failures that are 

honourable. Loving your children, whatever they become, is one, for surely that is how God loves us.
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“There are some failures that are 
honourable. Loving your children, 
whatever they become, is one, for 

surely that is how God loves us.” 
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