
Shabbat Prayer Times 
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim    6:45 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha      7:00 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat/Lechu Neranena  7:20 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting/Mizmor Shir Leyom Hashabat 7:40 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 4:55 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m. 

äçðî  Minha      6:00 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends    9:45 p.m. 

 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday July 27th, 2018 

Minha 7:00 p.m. (Candle Lighting 7:40 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at  
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday   
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  5:20 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.   
íéòåá÷  Kebuim  9:00 a.m.  

   

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  5:20 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.   
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.   
äçðî Minha  6:45 p.m. 

úéáøò Arbit  7:15 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 5:55 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:03 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 8:53 pm 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen 
 

Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

 Perashat Devarim   פרשת דברים 

Shabbat July 21st, 2018, ח" תשע ט' אב  / 9 Av 5778 

Perasha Page 938 Haftara 1195 in Artscroll 

Kiddush 
Kiddush this Shabbat is provided by Abir Yaakob Congregation and everyone is invited to join 

us for Kiddush after services. In order to continue our coveted Kiddush which we all enjoy on 

a weekly basis, we are always looking for sponsors.  

Everyone is welcome.  

 
Seuda Shelishit 
Due to Tisha B'Av, there will be no Seuda Shelishit at the Synagogue. 

 

Tisha B'Av Times 
Shabbat Minha 6:00 pm. Seuda Shelishit at home. Fast Begins at 8:50 pm.  

Shabbat ends 9:45 p.m. Arbit Motsae Shabbat 10:00 p.m.  

 

Sunday Shaharit Vatikin 5:05 a.m. Second minyan Shaharit in Main Synagogue at 8:00 a.m. 

Minha with Tefilin 7:50 p.m. followed by Arbit and Bircat Halevana weather permitting.  

Fast ends 9:40 p. m.  

(Reminder to say Havdalah at home on wine and hamavdil; no besamim or ner) 

 

 

To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.  
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza.  7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3  

Tel: (905) 669 7654  Fax: (905) 669 5138 



Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob  
Daf Yomi 

Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,  

one hour before Minha in the Midrash upstairs. 

Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca 

Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 

7:30 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day. 

Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm 

Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a 

learning session followed by an intense game of basketball. Eve-

ry Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips take 

place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi Azulay or 

Isaac Nacson. 

 

 

Kollel Yismach Moshe 

Please join us every Wednesday night at 8:20 PM upstairs in the 

Midrash for a very inspiring learning experience with the 

Avreichim of the Kollel Yismach Moshe. Topics will vary. 

Life Matters - Thursdays at 8:00 PM 

Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a  

discussion on deep and profound insights on life and Torah 

values. Refreshments to be served.  

For more information contact Max Benatar. 

Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8  

Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your 

friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in 

the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes 

followed by our own basketball league in the gym.  

For any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please  

contact yosazulay@gmail.com 

Nahalot 
Bella Brodsky ì"æ  9 Av/ Shabbat July 21st 

Margalit HaCohen ì"æ  12 Av/ Tuesday July 24th 

Mimon Benchimol ì"æ, Simy Bensalmon ì"æ  13 Av/ Wednesday July 25th 

Moshe Benchetrit ì"æ, Haim Bensimon ì"æ, Samuel Benzacar ì"æ  14 Av/ Thursday July 26th 

David Dadoun ì"æ  15 Av/ Friday July 27th 

Nahalot for the following week 

Efraim Medina ì"æ  17 Av/ Sunday July 29th 

Jemia Nassimova ì"æ  18 Av/ Monday July 30th 

Mary Kvitko Bensimon ì"æ  19 Av/ Tuesday July 31st 

Barbara Fridman ì"æ, Rahel Ruah ì"æ  20 Av/ Wednesday August 1st 

Alice Feldman ì"æ  22 Av/ Friday August 3rd 

 

 

Synagogue News 
Elections for Board of Governors 

The nomination committee will be accepting member nominations beginning Sunday June 24th, 2018 to Sunday July 

29, 2018. Members can deliver their nominations either to the SKC office in a sealed envelope marked “Nomination 

Committee” or by email to skcelections2018@gmail.com. 

The Nomination Committee will prepare the slate at the close of Sunday July 29, 2018. If you missed submitting your 

nomination, you will have a final opportunity at the General Assembly on Monday July 30, 2018 at 7:30 p.m.  

Advanced voting will take place on Sunday August 26th, 2018 followed by two days of voting on September 4th & 

5th, 2018. The new term for the Board of Governors will commence after the high holiday's on October 3rd. 

 

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please contact the office at 

(905) 669-7654 Ext. 1. 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  



Halachot of Tisha Beab 

 

-On Tisha Beab one is not allowed to wash oneself even for Netilat 

Yadayim in the morning. One may only pour water up to the knuckles 

nor may one wear leather shoes.  

These apply to both men and women. 

-Everyone must fast from the eve until the end of the following day, 

including pregnant women and nursing women. 

-One may not greet his friends on Tisha Beab and if greeted, one may 

return the greeting with seriousness and without elaboration. 

-One may not smoke publicly on Tisha Beab nor is one allowed to go 

for a walk for pleasure in a public place. 

-One is not allowed to learn Torah on Tisha Beab except for the por-

tions that refer to mourning. 

-It is customary to limit the amount of lights that are turned on, on 

Tisha Beab to only the minimum necessary.  

May Hakadosh Baruch Hu make this day of mourning into a day of joy 

and may we be worthy of seeing the rebuilding of the Temple in 

Yerushalyim Habenuyah “amen”. 

Tisha Be'Av 5778 – Why do we still hate? 

 

                  We are smack in the middle of Ben HaMesarim, the twenty-

one days between the 17th of Tamuz and the 9th day of Av. These 

days are meant for the Jewish people to mourn the destruction of 

the Bet Hamikdash and pray for its rebuilding. Truth be told, if you 

count the actual days between the 17th and the 9th, you will find that 

there are twenty-two days, so why do all the holy books refer to the 

days of Ben Hamesarim as three weeks or twenty-one days? One must 

say that the day of Tisha Be’av isn’t included in this set since it is re-

ferred to as a “moed.”  Given that the day of Tisha Be’av is the 

birthdate of the mashiah, and we do not recite any supplications, 

therefore we are left with only twenty-one days of Ben Hamesarim. 

                  I thought I’d take this opportunity to provide you with 

a hidush I read this week which can hopefully make our fast this year 

more meaningful. The Zohar states that the twenty-two days between 

the 17th of Tamuz and Tisha Be’av correspond to the twenty-two years 

that Yosef was in Egypt and didn’t see his father. This came as a result 

of his brothers’ baseless hatred towards him and his ultimate sale to 

Egypt. The Zohar writes that there were twenty-two days from the time 

the Korban HaTamid (daily sacrifice) was annulled until the destruction 

actually occurred, for both the first and second temples, and all this 

came as a result of Yosef not seeing his father. In other words, the 

baseless hatred of the Jews at the time of the temple, caused to awak-

en the original sinat hinam by the shevatim. In an act of measure for 

measure, God gave the Jews into the hands of Edom who displays ram-

pant anti-Jewish behavior and the Bet HaMikdash was destroyed. 

                  The question is that the first temple was destroyed not 

because of baseless hatred, but because of the three cardinal sins: 

idolatry, adultery and murder! It was only the second temple, which 

was destroyed by baseless hatred. So how is there a connection of 

twenty-two years from the story of Yosef and his brothers (founded on 

baseless hatred) to the first Bet Hamikdash when that didn’t seem to 

be the motive for the destruction? 

                  It turns out, according to the Gemara, sinat hinam very 

much existed during the first temple as well; maybe not so much in 

the mainstream public as much as it did among the leaders. The Tal-

mud speaks about the Rabbis sitting together at a table dining togeth-

er yet stabbing each other with the “sword of their tongues.” According 

to the Keli Yakar, it was this baseless hatred that set the stage for the 

main sinat hinam which was to take place during the reign of the sec-

ond temple. It isn’t a coincidence that on the 9th of Av, the story of the 

spies took place; the same spies who accused God of “hating” them. 

Rashi explains that because they hated each other they felt God must 

have hated them as well. 

                  Now if it’s true that the first temple was destroyed as a 

result of the three cardinal sins, then where were the rabbinical leaders 

of the generation to chastise the people and direct them on the right 

path? Why couldn’t they help the generation mend their ways from 

these terrible sins? The answer is because there was hatred among 

themselves. The leadership lacked unity, and when the leadership 

lacks the qualities needed to lead, then they can’t influence the people 

positively. So when the Zohar HaKadosh states that the twenty-two 

days leading up to the destruction of both the first and second temples 

were as a result of the original baseless hatred by the tribes towards 

Yosef, we truly can attest to how far a path this sin has taken. What 

started with our forefathers, led to our leaders and then eventually 

trickled down to us. 

                  We are stuck in an exile that doesn’t seem to have an end. 

The truth is that we are responsible for the distance between us and 

the redemption. It is still mindboggling the amount of hatred and foul-

mouthing comments I read weekly between Jew and Jew, synagogue 

and synagogue, community and community. We feel that we have eve-

ry right to trash various Jewish sects because we don’t believe in how 

they live their life or how they serve God. All of a sudden, we consider 

ourselves perfect; that we’ve done no wrong, so we can use social me-

dia as a medium to display the ignorance of other fellow Jews. I do my 

best to keep as many mitzvot as I can. Sometimes I succeed and some-

times I fail. I work hard to serve Hashem in its truest form but just 

because my peer or colleague or synagogue member serves God differ-

ently, I should hate him?! Or insult him?! Or bemoan him?! We need to 

start finding the good in people even if we don’t agree with the way 

they live life or their ideals. We need to show everyone a smile so that 

the recipient knows that they are loved. If only the brothers hugged 

Yosef instead of throwing him in a pit; if the only Rabbis of the yester-

year spoke respectfully to each other instead of speaking negatively 

behind each other’s backs; if only we can love each other the way we 

love ourselves… Yehi ratzon, shetivne Bet Hamikdash bimhera beya-

menu, veten helkenu betoratecha, la’asot retzonecha belevav shalem, 

Amen Sela.  

 

Tisha B'av- Preparing for Tisha B'av on Mosa'eh Shabbat 

 

This year, Tisha B'av falls out on Shabbat. The Gemara states that in 

such a case the fast is pushed off to Sunday, the tenth of Av. The fast 

is postponed and not moved forward in accordance with the principle 

of not hastening tragic event, such as this fast marking the destruction 

of the Bet Hamikdash. In a regular year, the last meal before the fast is 

known as the "Seudat Hamafseket," and it is limited to a certain num-

ber and types of foods. However, this year, the last meal is a regular 

Shabbat Seudah Shelishit. One may even eat a meal fit for Shlomo 

HaMelech, as the Shulhan Aruch states.  

From sunset, a person is in a state of "limbo." On one hand, it is al-

ready prohibited to continue eating and drinking. On the other hand, it 

is still Shabbat, and therefore one must not make any public display of 

mourning or preparation for the fast. For example, one should not put 

on his non-leather Tisha B'av shoes while it is still Shabbat. Rather he 

must wait 40 minutes after sunset, say "Baruch Hamavdil Ben Kodesh 

L'Hol," and then he may change his shoes and come to the Bet Knesset. 

The Halacha prohibits "Hachana," preparing from Shabbat to the next 

day. The Poskim discuss whether one is allowed to drink excess 

amounts of fluids throughout Shabbat in order to be properly hydrated 

for the fast. Is this considered Hachana? They rule that one may do so, 

as long as he does not verbally express that his intent that it is for the 

fast. The same applies for eating in preparation for the fast. 

 

Since Tisha B'av is on Sunday this year, the usual restrictions of 

"Shabua Shehal Bo" (the week of the fast) do not apply, as there are no 

days preceding the fast. Therefore, it is permitted to wear freshly laun-

dered clothes the week before the fast. However, on Tisha B'av itself, it 

is certainly prohibited to wear freshly laundered clothes. Accordingly, 

one must be careful that when he changes out of his Shabbat clothes 

on Saturday night that he dons weekday clothes that have already been 

worn. 

 

 

 



Parashat Devarim- The Root Cause of the Hurban 

Each year we discuss Tisha BeAv and the destruction of the First and Second Temple before Parashat Devarim. Of course, 

we hope that these words will not be necessary or relevant, as we pray that the Bet HaMikdash will be rebuilt. Similarly, some report that a certain 

famous rabbi would put his Kinot is geniza each year, and buy a new book each year, hoping that each year will be the last year. The Talmud (Yoma 

9a) teaches that the first Temple was destroyed because the people violated three cardinal sins: Idol worship, forbidden sexual relations, and blood-

shed. The Second Temple, however, was destroyed due to “sinat hinam” - wanton hatred. The gemara then asks, and in the First Temple era was 

there really no baseless hatred? The gemara suggests that while during the First Temple period it was only the leaders of the nation who harbored 

baseless hatred for each other, during the Second Temple period, the nation as a whole engaged in wanton hatred. The Talmud further suggests 

that during the First Temple period, the sin was exposed and evident to all therefore, and they made no attempt to hide their behavior. In this case 

their punishment was also revealed and they knew that they would return to the Land after seventy years. During the Second Temple period, howev-

er, the people attempted to disguise their behavior, and therefore, the scope and extent of their punishment was also disguised and kept a secret.  

 Let us ask a simple question: What is the sin of “sinat hinam”? Seemingly, eating hametz on Pesah, or violating the Shabbat are worse sins! 

There seem to be so many more severe sins than sinat hinam. Why do the Rabbis insist that the Temple was destroyed due to sinat hinam? Interest-

ingly, elsewhere (Nedarim 81a) the Talmud attributes the destruction of the First Temple to the people not reciting Birkot HaTorah, the blessings 

said each morning before learning Torah. Here too, we must ask, is it possible that this is the reason for the destruction of the first Temple and the 

exile of the Jewish people? I would like to suggest the following idea: While it is true that during the First Temple period they violated the three car-

dinal sins, the Rabbis searched for the source, the reason for their sins. The Rabbis suggested, based upon a verse in Yirmiyahu (9:11), that the 

people did not say the blessings over the Torah. Do the Rabbis really believe that the Temple was destroyed because the people did not recite the 

Birkot HaTorah before studying Torah? The word “Torah” means instruction. The Torah is a guide; an instruction manual. Torah is meant to offer 

guidance and refine the character of a person. The Rabbis teach that the non-Jews have much wisdom, “hochma bagoyyim ta’amin”; however, they 

do not have Torah, i.e. their wisdom is not intended to change and refine a person. There is a separation between the philosophy and the behavior.  

 

R. Meir Shapiro, the founder of the Daf HaYomi, noted that in Pirkei Avot, each and every teaching is attributed to a person, because the ethical 

teachings can be demonstrated by the behavior of its teacher. However, Torah only changes, and elevates a person when it is studied with the prop-

er intention. When we see people who learn Torah but do not behave properly, we must assume that they are not learning Torah properly.  

The Rabbis wondered how, during the First Temple Period, people who are learning Torah could also violate these three grave sins? They explained 

that “they did not recite the blessings before [studying Torah],” in other words, they did not put the Torah in the proper context and learn it proper-

ly, with the right intentions. The purpose of Torah is to grow into a better person. Therefore, the root cause of the destruction of the first and sec-

ond Temple was not really the three cardinal sins, or sinat hinam, rather, the Temples were destroyed because they learned Torah without any in-

tention to change. During the First Temple, this improper learning led to the violation of the three sins, and during the Second Temple, it led to 

sinat hinam. Unfortunately, the Temple has not been rebuilt because we haven’t yet succeeded in internalizing our Torah study, and allowing the 

Torah to shape and refine our personality, and become better people.  

The Talmud relates that Rabbi Akiba taught, “ve’ahavta lere’acha kamocha- zeh klal gadol baTorah” – “And you shall love your neighbor as yourself, 

this is a great principle in the Torah.” We can explain that the “klal gadol”, the “great principle”- is the essence of Torah, and loving our fellow man 

is an outgrowth of the proper approach to and study of the Torah.  

By Rabbi Eli Mansour 

  


