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Perashat Matot-Masei מסעי-פרשת מטות
Shabbat July 14th, 2018,  ב' אב תשע"ח/ 2 Av 5778
Perasha Page 900 Haftara 1193 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
íéøéùä øéù Shir Hashirim
äçðî Minha
úáù úìá÷ Kabalat Shabbat/Lechu Neranena
úåøð ú÷ìãä Candle Lighting/Mizmor Shir Leyom Hashabat

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin
úéøçù Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35)
éîåé óã Daf Yomi
í"áîø øåòù Rambam Shiur
íéìäú Tehilim
äçðî Minha
áåè òåáù Shabbat Ends

6:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:20 p.m.
7:40 p.m.
4:50 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:45 p.m.
8:15 p.m.
9:51 p.m.

Ereb Shabbat, Friday July 20th, 2018
Minha 7:00 p.m. (Candle Lighting 7:40 p.m.)

Weekday Services at
Medrash Torah Vehayim
úéøçù

Shaharit Sunday

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
úéøçù

5:10 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Shaharit Weekdays

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
äçðî Minha
úéáøò Arbit

5:10 a.m.
6:45 a.m.
8:15 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 5:49 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:00 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 8:58 pm

Mazal Tob
Mazal Tob to Mr. and Mrs. Stanley and Vanessa Afriat on the birth of a baby boy.
Proud Grandparents: Mr. and Mrs. Albert and Ruby Afriat and Mr. Moise Dadoun

Kiddush
Kiddush this Shabbat is provided by Abir Yaakob Congregation and everyone is invited to join
us for Kiddush after services. In order to continue our coveted Kiddush which we all enjoy on
a weekly basis, we are always looking for sponsors.
Everyone is welcome.

Seuda Shelishit
This Shabbat, Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by:
Sydney and Hannah Ohayon, in loving memory of his father David Ohayon ì"æ,
Mark, Esther, Max and Anita Benatar, in loving memory of their father Elias Benatar ì"æ and
their grandmother Esther Benatar ì"æ, Albert and Ruby Afriat, in loving memory of his mother
Esther Afriat ì"æ, Ovadya and Elvira Gulerson, in loving memory of his mother Esther
Gulerson ì"æ.
Everyone is welcome.

To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.

This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza. 7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3
Tel: (905) 669 7654 Fax: (905) 669 5138

Nahalot
Esther Gulerson ì"æ 2 Av/ Shabbat July 14th
David Ohayon ì"æ 4 Av/ Monday July 16th
Elias Benatar ì"æ 5 Av/ Tuesday July 17th
Esther Benatar ì"æ 7 Av/ Thursday July 19th
Esther Afriat ì"æ 8 Av/ Friday July 20th

Nahalot for the following week
Bella Brodsky ì"æ 9 Av/ Shabbat July 21st
Margalit HaCohen ì"æ 12 Av/ Tuesday July 24th
Mimon Benchimol ì"æ, Simy Bensalmon ì"æ 13 Av/ Wednesday July 25th
Moshe Benchetrit ì"æ, Haim Bensimon ì"æ, Samuel Benzacar ì"æ 14 Av/ Thursday July 26th
David Dadoun ì"æ 15 Av/ Friday July 27th

Synagogue News
Elections for Board of Governors
The nomination committee will be accepting member nominations beginning Sunday June 24th, 2018 to Sunday July
29, 2018. Members can deliver their nominations either to the SKC office in a sealed envelope marked “Nomination
Committee” or by email to skcelections2018@gmail.com.
The Nomination Committee will prepare the slate at the close of Sunday July 29, 2018. If you missed submitting your
nomination, you will have a final opportunity at the General Assembly on Monday July 30, 2018 at 7:30 p.m.
Advanced voting will take place on Sunday August 26th, 2018 followed by two days of voting on September 4th &
5th, 2018. The new term for the Board of Governors will commence after the high holiday's on October 3rd.
Social Hall Update
We are pleased to announce that the Social Centre will be opened for the World Soccer Game between France and
Croatia on Sunday July 15, 2018 for the final game. Check flyer on back page for details.

Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob
Daf Yomi
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,
one hour before Minha in the Midrash upstairs.
Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at
7:30 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.
Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm
Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a
learning session followed by an intense game of basketball. Every Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips take
place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi Azulay or
Isaac Nacson.

Kollel Yismach Moshe
Please join us every Wednesday night at 8:20 PM upstairs in the
Midrash for a very inspiring learning experience with the
Avreichim of the Kollel Yismach Moshe. Topics will vary.
Life Matters - Thursdays at 8:00 PM
Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a
discussion on deep and profound insights on life and Torah
values. Refreshments to be served.
For more information contact Max Benatar.
Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8
Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your
friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in
the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes
followed by our own basketball league in the gym.
For any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please
contact yosazulay@gmail.com

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please contact the office at
(905) 669-7654 Ext. 1.
Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.

LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF THE NINE DAYS
- From the beginning of the month of Ab one must diminish all
joyful activities.
- Any person having a judgement with a gentile must try to
postpone it until after Tisha Beab.
- It is prohibited to buy items that bring joy to a person nor to
make preparations for happy celebrations as weddings etc...,
unless these would take place immediately after Tisha Beab.
- It is forbidden to sew new clothes and even to knit. However,
to make alterations is permitted.

The Kohen Gadol was concerned that someone would be in the
middle of a road trip and he would feel a couple of drops. In
fear of getting caught in a downpour, he might pray, “Please,
Hashem, let it stop raining.” Since that selfish prayer would be
detrimental for farmers and society at large, the Kohen Gadol
had to expend some of the uplifted moments as he exited the
Kodesh HaKodashim to pray that Hashem ignore that tefillah,
because he realized that Hashem might just listen to this single wayfarer!
To understand how and why it is so, we must analyze a story in
the Gemara.
The Talmud relates that a demon was injuring members of the
yeshivah of Rav Acha bar Yaakov, and all attempts to rid themselves of the demon failed.

One day, Rav Acha bar Yaakov heard that Abaye would be visiting their town, and he came up with a plan. He issued orders
- One may not eat meat during the nine days except for Shabat
that no one should invite Abaye to stay with them in their
when it is a Mitzva to do so.
homes, which would compel him to sleep in the shul (where
the yeshivah learned) that night. Acha figured that Abaye
- This prohibition includes fowl meat and food that was cooked
would meet the demon and daven to have it removed once and
with meat even when the meat is not going to be eaten.
for all.
- People who are sick, women who have given birth within the
last month, pregnant women who are weak, nursing mothers
who need it, are allowed to eat meat. (If eating chicken meat
will suffice, they should do so).
Being that this is a bad period for the nation, one must be cautious and avoid all situations that are potentially dangerous.

Parshas Masei: Selfish, But Potent Nonetheless
“For he must dwell in his city of refuge until the death of the
Kohen Gadol, and after the death of the Kohen Gadol the killer
shall return to the land of his possession.” (35:28)
The Torah makes the length of an unintentional killer’s sentence in an ir miklat (city of refuge) contingent upon a most
peculiar condition: the death of the Kohen Gadol. The Talmud
(Makkos 11a) relates that mothers of Kohanim Gedolim were
concerned that those killers might pray that their sons should
die, and they would therefore bring food and clothing to the
arei miklat in an effort to make its residents happy so they
should not wish death upon the Kohen Gadol.
The Talmud wonders why they had to undertake such action. A
verse in Mishlei (26:2) states clearly, “A gratuitous curse will
not come upon him”; one need not fear a curse issued for no
reason. Why, then, should the Kohen Gadol’s mother be concerned that her son would die as the rest of a killer’s curse?
Talmud Yerushalmi explains that there is a difference between
a curse and a tefillah (prayer). An unprovoked curse will not
come to pass, but there is no guarantee that an unjustified and
unprovoked tefillah will not be answered.
There is another halachah involving a Kohen Gadol that points
to this very same teaching.
We read during the avodah of Yom Kippur Mussaf that in the
times of the Beis HaMikdash, as the Kohen Gadol exited the
Kodesh HaKodashim, he would utter a short tefillah. What was
he davening for at that exalted time?
One of the things he said was, “Please ignore the prayers of
wayfarers.”

Indeed, that is exactly what happened.
The Maharsha poses a question on this story. How could Rav
Acha bar Yaakov endanger Abaye’s life under the assumption
that he would somehow emerge alive and well? How did he
know that a miracle would save not only Abaye, but the entire
city from danger? Even assuming that one is allowed to rely on
miracles — which we are not allowed to do – a person who has
enough merit to warrant a miracle may not want to waste his
merits on having a miracle performed for him.
How did Rav Acha have the right to make Abaye lose some of
his merit in heaven?
The Maharsha answers that Rav Acha bar Yaakov felt that
Abaye would be able to stop this demon through tefillah, not
through a miracle. Prayer, he explains, is part of the natural
order of the world, and since it is a law of nature, one does not
lose merit when using it.
The same applies to the prayers of unintentional killers in an ir
miklat or of a wayfarer.
True, there is no reason for Hashem to grant their wish that a
Kohen Gadol die or that there be no rain because one person
will get home with wet clothing. But prayer is a natural part of
the system this world was built on, and it can be accepted even
without a reason.
When we see how potent prayer is even when the person davens for outrageous things (that the High Priest should die;
there should be no rainfall), we realize how much more potent
our prayers are when we daven that we should be able to learn
better, to be better parents, better spouses, and better members of our community!

Parashat Matot- Word Power
**This week's Parasha has been dedicated L’iluy nishmat Natan ben Shoshana Levy by his children.**

By Rabbi Eli Mansour

The parashot which are read between Shiva Asar BeTamuz and Tisha BeAv relate, on some level to the Ben Hamesarim. For example, last week, we
explained that Pinhas reminds of Eliyahu, who will usher in the redemption. This week’s parasha, Parashat Matot, discusses sins relating to speech.
The Torah teaches that when one makes a vow, “he shall not break his pledge; all that crosses his lips he must fulfill “(Bamidbar 30:3). People often
believe that while actions are serious, words don’t harm anyone. The Torah is teaching us that a person who takes a vow is bound by another mitzvah of the Torah! Similarly, if a person consecrates an animal or object, he is obligated to donate it to the Bet HaMikdash.
The Talmud (Yoma 9b) teaches that the Second Temple was destroyed because of sinat hinam (unnecessary hatred). The gemara explains, based on
a verse from Sefer Yehezkel (21:17), that in the time of the Second Temple, people would eat and drink with each other, but “they would stab each
other with verbal barbs.” In other words, the sinat hinam was expressed in the way in which people spoke to each other. Before concluding our
prayers each day, in the “Elokay nesor,” we prayer that God should protect us from this behavior.
Although the Talmud attributes the destruction of the Second Temple to this sin, the rabbis teach us that every generation during which the Temple
is not rebuilt, it is as if it was destroyed in their days. Therefore, it is certainly no coincidence that we read of the sins of speech, the primary cause
of the destruction of the Bet Hamikdash, during these Three Weeks.
The Midrash comments, in the beginning this parasha (Bamidbar 35:3), “And when a man takes a vow’ – to this the verse (Kohelet 9:12) , “a person
does not know his end” refers.” What is the relationship between knowing one’s end and taking a vow? The Rabbis apparently see a connection between death, or mortality, and speech. Indeed, the very first sin recorded in the Torah (Bereshit 3), when Hava spoke to the serpant, resulted in introducing death to the world. Mortality is the result of the sins of speech.
Similarly, David Hamelech, in Tehillim (119:17-18) says, “Deal kindly with Your servant, that I may live to keep Your word. Open my eyes, that I may
perceive the wonders of Your teaching.” David HaMelech was thankful for his long life, and concludes that the secret to a long life is to “keep your
word.” And how did he know this? Some explain for the word “gal”, whose numerical equivalence in thirty three. What is the significance of thirty
three? The Rabbis explain that Yaakov Avinu died at age 147, thirty three years younger than his father, Yitzhak, due to the ingratitude towards God
he expressed in thirty three words (Bereshit 47:8-9). David HaMelech realized the power of speech which shortened Yaakov’s life by thirty three
years.
These parashot are read during this time of year, in order to teach us the severity of sins of speech. The Torah says that “should not profane his
word,” because, “all that comes from his mouth makes something.” Once a word is uttered, it cannot be taken back. Of course, as the Rabbis teach
us, “lefum zaara agara” – in accordance with one’s mouth, is one’s anguish, and also one’s reward. One can also do great things with one’s mouth.
One of the most important things one can do with his mouth is limud Torah, and more specifically, to study Torah shebe’al Peh.

