
Shabbat Prayer Times 
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim    6:45 p.m.

äçðî  Minha      7:00 p.m.

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat/Lechu Neranena  7:20 p.m.

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting/Mizmor Shir Leyom Hashabat 7:40 p.m.

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 4:35 a.m.

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m.

éîåé óã Daf Yomi     6:00 p.m.

í"áîø øåòù  Rambam Shiur    7:05 p.m.

íéìäú  Tehilim      7:50 p.m.                                 

äçðî  Minha      8:20 p.m.

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends    9:59 p.m.

Ereb Shabbat, Friday June 29th, 2018 

Minha 7:00 p.m. (Candle Lighting 7:40 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at 
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 5:00 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 5:00 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim 8:15 a.m.

äçðî Minha 7:00 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit 7:30 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 5:36 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 8:52 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 9:04 pm

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen 

Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch Perashat Hukat פרשת חקת  

Shabbat June 23rd, 2018, ח" תשע י' תמוז  / 10 Tammuz 5778

Perasha Page 838 Haftara 1187 in Artscroll

Kiddush
Kiddush this shabbat is provided by Abir Yaakob Congregation and everyone is invited to join us for 

Kiddush after services.  In order to continue our coveted Kiddush which we all enjoy on a weekly basis, 

we are always looking for sponsors. 

Everyone is welcome.  

Seuda Shelishit
Please join us for Seudah Shelishit after Minha 

Everyone is welcome.  

Nahalot 
Isaac Oziel ì"æ  10 Tamuz/ Shabbat June 23rd

David Ohana ì"æ, Salomon Ponte ì"æ  12 Tamuz/ Monday June 25th

Ruben Benhaim ì"æ  13 Tamuz/ Tuesday June 26th

Jacky Benoudiz ì"æ  15 Tamuz/ Thursday June 28th

Esmerelda Aquinin ì"æ  16 Tamuz/ Friday June 29th

Nahalot for the following week 

Messod Azulay ì"æ  17 Tamuz/ Shabbat June 30th

Estrella Benaim ì"æ, Sandra Azulay ì"æ  21 Tamuz/ Wednesday July 4th

David Cohen ì"æ  23 Tamuz/ Friday July 6th



Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob 
Daf Yomi 

Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag, 

one hour before Minha in the Midrash upstairs. 

Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca 

Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 

7:30 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day. 

Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm 

Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a 

learning session followed by an intense game of basketball. Eve-

ry Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips take 

place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi Azulay or 

Isaac Nacson. 

Kollel Yismach Moshe 

Please join us every Wednesday night at 8:20 PM upstairs in the 

Midrash for a very inspiring learning experience with the 

Avreichim of the Kollel Yismach Moshe. Topics will vary. 

Life Matters - Thursdays at 8:00 PM 

Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a  

discussion on deep and profound insights on life and Torah 

values. Refreshments to be served.  

For more information contact Max Benatar. 

Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8  

Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your 

friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in 

the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes 

followed by our own basketball league in the gym.  

For any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please  

contact yosazulay@gmail.com 

Synagogue News 
Mazal Tov to our Graduates 

We don't want to miss any graduates. so please inform the office or send an e-Mail to social@kehilacentre.com with the graduate name, the

school they are graduating from and the year and the year they are graduating from, and we will include them in next week's bulletin.  We also 

welcome the opportunity to note any special achievements for our graduates. 

Elections 

The nomination committee will be accepting member nominations beginning Sunday June 24th, 2018 to Sunday July 29, 2018. Members can de-

liver their nominations either to the SKC office in a sealed envelope marked “Nomination Committee” or by email to skcelections2018@gmail.com. 

The Nomination Committee will prepare the slate at the close of Sunday July 29, 2018. If you missed submitting your nomination, you will have a 

final opportunity at the General Assembly on Monday July 30, 2018. Advanced voting will take place on Sunday August 26th, 2018 followed by 

two days of voting on September 4th & 5th, 2018. The new term for the Board of Governors will commence after the high holiday's on October 

3rd. 

Social Hall Update  

We are pleased to announce that the Social Centre will be opened for the World Soccer Games to watch 

the following soccer matches for this coming week: 

June 24, 2018   11 AM - Japan vs. Senegal 

2 PM -  Poland  vs. Colombia 

June 25, 2018 2 PM -  Spain  vs. Morocco 

June 26 2018 10 AM - Denmark  vs.  France 

2 PM -  Nigeria  vs.  Argentina 

June  27, 2018   10 AM - Korea  vs.  Argentina 

2 PM -  Serbia  vs.  Brazil 

June 28, 2018   10 AM - Japan  vs.  Poland 

2 PM -  England  vs.  Belgium 

Please note that there will be no cover charge and only drinks and snacks can be purchased for a moderate price. 

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please contact the office at 

(905) 669-7654 Ext. 1.

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m. 

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  

  Our Journey 
This year marks the sixtieth anniversary of the founding of our community in Toronto. To commemorate this milestone, 

we are producing a book that will document those early days and the relocation of our community. The aim of this book 

is to document our Journey, so that generations to come can read for themselves the amazing sacrifices made by so many 

for the benefit of all of us. 

The book will be split into two parts, part 1 will focus on the general history of how hundreds of families uprooted  

themselves and left a comfortable life in Morocco to immigrate to Canada.  

The second part of the book is all about individual family stories from Morocco to Toronto. Every family will be afforded 

the opportunity to tell their story of their unique experiences. 

A full two-page spread, including pictures, is yours to create. 

 To date we have over 100 families that will contribute their personal stories. Please don’t delay, the deadline to commit is 

July 31st. To ensure your journey is included in this wonderful book, please contact either. 

Nisso Keslassy, 416-731-9062; nkeslassy@gmail.com or Jim Oziel, 416-451-2475; Jim@ccandp.com 

If you have already contacted us, a committee member will contact you to help guide you through the process. 



 אל תירא אותו כי בידך נתתי אותו   ")כא:לד("

“Do not fear him for in your hand I shall give him” (21:34) 
I believe the saying goes: “One act of kindness can go a long 

way.” When you think of kind people in history of the Jews, one auto-

matically thinks of those who volunteer for Jewish organizations or 

philanthropists who have supported Jewish institutions in their quest 

for survival. In the Tora, it’s hard to overlook Aharon HaKohen and his 

desire to seek peace among the members of his congregation. Glanc-

ing at recent Jewish history, a person that pops to mind is Oskar 

Schindler; who albeit isn’t Jewish, did whatever he could to save Jewish 

souls during the horrors of the Holocaust. But what if I told you that 

the evil Og, King of Bashan, could serve a great example for how far an 

act of kindness can go? Say that again? Og? The king who Moshe de-

feated during his trek throughout the desert? Yes. Let me explain. 

In fact, Moshe encountered two evil kings while making his way to Isra-

el; Sihon the King of Heshbon and Og the King of Bashan. Neverthe-

less, it was Og in which he feared. We know this base on the verse that 

Hashem needed to ensure Moshe that he had nothing to fear: “Don’t 

fear him, for in your hand I shall give him…Just like I did with Sihon the 

King of Bashan.” Why did Moshe fear Og so much? This question was 

posed by the Talmud in Masechet Nida 61a, which answers that Og 

could have been successful based on his kind act during the life of 

Avraham Avinu. When Lot was captured in Sedom, a “refugee” came to 

deliver this news to Avraham. Our sages tell us that this palit (refugee) 

was none other than Og. The truth is that Og’s message were said with 

malintent. He was actually hoping that Avraham would enter Sedom to 

save Lot but be killed by the opposing forces. This way, he would have 

the luxury to take Sara, his widow, as a wife. Disgusting, right? Never-

theless, the small speck of kindness he displayed by informing Av-

raham that his nephew had been captured was enough of a reason for 

Moshe to be worried that maybe he would lose the war.This is an in-

credible idea that must be taught and learned. Never underestimate 

the power of your actions. It would be unfathomable for a person to 

come up with such calculations that an evil person would have the up-

per hand based on a such a petty act. Yet Hashem maintains a different 

set of standards when it comes to kindness. “Notzer Hesed La’Alafim” 

means that not only can your act of kindness go a long way, but it can 

travel thousands of generations to help you. Unfortunately for Og, this 

small good act wasn’t enough to put him over the top as he was ulti-

mately defeated by Moshe and the army of Bene Yisrael. 

Hukat 

Here Hashem describes the laws of “Para Aduma” the red cow, which 

had to be brought to the Bet Hamikdash, a cow that had no blemish 

and on which no yoke has come.  The cow will then be taken out of the 

camp and shall be slaughtered in presence of Elazar Hacohen, who 

shall in turn take from its blood and sprinkle it towards the Tent of 

Meeting, seven times.  This cow shall be burnt entirely, putting in the 

fire cedar wood, hyssop and scarlet wood.  The Cohen and the one 

who burnt the cow would be impure until the evening and would have 

to wash their clothes and bathe before entering the camp.  A man who 

is pure shall gather the ashes of the cow, which shall remain to com-

pose the water of purification, but he also became impure.  These ash-

es mixed with living water, shall be used to purify whoever came in 

contact with the remains of a person, either by touching the body or by 

being under the same roof.  This person who is impure for seven days, 

shall be sprinkled with these waters on the third day and seventh day 

of his unfitness.  The person who sprinkled the unfit, shall himself 

become impure until evening.  These statutes to purify the impure, 

however, were one not purify himself, he shall be cut off from the 

midst of his people. Upon arrival of the children of Israel to the wilder-

ness of Sin, Miriam died and was buried there.  The nation found itself 

without water and again complained to Moshe for having brought them 

to the desert to kill them and their flocks.  Moshe began to pray to 

Hashem, who appeared to him and asked him to gather the congrega-

tion, and to take the staff and speak to the rock before their eyes.  

Moshe called the people, but instead of speaking to the rock, he hit it 

twice.  It is then that Hashem informed him, that due to the fact that 

He was not sanctified before the nation, he would not bring the nation 

into the Holy Land.  This happening became known as “Me Meriba”, the 

waters of strife. Moshe sends messengers to the King of Edam, relating 

to him all that the nation suffered in Egypt, and how Hashem listened 

to their prayers and redeemed them. Now they have traveled up to 

Kadesh and they would like permission to go through his land, assur-

ing him that they would not trespass any fields or vineyards, neither 

will they drink the water of their wells.  Nevertheless, Edam replied 

negatively, threatening and actually going out with his army to attack 

Israel, were they to approach their territory.  The Jewish nation turned 

away from Edam. The nation traveled to the mount of Hor, where Ha-

shem appeared, requesting that Moshe, Aharon and Elazar his son go 

up to the mountain.  For Aharon is to die there and Moshe will have to 

undress him from his priestly clothes and put them on Elazar his suc-

cessor.  Moshe did as Hashem ordered and Aharon passed away on 

Mount Hor and was mourned for thirty days by the entire house of 

Israel.  When the King of Arad heard that the Children of Israel were 

approaching his territory, he went out and battled with them, taking 

along captives.  The nation prayed to the Almighty, who helped them 

destroy the enemy and its cities. The nation continues in the wilder-

ness and lose their temper again, this time speaking against Hashem 

and Moshe, accusing them of wanting to make them die in the desert.  

Hashem sent poisonous serpents, which bit them and many people 

died.  The nation repented then, asking Hashem for forgiveness.  With 

this purpose, Hashem told Moshe that he make a copper serpent and 

set it up high, and whoever would be bitten shall be healed upon see-

ing it. The Jewish nation continues to journey, encamping in various 

places.  They reached Beér and Hashem gathered them to give them 

water.  The nation then sang, a song on the wall. The nation sent then 

messengers to Sihon, King of the Emorites, requesting permission to 

go through his land.  He also refused, confronting Israel with his army.  

But the people of Israel destroyed them, taking over their land and 

dwelling in it. A similar event took place, when the people began to 

approach Bashan and Og its king prepared his nation to attack Israel.  

Hashem appeared then to the nation, assuring them that there was no 

reason to fear Og, for they would do to him what they did to Sihon.  

Indeed, the Children of Israel destroyed Og and his nation, to the ex-

tent that there was no survivor.  They also took possession of their 

land. The Children of Israel left this region and journeyed on, encamp-

ing in the plains of Moab across Yeriho. 

Is It Permissible to Share Digital Music Files? 

There is a common question whether it is permitted to copy or down-

load digital music without paying for it. Very often a person wants to 

receive songs or even entire music collections from his friend, by easily 

sharing between two devices. The albums usually bear warnings and 

declarations that the producers are Makpid-forbid such copying. From 

a Halachic perspective, is copying an infringement on the rights or 

property of the recording artist? 

Hacham Rahamim Sha’ayo, in his recently published Mehkareh Ares 

(Vol. 8:5-Listen to Audio for full Hebrew citation)) lays down a very 

decisive lenient approach. He holds that there is no problem whatsoev-

er.  

He argues that a person’s voice is not a tangible entity that is owned 

by him in a legal sense. Just as his appearance can be enjoyed by any-

one, so too his voice. If someone was listening to a song in his friend’s 

car, can someone stop him from pulling out his tape recorder and re-

cording that song? He declares that there is no precedent in rabbinic 

sources for ownership of voice, scent or appearance. Even though the 

singer is Makpid and issues various warnings, he cannot forbid that 

which has no Halachic basis. 

However, he is stricter with regard to copying discs containing digital 

collections of books. He considers the books and the search mecha-

nism to have enough substance to be owned. Therefore, they must be 

bought and not bootlegged.  

SUMMARY 

The common practice of copying music from one another has Halachic 

basis. 



Parashat Hukat- The Well of Miriam 

This week’s parasha, Parashat Hukat, begins with the laws of the para aduma (the red heifer), and then relates the  

unfortunate death of Miriam. The Jewish people arrived at the wilderness of Zin… Miriam dies there and was buried there (Bamidbar 20:20). The 

Talmud (Moed Katan 28a) asks why the section which relates the death of Miriam is placed immediately after the section of the red heifer. The ge-

mara suggests that it teaches the following comparison: “What is the purpose of the sacrifices? They effect atonement! So, too, does the death of 

the righteous effect atonement!” 

Immediately following Miriam’s death, the Torah (ibid. 21) relates that “the nation was without water.” The Talmud (Taanit 9a) teaches that the well 

of Miriam dried up after her death, because “during the entire forty years they had the ‘well’ through Miriam’s merit.” Upon her death, the water 

disappeared.  The Torah then relates that after the Well of Miriam dried up, the people complained, saying “If only we had perished when our broth-

ers perished at the instance of the Lord.” They asked why God even brought the Jewish people, and their animals, to the desert if they are to die of 

thirst. In response, Moshe Rabbeinu and Aaron fell upon their faces at the entrance to the Ohel Moed. 

 

God subsequently tells Moshe and Aharon that they should “take the rod and gather the community and speak to the rock in front of all of the peo-

ple, and it will yield water.” Moshe and Aharon gathered the people by the rock, and said, “Listen, you rebels, shall we get water for you out of the 

rock?” Moshe Rabbeinu then raises his hand and strikes the rock, twice, and out came the water.  

This is a very, very troubling story. We might ask why Moshe and Aharon need to gather the people? And why did God tell Moshe Rabbeinu to bring 

a stick? And finally, why was Moshe commanded to speak to the rock? What is a person meant to say to a rock? 

 

Interestingly, the Targum Yonatan ben Uziel explains that when God commanded Moshe Rabbeinu to speak to the rock and to bring a stick, the 

intention was that only if the rock did not yield water should Moshe take the stick and hit the rock. In other words, the stick was intended only as a 

“back-up” plan. Our questions, however, remain.  

 

The Yalkut Shimoni asks a very important question. Why, in Parashat Beshalah (Shemot 17:1-7), is Moshe told to hit the rock, and here he is told to 

speak to the rock? He explains that the Jewish people, upon leaving Egypt, were ‘young’ and they only understand the demonstrative act of hitting. 

However, forty years later, they are older and more mature, and therefore Moshe Rabbeinu is commanded to speak to the rock, to pray, to study, 

and in the merit of Torah blessing will come to the world. In other words, God tells Moshe Rabbeinu that in a time of drought, we should pray, and 

study Torah, and only then will we merit receiving rain.  

 

If so, God intended to teach the Jewish people a lesson. Just as in a time of drought Moshe Rabbeinu was commanded to learn Torah next to the 

rock, and the fire of the Torah was meant to destroy and bring forth water from the rock, so too we are supposed to used our words, and turn to 

Torah study and prayer in times of crisis. Unfortunately, Moshe Rabbeinu was unable to united the people behind this solution, and therefore, he 

needed to use the second option, i.e. to hit the rock. The incident concludes when God tells Moshe Rabbeinu that since he was unable to perform 

this miracle, and to teach the Jewish people this very important lesson, in ‘front of the Jewish people’, he would not be the leader who would bring 

the Jewish people into the land of Israel.  

 

What do we learn from the episode? Those who study Torah have a special merit. It isn’t the horses and chariots which bring victory, but rather the 

study of Torah. If we only believe that, and internalize this message, then we will merit great blessing.  

By Rabbi Eli Mansour 

  




