
Shabbat Prayer Times 
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim    6:25 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha      6:40 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat/Lechu Neranena  6:55 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting/Mizmor Shir Leyom Hashabat 7:15 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 5:05 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m. 

éîåé óã Daf Yomi     5:30 p.m. 

í"áîø øåòù  Rambam Shiur    6:25 p.m. 

íéìäú  Tehilim      7:10 p.m.                                                                        
äçðî  Minha      7:40 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends    9:14 p.m. 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday May 11th, 2018 

Minha 6:45 p.m. (Candle Lighting 7:20 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at  
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday   
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  5:20 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.   
íéòåá÷  Kebuim  9:00 a.m.  

   

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  5:20 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.   
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.   
äçðî Minha  8:10 p.m. 

úéáøò Arbit  8:50 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 6:04 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:04 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 8:25 pm 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 ברוכים הבאים

Shabbat Shalom 
 שבת שלום

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen 
 

Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

 Perashat Emor    פרשת אמור

Shabbat May 5th, 2018, ח" תשע כ' אייר  / 20 Iyar 5778 

Perasha Page 672, Haftara 1176 in Artscroll 

Kiddush 
This Shabbat Kiddush is sponsored by James and Limor Keslassy and Ian and Rachel Keslassy in 

honour of their respective sons Judah and Matthew sharing the reading of Perek Revii.  

Everyone is welcome.  

 

 Seuda Shelishit 
Please join us for Seudah Shelishit after Minha. 

Everyone is welcome.  

 

Nahalot 
Abraham Kozai ì"æ, Alicia Hassan ì"æ  20 Iyar/ Shabbat May 5th 

Simha Lugassy ì"æ  25  Iyar/ Thursday May 10th 

Nahalot for the following week 

Elie Reboh ì"æ, Salomon Nassimov ì"æ  27 Iyar/ Shabbat May 12th 

Shoshana Rose Dallal ì"æ  28 Iyar/ Sunday May 13th 

Abraham Halioua ì"æ, Jais Benchetrit ì"æ  29 Iyar/ Monday May 14th 

Menahem Azulay ì"æ, Baruj Soundry ì"æ  2 Sivan/ Wednesday May 16th 

Yitzchak Irving Gencher ì"æ, Makhlouf Benaksas ì"æ  4 Sivan/ Friday May 18th 



Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob  
Daf Yomi 

Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,  

one hour before Minha in the Midrash upstairs. 

Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca 

Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 

7:30 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day. 

 

Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm 

Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a 

learning session followed by an intense game of basketball. Eve-

ry Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips take 

place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi Azulay or 

Isaac Nacson. 

 

Kollel Yismach Moshe 

Please join us every Wednesday night at 8:20 PM upstairs in the 

Midrash for a very inspiring learning experience with the 

Avreichim of the Kollel Yismach Moshe. Topics will vary. 

 

Life Matters - Thursdays at 8:00 PM 

Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a  

discussion on deep and profound insights on life and Torah 

values. Refreshments to be served.  

For more information contact Max Benatar. 

Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8  

Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your 

friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in 

the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes 

followed by our own basketball league in the gym.  

For any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please  

contact yosazulay@gmail.com 

Synagogue News 
Pirke Avot 

Hazak U’Baruch to David Lalou who read Perek Shelishi superbly last 

Shabbat. This Shabbat we’re looking forward to listening to Judah and 

Matthew Keslassy.  

Board of Governors Election - Nominating Committee 

Volunteers Required. 

The mandate of the current Board of Governors will expire very shortly. 

 We will be holding Board of Governor elections for new board members 

and need three volunteers to serve on the Nominating Committee. Mem-

bers of the Nominating Committee will supervise the election and vali-

date candidates. 

Social Hall Update 

We would like to remind the entire community that the Social Centre will 

be available for use by any member of the community, 

from Tuesday to Thursday, between the hours of 6:00 PM and 11:00 

PM, and Sundays between 2:00 PM to 11:00 PM.  

The Centre will be closed during all Jewish holidays. 

Rambam Shiur 

Please join us every Shabbat afternoon as Haham Assayag gives his 

famous Rambam shiur on the theme of Pirke Abot, this Shabbat at  6:25 

p.m. 

70 Torahs for 70 Years 

Dear friends, In honour of the 70th year since the establishment of the 

State of Israel, our friends at Mizrachi Canada have searched throughout 

the country for 70 Sifre Torah to be donated to Eretz Yisrael for daily 

use in IDF bases. These Sifre Torah will be reinspected, refurbished and 

rededicated as part of this goal. 

Over the years, we at Abir Yaakob Congregation, have been privileged 

to own many Sifre Torah in our sanctuary. While this is a tremen-

dous beracha indeed, it sometimes means that some of our Sifre Torah 

don't get used as much as others, even to the point where it's left un-

read for years. We felt that we had at least one Sefer Torah in 

our hechal that would be better served in the IDF where it will be used 

daily. Please join us in a special Hachanasat Sefer Torah this coming 

Sunday at Clanton Park Synagogue at 4:30pm (11 Lowesmoor Ave) as 

we accompany our Sefer Torah to Yeshivat Or Chaim (159 Almore Ave) 

before it makes it's departure to Eretz Yisrael. 

We are honoured to have Chief Rabbi David Lau be with us for this  

momentous occasion.  

See flyer opposite for more details. 

Wishing you and your family a wonderful day! 

Hacham Amram Assayag 

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please 

contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 1. 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  



 

)כא:ו(  קדושים יהיו לאלהיהם ולא יחללו שם אלהיהם  ""  
“They shall be holy to their God; they shall not profane the name of 

their God.” (21:6) 
        The Kohanim have a special role in the uplifting of the Jewish 

nation. They were charged with the daily services in the Bet HaMik-

dash which often resulted in the atonement of the Jewish people, both 

individually and on a communal level. With this responsibility comes a 

certain level of holiness. The Kohanim were instructed to constantly be 

“clean;” both physically and spiritually. They washed their hands and 

their feet multiple times a day and they needed to possess a clear state 

of mind when performing the service. Anything less would be extreme-

ly detrimental. It’s because of the above that they are commanded to 

be “holy.” It’s not enough to know that it’s a good thing to be and not 

act on it. A Kohen who isn’t holy doesn’t privy working in the temple. It 

goes without saying, that they shall not profane the service or the 

name of God, because you can’t be holy and unholy at the same time. 

This is why Rabbi Yaakov Naiman, Rosh Yeshiva of Ohr Yisrael takes 

issue with the above verse. Why does the Torah need to give the Koha-

nim two separate commands which ultimately imply the same thing? 

        The answer lies in the basic fundamental of our religion; in Juda-

ism, there is no middle ground. You can either be on one of two sides 

of the spectrum; the holy side or the unholy side. A person can’t be 

one who keeps mitzvot, yet sins in his backyard. Everyday in the sec-

ond paragraph of the Shema we talk about the blessings a person re-

ceives if he’s Vehaya Im Shamoa – if he listens to the commandments. 

Yet, to this same individual we caution: Hishameru lachem, pen yifte 

levavchem – watch that your heart doesn’t stray to worship other idols. 

Because the moment you stop your service of Hashem and His Tora, 

you can easily find yourself in the most profane parts of life. 

        Through this we can understand why on Yom Kippur, the holiest 

day of the year, we are instructed to read a portion of the Tora by Min-

ha that deals with illicit relations with relatives; arayot. How can it be 

that towards the end of this most auspicious day, we read of such irre-

ligious matters? The answer is because one can never feel comfortable 

in his present state of holiness. We are reminded that in an instant a 

person can go from “holy” to “unholy,” even to the point where he can 

sin with arayot. It turns out that the commandment, while officially 

directed to the Kohanim, have strong implications on the Jewish people 

throughout. We must learn to be diligent in our service to Hashem. We 

must continue to push harder, one step at a time; lest we fall into the 

trap of sin. May Hashem give us the strength to succeed in this life 

long task. 

 

QUESTION: What does the prayer that one recites on the 

Shabat preceding Rosh Hodesh to announce the day of Rosh 

Hodesh consists of? 

 

ANSWER: The Shulchan Aruch does not bring down this custom neither 

on the laws of Shabat nor the laws of Rosh Hodesh. However, Rebbi 

David Abudarham states that on the Shabat preceding Rosh Hodesh, 

the Kahal must be informed on what day of the week Rosh Hodesh 

falls. We are also told that it is the custom of many communities to 

announce Rosh Hodesh a second time on the very night of Rosh 

Hodesh: Before the Amida, the Shaliah Tzibur announces Rosh Hodesh 

to which the entire Kahal answers: “Libraja Lechayim tobim”. 

 

This Tefila is composed of four “Yehi Ratzon”: four small Tefilot 

through which we pray to the Almighty for the most important needs 

of the Jewish nation. In its second part, we find the prayer announcing 

the new month and the Almighty make it a month of blessing. The 

following is a translation of this Tefila: 

 

“May it be the will of G-d of the Heavens, to establish the home of our 

life (Beth Hamikdash) and to restore within it, His Shechina soon in our 

days and say Amen”. 

 

“May it be the will of G-d of the Heavens, to have pity o those of us 

who have survived, and to ward off death, destruction, sword, famine, 

captivity, and despoiling from us and from His people Israel and say 

Amen”. 

 

“May it be the will of G-d of the Heavens, to sustain for us all the Ha-

chamim of Israel wherever they dwell, them, their children, their wives 

and their disciples and say Amen”. 

 

“May it be the will of G-d of the Heavens that we may hear good things, 

news of deliverance and comfort and say Amen”. 

 

“May He who performed miracles for our fathers and redeemed them 

from Egypt redeem us and bring their children back to our own bor-

ders. Besimantob we shall have Rosh Hodesh ……on the day of…May 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu bring on the new month for us and for His nation 

Israel wherever they may be for good and blessing, for joy and glad-

ness, for deliverance and for comfort, for sustenance and uphold, for 

good news and for good tidings, for rain in its season, for a full refuah 

and for a speedy redemption and say “Amen”.  

The Beracha of Asher Yasar after Using the Bathroom 

 

The Shulhan Aruch, in Siman 6, delineates the Halachot of “Asher 

Yasar”-the Beracha recited after using the facilities. The Shulhan Aruch, 

which as a rule is a code of law, makes a rare exception and not only 

presents the Halachot of the Beracha, but also offers interpretations of 

its text as well. This indicates that the Beracha is of supreme im-

portance, and Maran wanted to insure that the reader would also recite 

it with proper Kavana. 

 

Maran offers three interpretations of the first phrase of the Beracha: 

“Asher Yasar Et Ha’Adam B’Hochma-Who created humans with wis-

dom.”  

 

First, “B’Hochma-With Wisdom” connotes that Hashem made the human 

body in a wondrous way, which he explains with the analogy of a bal-

loon, which only holds the air inside if it remains whole. If punctured, 

the balloon loses its air. Yet the human body contains air in the lungs, 

despite the many holes in the body. This is the magical wisdom and 

the wonder of Hashem’s creation, which we see every day, but rarely 

pay attention to. 

 

The second interpretation is that “wisdom” refers to wise sequence in 

which Hashem created man. First he created the world, with the vege-

tation and animal to serve as a food chain for humans, and only once 

the “table was set” did he create man, at the end of the sixth day. 

 

The third interpretation of the Shulhan Aruch is that the wisdom in the 

creation of man refers to the amazing human biology. From the respir-

atory system to the neurological system to the digestive system-they 

are all so intricate and detailed. Professors of biology can devote their 

entire lives just to studying one specific system. One doctor of pediat-

ric neurology once said that he had studied the brain for over fifty 

years, and science has only barely scratched the surface of the un-

known potential of the brain. This is the praise of the Asher Yasar. 

 

There is additional interpretation brought by Rabbi Mordechai Ha-

Cohen of Tsfat, one of the Arizal’s disciples. One of the greatest spir-

itual and moral challenges of the human being is overcoming his ego. 

When untamed, the ego leads to arrogance and promotes the Yesser 

HaRah. On the other hand, humility leads to the greatest accomplish-

ments, for example, Moshe Rabbenu, was the humblest of all men. 

Moshe said about himself, “Va’Anachnu Mah? -What are we worth, 

when compared to God?” The Beracha of “Asher Yasar” enables one to 

humble himself, because it forces him to contemplate his lowly nature 

as demonstrated by the fact that he can’t go more than a few hours 

without having to relieve himself. When considering that he has all 

these wastes in his body that must be expelled, how arrogant can he 

become, knowing his limitations? Thus, the Hochmah-wisdom is to be 

humble, as conveyed by the word “Hochmah” whose letters can be 

rearranged to spell “Koach Mah”-meaning, “What power do I have?” just 

as Moshe said “Va’Anachnu Mah”- “what are worth?” 

 

 

 



           To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.  
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza.  7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3 Tel: (905) 669 7654  Fax: (905) 669 5138 

 

Parashat Emor- Man and Beast 

 

At the end of Parashat Emor, we read of the unfortunate incident of the “Megadef,” the blasphemer, a man 

from Beneh Yisrael who publicly blasphemed the name of God. In response, God instructed Moshe that the 

“Megadef” must be put to death. Interestingly enough, however, God’s instructions do not end there. He 

then proceeded to tell Moshe other, seemingly unrelated laws: “One who kills an animal shall pay for it, and 

one who kills a person shall die” (24:21). For some reason, after establishing the punishment for blasphemy, 

God finds it necessary to add that one is liable to capital punishment for murder, and one who kills some-

body’s animal must compensate for the loss. How are these laws relevant to the context of the “Megadef”? 

 

The sin of the “Megadef” involves his misuse of the faculty of speech. Our ability to communicate ideas 

through words is a remarkable gift from Hashem, and is what distinguishes us and sets us fundamentally 

apart from other creatures. And we have been given this gift to use for lofty purposes – to speak kindly to 

others, to pray, to learn, and to help develop and advance the world. The “Megadef” used this power for the 

precise opposite purpose – to defame and desecrate the Name of God. God emphasizes this aspect of the 

“Megadef” story by noting the distinction between killing people and killing animals. A murderer is liable to 

the death penalty, whereas killing somebody’s animal is punishable only by compensation. The loss of an 

animal can be compensated for, but the loss of a human life can never be repaid. Human beings are funda-

mentally different from beasts, as we are endowed with a sacred soul, and this difference is most clearly 

manifest through the power of verbal communication. Therefore, when responding to the tragic incident of 

the “Megadef,” God noted the legal distinction between murder and killing an animal. He emphasizes the 

special status of human beings, who are able to speak and express ideas, thus highlighting the gravity of 

blasphemy, the ultimate misuse and defilement of the faculty of speech. 

 

The Torah makes a point of informing us that the “Megadef” was the son of a woman named Shlomit Bat 

Dibri. The name “Dibri,” which relates to the root “D.B.R.” (“speak”), likely alludes to the fact that she was a 

talkative woman, who did not exercise proper discretion in speech. The Torah thus mentions her name to 

show us the origins of the “Megadef,” the family background that very possibly led to his heinous crime. Par-

ents who speak improperly are likely to beget children who speak improperly. It is no coincidence that a 

woman referred to as “Bat Dibri” had a son who defiled his tongue by blaspheming the Almighty. 

 

Few, if any, of us are likely to follow the example of the “Megadef” and publicly curse the Name of God. Nev-

ertheless, we have much to learn from this unfortunate episode about the value and sanctity of speech. As 

speech is what sets us apart from animals, the way we talk in a sense defines the extent of our humanity. 

We must exercise extreme care in how we use this remarkable power, and always speak in a dignified, prop-

er and refined manner, using this gift the way God intended for it to be used. And as we see from the story 

of the “Megadef,” the way we speak has a profound effect upon our children, whose own manner of speech 

develops according to the example they see at home. If they watch and hear us speaking properly, this is 

how will they will speak, as well, and they will thus grow to use God’s gift for the purposes it wass intended, 

to glorify His Name and bring more Kedusha into the world. 

By Rabbi Eli Mansour 


