
Shabbat Prayer Times 
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim    6:10 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha      6:25 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat/Lechu Neranena  6:40 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting/Mizmor Shir Leyom Hashabat 7:00 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 5:25 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m. 

éîåé óã Daf Yomi     6:00 p.m. 

íéìäú  Tehilim      6:55 p.m.                                                                        
äçðî  Minha      7:25 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends    8:55 p.m. 

 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday April 27th, 2018 

Minha 6:35 p.m. (Candle Lighting 7:10 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at  
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday   
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  5:40 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.   
íéòåá÷  Kebuim  9:00 a.m.  

   

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  5:40 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.   
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.   
äçðî Minha  7:55 p.m. 

úéáøò Arbit  8:35 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 6:25 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:15 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 8:09 pm 

Shabbat Shalom 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 שבת שלום ברוכים הבאים

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen 
 

Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

 Perashat Tazria-Metzora מצורע  -תזריע פרשת  

Shabbat April 21st, 2018, ח" תשע ו' אייר  / 6 Iyar 5778 

Perasha Page 608, Haftara 1172 in Artscroll 

Mazal Tov 
Mazal Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Jacob and Mercedes Abecassis on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Joshua 

Proud Grandparents: Mrs. Esther Abecassis and Mr. and Mrs. Abraham and Esther Pinto.  

 

Kiddush 
This Shabbat Kiddush is sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Jacob and Mercedes Abecassis in honour of their 

son Joshua Bar Mitzvah. 

Everyone is welcome.  

 

 Seuda Shelishit 
This weeks Seudah Shelishit is sponsored by Mr. Leon Sibony in loving memory of his mother 

Estrella Sibony ì"æ. 
Everyone is welcome.  

 

Nahalot 
Maurice Shalom Wizman ì"æ  6 Iyar/ Shabbat April 21st 

Tuba Kissati ì"æ  7 Iyar/ Sunday April 22nd 

Aaron Bensimhon ì"æ  8 Iyar/ Monday April 23rd 

Menora Tabesh ì"æ  10 Iyar/ Wednesday April 25th 

Estrella Sibony ì"æ, Estrella Laredo ì"æ  12 Iyar/ Friday April 27th 

Nahalot for the following week 

Shimon Darvish ì"æ  15 Iyar/ Monday April 30th 

Yosef Danieli ì"æ, Raphael Elfassy ì"æ, Sultana Keslassy ì"æ, Jane Esther Benisti ì"æ  17 Iyar/ Wed. May 2nd 

Freha Zrihen ì"æ  19  Iyar/ Friday May 4th 



Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob  
Daf Yomi 

Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,  

one hour before Minha in the Midrash upstairs. 

Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca 

Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 

7:30 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day. 

 

Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm 

Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a 

learning session followed by an intense game of basketball. Eve-

ry Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips take 

place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi Azulay or 

Isaac Nacson. 

Kollel Yismach Moshe 

Please join us every Wednesday night at 8:20 PM upstairs in the 

Midrash for a very inspiring learning experience with the 

Avreichim of the Kollel Yismach Moshe. Topics will vary. 

 

 

Life Matters - Thursdays at 8:00 PM 

Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a  

discussion on deep and profound insights on life and Torah 

values. Refreshments to be served.  

For more information contact Max Benatar. 

Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8  

Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your 

friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in 

the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes 

followed by our own basketball league in the gym.  

For any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please  

contact yosazulay@gmail.com 

Synagogue News 
 

Pirke Avot 

Hazak U’Baruch to Yaakov Shlomo Benquesus who read Perek 

Rishon superbly last Shabbat. This Shabbat we’re looking  

forward to listening to Avi Kadoch and Jonah Azulay. 

 

Welcome New Members 

We would like to wish a hearty Baruch Haba to Mr. and Mrs.  

Jacob and Mercedes Abecassis and family, for becoming     

members of the Kehila family. 

Board of Governors Election - Nominating Committee 

Volunteers Required. 

The mandate of the current Board of Governors will expire very 

shortly.  We will be holding Board of Governor elections for new 

board members and need three volunteers to serve on the Nom-

inating Committee.  Members of the Nominating Committee will 

supervise the election process including setting date(s) for elec-

tions, validating candidates and the overall election process and 

provide information to the membership as to the results of the 

elections 

 

Social Hall Update 

We would like to remind the entire community that the Social 

Centre will be available for use by any member of the communi-

ty, from Tuesday to Thursday, between the hours of 6:00 PM 

and 11:00 PM, and Sundays between 2:00 PM to 11:00 PM.  

The Centre will be closed during all Jewish holidays. 

 

Mishmara 

The commemoration of the month of the late Mrs. Hanna Cohen 

ì"æ will be held at Petah Tikva, this coming Tuesday April 24th. 

starting with Minha at 7.50 P.M. 

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please 

contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 1. 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  



והעמיד הכהן המטהר  " )יד:יא("  

“And the Kohen who purifies shall place the person…” 

                   Rarely does the Tora ascribe adjectives to a Kohen and 

Levi. The laws pertaining to them are well described and their purposes 

have profound effects on the Jewish nation in their quest to serve the 

Almighty. It is for that reason that Rabenu Yosef Haim from Baghdad 

(aka The Ben Ish Hai) takes issue with Tora describing the Kohen as the 

“Kohen who purifies.” The adjective is given when discussing his re-

sponsibility in returning the leper back to purity. It is only through the 

Kohen that the metzora is able to rejoin the Jewish nation. So why is it 

only by the case of the leper, does the Torah ascribe the adjective of 

“ham’taher” and not by any other mention of the word “kohen?” 

                   He recalls a story that took place during his time of a 

young Tora scholar that was walking on the road and he heard some 

noise and laughter coming out of a certain courtyard. He understood, 

based on the words that were being spoken, that the men present were 

involved in gambling and that the raucous was heating up to the point 

that they began quarreling with each other. The young Talmid Ha-

cham, willing to defend G-d’s honour, came in harshly and rebuked the 

lads engaging in frivolity. Embarrassed of their actions, they apolo-

gized to the Tora scholar and insisted that he take the money of their 

earnings as a “kapara” for their sin. They accepted upon themselves 

not to gamble in the future. 

                   After a few months, this young Talmid Hacham found him-

self in a very stressful and uncomfortable position financially. Even 

borrowing money from others became difficult and he didn’t really 

know what else to do. He thought to himself that those jokers were 

probably at it again in their little courtyard. He said, “I’m going to go 

there, rebuke them once more, and once again, they’ll give me some 

money as a kapara and I’ll use that to sustain myself.” And so, he did. 

The problem was that after the second rebuke, the gentlemen fought 

back harshly. They stood up and began to curse him out. “Leave from 

here! Who made you an officer and judge over us?” They attempted to 

hit him, but the Tora scholar was able to flee. Unable to understand 

what happened, he went to his Rabbi to figure out what went wrong? 

Why did the jokers accept his rebuke the first time, even give him mon-

ey as a kapara, yet they scolded him the second time? 

                   The Rabbi explained simply: “The first time, your intent to 

rebuke was to defend G-d’s honour; it was for the sake of heaven. You 

had absolutely no intention to walk out of there with any money what-

soever. Therefore, Hashem gave you assistance that you should suc-

ceed with your rebuke and thus they listened. However, the second 

time around, you were all in it for yourself and your own benefit. You 

didn’t deserve G-d’s assistance and as a result they cursed you and 

attempted to harm you. This idea, explains the Ben Ish Hai, applies to 

the Kohanim on a day to day basis. They are in charge in fulfilling the 

needs and service of the people. When a person sins or is guilty of a 

misdemeanor, he must bring a korban for the Kohen to offer. The Ko-

hen has a physical benefit from this sacrifice, since he partakes in the 

meat. However, the intent of the Kohen is never for the physical satia-

tion received by eating the meat, but rather that of purifying the per-

son who is impure. For if the Kohen didn’t care for the wellbeing of the 

person bringing the sacrifice, then his offering would not assist to puri-

fy him/her. The verse therefore comes to teach us the following lesson: 

A Kohen can only bring atonement and purification to a person, when 

he specifically has the intent to purify; when he becomes the Kohen 

Ham’taher.” The moment the Kohen is in it for his own pleasure and 

satisfaction, then he’s just a “Kohen” – “Kohen” by name serving no 

meaningful purpose. 

Shabat Tazria Metsora  

 

Hashem speaks to B'nei Yisrael, telling them that any woman, who 

gives birth to a boy, shall be in the impure condition for seven days 

and on the eighth the child will be circumcised. For the following thir-

ty-three days she will remain in a state of purification, and she is nei-

ther allowed to go into the Sanctuary nor touch any holy things, until 

the days of her purification are fulfilled. But if she bears a girl, she 

shall be in an impure state for two weeks and will remain in a state of 

purification for the following sixty-six days. Upon ending the days of 

purification, she shall bring a sheep in its first year and young pigeon 

or a turtledove for a sin offering. These shall be brought to the en-

trance of the Tent of Reunion to the Cohen who would present it be-

fore Hashem. But if her means are not sufficient for a lamb, she shall 

then take two turtledoves or two young pigeons. 

Here the Torah describes all the laws that refer to leprosy and its carri-

er. These are from the most complex laws of our Torah and difficult to 

relate to, being that leprosy seems to be non-existent today. Neverthe-

less, we shall try to write some of the concepts in a very broad form, 

so to only have an idea of what this issue consists of: 

Leprosy of the skin: If a person has a swelling, a scratched spot 

or a patch on his skin he must come to the Cohen. If the Cohen sees 

that the hair in the patch has turned white and the colour of the patch 

is deeper, he will pronounce him impure. If these signs are not present 

the Cohen shall keep the plague in confinement for seven days, and if 

the plague does not change then, he shall confine him again for seven 

days, after which the Cohen will proclaim him pure, if further signs of 

leprosy are not present. 

Leprosy on clothes: If a green or reddish spot would be seen on 

clothes of any material or any leather or skin object, it must be shown 

to the Cohen who would confine it for seven days. If after this period 

the plague has spread, it would then be considered leprosy and the 

clothes would then be burnt. 

Leprosy of the house: If the plague were to appear on the house, 

the Cohen shall be informed and he shall command that they clear the 

house before he examines it, so that all that is in the house is not im-

pure. If the plague is on the wall in a form of deep dark green or red 

spots, the Cohen shall shut the house for seven days. If the spot 

spreads, the stones on which the plague is, shall be hacked out, and 

thrown away outside the city and the stones that were thrown away 

should be replaced. If the plague were to appear again, the house shall 

be demolished and its stones, wood and dust shall be carried out of 

the city. 

May One Purchase and Wear New Clothing During the 

Omer Period? 

There is some discussion among the Halachic authorities regarding the 

recitation of the Beracha of “Shehehiyanu” during the period of Sefirat 

Ha’omer, until Lag Ba’omer. Rav Haim Palachi (Turkey, 1788-1869), in 

his work Mo’d Le’chol Hai (6:12), writes that one should not recite 

“Shehehiyanu” during the Omer period, and therefore one should not 

purchase a new garment during these weeks. Likewise, one should not 

eat a new fruit during this period, in order not to have to recite this 

Beracha. Others, however, disagree, and maintain that there is no pro-

hibition against reciting the Beracha of “Shehehiyanu” during the Omer 

period. This is the position taken by Hacham Ben Sion Abba Shaul 

(Israel, 1923-1998), in his work Or Le’sion (vol. 3, 17:2). As for the 

final Halachic ruling, Hacham Ovadia Yosef writes that strictly speak-

ing, it is permissible to wear a new garment and eat a new fruit during 

the Omer period and recite “Shehehiyanu.” Nevertheless, it is prefera-

ble to satisfy the strict view and ensure to wear new garments and eat 

new fruits only on Shabbat, when all authorities agree that one may 

recite “Shehehiyanu.” 

It should be noted that even according to the stringent view, it is en-

tirely permissible during the Omer to purchase garments that do not 

require the recitation of “Shehehiyanu.” These include garments such 

as pajamas, robes, socks and undergarments. Thus, even if one wishes 

to follow the stringent position, he may certainly purchase these items 

of clothing during the Sefira period. Likewise, it is permissible accord-

ing to all opinions to wear new clothing and eat new fruits during Hol 

Ha’mo’ed Pesah and on Lag Ba’omer, as well as on Shabbat, as men-

tioned earlier.If someone is getting married immediately after Lag Ba’o-

mer, or on Lag Ba’omer (following the Ashkenazic practice to allow 

weddings on Lag Ba’omer), he may, according to all views, buy clothing 

for his wedding during the Sefira period. There is no reason to be strin-

gent in this regard, as according to all opinions one may purchase 

clothing during the Omer period in preparation for his wedding. 

Summary: It is preferable not to purchase or wear new clothing, or eat 

a new fruit, during the Sefira period, in order to avoid having to recite 

the Beracha of “Shehehiyanu.” However, this does not apply on Shab-

bat, Hol Ha’mo’ed Pesah or Lag Ba’omer, or to garments that do not 

require reciting “Shehehiyanu” (such as socks and undergarments). 

Similarly, someone who is getting married on or immediately after Lag 

Ba’omer may purchase garments for the wedding during the Sefira 

period. 

 

 

 



           To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.  
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza.  7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3 Tel: (905) 669 7654  Fax: (905) 669 5138 


