
Shabbat Prayer Times 
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim    7:05 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha      7:20 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat    7:35 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting    7:16 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:15 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m. 

éîåé óã Daf Yomi     5:15 p.m. 

DERASHA Shabat Hagadol    5:45 p.m                                                                                                                                                                                            

íéìäú  Tehilim      6:25 p.m.                                                                        
äçðî  Minha      6:50 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends    8:18 p.m. 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday March 30th, 2018 

Minha 7:25 p.m. (Candle Lighting 7:24 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at  
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday   
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  6:30 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.   
íéòåá÷  Kebuim  9:00 a.m.  

   

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  6:30 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.   
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.   
äçðî Minha  7:20 p.m. 

úéáøò Arbit  8:00 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:14 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:43 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 7:35 pm 

Shabbat Shalom 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 שבת שלום ברוכים הבאים

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen 
 

Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

 

           To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.  
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza.  7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3 Tel: (905) 669 7654  Fax: (905) 669 5138 

Perashat Tzav צו   פרשת  

Shabbat March 24th, 2018, ח" תשע ח' ניסן  / 8 Nissan 5778 

Perasha Page 568, Haftara 1220 in Artscroll 

Kiddush 
Everyone is invited to join us for Kiddush after services.  In order to continue our coveted  

Kiddush which we all enjoy on a weekly basis, we are looking for sponsors. 

Everyone is welcome.  

 Seuda Shelishit 
This weeks Seudah Shelishit is sponsored by  

Mr. & Mrs. Rene and Flora Amiel , in loving memory of his father Haim Amiel  ì"æ,   
Mr. & Mrs. Albert and Ruby Afriat,  in loving memory of his sister Maguy Pinto ì"æ, 
Dr.  C. Paul Senechal, in loving memory of his grandmother Mercedes Naomi Ouknine ì"æ, 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel and Alegria Toby,  in loving memory of his mother Miriam Toby ì"æ, 
Mr. & Mrs. Weitzman and Offra Abraham, in loving memory of his father Shalom Abraham ì"æ,  
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey and Rinatti Himelfarb,  in loving memory of  his mother Solange Azoulay Himelfarb ì"æ. 
Everyone is welcome.  

Nahalot 
Miriam Toby ì"æ  8 Nissan/ Shabbat March 24th 

Shalom Abraham ì"æ, Maryse Benisti ì"æ  10 Nissan/ Monday March 26th 

Haim Amiel ì"æ, David Hochman ì"æ  11 Nissan/ Tuesday March 27th 

Samuel Elfassy ì"æ, Solange Azoulay Himelfarb ì"æ, Robida Assayag ì"æ  12 Nissan/ Wed. March 28th 

Mercedes Naomi Ouaknine ì"æ  13 Nissan/ Thursday March 29th 

Maguy Pinto ì"æ  14 Nissan/ Friday March 30th 

Nahalot for the following week 

Preciada Beniluz ì"æ  15 Nissan/ Shabbat March 31st 

Yosef Abraham Ohayon ì"æ  16 Nissan/ Sunday April 1st 

Lucy Bensimon ì"æ  19 Nissan/ Wednesday April 4th 

Nahum Dallal ì"æ  21 Nissan/ Friday April 6th 



Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob  
Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10:00 AM 

Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM for a 

special breakfast and open-ended learning session.  

Topic: The underlying reasons behind the Minhagim.  

Tefila begins at 9:00 AM. For more information contact Hacham 

Assayag. 

Daf Yomi 

Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,  

one hour before Minha in the Midrash upstairs. 

Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca 

Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 

7:30 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day. 

Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm 

Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a 

learning session followed by an intense game of basketball. Eve-

ry Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips take 

place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi Azulay or 

Isaac Nacson. 

Kollel Yismach Moshe 

Please join us every Wednesday night at 8:20 PM upstairs in the 

Midrash for a very inspiring learning experience with the 

Avreichim of the Kollel Yismach Moshe. Topics will vary. 

(Postponed until Hodesh Iyar) 

Life Matters - Thursdays at 8:00 PM 

Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a  

discussion on deep and profound insights on life and Torah 

values. Refreshments to be served.  

For more information contact Max Benatar. 

Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8  

Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your 

friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in 

the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes 

followed by our own basketball league in the gym.  

For any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please  

contact yosazulay@gmail.com 

Synagogue News 
 

Shabbat Hagadol 

Please join us this Shabbat for our famous Shabbat HaGadol Derasha by our own Hacham Amram Assayag on the topic of  

"A Night of Song"  taking place at 5:45 p.m. followed by Tehilim, Minha and Seuda Sheleishit where the Kahal will enjoy a selec-

tion of Piyutim in honor of Shabbat HaGadol. We invite men, women and children to come join us for this very exciting Shabbat.  

Wishing you a Shabbat HaGadol U'Mevorach! 

Sale of Hametz Form 

Hametz sale forms are available in the office and in the foyer for pickup. Deadline to hand in your form is  

Friday March 30th, 2018 by 8:00 A.M. 

Ta’anit Bechorot 

All are invited to partake in Siyumim taking place immediately after Shaharit Friday March 30th.  

There will be two Minyanim – Vatikin @ 6:30 a.m. and Kebuim at 8:00 a.m. Breakfast will be served after each service.  

Please note: If you are a firstborn, you must fast if you do not partake in a Siyum. 

Social Hall Update 

We would like to remind the entire community that the Social Centre will be available for use by any member of the community, 

from Tuesday to Thursday, between the hours of 6:00 PM and 11:00 PM, and Sundays between 2:00 PM to 11:00 PM.  

The Centre will be closed during all Jewish holidays. 

Community Events 
CJMT Mimouna Event 

Please join us for our annual Mimouna Event on Sunday April 8th, 2018 at 6:30 PM @ the Kehila Centre, main hall.  

Kaftans welcome ~ Andalouse Orchestra. 

RSVP on or before Thursday March 28th. $10 per adult a the door with online registrations. Cash only at the door. 

Link to CJMT tickets online registration only: 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/cjmt-mimouna-2018-tickets-43906528609 

 

Bnei Akiva Upcoming Events 

 Kehila centre SNIF Movie Night for Grades 2-6 on Saturday March 24th from 9-11 PM. Cost is $5.00, includes Piz-

za and          Popcorn 

 Chevraya Aleph, Amazing Race for Grades 2-6, on March 25th from 10 AM -12 PM. Pick up and drop off at the Promenade 

Mall—Main Entrance. Cost is $5.00. Register at BNEIAKIVA.CA/AMAZING. For more info please email nili@bneiakiva.org  

 

 

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please 

contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 1. 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  



(The following idea was taken from the book “Pahad David” written by 

Rabbi David Hanania Pinto s”t.) 

         It is brought down in many holy books the reason why the Shab-

bat prior to Pesah is called “Shabbat HaGadol.” Most famously, that of 

the Tur, who speaks of the great miracle that took place on the Shab-

bat before the original Pesah, where the Jews tied up the Egyptian God 

(a lamb) to their bedposts only to see the Egyptians not react. But if we 

delve a bit further, maybe there is something more to the name, than 

the name itself. Some say that the name Nisan comes from the 

word nisayon, which means a test. For it needed was a huge test of 

faith for the Jews to tie up the Egyptian God to the bedpost in front of 

the Egyptians and place themselves in such danger. However, fear they 

did not and they placed full trust in Hashem that he will redeem them. 

In reality, the day of Shabbat itself is a tremendous test. For we are 

accustomed to do things throughout the week which become a part of 

life; it becomes the norm. Then, all of a sudden, we are prohibited 

from these actions on Shabbat. The issur of carrying and muktze are 

just two common examples. It’s for this reason that the Talmud 

Yerushalmi states that Shabbat is equal to all the mitzvot. Can you 

begin to imagine the first Shabbat that the Jews celebrated as a nation? 

Being permitted to do whatever they want, forever, then all of a sud-

den, the prohibitions hit them like a ton of bricks. But they stood 

strong and steadfast and accepted Shabbat wholeheartedly. Because of 

this acceptance, they were redeemed, for we are taught in Gemara 

Shabbat 118b, “if the Jews were to keep two shabbatot, immediately 

they would be redeemed. Hence the Shabbat prior to Pesah, is 

called Shabbat HaGadol because the first Shabbat prior to Pesah, re-

quired an extreme amount of diligence and unwavering commitment to 

observe.          However, when examining the actions of the Jews on 

that holy night of Pesah, one must learn the Jews’ real intent when 

tying the lamb to the bedpost. The lamb (se) is the Avoda Zara of the 

Egyptians. Its numerical value is 305, the same numerical value of the 

word haker (to chill). The yetzer hara’s mission is to chill the heart of 

the Jew in his service to God; and so did the Egyptians wish that the 

Jews revert from maintaining full faith in the Creator. To combat this, 

the Jews tied up the lamb to the bedposts. Often the let-

ters kaf and kuf in the Hebrew language are interchanged. So, the word 

bedposts  )כרעי(can be spelled  )קרעי(which means to tear. By tying the 

lamb to the bed, the Jews were essentially tearing the chilling effects of 

idolatry hung over them by the Egyptians. In addition, we are taught 

that if a person has difficulty fighting his evil inclination, he should 

recall the day of his death “yom mita.” This way he is sure to trap 

the yetzer in his hands. Not coincidentally, the word מיתה  (death) and 

the word מיטה  (bed) are homonyms. In fact, the word מיטה bed is often 

used as a reference to a coffin, where thus lies the deceased. With Bene 

Yisrael exposed to centuries of idolatry and horrible effects of the evil 

inclination, they were left with one option to help seal their fate of sal-

vation. Tie up the lamb (avoda zara/yetzer hara) to the bedposts, as a 

reminder of their own day of death. This undoubtedly will rip away the 

chilling effects that were affecting them until now. All this, right in 

front of their eyes. All this, on the Shabbat before Pesah. All this on 

Shabbat HaGadol. 

Selling Hametz  
 

Even if one performs Bedikat Hametz (the search for Hametz) and de-

clares the Bittul (renunciation of ownership over Hametz), he should 

still arrange for the sale of all his Hametz to a gentile. Even after the 

Bedika and Bittul, he might have in his possession items such as vita-

mins and cosmetics that may contain Hametz; these should be stored 

away and sold to a gentile. Rabbi Yosef Shalom Elyashiv (contemporary 

Halachic authority in Jerusalem) holds that one should preferably speci-

fy when selling his Hametz where precisely in his home the Hametz will 

be situated. One should mention in very specific terms in which rooms 

and in which pieces of furniture in those rooms he is storing the 

Hametz. Some people even have the practice of giving a key to the 

gentile, or at least informing him where the key is kept; since one 

transfers ownership over the Hametz to the gentile, the gentile must 

be given access to that Hametz. According to the Rambam, one need 

not make a Kinyan (formal act confirming an agreement, such as shak-

ing hands) when authorizing the Rabbi to sell his Hametz. Therefore, 

strictly speaking, so long as one makes it clear to the Rabbi that he 

sells his Hametz to the gentile, either in person or by phone or fax, the 

Rabbi is empowered to sell the Hametz. Many people have the practice 

to nevertheless perform a Kinyan – usually by taking a handkerchief – 

and this is a worthwhile practice, but strictly speaking, the sale is effec-

tive even without a Kinyan. (Rav Elyashiv). Preferably, one should not 

keep in his home "Hametz Gamur," actual Hametz such as bread and 

cereals, on Pesach. These items should be removed from one's home, 

rather than sold. The sale of Hametz is intended mainly for items of 

questionable status or that consist of Hametz mixed with other ingre-

dients. Actual Hametz, however, should be removed from the home. 

Nevertheless, if one did sell actual Hametz, the sale is valid and the 

Hametz is permissible for use after the holiday. One who lives in a 

rented residence may sell the property to a gentile for Pesach, and 

need not ask permission from the landlord. Owners of factories, super-

markets and stores – including drugstores and variety stores – must 

sell their Hametz to a gentile before Pesach. They may not retain own-

ership over any Hametz in their store during Pesach, as they would 

then violate the prohibition of Bal Yera'eh U'bal Yimatzei (owning 

Hametz on Pesach). 

Summary: 

1) One must sell his Hametz to a gentile even if he searches for 

Hametz and makes the Bittul declaration. 

2) One should preferably specify precisely where in the home the 

Hametz is situated. 

3) Strictly speaking, it suffices to make it clear to the Rabbi that he 

authorizes him to sell his Hametz to a gentile on his behalf, and no 

symbolic act is required. Nevertheless, many have the custom to pick 

up a handkerchief. 

4) One should preferably remove from the house before Pesach all ac-

tual Hametz items, such as bread, cakes, cereals and the like, rather 

than sell them to a gentile. 

5) One may sell his Hametz even if he lives in a rented residence, with-

out asking the landlord for permission. 

6) Storeowners must sell all the Hametz in their stores before Pesach 

Ereb Shabat Hagadol 

The Shabat that precedes Pesah, is known as “Shabat Hagadol”. This 

Shabat was always marked as a Shabat of great joy. 

On the last Shabat that the Jews spent in Egypt, Hashem commanded 

them to fulfill a mitzvah of special characteristics, a very particular 

mitzvah for that year alone. Hashem ordered the nation, that on the 

tenth day of Nissan, which was on Shabat every family acquire a sheep, 

and it should be brought publicly into their homes. After four days it 

shall be slaughtered as a korban Pesah.  

This event on its own does not constitute anything exceptional, howev-

er, taking into consideration the fact that the sheep was one of the 

gods of the Egyptians worshipped, then this simple commandment 

takes on greater dimensions. For the first time, the Jews acted with 

heroism challenging the century long impositions of the oppressive 

governing Egyptian. For the first time they acted as free men in a coun-

try void of freedom. Furthermore, our Hachamim tell us, that the first 

born of Egypt, upon hearing Moshe’s warning that Hashem shall kill 

them, and now upon seeing their gods tied up in the houses of the 

Jews, decided that their gods will no longer be able to protect them 

and consequently the plague of Bechorot was imminent. Out of mere 

desperation, the first-born presented before Par’oh to request that he 

set the Jews free before the arrival of death to every Egyptian house-

hold. Confronted with the fact that Par’oh’s only interest was to keep 

his slaves as long as possible, the first born realized that Par’oh would 

not worry for their lives.  

The Hachamim tell us that the Bechorot decided that there was nothing 

to lose, thus, a small civil war broke out, as the first born began to 

attack anyone connected with the royal palace. In this war, thousands 

of Egyptians died, casualties of their own choice. Indeed, we find that 

David Hamelech in Tehillim praises Hashem for having killed the first-

born. The rabbis tell us that David had a double intention when writing 

these words, but he also wished to express praise to the Almighty, for 

wounding the Egyptians with their first born. This was the miracle of 

the tenth of Nissan, the miracle commemorated on Shabat Hagadol.  

Something remains to be mentioned and that is the fact that this day is 

not commemorated on the tenth of Nissan as it is customary in the 

Jewish calendar, but instead, it is always marked for the Shabat before 

Pesah, even if most of the time it will not correspond with the tenth of 

Nissan. We pray to the Almighty that He continue to show us miracles, 

and may we be worthy to experience a final miracle with the coming of 

Mashiah Bimhera Beyamenu, “amen”. 

 

 

 



First Hag:                       Friday March 30th, 2018 

Candle Lighting  7:24 p.m. 

Minha  7:25 p.m.  

Arbit   7:55 p.m. 

Hatsot   1:22 a.m. 

 

First Day Pesah:      Shabat March 31st, 2018 

Shaharit Vatikin  5:50 a.m. 

Shaharit Main Shaharit  8:45 a.m. 

Daf Yomi  4:15 p.m. 

Early Minha  4:45 p.m. 

Shir Hashirim  6:15 p.m. 

Minha 7:15 p.m.(Seuda Shelishit should be done at home) 

Arbit  7:55 p.m. 

Candle Lighting after  8:30 p.m. 

 

Second Day Pesah:       Sunday April 1st, 2018 

Shaharit Vatikin  5:50 a.m. 

Main Shaharit  8:45 a.m. 

Daf Yomi  5:30 p.m. 

Shir Hashirim  6:30 p.m. 

Minha  7:25 p.m. 

Hag Ends  8:28 p.m. 

 

 

Second Hag: 

Erev Shebii Shel Pesah - Thursday April 5th, 2018 

Minha  6:15 p.m. 

Early Candle lighting after 6:30 p.m. 

Arbit  6:35 p.m. 

Keriei Moed  10:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m. 

Hatsot  1:20 a.m. 

 

Shebii Shel Pesah   Friday April 6th, 2018 

Shaharit Vatikin  5:45 a.m. 

Main Shaharit   8:30 a.m. 

Daf Yomi  5:15 p.m. 

Minha  6:05 p.m. 

Early Candle lighting after 6:30 p.m. 

Arbit   6:35 p.m. 

 

Shemini Shel Pesah -  Shabat April 7th, 2018 

Shaharit Vatikin  5:45 a.m. 

Main Shaharit   8:30 a.m. 

Daf Yomi  5:15 p.m. 

Early Minha  6:15 p.m. 

Minha 7:20 p.m.(Seuda Shelishit should be done at home) 

Arbit   8:15 p.m. 

Hag ends   8:36 p.m. 

Pesah schedule at the Sephardic Kehila Centre 

Thursday March 29th, 2018 - Bedikat Hamets after 8:25 p.m. 
Following Arbit, we place 10 pieces of bread tightly wrapped up in paper in different corners of the house.  We recite the 

Beracha and we begin searching for the Hamets. Once you have established that the house is Hamets free 

(not including what we will consume during the permissible time) we say Kal Hamira.  

Friday March 30th, 2018 - Ta’anit Bechorot 

There will be a Siyum at Shaharit that morning followed by the seudat misva. Anyone participating in this Siyum is     

exempt from fasting. 

On Friday March 30th you may eat hametz until 10:50 a.m. and you must burn the Hamets by 12:00 p.m.  

Note: We have arranged for a community Biur Hamets at the Sephardic Kehila Centre parking lot at 11:00am.   

Weekday Hol Hamoed Services  

úéøçù Shaharit Sunday    6:15 / 8:15 / 9:15 a.m. 

 

úéøçù Shaharit Weekdays    6:15 / 6:40 / 8:15 a.m. 

 
íéøéùä øéù    Shir Hashirim 7:15 p.m. 

 
äçðî  Minha    7:45 p.m. 

 
úéáøò  Arbit    8:05 p.m. 


