
Shabbat Prayer Times 
Shabbat Hahodesh and Rosh Hodesh 

íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim 6:55 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha 7:10 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat 7:25 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 7:07 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:25 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m.

íéìäú  Tehilim 6:10 p.m.                                  

äçðî  Minha 6:40 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 8:09 p.m. 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday March 23rd, 2018 

Minha 7:20 p.m. (Candle Lighting 7:16 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at 
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:40 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:40 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim 8:15 a.m.

äçðî Minha 7:15 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit 7:55 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:26 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:50 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 7:26 pm

Shabbat Shalom 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 שבת שלום ברוכים הבאים

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen 

Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

      To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.  
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza.  7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3 Tel: (905) 669 7654  Fax: (905) 669 5138 

Perashat Vayikra ויקרא   פרשת
Shabbat March 17th, 2018, ח" תשע א' ניסן  / 1 Nissan 5778

Perasha Page 544, Maftir 890, Haftara 1208 in Artscroll

Mazal Tov
Mazal Tov to Jaclyn Toby and Eric Landau on their recent marriage.  

Proud Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Adina and Elias Toby, Mr. and Mrs. Miriam and Harvey Landau 

Proud Grandparents: Mr. and Mrs. Samuel and Alegria Toby. 

Kiddush
This  Shabbat Kiddush is sponsored  by Mr. and Mrs. Adina and Elias Toby and 

Mr. and Mrs. Miriam and Harvey Landau in celebration and gratitude of their children’s 

wedding. 

Everyone is welcome. 

Seuda Shelishit
This weeks Seudah Shelishit is sponsored by 

Haham Amram and Mrs. Shoshana Assayag  in loving memory of her mother Zisel Boim ì"æ,

Mr. & Mrs. Avi and Francine Azuelos in loving memory of his father Yaakob Azuelos ì"æ,

Mr. & Mrs. Saul and Patricia Benadiba in loving memory of his father Menahem Benadiba  ì"æ,

Mr. & Mrs. Yves and Jackeline Zrihen  in loving memory of his father Albert Zrihen ì"æ and in

loving memory of  her father Hananiah Cohen ì"æ.
Everyone is welcome. 



Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob 
Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10:00 AM 

Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM for a 

special breakfast and open-ended learning session.  

Topic: The underlying reasons behind the Minhagim.  

Tefila begins at 9:00 AM. For more information contact  

Hacham Assayag. 

Daf Yomi 

Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag, 

one hour before Minha in the Midrash upstairs. 

Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca 

Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 

7:30 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day. 

Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm 

Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a 

learning session followed by an intense game of basketball. 

Every Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips 

take place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi   

Azulay or Isaac Nacson. 

Kollel Yismach Moshe 

Please join us every Wednesday night at 8:20 PM upstairs in 

the Midrash for a very inspiring learning experience with the 

Avreichim of the Kollel Yismach Moshe. Topics will vary. 

(Postponed until Hodesh Iyar) 

Life Matters - Thursdays at 8:00 PM 

Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a  

discussion on deep and profound insights on life and Torah 

values. Refreshments to be served.  

For more information contact Max Benatar. 

Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8  

Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your 

friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in 

the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes 

followed by our own basketball league in the gym. For any 

questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please contact 

yosazulay@gmail.com 

Nahalot 
Yaakob Azuelos ì"æ  1 Nissan/ Shabbat March 17th

Zisel Boim ì"æ, Joseph Edery ì"æ, Rachel Vaturi ì"æ  2 Nissan/ Sunday March 18th

Menahem Benadiba ì"æ  3 Nissan/ Monday March 19th

Molly Citron ì"æ  4 Nissan/ Tuesday March 20th

Marie Elmaleh ì"æ, Esther Cohen ì"æ, Mercedes Bensimhon ì"æ  5 Nissan/ Wednesday March 21st

Hananiah Cohen ì"æ  6 Nissan/ Thursday March 22nd

Albert Zrihen ì"æ  7 Nissan/ Friday March 23rd

Nahalot for the following week 

Miriam Toby ì"æ  8 Nissan/ Shabbat March 24th

Shalom Abraham ì"æ, Maryse Benisti ì"æ  10 Nissan/ Monday March 26th

Haim Amiel ì"æ, David Hochman ì"æ  11 Nissan/ Tuesday March 27th

Samuel Elfassy ì"æ, Solange Azoulay Himelfarb ì"æ, Robida Assayag ì"æ  12 Nissan/ Wednesday March 28th

Mercedes Naomi Ouaknine ì"æ  13 Nissan/ Thursday March 29th

Maguy Pinto ì"æ  14 Nissan/ Friday March 30th

Synagogue News 
Rosh Hodesh Nissan 

Rosh Hodesh Nissan will take place this Shabbat, March 17th. 

Condolences 

Our deepest and most sincere condolences to the Edery Family on the passing of Rabbi Yehuda Leon Edery z"l. 

May his neshama rest eternally in Gan Eden. Amen. 

Social Hall Update 

We would like to remind the entire community that the Social Centre will be available for use by any member of the 
community, from Tuesday to Thursday, between the hours of 6:00 PM and 11:00 PM, and Sundays between 2:00 PM to 11:00 
PM. The Centre will be closed during all Jewish holidays.  

Maot Hittim Bingo & Wine Night 

Please join us on Saturday Night March 17th at 9:00PM at Petah Tikva for our annual Maot Hittim Bingo and Wine 

Night with Cash Prizes, Food, Wine tasting & more. Cost is $30 pp. 100% of all proceeds go to Maot Hittim. 



 
וכל קרבן מנחתך במלח תמלח" )ב:יג("  

“And all your Minha offerings shall be salted with salt.” (2:13) 
 

         Embedded in the multitude of laws of sacrifices is a trivial one that 

may go unnoticed. One of the mitzvot in our Tora is the commandment 

to add salt to any offering that was brought on the mizbeah. Actually, 

this mitzva is the source why we dip our bread into salt at the start of 

every meal. Since our table represents the mizbeah and the bread rep-

resents the offering, we commemorate the mitzva of placing salt into 

the offering by dipping our bread in it. 

         Nevertheless, Rabbi Yaakob Abuhatzeira in his book Pituhe Ho-

tam says that this commandment teaches us a fundamental lesson in 

how we should approach our prayers, names to shed tears. 

The gemara in Baba Metzia 59a states, that although all the gates to 

heaven have been closed following the destruction of the temple, the 

gates of tears ( ( שערי דמעות remain open. A person may feel ill-suited to 

pray at times either because he lacks the proper concentration or that 

he feels unworthy that his prayers will be answered. However, accord-

ing to Rabbi Yaakob, through tears, a person can cause Hashem to be 

filled with mercy and through that his prayer will be answered. This 

idea is learned from the aforementioned verse. “And all your Minha 

offerings…” is in reference to the tefila; “shall be salted with salt” is in 

reference to the tears of a person, which are salty. 

         In fact, the verse continues to state that “you shall not omit from 

you meal offering the salt of your covenant, with all your offerings you 

must offer salt” – ברית אלהיך .  The word berit symbolizes the promise 

from God never to lock the gates of tears. We must attempt that eve-

ry tefila should consist of some tears in order that it should not return 

to us emptyhanded. 

         Crying during tefila can often be thought of as something re-

served for the tzadikim. At best, we may shed some tears on Yom Kip-

pur but how can we accomplish that in our everyday tefila. Maybe if we 

close our eyes and imagine what our lives would be without the item we 

are praying for, then that potential void in our lives will almost certain-

ly bring us emotion. For tefila without feeling is like a meal without 

salt; bland and tasteless, and the person you’re serving it to, will polite-

ly decline to take more. May we merit to reach levels of tefila, where 

our tears will penetrate the heavens and reach the table of God Al-

mighty. 

Laws and Customs of the Seder 

Five Misvot apply on the night of Pesah nowadays, two on the level of 

Torah obligation, and three on the level of Rabbinic enactment. The 

obligation to eat Masa and the obligation of Sippur Yesi’at Misrayim 

(telling the story of the Exodus) are required even nowadays on the 

level of Torah law; on the level of Rabbinic enactment, we are obligated 

to eat Marror, drink four cups of wine, and eat Haroset. In addition to 

these five Misvot, the Sages established numerous customs that should 

be followed on the night of the Seder, some to commemorate the 

Korban Pesah and Hagiga offering which were brought on Ereb Pesah 

in the times of the Mikdash, and others to arouse the interest and curi-

osity of the children. Even if one is studying Torah in the Bet Midrash 

when Pesah begins, he must interrupt his learning in order not to delay 

the Seder. One should recite Arbit immediately at nightfall, and then 

proceed home to begin the Seder. It is not proper to sit to learn Torah 

after Arbit before starting the Seder, and it goes without saying that 

one should not converse in other matters after Arbit instead of pro-

ceeding immediately to the Seder. The Seder should not be delayed, so 

that the children will be awake and interested. Some have the custom 

to immerse in a Mikveh before the Seder, due to the special Kedusha of 

the Seder. Many have the custom to immerse on Ereb Pesah, and the 

immersion of Ereb Pesah certainly suffices for the Seder. 

 

Before beginning the Seder, it is appropriate to take a few moments to 

engage in retrospection, contemplate the misdeeds that one has com-

mitted, and resolve in his mind never to repeat those acts. The stu-

dents of the Ba’al Shem Tob (Rabbi Yisrael Ba’al Shem Tob, 1698-1760) 

taught that it is proper to contemplate thoughts of Teshuba 

(repentance) before performing a Misva, and this certainly would apply 

before the Seder. 

 

Men, women and children should attend the Seder dressed in their 

finest attire, as an expression of our celebration of freedom. Abarbanel 

(Spain, 1437-1508) was of the opinion that when the Haggadah tells of 

five Rabbis who conducted the Seder “Bi’Bneh Berak,” it refers not to a 

place called “Beneh Berak,” but rather to “Begadim Mabrikim” – “shiny 

garments.” They were adorned in special clothing in honor of the    

Seder, as is required. This applies to women, as well, and all the more 

so, as it was in the merit of the righteous women of Beneh Yisrael that 

our nation was redeemed from Egypt. Women should thus attend the 

Seder in fine clothing and jewelry in honor of the special occasion. 

There is a Misva to distribute treats to the children at the Seder in or-

der to keep them awake, and to arouse their curiosity, as they will nat-

urally wonder why on this night their parents are giving them treats 

before the meal. Some distribute the treats before the Seder, whereas 

others do so before “Ha Lahma Anya.” The one who leads the Seder 

should make a point of announcing before every Misva at the Seder 

that everyone should have in mind to fulfill the Misva. Before each of 

the four cups of wine, for example, he should remind the people at the 

Seder to have in mind to fulfill the Misva of “Arba Kosot.” This applies 

to all the Misvot, including Masa, Marror, and Sippur Yesi’at Misrayim. 

Likewise, he should remind the people at the Seder that they must 

drink at least a “Rob Rebi’it” – 1.6 oz. – in one shot for each of the four 

cups of wine. Preferably, one should drink the entire cup, but one must 

drink at least 1.6 oz. all at once. When one returns home from the syn-

agogue on the night of Pesah, he should enter the home and warmly 

greet his family members with a pleasant countenance in order to put 

them in a festive mood as is befitting of the occasion. 

 

It is customary in our community to chant all the “Simanim” – meaning, 

“Kadesh,” “U’rhatz,” “Karpas,” etc. – at the beginning of the Seder, and 

then again before we proceed with each Siman. Before Maggid, for 

example, we chant the names of all the “Simanim,” and then we begin 

chanting them again until “Maggid,” and then we stop there. There is 

deep significance to the names of the Simanim, and thus one should 

not belittle this time-honored practice of chanting the names of the 

Simanim at the Seder. 

Shabat Tazriah  

QUESTION: What is the significance of the month of “Nissan” as being 

“Rosh Hodashim” the first and beginning of all months? 

ANSWER: Nissan, being the month of our redemption, it was consid-

ered by Hashem as the first month of the year as far as the Jewish holi-

days are concerned. In the month of Nissan we celebrate the first holi-

day, the Pesah, on which all other Jewish holidays depend. The holiday 

calendar indicates to us that Pesah cannot fall on Monday, Wednesday 

nor Friday, in order that the day of Kippur should not be on a Friday, or 

Sunday, thus having two holy days in a row (even when the dead would 

not be buried). 

Having this in mind, the Jewish calendar, which begins, with Pesah fol-

lows in this manner: 

Pesah: Will not fall on Monday, Wednesday, or Friday. 

Shavuot: Will not fall on Tuesday, Thursday nor Shabat, being 50 days 

after Pesah. 

Rosh Hashana: Neither on Sunday, Wednesday, nor Friday. 

Kippur: Will not fall on Sunday, Tuesday, or Friday. 

Purim: Shall not be on Shabat, a Monday, nor a Wednesday. 
 

The Hachamim proceeded by giving us more signs of our calendar in 

the form of weekdays in which the various holidays fall: 

-As the same weekday when the first day of Pesah will be, so will Tisha 

Beab. 

-As the second day of Pesah, so will Shavuot be. 

-As the third day of Pesah, Rosh Hashana will correspond. 

-As the fourth day of Pesah, so will Simha Torah be. 

-As the fifth day of Pesah, so will Kippur fall on. 

-As the sixth day of Pesah, so was the previous Purim. 

-On the same weekday as Purim, so will Lag Baomer fall. 

 

 

 

 



Parashat Vayikra- The Danger of a Scholar Who Lacks Manners 

 

 

In the opening verse of Parashat Vayikra, G-d calls to Moshe and invites him into the newly-constructed 

Mishkan to hear His commands. The Midrash finds it very significant that Moshe waited to be called before 

entering the Mishkan. It was Moshe who heard the commands about the building of the Mishkan, and who 

then painstakingly relayed these instructions to the people and oversaw the entire project. And, of course, 

he was the nation’s leader and prophet who regularly spoke with G-d. And yet, in his unparalleled humility, 

he did not allow himself the right to enter the Mishkan without being first summoned by G-d. We might 

draw a comparison to a Rabbi who knocks before entering the synagogue which he leads, out of courtesy 

and respect for the people inside. 

 

Commenting on the respect and courtesy Moshe displayed by waiting to be invited into the Mishkan, the 

Midrash makes the following astonishing remark: “Any Torah scholar who lacks wisdom – an animal carcass 

is better than him.” If a Torah scholar does not have basic sensibility, and acts discourteously, then he is 

considered worse than an “animal carcass.” 

 

Why did our Sages choose such an unusual image – a carcass – to decry scholars who lack basic manners 

and decency? 

 

One answer given is that whereas a carcass emits a foul odor, which keeps people away from it, a rude, dis-

courteous Torah scholar attracts a following through his scholarship and piety. People are impressed by his 

knowledge and by his passionate commitment to learning and Misva performance, and so they flock to him 

and respect him. And this is precisely what makes a Torah scholar so dangerous – that people see him as a 

role model for them to emulate. Rather than distance themselves from him as they would from an odorous 

animal carcass, people respect him and learn from his example of bad manners, thinking that this is what 

the Torah wants, Heaven forbid. 

 

Nowadays, all Halachically observant Jews are considered “Torah scholars” in this regard. When gentiles or 

non-observant Jews see an Orthodox Jewish man with a Kippa, or an Orthodox Jewish woman with a hair-

covering and modest attire, they view them as representatives of Orthodox Judaism no less than they would 

prominent Rabbis. If any Orthodox Jewish man or woman acts without “wisdom,” without basic courtesy and 

good manners, then he or she unwittingly conveys the dangerous message that this is what Orthodox Juda-

ism stands for. Our involvement in Torah learning and Misva observance does not ever excuse discourteous 

behavior. To the contrary, it requires us to aspire to especially high standards of manners and courtesy, as 

we are all ambassadors of Torah Judaism and represent to the world what the Torah teaches and the kind of 

behavior it demands. 

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please 

contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 1. 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  

By Rabbi Eli Mansour 




