
Shabbat Prayer Times
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim 5:40 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha 5:55 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat 6:15 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting 5:50 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 5:50 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m.                        

íéìäú  Tehilim 4:55 p.m.

äçðî  Minha 5:25 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends 6:52 p.m. 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday March 9th, 2018 

Minha 6:05 p.m. (Candle Lighting 5:59 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at 
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:05 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.  
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays 
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin 6:05 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.  
íéòåá÷ Kebuim 8:15 a.m.

äçðî Minha 5:55 p.m.

úéáøò Arbit 6:35 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 6:51 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:04 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 6:09 pm

Shabbat Shalom 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 שבת שלום ברוכים הבאים

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen 

Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

      To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.  
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza.  7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3 Tel: (905) 669 7654  Fax: (905) 669 5138 

Perashat Ki Tisa כי תשא   פרשת
Shabbat March 3rd, 2018 "ח תשע טז' אדר  / 16 Adar 5778 

Perasha Page 484 Haftara 1160 in Artscroll

Maxal Tov
Mazal Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Avi and Laura Cohen on the Bar Mitzva of their son Daniel. 

Proud grandparents: Mrs. Yaffa Cohen, Mr. Irving Rosen and Mrs. Lillian Freedman. 

Mazal Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Jeno and Judith Gal on the birth of twin granddaughters to Avrom 

and Sarah Gal. 

Kiddush
This Shabbat kiddush is sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Avi and Laura Cohen in honour of the 

Bar Mitzva of their son Daniel. 

Everyone is welcome. 

Seuda Shelishit
This weeks Seudah Shelishit is sponsored by Dr. & Mrs. Adam and Esther Ohayon, Mrs. Kathy 

Edery, Mr. & Mrs. Moses and Mercedes Elmaleh, in loving memory of Abraham Edery ì"æ, by 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert & Elisa Dayan, Mr. Jaime Dayan, Mr. & Mrs. Marcos & Coty Dayan and  

Mr. & Mrs. Isaac and Lillian Dayan, in loving memory of their father David Dayan ì"æ, by Mr.

Simon Sabbah, in loving memory of his father Messod Sabbah ì"æ, and by Mr. & Mrs. Ze’ev

and Helen Saban in loving memory of his father Shalom Saban ì"æ.
Everyone is welcome. 



Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob 
Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10:00 AM 

Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM for a 

special breakfast and open-ended learning session.  

Topic: The underlying reasons behind the Minhagim.  

Tefila begins at 9:00 AM. For more information contact  

Hacham Assayag. 

Daf Yomi 

Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag, 

following Arvit. 

Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca 

Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 

7:30 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day. 

Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm 

Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a 

learning session followed by an intense game of basketball. 

Every Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips 

take place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi   

Azulay or Isaac Nacson. 

Kollel Yismach Moshe 

Please join us every Wednesday night at 8:20 PM upstairs in 

the Midrash for a very inspiring learning experience with the 

Avreichim of the Kollel Yismach Moshe. Topics will vary. 

Life Matters - Thursdays at 8:00 PM 

Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a  

discussion on deep and profound insights on life and Torah 

values. Refreshments to be served.  

For more information contact Max Benatar. 

Halacha and Mussar  

Thursday nights at 9:00 PM - Join Rabbi David Kadoch in an  

informative class on Hilchot Shabbat and Character Develop-

ment. Each class will end with a thought on the Parasha.  

Men of all ages invited. 

Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8  

Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your 

friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in 

the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes 

followed by our own basketball league in the gym. For any 

questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please contact 

yosazulay@gmail.com 

Nahalot 
Chao Trojman ì"æ, Rahmona Rose Ayache ì"æ  16 Adar/ Shabbat March 3rd

Rahel Abitbol ì"æ, David Dayan ì"æ, Jacob Bendayan ì"æ, Myriam Abisror ì"æ  17 Adar/ Sunday March 4th

Shalom Saban ì"æ, Abraham Edery ì"æ  18 Adar/ Monday March 5th

Messod Sabbah ì"æ, Messody Elmaleh ì"æ, Josef Fridman ì"æ  21 Adar/ Thursday March 8th

Nahalot for the following week 

MazalTob Bensimon ì"æ, Messod Benzacar ì"æ  24 Adar/ Sunday March 11th

Abraham Benedid ì"æ, Salomon Bitton ì"æ  25 Adar/ Monday March 12th

Haim Keslassy ì"æ  26 Adar/ Tuesday March 13th

Jacob Keslassy ì"æ, Avraham Himelfarb ì"æ  27 Adar/ Wednesday March 14th

Synagogue News 
Social Hall Update 

We would like to inform the entire community that the Social Centre will be opened for use by any member of the community, 

from Tuesday to Thursday, between the hours of 6 PM and 11 PM, and Sundays between 2 PM to 11 PM.  

The Centre will be closed during all Jewish holidays.  

Toronto Maple Leafs Event 

Join us for Buffalo Chicken Wing Night on Monday March 5th, 2018 as the Toronto Maple Leafs take on the Buffalo Sabres on 

the 4K Big Screen TV at the SKC Social Center.  

** Free Admission ** Enjoy chicken wings, burgers, snacks & drinks. ** All ages welcome. ** Leafs Jersey welcome 

** Game time 7:30 p.m. To R.S.V.P. or for more information please contact: eric.benchetrit@sympatico.ca 

Purim Fabulous Feud Event 

We would like to thank all those who participated in the Purim Fabulous Feud event. As well, we would especially like to thank 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney & Michelle Bechetrit (www.sabbashop.com) for their generous donation of the raffle prizes.  

Hazak Ubarukh! 

Maot Hittim Bingo & Wine Night 

Please join us on Saturday Night March 17th at 9:00PM at Petah Tikva for our annual Maot Hittim Bingo and Wine Night 

With Cash Prizes, Food, Wine tasting & more. Cost is $30 pp. 100% of all proceeds go to Maot Hittim 



 ויפל מן העם ביום ההוא כשלשת אלפי איש   " )לב:כח("

"   And on that day, like three thousand had fallen.” 

 
One needs no reminder that the sin of the Golden Calf contains reper-

cussions that remain with us until this very day. There is no atrocity or 

trouble that plague the Jewish people that isn’t a direct result of the sin 

which took place almost 2500 hundred years ago. One cannot look at 

the direct result (three thousand deaths) and determine that it was a 

minor infraction. Doing so would be a severe mistake. With that said, 

there is an intriguing medrash that needs some explaining. On the 

aforementioned verse, the medrash states correspondingly “This is why 

it writes: “He shall pay five cattle in place of the ox.” This pasuk, found 

in Parashat Mishpatim, deals with the laws of a thief who is caught 

stealing an ox. The Tora rules that the thief must pay five times the 

value of the ox if he was to slaughter or sell the original ox. What ex-

actly is the connection between this ruling and the verse stating that 

three thousand Jews died as a result of the Golden Calf? 

The Vilna Gaon uses a pasuk in Kohelet to answer this ques-

tion. Shlomo HaMelech writes “I found one man in a thousand, but one 

woman among everyone I did not find.” This verse is in reference to the 

sin of the Golden Calf. One out of every ten males sinned in the Het 

HaEgel, but not one woman joined in the “cause.” Not one female de-

clared “This is your God, o’ Israel!” Based on this derivation of 

the medrash, the sages ask why the death count of the plague was so 

high? If only one out of ten males performed the sin, and there were 

six hundred thousand males between the ages twenty and sixty, then 

mathematically, only six hundred Jews should have died! Doesn’t God 

always judge mida keneged mida (measure for measure)? 

Therefore the medrash states the verse regarding the thief’s 

payment for a stolen ox: “He shall pay five cattle in place of the ox.” 

Facing their punishment, the Jews were judged as a ( טובח ומוכרa 

slaughterer or a seller of an ox), since they slaughtered the calf (baby 

ox) in order to create the Avoda Zara. As a result, they had to pay five 

times the amount of the “ox” which totalled three thousand victims. 

According to this interpretation of the Vilna Gaon, I would like to add 

the following inference from the pasuk. The literal explanation of the 

above verse can imply to pay five times what’s under the shor. The 

letters that come directly before shor spellkara קרה when rearranged; a 

chance. This serves as a reminder that God is just in both his reward 

and his punishment. The episode of the Golden Calf was a “golden” 

opportunity for anti-God people to say that God either isn’t fair or non-

existent. While it may not seem that we are deserving of a certain fate, 

God has his own spreadsheet of calculations to determine what needs 

to transpire; because nothing is by chance. 

Reciting Birkat Ha’ilanot as Early as Possible in the Month 

of Nissan 

 

Rav Pinhas Zevihi (contemporary) writes (listen to audio recording for 

precise citation) that one must make a point of reciting Birkat Ha’ilanot 

– the Beracha over the blossoming of fruit trees – as early as he can 

during the month of nissan. Once Rosh Hodesh nissan arrives, one 

should endeavor to find two blossoming fruit trees and recite the 

Beracha without delay. 

 

Rav Zevihi emphasizes that one should not delay the recitation of Bir-

kat Ha’ilanot even for the sake of reciting it together with a Minyan. He 

relates an incident where on Rosh Hodesh nissan Hacham Ovadia Yosef 

saw two blossoming trees outside his window and inquired as to 

whether they were fruit trees. He was told that one was a plum tree and 

the other an orange tree, and he immediately jumped out of his chair 

and announced that everyone should recite Birkat Ha’ilanot. He recited 

the Beracha with immense love and joy, and afterward he announced, 

“Baruch Hashem, we had the privilege of reciting this Beracha at the 

proper time and in the proper fashion” (“Bi’zmanah U’be’hidur”). Even 

though there was not a Minyan in the room, Hacham Ovadia neverthe-

less insisted on reciting the Beracha immediately at that point, without 

delay, and considered the recitation of the Beracha on Rosh 

Hodesh nissan as the ideal performance of the Misva. 

 

Thus, as soon as the month of nissan begins, we should all make a 

point of finding blossoming fruit trees and reciting Birkat Ha’ilanot, 

without delay, even if this means reciting the Beracha alone. 

Shabat Ki Tisa  

 

QUESTION: After the Amida one takes three steps back and turns to-

wards the left, the right and then the middle. What is the reason for 

this? 

 

ANSWER: The Amida is the major part of our prayers, so much so that 

when the Halacha speaks of “Tefila”, it is always in reference to the 

Amida. Truly, all the other portions of the Tefila, are praises to Ha-

shem, the only time in the Tefila that we speak directly to Hashem to 

present our petitions and ask for our needs is in the Amida. For this 

reason the Hachamim felt that it is not proper to come before Hashem, 

ask Him to fulfill your needs and then turn abruptly and go, rather one 

should retire slowly and with an expression of farewell. 

 The Hachamim chose that one is taking three steps back for 

the following reasons: 

1. When the Jews were in Har Sinai and Hashem appeared, the trepi-

dation brought about by hearing the voice of Hashem, made them step 

back 3 “mil” (3 ¼ kilometers). The three steps back are to symbolize 

this. 

2. Upon going up on Mount Sinai, Moshe Rabenu entered three dif-

ferent atmospheres: darkness, clouds and fog, and when descending 

he came out of those three elements, so we do to perpetuate this. 

3. The word “Vayigash” – he came close – in reference to praying to 

Hashem, was used for only three personalities – Abraham, Yehuda and 

Eliyahu. 

4. King Balaban sent a letter of greetings to the King of Israel in the 

following words: Shalom to King Hizkiyahu, Shalom to the City of 

Yerushalyim and Shalom to the Great G-d. Upon hearing that the letter 

was written in such a manner, Nebuhadnetzar told the King you must 

write Shalom to the Great G-d first and last, and immediately went out 

and took three steps to stop the messenger, until it is corrected. For 

taking these three steps in honour of Hashem, He rewarded him by 

making him king, but he later went and destroyed the Bet Hamikdash. 

For this reason we also take three steps in honour of Hashem asking 

“Yehi Ratzon Shetibne Bet Hamikdash” – May it be Your will, that you 

rebuild the Bet Hamikdash in the zechut of three steps as it was de-

stroyed for 3 steps. 

 

After the three steps, one bids farewell bending the left first. Being that 

Hashem is facing us, our left side is Hashem’s right. That is why one 

must first bend towards G-d’s right, which is our left, then to the left of 

Hashem, which is our right, and then before Hashem. Then and only 

then, may one retire from before Hashem, who will always accept our 

Tefilot. “Amen”. 

 

 

 



Purim @ Haham Assayag 

Visiting Solly Levy 
Hazak U’Baruch to 

Mr. Max Benaim for 

organizing the Bikur 

Cholim trip and to all 

who made an effort 

to come out and visit 

our dear friend  

Solly Levy. 

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please 

contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 1. 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  


