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Perashat Yitro פרשת יתרו
Shabbat February 3rd, 2018,  יח' שבט תשע"ח/ 18 Shevat 5778
Perasha Page 394, Haftara 1154 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
íéøéùä øéù Shir Hashirim
äçðî Minha
úáù úìá÷ Kabalat Shabbat
úåøð ú÷ìãä Candle Lighting

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin
úéøçù Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35)
íéìäú Tehilim
äçðî Minha
áåè òåáù Shabbat Ends

5:00
5:15
5:30
5:12
6:30

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.

8:30 a.m.
4:15 p.m.
4:45 p.m.
6:16 p.m.

Ereb Shabbat, Friday February 9th, 2018
Minha 5:25 p.m. (Candle Lighting 5:22 p.m.)

Weekday Services at
Medrash Torah Vehayim
úéøçù

Shaharit Sunday

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
úéøçù

6:45 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Shaharit Weekdays

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
äçðî Minha
úéáøò Arbit

6:45 a.m.
6:45 a.m.
8:15 a.m.
5:20 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:32 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:26 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 5:31 pm

Mazal Tov
Mazal Tov to Nathalie Ohayon and James Toby on their recent engagement.
Proud Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Henri and Chantal Ohayon and Mr. and Mrs. Samuel and Alegria Toby
Proud Grandparents: Mr. and Mrs. Jack and Suzanne Benchimol and Mrs. Messody Ohayon

Kiddush
Everyone is invited to join us for Kiddush after services. In order to continue our coveted Kiddush which we
all enjoy on a weekly basis, we are looking for sponsors. Everyone is welcome.

Seuda Shelishit
This weeks Seudah Shelishit is sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Ralph and Anne Benisty in loving memory of his mother
Fortuna Benisty ì"æ; by Madeleine Hartmann, Dr. Nicholas and Rina Hartmann, Estelle and Oren Gulasa,
Eli and Lilyan Tapiero and grand children in loving memory of Moshe Ben Menachem Mendel ì"æ, and
Mrs. Stella Nahmani in loving memory of her mother Perla Nahmani ì"æ. Everyone is welcome.

Nahalot
Fortuna Benisty ì"æ 18 Shevat/ Shabbat February 3rd
Rebecca Abitbol ì"æ, David Amirian ì"æ 19 Shevat/ Sunday February 4th
Jacob Benaim ì"æ 20 Shevat/ Monday February 5th
Hasiba Dadoun ì"æ, Eliyahu Edery ì"æ 21 Shevat/ Tuesday February 6th

Nahalot for the following week
Samuel Korman ì"æ 25 Shevat/ Shabbat February 10th
Anna Hakoun ì"æ 26 Shevat/ Sunday February 11th
Victor Haim Benisty ì"æ 27 Shevat/ Monday February 12th
Shimon Reboh ì"æ 28 Shevat/ Tuesday February 13th
Claude Yahia Ayache ì"æ 1 Adar/ Friday February 16th

To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza. 7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3 Tel: (905) 669 7654 Fax: (905) 669 5138

Hilula Rav Hida
Rebbi Hayim Yosef David Azulay ZYAA
Abir Yaakov Congregation cordially invites all the men
And women, member and non-members to the

Hilula of Rav Hida - Rebbi Hayim Yosef David Azulay ZYAA
on February 25, 2018 at the Kehila Centre.
Minha followed by Arbit at 5.45 pm. The dinner following
is graciously sponsored by
Jacques and Biba Benquesus, and is free of charge.
Please RSVP no later than
Tuesday February 20, 2018,
to Jimmy Dayan at 905-669-7654x253
or jdayan@kehilacentre.com

Synagogue News
New Members
We would like to wish a hearty Baruch Haba to Mr. & Mrs. Sol & Bella Benchetrit for becoming members of the Kehila family.

Social Hall Update
We would like to inform the entire community that we have contracted a Social Centre Manager that will be responsible to
run all the club amenities and that the Social Centre will be definitely opened for all, from Monday to Thursday from 6 PM to
11PM. Saturday during the winter season, we will open from 1 hour after Shabbat ends, until 12 AM. Sundays from 2 PM to
11 PM. The Centre will be closed during all Jewish holidays.
Do not forget about our SuperBowl party on Sunday at 6:00 PM. Come enjoy the game in a social atmosphere with Food and
Refreshments for only $ 10.00.

Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob
Avot U’Banim
Community wide Avot U’Banim, Father and son learning continues this Motsae Shabbat in the midrash from 7:00 PM - 8:00
PM. Great Raffle Prizes, Pizza, Skating, Snacks and more! For
more details and information please speak to Rabbi Kadoch.
Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10:00 AM
Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM for a
special breakfast and open-ended learning session.
Topic: The underlying reasons behind the Minhagim.
Tefila begins at 9:00 AM. For more information contact
Hacham Assayag.

Every Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips
take place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi
Azulay or Isaac Nacson.
Life Matters - Thursdays at 8:00 PM
Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a
discussion on deep and profound insights on life and Torah
values. Refreshments to be served.
For more information contact Max Benatar.
Halacha and Mussar
Thursday nights at 9:00 PM - Join Rabbi David Kadoch in an
informative class on Hilchot Shabbat and Character Development. Each class will end with a thought on the Parasha.
Men of all ages invited.

Daf Yomi
Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag, Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your
following Arvit.
friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in
the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes
Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca
followed by our own basketball league in the gym. For any
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at
questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please contact
7:30 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.
yosazulay@gmail.com
Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm
Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a
learning session followed by an intense game of basketball.

)ו:"לא תשא את שם ה' אלהיך לשוא " (כ
" Do not bear the name of Hashem your God in vain.”

There are other situations, however, which frequently result in death
but a person could be saved through natural means. For example, if a
person survived an armed robbery, or if a heavy object fell right next to
him, he does not recite this Beracha. Since no supernatural occurrence
transpired, the Beracha is not required when he goes to the site where
he was saved.

The third of the ten commandments is arguably the one most
least followed. Within it contains some very severe transgressions
which the Torah seems very unforgiving about. Among these transgressions are swearing falsely in God’s name which the Talmud devotes an
entire tractate to its austerity. I would like to take the opportunity to
quote for you the words of Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra on the harshness
of this commandment with hopes that you will be left as bewildered as
I was when I read it the first time.
“Know that the name of God is true and a person who speaks of
something and doesn’t fulfill it, is as if he denies His truth. For why, if
the custom of Egypt until this day, is that if a person would swear in
the name of the king and would fail to execute his word, he is a man of
death. All the more so for the King of Kings, should we need to adhere
to what we say, lest our mouths bring us to sin deserving of such a
fate….Seek throughout the entire Ten Commandments and you will
find no mention of reward other than the commandment to Honour thy
Parents, and no mention of punishment other than idolatry and saying
God’s name in vain. In our case the Torah explicitly mentions that God
will not cleanse the person who says His name in vain. Many are of the
opinion that this is no sin at all, but I will show them that this is much
worse than any of the transgressions yet to be listed (in the Ten Commandments). For one who murders or commits adultery, cannot do so
at any moment he wishes, for there is a fear factor at some point, lest
he get caught. However one using God’s name in vain can commit this
sin many times over without even realizing it. Moreover, if one was to
rebuke for doing such, he will swear that he will never do it again since
he is so used to doing such a transgression. For what benefit is there
for saying His name in vain. At least when one murders or commits
adultery, there is a benefit involved; either revenge or physical pleasure, but here, one who swears falsely at any given moment bears no
benefit at all. If this was the only sin that the Jewish people would
be transgressing, they would still be deserving of remaining in
exile and of the nations’ continous punishment and subjugation
towards us.”
After reading these words, one can’t help but see how terrible
this sin really is. Yet, the amount of people using terms such as “I
swear to God” or “God knows” or “Elohim…” is mindboggling. It is a
disease that must be cured, and can only be cured through a proper
filtering of our speech. We do not want to fall into a category of sin
where even God can’t find a way to cleanse it. Let us take this opportunity to ensure that God’s name is used only for holy purposes
and be’ezrat Hashem, through our efforts, we will merit to exit this
long, dreadful exile that we are currently surrounded by.

The Ben Ish Hai then discusses a case which he is unsure whether or
not to classify as a supernatural occurrence, namely, if a person suffered a gunshot wound or stabbing and the bullet or knife missed his
vital organs. It is uncertain, the Ben Ish Hai writes, whether we can describe such an incident as a supernatural event. He therefore rules that
if a person experienced such a situation and returns to the place where
it happened, he should recite the Beracha without the words “Hashem
Elokenu Melech Ha’olam.”

Reciting a Beracha at the Site When One Experienced a
Miracle

Those Ten Commandments represent the totality of the Torah and
serves us as an indication of the importance of each Misva, its purpose
and spiritual dimension not with standing.

The Gemara in Masechet Berachot introduces an obligation to recite a
Beracha when one visits or comes upon the site where he experienced
a miracle. The text of the Beracha is, “Baruch Ata Hashem Elokenu Melech Ha’olam She’asa Li Nes Ba’makom Ha’ze” (“Blessed are You Hashem…who performed for me a miracle at this place”). One recites this
Beracha each time he finds himself at that site and had not been there
for at least thirty days.
What constitutes a “miracle” for the purposes of this Halacha?
The Ben Ish Hai (Rabbi Yosef Haim of Baghdad, 1833-1909), in Parashat Ekeb (listen to audio recording for precise citation), writes that
one recites this Beracha only if he was saved at that site in a supernatural manner, through circumstances that violated ordinary laws of nature. He gives the example of a wall, ceiling or large stone that fell
upon a person, an occurrence that ordinarily results in death. If a person somehow survived this experience, then he recites the Beracha of
“She’asa Li Nes” when he is at the place where this occurred.

Summary: If a person’s life was saved through supernatural means,
such as if a collapsed ceiling fell on him and he survived, then when he
goes to the place where this happened he recites the Beracha, “Baruch
Ata Hashem Elokenu Melech Ha’olam She’asa Li Nes Ba’makom Ha’ze.”
One recites this Beracha every time he sees that site and had not been
there in thirty or more days. If, however, a person escaped a dangerous
situation through natural means, such as if something fell next to him,
then he does not recite this Beracha.

Shabat Yitro
This Shabat we read the portion of the Bible, which describes the most
important moment in Jewish history: Matan Torah, when Hashem gave
the Torah to the Jewish nation at Mount Sinai.
The Ten Commandments, which represent a summary of the entire
Torah, are composed of 620 letters equivalent to the numerical value
of the word KETER – CROWN (Chaj = 20, tav = 400, resh – 200). This
surely indicates to us that the Torah is the crown of every Jew and to
live according to its laws to live a royal life.
The symbolism of these figures is carried further, as our sages tell us
that the number 620 corresponds to the 613 Misvot of the Torah plus
the 7 Misvot DeRabanan – established by our Hachamim, which are as
follows:
Netilat Yadayim
To recite a Beracha before one performs a Misva or before one derives
any benefit from the foods.
To recite the Hallel.
To light candles before Shabat.
To light the candles of Hanuka.
To read the Megila of Purim.
The laws of the Eruv.

We pray to the Almighty that He grants us again the zechut of receiving
His holy Torah with the same spirit as our forefathers displayed –
Naase Venishma – we shall do and then understand – Amen.

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please
contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 1.
Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.

