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Perashat Vayechi פרשת ויחי
Shabbat December 30th, 2017,  יב' טבת תשע"ח/ 12 Tevet 5778
Perasha Page 268, Haftara 1145 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
íéøéùä øéù Shir Hashirim
äçðî Minha
úáù úìá÷ Kabalat Shabbat
úåøð ú÷ìãä Candle Lighting

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin
úéøçù Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35)
íéìäú Tehilim
äçðî Minha
áåè òåáù Shabbat Ends

4:20
4:35
4:50
4:31
6:50

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.

8:30 a.m.
3:35 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
5:38 p.m.

Ereb Shabbat, Friday January 5th, 2018
Minha 4:40 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:37 p.m.)

Weekday Services at
Medrash Torah Vehayim
úéøçù

Shaharit Sunday

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
úéøçù

7:10 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Shaharit Weekdays

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
äçðî Minha
úéáøò Arbit

7:10 a.m.
6:45 a.m.
8:15 a.m.
4:35 p.m.
5:15 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:52 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:30 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 4:49 pm

Mazal Tov
Mazal Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Yisrael and Malka Woolfson on the birth of a baby boy in Jerusalem, Israel
Proud Grandparents: Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Vivian Benmergui and Mr. and Mrs. Philip and Juliet Woolfson
Great Grandparents: Mrs. Judith Kay and Phillis Fisch
Mazal Tov to Isaac Nacson and Tiffany Halioua on their recent engagement.
Proud Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Shabtai and Michelle Nacson and Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy and Kitty Halioua

Kiddush
Everyone is invited to join us for Kiddush after services. In order to continue our coveted Kiddush
which we all enjoy on a weekly basis, we are looking for sponsors. Everyone is welcome.

Seuda Shelishit
This weeks Seudah Shelishit is sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Morris and Gloria Dadoun, in loving memory of
her father Jack Brodsky ì"æ, and by Mr. Albert Esseis in loving memory of his father Shlomo Esseis ì"æ.
Please join us for a special Bakashot, Parashat Vayechi during the Seudah. Everyone is welcome.

Nahalot
Joel-Yoel Malinowicz ì"æ, Armando Essebag ì"æ, Iech Elmaleh ì"æ 12 Tevet/ Shabbat December 30th
Rina Elfassy ì"æ, Zohra Kadoch ì"æ, Jack Brodsky ì"æ 13 Tevet/ Sunday December 31st
Shlomo Esseis ì"æ 14 Tevet/ Monday January 1st
Simon Elfassy ì"æ 17 Tevet/ Thursday January 4th

Nahalot for the following week
Abraham Medina ì"æ 19 Tevet/ Shabbat January 6th
Jacob Bendayan ì"æ 20 Tevet/ Sunday January 7th
Ribca Sara Pinto-Senechal ì"æ 22 Tevet/ Tuesday January 9th
Isaac Assayag ì"æ 23 Tevet/ Wednesday January 10th
Mordejai Assayag ì"æ 25 Tevet/ Friday January 12th

To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza. 7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3 Tel: (905) 669 7654 Fax: (905) 669 5138

Synagogue News
Pledges and 2017 Income Tax Receipts
As we approach the end of another calendar year, December 31st is the final date and time for the office to receive
payments and donations and issue an income tax receipt for the 2017 year.
Please call the office at 905-669-7654 ext. 1 to pay your outstanding pledges before year end. You may also pay
online on our web site at https://www.kehilacentre.com/payment.php. If you do not yet have a web account, please
contact the office or email social@kehilacentre and we will help you log in. Thank you for your continued support.

Avot U’Banim
Community wide Avot U’Banim, Father and son learning continues this Motsae Shabbat in the midrash from 7:00 PM - 8:00
PM. Great Raffle Prizes, Pizza, Skating, Snacks and more! For more details and information please speak to Rabbi Kadoch.

Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob
Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10:00 AM
Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM for a
special breakfast and open-ended learning session.
Topic: The underlying reasons behind the Minhagim.
Tefila begins at 9:00 AM. For more information contact
Hacham Assayag.
Daf Yomi
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,
following Arvit.
Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at
7:30 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.
Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm
Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a
learning session followed by an intense game of basketball.
Every Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips
take place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi
Azulay or Isaac Nacson.

Life Matters - Thursdays at 8:00 PM
Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a
discussion on deep and profound insights on life and Torah
values. Refreshments to be served.
For more information contact Max Benatar.

Halacha and Mussar
Thursday nights at 9:00 PM - Join Rabbi David Kadoch in an
informative class on Hilchot Shabbat and Character Development. Each class will end with a thought on the Parasha.
Men of all ages invited.

Upcoming Events
Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8
Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your
friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in
the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes
followed by our own basketball league in the gym. For any
questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please contact
yosazulay@gmail.com

ever, to entirely submerge a milk bottle in a bowl of hot water.
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"You have the restlessness of water, you shall not have superiority.”
(49:4)
Following the blessings of Yaakov to his children, the Torah confirms
that each word produced from Yaakov was indeed a blessing although
at surface level it may not seem to be. The Torah states: “each man
according to his blessing, he blessed them” (49:28). The blessing of
Reuben is one that is demanding an explanation. In the above verse
(ibid. 4), Yaakov hints that Reuben will not attain the rights of the
firstborn; a level of superiority, since he acted with restlessness when
moving the bed of his father from the tent of Bilha to the tent of Lea.
How can one interpret these words as a blessing? One strains himself
to find just one positive word in the verses attributed to Reuben.
Maybe we can answer that if a person “knows his place,” and realizes
his position in life, without imagining things that aren’t a reality, then
this is also a blessing. Our Rabbis are quick to inform us that the scum
of Earth base themselves on Kin’ah, Ta’ava, Kavod - jealousy, desire
and honour. These aspects of life have the ability to actually remove a
person from this world. However if a person recognizes where he
stands and his purpose in life and he is cognizant of the positive qualities attributed to him to influence others then one can avoid these horrific characteristics. A person who wishes to emulate somebody who he
is not, only brings trouble to himself.
Imagine a person who isn’t wise but may fulfill a few aspects of the
Torah. His inclination will try to convince him that he should be respected and adhered to because he follows and fulfills some of commandments of the Torah. He witnesses the awe and reverence afforded
to the real scholars of the generation and becomes jealous. He desires
that honour as well. Simply by not realizing who he is and what he’s
not, he transgresses each of these three negative traits. Recognizing
his place and using his abilities to serve Hashem the he way which is
best for him, would undoubtedly lower his ego and act like a humble
servant in front of his master. The Maharal from Prague explains that
this is reason that the Mishna in Pirke Avot lists - המכיר את מקומו
recognizing your place - as one of the 48 ways to acquire Torah. When
a person realizes his faults and what’s hindering his excellence in his
service of God, only then can he excel into acquiring the deep secrets
of the Torah. One who doesn’t know where he stands, risks clarity in
life and sacrifices his own ability to attaining the Torah and its values.
With the above explanation, not only will Reuben, Shimon and Levi
not look at their siblings’ blessings with a strained-evil eye, but in
fact they can even look at the holy words of their father as a blessing. Knowing your place in life will bring you good tidings. Pretending you’re someone you’re not will lead you to vanity and untruth.

Warming a Baby’s Bottle in Hot Water; Cooking Rice or
Kishkeh in a Pot of Hamin (Cholent) on Shabbat
The Halacha of “Hatmana” (insulating) forbids insulating a food before
or during Shabbat to maintain or raise its level of heat. In light of this
Halacha, the question arises as to whether one may place a baby’s milk
bottle in hot water to warm it on Shabbat. For example, a woman may
wish to pour some hot water from an urn on Shabbat into a bowl, and
then place the milk bottle into the bowl to warm the milk for the infant.
Seemingly, this should be forbidden on Shabbat due to the prohibition
of “Hatmana,” which forbids maintaining or increasing a food’s heat by
insulating it. In this case, the cold milk is “insulated” by the hot water,
which seemingly violates the prohibition of “Hatmana.”
Hacham Ben Sion Abba Shaul (Israel, 1923-1998), however, in his work
Or Le’sion (vol. 2), rules that one may heat a milk bottle in this fashion
– in a “Keli Sheni” (a utensil into which water had been poured from an
urn, kettle or pot) – provided that it is not entirely submerged in the
water. As long as part of the bottle remains out of the water, it is permissible to place the bottle in a bowl of hot water. It is forbidden, how-

Many people have the practice of placing a bag of raw rice in their pot
of Hamin (“cholent”) before Shabbat, so that the rice will cook inside
the pot and be ready for Shabbat lunch. Similarly, some people wrap a
piece of raw “kishkeh” in aluminum foil and place it inside their pot of
Hamin to cook. Is this a permissible practice, or does it violate the prohibition of “Hatmana,” insofar as it entails “insulating” a food to increase its heat?
Some authorities, including the Shebet Halevi (Rav Shemuel Wosner,
Bnei Brak, contemporary), indeed forbid placing raw food in a Hamin
pot in this fashion, viewing this practice as a violation of “Hatmana.”
Others, however, including Hacham Ben Sion Abba Shaul, rule leniently
in this regard. Hacham Ben Sion argues that one does not intend to
insulate the rice in the Hamin, but rather to cook it in the pot together
with the Hamin. The bag is used simply to prevent the rice from mixing
with the Hamin. Therefore, since the intention is to cook the rice in the
pot and not to insulate it in the Hamin, this practice does not violate
the prohibition of “Hatmana.” This is also the position of Rav Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach (Jerusalem, 1910-1995). Therefore, those who are
accustomed to cooking rice, “kishkeh” or other foods in this fashion
certainly have authorities on whom to rely.
Summary: It is permissible to warm a baby’s milk bottle in a bowl of
hot water on Shabbat provided that part of the bottle remains outside
the water; it is forbidden to submerge the entire bottle in hot water.
There is a dispute among the Halachic authorities as to whether one
may place raw food – like rice or “kishkeh” – in a bag or aluminum foil
inside a pot of Hamin before Shabbat for it to cook by Shabbat morning. Those who wish to be lenient may do so, as they have authorities
on whom to rely.

Shabat Vayehi
From Adam Harishon and until Yaakob Abinu, we do not find the existence of sickness in those generations. People died suddenly without
any previous warning. When death took place, the person sneezed and
this was the indication that the neshama had departed the body. (This
is the reason why it is our custom to bless the person that sneezes
wishing him/her “Hayim Tobin” – a good life, as previously the only
time one sneezed was at the time of death). Yaakob Abinu was of the
opinion that it was not good for man to depart from this world suddenly, thus he prayed to Hashem that He announces to the person and
relatives the possibility that death may take place, through weakening
of the body, meaning sickness. For the first time we find in the Torah a
sick person who is about to die: Yaakob Abinu.
Yaakob Abinu gathered all his children to bless them before his death.
When assembled, he asked them whether their belief in Hashem was a
complete one, a declaration he wished to hear before departing this
world.
His children confirm unequivocally their strong faith in Hashem with
the expression: “Shema Yisrael Hashem Elo-henu Hashem Ehad” – Hear,
Israel (a reference to Yaakob Abinu, who Hashem called Israel) Hashem
is our G-d, Hashem is One”. Yaakob Abinu moved by this confirmation,
expresses gratitude to Hakadosh Baruch Hu with the words: “Baruch
Shem Kavod Malchuto Le’olam Va’ed” – “Blessed His name and glorious
sovereignty for ever and ever”.
The sons of Yaakob were the ones to compose and first use what was
to become the classic proclamation of faith of every Jew. It is with this
Shema that the Jew lives. From the first moment of childhood when
ones learns to utter words, and twice daily through the entire life, and
to the last moment on this earth, when the neshama departs this world
for its eternal rest.
Yaakob Abinu and his children taught this to us.

Abir Yaakob Congregation
Cordially invite the Men and Women of our Kehila to the

Hilula of Haadmor Rebbi Yaakob Abuhatzira ZTKL
20 Tebet, 5778
Sunday January 7th, 2018
at 6:30 PM
Dinner graciously sponsored by Jacques and Biba Benquesus
RSVP no later than Thursday January 4th, 2018 @ 5 PM
Please contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 1. or email jdayan@kehilacentre.com
for more information or booking

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please
contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 1.
Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.

