
Shabbat Prayer Times 
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim    4:15 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha      4:30 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat    4:45 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting    4:26 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:50 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m.                                                                                                                                                                                            

íéìäú  Tehilim      3:30 p.m.                                                                        
äçðî  Minha      4:00 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabbat Ends    5:33 p.m. 

 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday December 29th, 2017 

Minha 4:35 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:31 p.m.) 

 

Weekday Services at  
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday   
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.   
íéòåá÷  Kebuim  9:00 a.m.  

   

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  7:10 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.   
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.   
äçðî Minha  4:30 p.m. 

úéáøò Arbit  5:10 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:50 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:27 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 4:44 pm 

Shabbat Shalom 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 שבת שלום ברוכים הבאים

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen 
 

Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

 

           To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.  
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza.  7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3 Tel: (905) 669 7654  Fax: (905) 669 5138 

Perashat Vayigash ויגש   פרשת  

Shabbat December 23rd, 2017, ח" תשע ה' טבת  / 5 Tevet 5778 

Perasha Page 250, Haftara 1144 in Artscroll 

Mazal Tov 
Mazal Tov to Sarah Mishan and Michael Levy on their recent engagement  

Proud Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Brian and Angela Levy and Mr. and Mrs. Pinchas and Rivka Mishan  

Kiddush 
Everyone is invited to join us for Kiddush after services.  In order to continue our coveted Kiddush 

which we all enjoy on a weekly basis, we are looking for sponsors.  Everyone is welcome.  

 

 Seuda Shelishit 
This weeks Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by Mr. Salomon Nezry, in loving memory of his mother,  

Rica Nezry  ì"æ, and by the Bensimon family,  in loving memory of Rabbi David Benguigui ì"æ. 
Everyone is welcome.  

 

Nahalot 
Yosef Mouyal ì"æ, Allan Martin Krane ì"æ, Yaakob Totah ì"æ  5 Tevet/ Shabbat December 23rd 

Yaakov Roditi Gulersen ì"æ  6 Tevet/ Sunday December 24th 

Rivka Nezry ì"æ  7 Tevet/ Monday December 25th 

Abraham Benchetrit ì"æ  10 Tevet/ Thursday December 28th 

Dina Youssefian ì"æ, Moise Nahmany ì"æ  11 Tevet/ Friday December 29th 

Nahalot for the following week 

Joel-Yoel Malinowicz ì"æ, Armando Essebag ì"æ, Iech Elmaleh ì"æ  12 Tevet/ Shabbat December 30th 

Rina Elfassy ì"æ, Zohra Kadoch ì"æ, Jack Brodsky ì"æ  13 Tevet/ Sunday December 31st 

Shlomo Esseis ì"æ  14 Tevet/ Monday January 1st 

Simon Elfassy ì"æ  17 Tevet/ Thursday January 4th 



Synagogue News 
Asara B’Tebet 

The fast of Asara B’Tebet will take placed this Thursday December 28th. Fast starts at 6:30 AM, Minha at 4:15 PM.  

Fast ends at 5:30 PM 

Avot U’Banim 

Community wide Avot U’Banim, Father and son learning continues this Motsae Shabbat in the midrash from 7:00 PM - 8:00 

PM. Great Raffle Prizes, Pizza, Skating, Snacks and more! For more details and information please speak to Rabbi Kadoch. 

Bnei Akiva 

Bnei Akiva Snif continues this week at 4:15 PM. Bring your kids. For kids Grades 2 to 6. 

 

Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob  
Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10:00 AM 

Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM for a 

special breakfast and open-ended learning session.  

Topic: The underlying reasons behind the Minhagim.  

Tefila begins at 9:00 AM. For more information contact      

Hacham Assayag. 

Daf Yomi 

Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,  

following Arvit. 

Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca 

Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 

7:30 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day. 

Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm 

Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a 

learning session followed by an intense game of basketball. 

Every Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips 

take place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi   

Azulay or Isaac Nacson. 

Life Matters - Thursdays at 8:00 PM 

Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a  

discussion on deep and profound insights on life and Torah 

values. Refreshments to be served.  

For more information contact Max Benatar. 

Halacha and Mussar  

Thursday nights at 9:00 PM - Join Rabbi David Kadoch in an   

informative class on Hilchot Shabbat and Character Develop-

ment. Each class will end with a thought on the Parasha.  

Men of all ages invited. 

 Upcoming Events 

 

Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8  

Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your 

friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in 

the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes 

followed by our own basketball league in the gym. For any 

questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please contact 

yosazulay@gmail.com 

Pledges and 2017 Income Tax Receipts 

As we approach the end of another calendar year, December 31st is the final date and time for the office to receive 

payments and donations and issue an income tax receipt for the 2017 year. 

Please call the office at 905-669-7654 ext. 1 to pay your outstanding pledges before year end.  You may also pay 

online on our web site at https://www.kehilacentre.com/payment.php.  If you do not yet have a web account, please 

contact the office or email social@kehilacentre and we will help you log in.   

Thank you for your continued support.  



 והיה כראותו כי אין הנער ומת  " )מד:לא("

“And it will be when he sees that the lad is no longer, and he will 
die.” (44:31) 

 

The Talmud Yerushalmi (Taanit 3) relates an awkward episode with 

Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai, the leading sage following the destruction 

of the Second Temple. There was a drought in the land of Israel and 

food was extremely scarce. As one can imagine, it must have been a 

difficult time for farmers, businesses and general livelihood altogether. 

Rabbi Yohanan needed to get to the bottom of this, but what he did is 

nothing short of mind-boggling. He instructed his attendant to gather 

the residents of the city in the main sanctuary in front of the hechal 

and announce the following: “Rabbi Yohanan wants to get a haircut, 

but he can’t because there’s no water.” The Talmud describes that im-

mediately after the proclamation, rain fell in abundance. 

This story is very troublesome for the average reader. Here you have 

most of the nation suffering a terrible drought and have been praying 

for days on end with no answer. It almost seems that there is no end in 

sight. All of a sudden, comes along the Tanna Rabbi Yohanan, upset 

that he hasn’t visited the hairdresser in some time and voices his frus-

tration over the matter. Almost instantly, does Hashem heed his call. 

What is going on here? 

One can answer this question through a fundamental yesod in Judaism 

found in the beginning of this week’s parasha. When Yehuda approach-

es Yosef in negotiations to free his younger brother Binyamin, his tactic 

is to use his father as the reason why Binyamin must be pardoned. For 

“it will be when he sees that the lad is no longer, he will die.” The com-

mentary Akeda explains that this is one of the ways Hashem deals with 

mankind with lavish mercy. For even if man was deserving of punish-

ment, if in any way that punishment would have an indirect effect on a 

tzadik, then God will not punish him. Rav Elhanan Wasserman uses this 

idea to explain Yehuda’s thought process. In essence, Yehuda knew he 

and his brothers were guilty of misconduct and worthy of punishment, 

but if this was going to affect their father in any way, then Hashem will 

find a way to get them out of it. 

With this in mind we can now appreciate the story above and more 

importantly Rabbi Yohanan’s response to the situation. The suffer-

ing of the general public is not an automatic reason for Hashem to 

bring rain. In fact, one can argue the opposite; because of their sins 

they were meant to suffer by strict letter of the law. The problem 

lies with Rabbi Yohanan, who did not sin and has no reason to suf-

fer any affliction as a result of the misconduct of the general popu-

lation. In the prospect of him missing out on a simple haircut, is 

enough of a reason to bring salvation. 

 

The Proper Way To Extract Vegetables from Soup on Shab-

bat; Washing Grapes on Shabbat; Using a Perforated Spoon 

on Shabbat  

The Proper Way To Extract Vegetables from Soup on Shabbat; Washing 

Grapes on Shabbat; Using a Perforated Spoon on Shabbat 

   

The Shabbat prohibition of “Borer” forbids separating between desira-

ble and undesirable items, such as between foods which one wants to 

eat and foods which he does not want to eat. Separating is allowed on 

Shabbat only if one removes the food he wants to eat from the food he 

does not want to eat (and not the other way around), and he does not 

use a utensil for this purpose. The third condition is that the separat-

ing is done for immediate purposes – meaning, to eat the food right 

away, rather than for later in the day. 

 

It occasionally happens that a person is served a bowl of kibbehamda – 

soup with meatballs and vegetables – but he only wants the vegetables 

and meat, without the broth. A person in this situation might decide to 

take a ladle, fill it with kibbehamda, and then tilt the ladle so that the 

broth spills back into the bowl, leaving only the solid food. This would 

be forbidden on Shabbat, because this entails removing the unwanted 

food – the broth – from the food which one wants – the vegetables and 

meat. He would have to instead simply take what he wants from his 

bowl, and leave behind what he does not want. Another common situa-

tion which many people do not realize can entail a violation of Borer is 

washing grapes. Many people place grapes in a bowl, fill the bowl with 

water, and then spill the water into the sink while holding the grapes 

inside the bowl. This, too, violates the prohibition of Borer, because 

one separates the water – which he does not want – from the grapes – 

the food which he does want. One would have to remove the grapes 

from the water and put them somewhere else, rather than separating 

the water from the grapes. 

 

Summary: If one wants only the solid food in his soup, such as the 

vegetables, he must remove the vegetables from the broth; he may not 

tilt the spoon or ladle to remove the broth from the vegetables. If one 

fills a bowl of grapes with water to wash them on Shabbat, he must 

then remove the grapes from the water; he may not pour the water out 

of the bowl, separating the water from the grapes. It is forbidden to 

use on Shabbat a perforated spoon made to remove liquid from food. 

Asara Betebet  

 

The 8th, 9th, and 10th of Tebet were days marked in our Jewish Histo-

ry.  These days, when national tragedies occurred to the Jews, are com-

memorated with a fast, particularly the fast of the 10th of Tebet, Asara 

Betebet.  Every ta’anit we make, except Yom Kippur, was established by 

the prophets, to mourn the event s of the galut. 

 

Translation of the Torah: During the kingdom of Ptolemy the King of 

Greece, when the Jews lived under his rule, the Torah was translated in 

a language foreign to Hebrew.  Ptolemy called on 72 Hachamim with-

out indicating the purpose to them, when gathered, he put each one in 

a different room and proceeded to request from each one individually 

to translate the Torah into Greek.  This request distressed the Hacha-

mim, as it is difficult for all 72 of them to explain the Torah exactly in 

the same manner.  Hashem performed a miracle, and all the 72 inter-

pretations were identical including the changes that were made.  Ptole-

my, who expected 72 different translations in order to attack and un-

derestimate the Jews and their torah, found himself astonished.  With 

the magnitude of the miracle notwithstanding, the prophets sensed the 

harm this would bring to Judaism as until then the opportunity to know 

the Torah and to interpret it erroneously against Israel had never risen. 

 

Death of the Leaders: On the 9th of Tebet, two of the greatest leaders 

of the nation passed on.  It was on that day that Ezra Hasofer and Ne-

hemia Ben Haclaya, the two leaders who returned the nation to 

Yerushalayim from Babel, died.  Their death was a cause of great be-

reavement to the nation, as more than ever, they needed the guidance 

of these Tzadikim at a time when they returned from a galut of 70 

years to resettle in the land of Israel. 

 

Beginning of the destruction: On the 10th of Tebet, the first event 

which would lead to the destruction of the Beth Hamikdash occurred.  

On this day, Nebuchadnetzar’s armies besieged Yerushalyim, forbid-

ding entry or exit from it, oppressing the Jews who could be saved.  

For three years, the armies held the siege, until they broke the nation’s 

resistance and were able to enter Yerushalayim, destroyed the Beth 

Hamikdash and take the inhabitants into captivity.  We fast on that day 

the destruction of the national glory, the Beth Hamikdash.   

It is necessary to note, that in the year 5277, on the 23rd, of Tebet, the 

expulsion of the Jews of Portugal took effect, bringing death and trage-

dy to our brethren. 

 

 

 



If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please 

contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 253. 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  

Abir Yaakob Congregation 

Cordially invite the Men and Woman of  our Kehila to the 

Hilula of  Haadmor Rebbi Yaakob Abuhatzira ZTKL 
20 Tebet, 5778 

Sunday January 7th, 2018 

 at 6:30 PM 

 

Dinner graciously sponsored by Jacques and Biba Benquesus 

RSVP no later than Thursday January 4th, 2018 @ 5 PM 

 

Please contact the office or email jdayan@kehilacentre.com 

for more information or booking 


