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Perasha Page 222, Haftara 1210 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
íéøéùä øéù Shir Hashirim
äçðî Minha
úáù úìá÷ Kabalat Shabbat
úåøð ú÷ìãä Candle Lighting

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin
úéøçù Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35)
íéìäú Tehilim
äçðî Minha
áåè òåáù Shabbat Ends

4:10
4:25
4:40
4:23
6:45

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.

8:30 a.m.
3:25 p.m.
3:55 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Ereb Shabbat, Friday December 22nd, 2017
Minha 4:30 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:26 p.m.)

Weekday Services at
Medrash Torah Vehayim
úéøçù

Shaharit Sunday

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
úéøçù

7:05 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Shaharit Weekdays

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
äçðî Minha
úéáøò Arbit

7:05 a.m.
6:45 a.m.
8:15 a.m.
4:25 p.m.
5:05 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:46 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:24 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 4:41 pm

Mazal Tov
Mazal Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Emmanuel and Gila Bensimon on the Bar Mitzva of their son Joseph Benjamin,

Proud Grandparents: Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin and Yaffa Bensimon and Mr. and Mrs. Sol and Liz Shalit.

Kiddush
This week's Kiddush is sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Emmanuel & Gila Bensimon in honour of their son’s
Bar Misva Joseph Benjamin, and by the Sephardic Kehila Centre in celebration of Hanuka.
Everyone is welcome.

Seuda Shelishit
This weeks Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Marcel and Mimi Ohayon, in loving memory of
his mother, Clara Ohayon ì"æ, Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Vivian Benmergui, in loving memory of his uncle
Isaac Benmergui ì"æ, and by Mr. Salomon Nezry, in loving memory of his father Isaac Nezry ì"æ.
Everyone is welcome.

Nahalot
Isaac Nezry ì"æ, David Kirschner ì"æ 1 Tevet/ Tuesday December 19th
Esther Leah Nunes-Pinto ì"æ 2 Tevet/ Wednesday December 20th
Georgette “Zahara” Keslassy ì"æ, Clara Ohayon ì"æ 3 Tevet/ Thursday December 21st

Nahalot for the following week
Yosef Mouyal ì"æ, Allan Martin Krane ì"æ, Yaakob Totah ì"æ 5 Tevet/ Shabbat December 23rd
Yaakov Roditi Gulersen ì"æ 6 Tevet/ Sunday December 24th
Rivka Nezry ì"æ 7 Tevet/ Monday December 25th
Abraham Benchetrit ì"æ 10 Tevet/ Thursday December 28th
Dina Youssefian ì"æ, Moise Nahmany ì"æ 11 Tevet/ Friday December 29th

To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza. 7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3 Tel: (905) 669 7654 Fax: (905) 669 5138

Synagogue News
Oneg Shabbat - Friday Night @ 8:00 PM
The Kahal Kadosh is invited to an Oneg Shabbat with Divrei Torah, singing and desserts at the home of Haham Amram and
Rabbanit Shoshana Assayag this Friday night, December 15th from 8:00 PM - 10:00 PM. ADDRESS: 1 Cordoba Drive,
Apt. # 205, (right across from the SKC). Hope to see you there!

Dear Members..
December 31st is the final date for the Synagogue office to receive payments for donations and issue a tax receipt for the
2017 year .Please call the office now to pay your outstanding pledges before the end of the year. If you have already paid
your balance, we wish to thank you for all your continuous support.

Avot U’Banim
Community wide Avot U’Banim, Father and son learning continues this Motsae Shabbat in the midrash from 6:45 PM - 7:45
PM. Great Raffle Prizes, Pizza, Skating, Snacks and more! For more details and information please speak to Rabbi Kadoch.

Rosh Hodesh
Rosh Hodesh Tevet will be on Monday and Tuesday December 18th and 19th.

Bnei Akiva
Bnei Akiva Snif continues this week at 4:15 PM. Bring your kids. For kids Grades 2 to 6.

Mimis Light
Mimi’s Light was created 21 years ago by Max Benaim in honour of Mimi Benadiba. With Chanukah approaching, we are reminded of our many dear friends that are in their homes or hospitals that aren't able to light the Chanukah candles.
We seek volunteers to add to our current roster of miracle workers! If you know anyone in need of assistance please contact
Max at (416) 918-0676 and together we will make Mimi's Light shine bright!
WE URGE PARENTS AND CHILDREN TO VOLUNTEER!!! A GREAT EXPERIENCE!!

Hanuka Party at Baycrest
Last Sunday at Baycrest Centre there was a Hanuka Party for our Seniors, graciously organized by Suzanne & jack Benchimol
and Mrs. Marie Benchabo. The Seudah was offered by the Estrella Benaim, ì"æ Foundation.
“ TO LIVE IS TO GIVE”

Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob
Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10:00 AM
Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM for a
special breakfast and open-ended learning session.
Topic: The underlying reasons behind the Minhagim.
Tefila begins at 9:00 AM. For more information contact
Hacham Assayag.
Daf Yomi
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,
following Arvit.
Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at
7:30 PM. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.
Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm
Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a
learning session followed by an intense game of basketball.
Every Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips
take place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi
Azulay or Isaac Nacson.

Life Matters - Thursdays at 8:00 PM
Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a
discussion on deep and profound insights on life and Torah
values. Refreshments to be served.
For more information contact Max Benatar.

Halacha and Mussar
Thursday nights at 9:00 PM - Join Rabbi David Kadoch in an
informative class on Hilchot Shabbat and Character Development. Each class will end with a thought on the Parasha.
Men of all ages invited.

Upcoming Events
Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8
Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your
friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in
the Red Room at 7:00 PM for some learning, snacks and prizes
followed by our own basketball league in the gym. For any
questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please contact
yosazulay@gmail.com

)נה: לכו אל יוסף אשר יאמר לכם תעשו "(מא,“ויאמר פרעה לכל מצרים
"And Pharoah said to all of Egypt, Go to Yoseph and whatever he
shall tell you, you shall do. (41:55)
In the above verse, Rashi explains that Yosef commanded the
Egyptian people to circumcise themselves. Obviously in a state
of uncertainty, the Egyptians go to Pharoah to ask what they
should do. Pharoah instructs them to follow exactly what Yosef
said to do.
The commentators ask, what was Yosef’s purpose in making
them perform berit mila? Did he have intent to convert the entire nation? Obviously not. So what exactly was the benefit to
have them perform an action of which they were never previously commanded to do? Some answer that Yosef was afraid
that the Egyptians would decree upon the Jews in the future
that they could no longer perform berit mila; this way the Jews
would replicate the lifestyle of their Egyptian hosts and hide
their true identity. Yosef, who understood this could very well
happen, instructed the Egyptians to circumcise themselves so
such a decree could never be initiated. Yosef attempted to ensure that the mitzva of berit mila never be abandoned from the
Jewish people.
Unfortunately, this was not to be. The medrash writes that the
Jews forsook the commandment of berit mila immediately after
the death of Yosef. This is why Moshe commanded the Jews to
circumcise themselves immediately upon the exodus of Egypt.
I was once taught that the aforementioned pasuk is actually an
allusion to what was to transpire throughout Jewish history.
Berit mila is just one of thousands of different halachot pertaining to Jewish life. Often it’s difficult to navigate the myriad
of different opinions and books on any given Jewish subject.
The Torah hints to us the perfect solution. “Go to Yosef, whatever he shall tell you, you shall do.” This is in reference to Rabbi Yosef Karo, the author of the Shulhan Aruch and the leading
source for any halachic ruling today. The ways and paths of
Jewish life are registered in his four-set masterpiece. It is the
ultimate destination for any Jew willing to gain insight on Jewish law.
I don’t think it’s a coincidence that even in the last few centuries, the Jewish world has seen countless Torah scholars
with the name Yosef who were masters of Halacha, among
them: Rabbi Yosef Karo (Bet Yosef), Rabbi Haim Yosef David
Azoulay (HaHida), Rabenu Yosef Haim (Ben Ish Hai), Rabbi
Yosef Ber Soloveitchik, Rabbi Yosef Shalom Elyashiv and last
but not least, Hacham Ovadia Yosef. Let us use this as a motivation to be like Yosef; affluent in halacha, willing to expand
our knowledge in Jewish law, so that just like Yosef HaTzadik,
we will guarantee the legacy of Halacha throughout the ages.

Poland-Germany) says that if one would pray Minha after lighting the
Hanukah candles for Friday Night/Shabbat, it would create a “Tarteh
D’satreh”-an internal contradiction. How can one light the candles for
the next day-Shabbat- and then go ahead and pray the weekday Minha,
which is the prayer of the previous day-Friday?
Interestingly, the Mishna Berura, in his Sha’are Sion (679:7), comments
that it is only a contradiction if one lights early, at Plag HaMinha, because he is showing that he accepts Plag HaMinha as the start of the
next day. However, if he lights ten or fifteen minutes before sunset,
that does not indicate that he has already begun the next day. He is
only lighting then because he has no choice, as he cannot light candles
after Shabbat begins.
The Ben Ish Hai (Rav Yosef Haim of Baghdad, 1833-1909) in Parashat
Vayeshev says that praying Minha on Friday of Hanukah after lighting
Hanukah candles is “Minhag Borim”-the practice of the ignorant. Hacham Bension understands this to refer to a case in which he lit at Plag
and then prayed, which is a ”Tarteh D’satreh.” However, if he would
light candles close to sunset, there is no problem praying Minha afterwards. Even so, it is still preferable to pray Minha early because of the
first reason.
SUMMARY
It is preferable to pray Minha early on Friday of Hanukah, before lighting candles. If one intends to pray Minha later, he should light Hanukah candles 18 minutes before sunset.

Shabbat Miketz

Two years after the restitution of the “Sar Hamashkim”, Par’oh
has a dream where he sees himself standing by the Nile, where seven
fat and healthy cows come from followed by seven lean fleshed. Suddenly, the seven skinny cows eat up the first seven cows and Par’oh
awakes. He sleeps and dreams again, this time it is seven ears of corn
in one stalk healthy and good followed by another seven skinny and
dry and the thin ones swallow up the healthy ones. These dreams leave
Par’oh unquiet and he gathers all the wise men, who are unable to interpret the dreams. The “Sar Hamashkim” remembers Yosef then, and
relates to Par’oh the events in jail when Yosef interpreted their dreams.
Immediately, they take Yosef out of jail and he prepares himself to
come to Par’oh. The latter tells his dreams to Yosef, who informs him
that G-d is indicating to him the future of his land. There will be seven
years of abundance followed by seven years of such hunger that the
plenty will be forgotten. Yosef in this instant, not only translates the
dream but he also offers a solution to the dilemma: An able man must
be found who could collect from the citizens in form of taxes the excess grain product of the years of wealth and store it to use in the
years of hunger. Par’oh appoints Yosef as his deputy, giving him the
power to carry out his plan. Yosef enjoys a great success in the execution of his plan and becomes the most important personality of Egypt.
During the years of abundance, Yosef marries and brings two children
to the world: Menashe and Ephraim. –The hunger comes to the entire
region rigorously and only the Egyptians have food sustenance. Yaakob
aware that there is food in Egypt sends ten of his children to shop. The
bothers come to Yosef and bow down to him, without recognizing him.
Nevertheless, Yosef does recognize them and immediately accused
them of being spies. The latter, confronted with this accusation, and to
prove that they are decent and honest people, tell Yosef their family
history, including the fact that a younger brother has remained in Canaan with their father. Yosef, wishing to see Binyamin, takes this opChanukah- Minha on Friday of Hanukah
portunity, informing them that to prove their facts true, one of them
will have to return to Canaan to bring Binyamin down while the rest
The Poskim bring down that on Friday of Hanukah, it is preferable to
pray Minha Gedolah-early afternoon Minha, before lighting the candles. would be detained until their identity is confirmed. After being all in
detention for three days, Yosef suggests that one of them remain and
Different reasons are given for this practice. First, that corresponds to
the rest bring food to their families and return with Binyamin. The
the sequence of service in the Bet HaMikdash-first the Korban Tamid
brothers speaking among themselves reproach themselves for selling
Shel Ben HaArbayim-the afternoon offering was brought, and then the
their brother and now they are suffering the effects of such a sin.
Kohen would light the Menorah. So too, Minha, which corresponds to
Yosef, upon hearing his brothers an unable to hold himself, goes out
the afternoon offering, should be prayed before lighting candles, as is
of the hall and cries. Yosef orders that they be given sacks of grain and
the practice the rest of the week.
restore every man’s money into his sack.
Moreover, the Peri Megadim (R. Yosef Ben Meir Teomim, 1727-1792,

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please
contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 253.
Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.

