ã"ñá

President
Meyer Keslassy

Vice President
Isaac Cohen

ברוכים הבאים
Shabbat Shalom Welcome to our Synagogue

שבת שלום

Chief Rabbi
Haham Amram Assayag

Hazan
Rabbi David Kadoch

Shaliach Tzibur
Marc Kadoch

Perashat Vayeshev פרשת וישב
Shabbat December 9th, 2017,  כא' כסלו תשע"ח/ 21 Kislev 5778
Perasha Page 198, Haftara 1142 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
íéøéùä øéù Shir Hashirim
äçðî Minha
úáù úìá÷ Kabalat Shabbat
úåøð ú÷ìãä Candle Lighting

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin
úéøçù Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35)
íéìäú Tehilim
äçðî Minha
áåè òåáù Shabat Ends

4:10
4:25
4:40
4:22
6:40

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.

8:30 a.m.
3:25 p.m.
3:55 p.m.
5:28 p.m.

Ereb Shabbat, Friday December 15th, 2017
Minha 4:25 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:23 p.m.)

Weekday Services at
Medrash Torah Vehayim
úéøçù

Shaharit Sunday

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
úéøçù

7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Shaharit Weekdays

ïé÷éúå Vatikin
íéîéã÷î Makdimim
íéòåá÷ Kebuim
äçðî Minha
úéáøò Arbit

7:00 a.m.
6:45 a.m.
8:15 a.m.
4:25 p.m.
5:05 p.m.

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:40 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:19 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 4:40 pm

Mazal Tov
Mazal Tov to Dr. and Mrs. Adam and Esther Ohayon on the birth of a baby boy.
Proud Grandparents: Mr. and Mrs. Henri and Chantal Ohayon, Mrs. Kathryn Edery
Proud Great-Grandparents: Mr. and Mrs. Jack and Suzanne Benchimol, Mrs. Messody Ohayon

Kiddush
This week's Kiddush is donated by Adam & Esther Ohayon and Ariel & Elisheva Picillo in honour of
the upcoming launch of the much awaited English book on Moroccan minhagim, Darké Abotenou.
As well as in honour of the birth of a baby boy. Everyone is welcome.

Seuda Shelishit
This weeks Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by Mr. Meyer Keslassy in loving memory of his wife Perla
Keslassy ì"æ, by Mr. & Mrs. Esther and Joe Azoulay in loving memory of her mother Luna Cohen ì"æ. .
Everyone is welcome.

Nahalot
Abraham Azagury ì"æ, Esther Nahmias ì"æ, Luna Cohen ì"æ, Mordechai Azuz ì"æ 22 Kislev/
Sunday December 10th
Esther Cohen ì"æ 23 Kislev/ Monday December 11th
Perla Keslassy ì"æ 26 Kislev/ Thursday December 14th
Aziza David ì"æ 27 Kislev/ Friday December 15th

Nahalot for the following week
Isaac Nezry ì"æ, David Kirschner ì"æ 1 Tevet/ Tuesday December 19th
Esther Leah Nunes-Pinto ì"æ 2 Tevet/ Wednesday December 20th
Georgette “Zahara” Keslassy ì"æ, Clara Ohayon ì"æ 3 Tevet/ Thursday December 21st

To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza. 7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3 Tel: (905) 669 7654 Fax: (905) 669 5138

Synagogue News
Hanuka
Hanuka begins this week with the first light on Tuesday night, December 12th.

Early Minha
In consideration of Hanukah, there will be an early Minha on Friday December 15th at 2 p.m. in the Medrash.

Dear Members..
December 31st is the final date for the Synagogue office to receive payments for donations and issue a tax receipt for the
2016 year .Please call the office now to pay your outstanding pledges before the end of the year. If you have already paid
your balance, we wish to thank you for all your continuous support.

Avot U’Banim
Community wide Avot U’Banim, Father and son learning continues this Motsae Shabbat in the midrash from 7-8 p.m.
Great Raffle Prizes, Pizza, Skating, Snacks and more! For more details and information please speak to Rabbi Kadoch.

Brunch and Learn
Brunch and Learn with Hacham Assayag continues this Sunday Nov. 19th at 10:00 a.m.
Please make every effort to attend.

Bnei Akiva
Bnei Akiva Snif continues this week at 4:15 p.m. Bring your kids.
For kids Grades 2 to 6.

Mimis Light
Mimi’s Light was created 21 years ago by Max Benaim in honour of Mimi Benadiba. With Chanukah approaching, we are reminded of our many dear friends that are in their homes or hospitals that aren't able to light the Chanukah candles.
We seek volunteers to add to our current roster of miracle workers! If you know anyone in need of assistance
please contact Max at (416) 918-0676 and together we will make Mimi's Light shine bright!
WE URGE PARENTS AND CHILDREN TO VOLUNTEER!!! A GREAT EXPERIENCE!!

Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob
Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10 AM
Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10 AM for a
special breakfast and open-ended learning session.
Topic: The underlying reasons behind the Minhagim.
Tefila begins at 9AM. For more information contact Hacham
Assayag.
Daf Yomi
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,
following Arvit.
Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the
Midrash
at 7:30 p.m. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.

Life Matters - Thursdays at 8 pm
Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a
discussion on deep and profound insights on life and Torah
values. Refreshments to be served.
For more information contact Max Benatar.

Halacha and Mussar
Thursday nights at 9 PM - Join Rabbi David Kadoch in an
informative class on Hilchot Shabbat and Character Development. Each class will end with a thought on the Parasha.
Men of all ages invited.

Upcoming Events

Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8
Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your
Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm
friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in
Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a
the Red Room at 7:00 p.m. for some learning , snacks and
learning session followed by an intense game of basketball.
prizes followed by our own basketball league in the gym. For
Every Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please contact
take place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi
yosazulay@gmail.com
Azulay or Isaac Nacson.

use of electric lights shows that the Hanukah lights are only for the
Misva and not for light. Nevertheless, he concludes that the prevalent
custom is that everyone lights an additional candle.

)ב:"ויבא יוסף את דבתם רעה אל אביהם" (לז
"And Yosef brought evil reports about them to their father.”
(37:2)
The story of Yosef’s sale is one that really needs to be studied well.
The repercussions of the episode live with us until this day. It has also
been brought down that the horrific slaying of the Ten Martyrs shortly
after the destruction of the second Temple is directly related to the ten
brothers who sold their brother into slavery. However, it’s what we
know from the verses that pose interesting questions for discussion.
We know that Yosef was very close with the brothers from the handmaids of Yaakov, Bilhah and Zilpah. Rashi brings the Medrash Tanhuma to explain that this is because the sons of Leah would demean the
sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, while Yosef would befriend them. Here’s the
obvious question. If Yosef was indeed friendly with Dan, Naftali, Gad
and Asher, then where were these individuals when it came time to his
sale? Why wouldn’t they step up and defend their brother; the same
brother who would behave warmly with them while they were bullied
by their older brothers? In addition, how could Yosef report evil about
Leah’s sons if was nowhere near them according to Rashi?
Some (see Ohr Hachaim) wish to argue that the sons of the handmaids
were too scared to step up to Leah’s six sons. In reality, they didn’t
want to see their brother be sold but they gave in to the peer pressure
of their older brothers and tagged along. Others, most notably the
Ramban, disagree with this explanation. The reason being that four
brothers wouldn’t fear five. We know that Reuven was not for the idea
of selling Yosef, therefore it was Shimon, Levi, Yehudah, Yissachar and
Zevulun versus the four sons of Bilhah and Zilpah. Four versus five is
not a sufficient disadvantage to simply give in like that.
Therefore the Ramban has a totally different description of the events
that took place. While Rashi is adamant in his opinion that Yosef’s evil
reports were about his older brothers from Leah, the Ramban believes
that this is incorrect. For if so, we’re still left with our original question
of where were the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah during Yosef’s sale. Hence
the Ramban is forced to say that the evil reports that Yosef told Yaakov
were about Dan, Naftali, Gad and Asher. He was able to report about
them because he was close and amiable with them. This form of slander, albeit incorrect, caused Yaakov to love and respect his son more
than everyone else. At this point, the sons of Leah become aware of
this and display immense jealousy and hatred toward Yosef.
Now the sale of Yosef makes perfect sense. The sons of the handmaids hated Yosef because he reported them to Yaakov. The sons
of Leah loathed him because Yaakov adored him more than all the
other brothers and as a result, all of them were united in the decision to sell him to the Ishmaelites.

Hanukah: The Shamash
The Shulhan Aruch rules (671:5) that one must light an additional candle, called a Shamash, alongside the other Hanukah candles. This insures that any benefit one may receive from the light of the Menorah,
in essence, is derived only from that extra candle, and it is therefore
permitted. However, the Ben Ish Hai (Rav Yosef Haim of Baghdad, 1833
-1909) cites the Kab HaYashar who holds that even the Shamash may
not be benefitted from. Hacham Ovadia adamantly rejects this and
explains that the entire purpose of the Shamash is to benefit from its
light.
The Be’ur Halacha (Rav Yisrael Meir Kagan of Radin, 1839-1933) brings
Rashi's explanation that a Shamash is lit for a "HeKera"-to distinguish.
That is, it is designed to demonstrate that the candles are lit for the
Misva, and the other candle, the Shamash, is for light. Even if he does
not need to use the light of a candle, he must show that he has other
options if the need would arise. Accordingly, he continues, since the
Menorah is no longer lit on the table, but rather by the windows or
doors, it is clear that the lighting is for the Misva. Therefore, technically, there would be no need for the Shamash. All the more so today, the

There is a significant difference between the way Ashkenazim and Sepharadim use the Shamash. The Ashkenazim use the Shamash to light
the other candles, and since it is used to serve the other candles, it is
clearly not one of the Hanukah lights. Sepharadim, on the other hand,
use candles to light the Shamash, and therefore it is not evident that
the Shamash is not one the Hanukah candles. Therefore, one should
put the Shamash higher, lower or off to the side of the other candles to
show that the Shamash is not part of the Hanukah candles.
The Be'ur Halacha (Siman 673) points out another difference between
the Sepharadim and the Ashkenazim. According to the Sepharadim,
even though the Shamash is lit, one may not benefit from the candles;
he may only use the light of the Shamash. Per the Ashkenazim, the
Rama rules that through the lighting of the Shamash, all the candles
become permitted to benefit from. In any event, it is best to refrain
from benefiting from the Menorah. Benefit refers to practical uses such
as reading and counting money, but it is permitted to gaze at the candle to derive aesthetic pleasure.
SUMMARY
One must light a Shamash, even if he has electric lights. One should
refrain from benefiting from the Menorah but may benefit from the
Shamash. The Shamash should be placed in a different position than
the rest of the candles.

Shabat Hanuka
Hanuka is celebrated for eight days to commemorate the miracle of the
oil. All that was left of the pure oil after the Syrian-Greek desecrations
was a one-day supply, but it burned miraculously for eight days, until a
fresh supply became available. In one of the most famous questions in
Rabbinic literature, Rebbi Yosef Karo (Orah Chaim 670) raises a basic
difficulty with this reason:
QUESTION: Since the untainted jug contained enough oil to burn naturally for one night, nothing miraculous happened on the first night that
the Cohanim kindled the Menorah. Since the miraculous nature of the
burning was only on the following seven days. Why do we celebrate
eight days? Rebbi Yosef Karo himself offered three possible answers,
among the numerous other interpretations of Hahamim down through
the years. The following is a sampling of such answers, beginning with
the three of Rebbi Yosef Karo.
ANSWERS:
1. Had the Cohanim used all the oil on the first night, they would have
been forced to leave the Menorah unlit for the following week. Instead,
they decided to use one eighth of the oil each night until they could
obtain a new supply. But instead of the flames going out during the
night, the Menorah remained lit until morning, as if its cups had been
filled with oil. Thus, a miracle occurred every night (Rebbi Yosef Karo).
2. After they filled all the cups of the Menorah, the Cohanim found that
a miracle had happened – the jug of oil had remained brimful (Rebbi
Yosef Karo).
3. In a variation of the previous answer, Rebbi Yosef Karo suggests that
each morning the Cohanim found that the cups of the Menorah were
still full of oil, even after having burned all night (Rebbi Yosef Karo).
4. Zohar states a principle that Hashem performs a miracle only on
something that already exists in some measure; thus, for example, a
partially filled jar can become full miraculously but Hashem does not
fill a jar that is totally empty. According to this rule, we must assume
that after the first night’s burning, some oil had to be left, despite the
fact that it had burned for the full duration. The first day’s miracle was
that this remnant remained. On the succeeding days, this remnant
burned for a full night (Turey Zahab).
5. True, the miracle of the oil did not begin until the second day and
lasted for lonely seven days, but the Sages designated the first day of
Hanukah as a festival in commemoration of the miraculous victory over
the massive Syrian-Greek legions (Peri Hadash).

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please
contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 253.
Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.

