
Shabbat Prayer Times 
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim    4:15 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha      4:30 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat    4:45 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting    4:27 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:25 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m.                                                                                                                                                                                            

íéìäú  Tehilim      3:30 p.m.                                                                        
äçðî  Minha      4:00 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabat Ends     5:31 p.m. 

 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday December 1st, 2017 

Minha 4:25 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:23 p.m.) 

 

Weekday Services at  
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday   
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  6:45 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.   
íéòåá÷  Kebuim  9:00 a.m.  

   

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  6:45 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.   
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.   
äçðî Minha  4:30 p.m. 

úéáøò Arbit  5:10 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:25 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:09 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 4:44 pm 

Shabbat Shalom 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 שבת שלום ברוכים הבאים

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen 
 

Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

 

           To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.  
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza.  7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3 Tel: (905) 669 7654  Fax: (905) 669 5138 

Perashat Vayeitzei ויצא   פרשת  

Shabbat November 25th, 2017, ח" תשע ז' כסלו  / 7 Kislev 5778 

Perasha Page 144, Haftara 1139 in Artscroll 

 

Kiddush 
Everyone is invited to join us for Kiddush after services.  In order to continue our coveted Kiddush 

which we all enjoy on a weekly basis, we are looking for sponsors. 

 

 Seuda Shelishit 
This weeks Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Meyer and Suzy Benchetrit, in loving memory 

of her mother Luna Ouaknine ì"æ .    
Everyone is welcome.  

 

Nahalot 
David Nissan ì"æ   7 Kislev/ Shabat November 25th 

Luna Ouaknine ì"æ   8 Kislev/ Sunday November 26th 

Nahalot for the following week 

Joseph Beniluz ì"æ   14 Kislev/ Shabbat December 2nd 

Joseph Abitbol ì"æ   15 Kislev/ Sunday December 3rd 

Salomon Cohen ì"æ   16 Kislev/ Monday December 4th 

Jacob Hasan ì"æ, Freha Soudry ì"æ, Jorge Geri Senechal ì"æ   17 Kislev/ Tuesday December 5th 

Yehuda Bensalmon ì"æ   19 Kislev/ Thursday December 7th 

Messody Cohen ì"æ, Pinhas Ouaknine ì"æ, David Zrihen ì"æ   20 Kislev/ Friday December 8th 

 



Synagogue News 
Condolences 

Our deepest and sincere condolences to Mr. & Mrs. Moshe and Esther Elfassy and the entire family, on the passing of her  

sister Claudine bat Massouda Touboul ì"æ  in Dimona, Israel.  

Oneg Shabbat - Friday, December 1st 

The Kahal Kadosh is invited to an Oneg Shabbat at the home of Rabbi David and Joyce Kadoch on Friday December 1st from  

8-10pm. Refreshments to be served. Address: 138 Colvin Crescent (off Mullen or access through Mullen Park)  

Hope to see you there. 

Avot U’Banim 

Community wide Avot U’Banim, Father and son learning continues this Motsae Shabbat in the midrash from 7-8 p.m. Great 

Raffle Prizes, Pizza, Skating, Snacks and more! For more details and information please speak to Rabbi Kadoch. 

Brunch and Learn 

Brunch and Learn with Hacham Assayag continues this Sunday Nov. 19th at 10:00 a.m. 

Please make every effort to attend. 

Bnei Akiva 

Bnei Akiva Snif continues this week at 4:20 p.m. Bring your kids.  

For kids Grades 2 to 6. 

Daf Yomi 

Please join us on Wednesday night at 6 p.m. for a siyum as we conclude another 

masechet of Gemara Daf Yomi, Masechet Makot.   

Cost for dinner is $15 per person. Please speak to Rabbi Kadoch or Zev Saban to  

register. 

Mimis Light 

Mimi’s Light was created 21 years ago by Max Benaim in honour of Mimi Benadiba. 

With Chanukah approaching, we are reminded of our many dear friends that are in 

their homes or hospitals that aren't able to light the Chanukah candles. 

We seek volunteers to add to our current roster of miracle workers! If you know 

anyone in need of assistance please contact Max at (416) 918-0676 and together 

we will make Mimi's Light shine bright! 

WE URGE PARENTS AND CHILDREN TO VOLUNTEER!!! A GREAT EXPERIENCE!! 

 

Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob  
Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10 AM 

Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10 AM for a 

special breakfast and open-ended learning session.  

Topic: The underlying reasons behind the Minhagim.  

Tefila begins at 9AM. For more information contact Hacham 

Assayag. 

Daf Yomi 

Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,  

following Arvit. 

Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca 

Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the     Midrash 

at 7:30 p.m. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day. 

Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm 

Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a 

learning session followed by an intense game of basketball. 

Every Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips 

take place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi   

Azulay or Isaac Nacson. 

 

 

Life Matters - Thursdays at 9pm 

Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a  

discussion on deep and profound insights on life and Torah 

values. Refreshments to be served.  

For more information contact Max Benatar. 

Halacha and Mussar  

Thursday nights at 9 PM - Join Rabbi David Kadoch in an   

informative class on Hilchot Shabbat and Character Develop-

ment. Each class will end with a thought on the Parasha.  

Men of all ages invited. 

  

Upcoming Events 

 

Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8  

Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your 

friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in 

the Red Room at 7:00 p.m. for some learning , snacks and 

prizes followed by our own basketball league in the gym. For 

any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please contact 

yosazulay@gmail.com 



It's one of those moments that you can never forget. Yaakov went to 

sleep and put a rock under his head as his pillow...but all the stones 

wanted to be under Yaakov's head...so Hashem made a miracle and 

combined all the rocks into one...and that's why the verse states "and 

Yaakov  woke in the morning and took the rock (singular) which he 

placed under his head." (28:15)  

Ever ask why Yaakov would use a rock as a pillow in the first place? 

Couldn't he just scrape some grass and mud to form some type of 

round substance that would certainly be fluffier than a rock? Another 

question I have is, why is the "rock" the center of attention whenever 

some form of struggle takes place around Yaakov? Very shortly after 

this episode, just prior to Yaakov meeting Rachel, the Torah informs us 

of this large rock sitting on top of the well. Yaakov engages in conver-

sation with the men of the town and inquires about Lavan. After greet-

ing Rachel, his future wife, he accuses the shepherds of slagging in 

their work, while in total amazement why they aren't giving the flock 

water to drink and yet the day is still about. The shepherds retort that 

there is a big "rock" on the well and they can't draw water from it. Al-

most like Superman, Yaakov proceeds to remove the "rock" from the 

well. So again, what's with rocks being front and center in Yaakov's 

life? Do these stories have anything to do with each other? 

I would like to say yes based on the following explanation of the Keli 

Yakar. 

He explains that after Yaakov realized that the place he slept was in-

deed a very holy place (the future site of the Bet HaMikdash), he took 

stones from the area to place around his head as a protection. The 

Medrash writes that he took 12 stones. Why were they fighting? Since 

this was going to be the future spot of the Bet HaMikdash, each would 

fight in an attempt to be the primary host of the holy Temple. God 

made it that each stone would combine to perform the same function 

(i.e. Yaakov's pillow) and thus there would be no arguing as to who 

housed the Bet HaMikdash. Indeed, looking at history, this is what took 

place. King David purchased the gold and silver for the Temple from 

each tribe so that each could have a share in the building of the holiest 

building on Earth. 

Fast forward a few days later as Yaakov encounters the shepherds de-

laying in their work. This causes tremendous tumult. The sheep are 

thirsty, the workers and slacking, thieving time from their employer. 

He asks them if they know Lavan and whether he is in peace. They re-

spond in the affirmative. The Ohr HaChaim explains that this question 

of whether or not he's in peace actually meant if he is paying them on 

time and correctly. Immediately after they respond in the affirmative, 

Yaakov asks in wonderment why they haven't fed the sheep. If he is 

paying you on time and a good employer then why are you causing 

strife? They answer it's because of the "rock." Yaakov's reaction is 

priceless. He picks up the rock as if it's a feather. How was this possi-

ble? Because he knew that the rock represented peace. Yaakov wit-

nessed firsthand how 12 stones came together for the sake of peace in 

the future building of the Bet HaMikdash. He would have nothing to do 

with a city of quarrelsome and argumentative individuals; the same city 

where he will marry his four wives and beget twelve tribes. As the 

"behir ha'avot" -- the chosen of the patriarchs-- it was incumbent upon 

Yaakov Avinu to ensure that the future of Klal Yisrael be one of peace, 

with or without the Bet HaMikdash. Like I said above, it's a story that 

we will never forget...and for good reason. May we always remember 

the lessons of the rock! 

Shabbat Shalom. 

Is It Permissible On Erev Shabbat To Fill Up An Urn With 

Water That Will Become Cooked On Shabbat 

 

Is it permissible to fill an urn with cold water just before the onset of 

Shabbat, such that the water will be heated on Shabbat? 

 

Halacha imposes certain restrictions on placing raw or partially cooked 

food on the fire before Shabbat. The Rabbis were concerned that since 

the food is not fully cooked when Shabbat begins, one might stoke the 

coals to expedite the cooking process, which would constitute a Shab-

bat violation. Accordingly, these prohibitions apply only in cases where 

there is the possibility of accelerating the cooking process. Hence, 

according to most authorities, if an urn has no dials or knobs, and is 

simply plugged into the wall, one would be allowed to fill it with cold 

water just before the onset of Shabbat, since he has no possibility of 

increasing its heat to accelerate the cooking process on Shabbat. 

 

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (Russia-New York, 1895-1986), in his sefer Igrot 

Moshe, Helek 4, Siman 74:23, however, ruled stringently on this issue, 

forbidding filling an urn with cold water if the water will not become 

hot before the onset of Shabbat. He was concerned that a person may 

take some water from the urn before the water is fully heated, which 

will have the effect of accelerating the heating process, as a lower 

quantity of water heats more rapidly than a higher amount. Rabbi Fein-

stein felt that due to this concern we should forbid filling an urn just 

prior to Shabbat. 

 

The majority of authorities, however, disputed this ruling, arguing that 

the Talmud makes no mention of such a concern. It speaks only of the 

concern that one might stoke the coals, and therefore in situations 

where there is no possibility of increasing the heat to accelerate the 

heating process, one may fill an urn with cold water just prior to Shab-

bat. See Sefer Matmin U’Mevashel BeShabbat, page 44. 

 

Summary: One may fill an urn with cold water just before Shabbat, even 

though the water will still be cold when Shabbat begins, provided that 

the urn has no dials or knobs for adjusting its heat. 

Shabat Vayetze 

 

Yaakob Abinu, fleeing from his brother Esav toward Haran, goes by  

Har Hamoriya. The place, where his father was tied to be sacrificed, he 

stops to pray, and as it became dark, he lies down to sleep. That night 

Yaakob dreamt about a ladder standing on earth and reaching the 

heavens, whereby angels go up and down. In that instant, he hears in 

his dream the Almighty’s voice who promises him a numerous de-

scendants who will inherit the land where he finds himself and at the 

same time assures him that He will protect him until he returns to his 

land. The next day Yaakob travels and arrives at a well, where he in-

quires about Laban. They inform him that he is well and point out his 

daughter Rachel who had just arrived with her cattle. Yaakob ends up 

settling in Laban’s house working for him. Yaakob offers to work seven 

years to obtain Rachel as a wife. After those years of work, Laban tricks 

Yaakob and gives him Lea his daughter instead of Rachel, Yaakob 

works for another seven year to be able to marry Rachel. In the mean-

time, Lea gives birth to Reuben, Shimon, Levi, and Yehuda. Rachel 

deeply hurt for not having children, gives to Yaakob her servant Bilha 

to reproduce from her. Bilha gives birth to Dan and Naftali. Lea who is 

also not able to become pregnant, gives also her servant Zilpa to 

Yaakob. The latter gives birth to Gad and Asher. Hashem hears Lea’s 

prayers and she gives birth to Yisachar, Zevulun and a daughter, Dina. 

Rachel’s prayers are also fulfilled by giving birth to her first child, 

Yoseph. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

-Esav ordered his son Elifaz to pursue Yaakob and kill him. Elifaz 

reached Yaakob and reluctantly told him that he must follow his fa-

ther’s orders. Yaakob told him to take all his possessions away and 

being penniless he would be considered dead and so he did (Ani 

Hashuv Camet). 

-When Yaakob left Canaan, he went to the Yeshiva of Shem and Eber for 

14 years through which he never lied down to sleep. The first time he 

slept in 14 years was in Har Hamoriya, where he had the dream. 

-Yaakob gave Rachel a code through which the night of the wedding he 

would know if it was her. When Rachel found out that Lea her sister 

was going to be the one to marry Yaakob, she gave her code in order 

that she should not suffer any embarrassment. 

 

 

 



If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please 

contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 253. 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  

Parashat Vayeseh: Yaakob’s Dream 

**L’iluy nishmat Natan ben Shoshana Levy** 

By Rabbi Eli Mansour 

 

 

In Parashat Vayeseh we read about the prophetic dream that Yaakob Abinu dreamt as he left Eretz Yisrael 

and made his way to Haran, where he would live and work for his uncle, Laban. In this famous dream, 

Yaakob saw a ladder extending from the ground to the heavens, with angels climbing up and down the lad-

der. 

 

Why would Yaakob dream of a ladder? Righteous people generally dream about matters involving the Torah 

they are learning. Stories are told of great scholars who encountered a certain question or difficulty during 

their study, and that night, while they slept, they were shown the answer in a dream. Why would Yaakob, 

who had been learning Torah diligently for some sixty years, suddenly dream of a ladder? 

 

The image of the ladder becomes especially difficult to understand in light of the comment of the Ba’al 

Ha’turim (Rabbenu Yaakob Ben Asher, 1269-1343) regarding Yaakob’s dream. The Ba’al Ha’turim observes 

that the word “Sulam” (“ladder”) has the same Gematria (numerical value) as the word “Mamon” (136). In oth-

er words, Yaakob dreamt about money. Why would Yaakob have such a dream? 

 

Yaakob was now going to live with his uncle, Laban, where he would work and become wealthy. After devot-

ing his life until this point to Torah learning, the time had come for Yaakob to work and earn money. The 

purpose of this transition was to lay the foundation for Am Yisrael, the eternal nation which he would be 

producing. Am Yisrael would need different groups of people – those who devote themselves to Torah 

study, and those who work to support them. It was necessary for Yaakov to combine both pursuits – diligent 

Torah study, and hard work to earn a living – in order that his descendants, the Jewish Nation, would excel 

in both areas. 

 

This, perhaps, is the meaning of Yaakob’s dream of the ladder. He dreamt of angels ascending and de-

scending the ladder so that he would be shown the proper approach to materialism. The ladder – money – 

has value only if it has “angels,” if it is used for, and channeled towards, lofty purposes. A person’s “ladder,” 

his pursuit of wealth, can extend all the way to the heavens, have great spiritual significance, if he uses that 

wealth properly, supporting charitable causes, including the study of Torah.  

 

Indeed, when Yaakob awakens, he immediately makes a pledge to donate a significant percentage of his 

earnings to G-d (28:22). He understood the message being conveyed through his vision, and thus commit-

ted himself to use his earnings for holy purposes. 

 

May we all succeed in having our “ladder” extend to the “heavens,” by ensuring to use our material blessings 

the right way and for the purpose for which we have received them. 


