
Shabbat Prayer Times 
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim    5:35 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha      5:50 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat    6:05 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting    5:47 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 7:00 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m.                                                                                                 

éîåé óã Daf Yomi     4:30 p.m.                                                                                                   

íéìäú  Tehilim      4:50 p.m.                                                                        
äçðî  Minha      5:20 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabat Ends     6:48 p.m. 

 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday November 10th, 2017 

Minha 4:40 p.m. (Candle Lighting 4:39 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at  
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday   
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  6:20 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.   
íéòåá÷  Kebuim  9:00 a.m.  

   

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  6:20 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.   
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.   
äçðî Minha  4:45 p.m. 

úéáøò Arbit  5:25 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:58 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:54 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 6:04 pm 

Shabbat Shalom 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 שבת שלום ברוכים הבאים

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen 
 

Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

 

           To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.  
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza.  7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3 Tel: (905) 669 7654  Fax: (905) 669 5138 

Perashat Vayeira וירא   פרשת  

Shabbat November 4th, 2017, ח" תשע טו' חשון  / 15 Heshvan 5778 

Perasha Page 78, Haftara 1134 in Artscroll 

Kiddush 
Everyone is invited to join us for Kiddush after services.  In order to continue our coveted Kiddush 

which we all enjoy on a weekly basis, we are looking for sponsors.   

Seuda Shelishit 
This weeks Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Moses and Mercedes Bendayan in memory of her 

son Isaac Bentolila ì"æ; by Mr. and Mrs. Maurice and Elise Benzacar in loving memory of her brother 

Mimon Cohen ì"æ; by Mrs. Audrey Benchimol and by her son Samuel in memory of her mother and 

Grandmother Esther Dahan ì"æ;  by Mr. and Mrs. Jacob and Arona Shemesh in loving memory of her  

father Nissim Ben Avraham HaCohen ì"æ;  by Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Vivian  Benmergui in loving 

memory of her father Harry Kay ì"æ; by Mr. Meyer Keslassy in loving memory of his mother Nina 

Keslassy ì"æ; by Mr. and Mrs. Samuel and Clara Serruya in loving memory of his father Menahem Serruya 

ì"æ .   Everyone is welcome.  

Nahalot 
Esther Dahan ì"æ  15 Cheshvan/ Shabbat November 4th 

Sarah Assor ì"æ , Gitta Levi ì"æ  16 Cheshvan/ Sunday November 5th 

Mercedes Melul ì"æ  18 Cheshvan/ Tuesday November 7th 

Menahem Serruya ì"æ, Mimon Cohen ì"æ, Harry Kay ì"æ  19 Cheshvan/ Wednesday November 8th 

Salomon Abikhzer ì"æ  20 Cheshvan/ Thursday November 9th 

Nina Keslassy ì"æ, Isaac Bentolila ì"æ   21 Cheshvan/ Friday November 10th 

Nahalot for the following week 

Lily Medina ì"æ   22 Cheshvan/ Shabat November 11th 

Elazar Benshabat ì"æ, Simy Elmaleh ì"æ, Haim Cohen ì"æ   23 Cheshvan/ Sunday November 12th 

Luna Moyal ì"æ, Samuel Benchimol ì"æ   24 Cheshvan/ Monday November 13th 

Sam Cohen ì"æ   26 Cheshvan/ Wednesday November 15th 



 

Synagogue News 
Unveiling   

The unveiling of Armando Abitbol ì"æ will take place this Sunday November 5th. at 11:15 a.m. at Pardes Chaim Cemetery 

(11818 Bathurst St.) after Shaharit at 9:00 a.m. 

Mishmara 

The Mishmara marking the Shloshim for חכם רפאל אוחיון ז"צל  will take place on Wednesday, November 8, 2017  )ליל כ' חשון(  

at the Sephardic Kehila Centre in the Red Room, lower level, 7026 Bathurst St., Thornhill. 

Arvit will take place at 6:30 pm followed by Hesped, Siyum and Seudah. 

בצרור החיים. תהא נשמתו צרורה   

Sephardic-Moroccan Blog 

Check out a brand new blog on Sephardic-Moroccan music by our Hazan 

Rabbi David Kadoch. Here you can find piyutim, tefilot, haftarot and more 

great things connected to Sephardic-Moroccan music. Go 

to www.sephardicsongs.com blogspot.com to subscribe to see and  

subscribe to the latest posts and like the Facebook page 

at www.facebook.com/sephardicsongs. 

SKC NHL Road Trip - Toronto Maple Leafs @ Buffalo Sabres, either March 

5th or March 15th , 2018. All inclusive, pricing including tickets,  

transportation and food for only $100. Seats are selling out quickly…  

Please reserve as soon as possible to secure your spot. Contact Eric 

Benchetrit eric.benchetrit@sympatico.ca for more information.  

 

Time Change 

Please remember to change the clocks, one hour behind on 

Motzei Shabat night before you go to bed. 

 

Bnei Akiva 

Bnei Akiva Snif continues this week one hour before  

Minha (4:20 pm). Bring your kids. For kids Grades 2 to 6. 

Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob  
Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10AM—

POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10 AM for a 

special breakfast and open-ended learning session.  

Topic: The underlying reasons behind the Minhagim.  

Tefila begins at 9AM. For more information contact Hacham 

Assayag. 

Daf Yomi 

Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,  

one hour after Arvit. 

Tuesday Night LIVE with Rabbi Tomer Malca 

Please join Rabbi Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the     

Midrash at 7:30 p.m. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of 

the day. 

Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm 

Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a 

learning session followed by an intense game of basketball.  

Every Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips 

take place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi   

Azulay or Isaac Nacson. 

Life Matters - Thursdays at 9pm 

Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a  

discussion on deep and profound insights on life and Torah 

values. Refreshments to be served.  

For more information contact Max Benatar. 

Halacha and Mussar  

Thursday nights at 9 PM - Join Rabbi David Kadoch in an   

informative class on Hilchot Shabbat and Character Develop-

ment. Each class will end with a thought on the Parasha.  

Men of all ages invited  

Upcoming Events 

 

Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8  

Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your 

friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in 

the Red Room at 7:00 p.m. for some learning , snacks and 

prizes followed by our own basketball league in the gym. For 

any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please contact 

yosazulay@gmail.com 

http://www.sephardicsongs.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sephardicsongs


" צחקה שרה זה למה  

God tells Avraham he's going to have a child at 100 years old. 

Avraham falls on his face and laughs. 

God tells Sarah she's going to have a child in one year. 

Sarah laughs and says "after I withered, I have rejuvenated. But my 

husband is old." 

God gets upset at Sarah. God does not get upset with Avraham.  

Why? 

One answer according to Onkelos is that Avraham laughed out of 

happiness while Sarah laughed out of disbelief. Therefore, the 

laugh of Sarah was treated more severely. However the Or Hachaim 

HaKadosh explains beautifully. The reason why God was critical of 

Sarah's laugh and not Avraham's was because Avraham laughed 

the moment he heard the good news about his future offspring. 

Sarah, on the other hand laughed after she saw that her body reju-

venated to a younger, powerful form. In essence, Sarah lacked faith 

in God and didn't truly believe a miracle of a child was possible 

until after she saw her body change and she was able to menstru-

ate. For this, God was  

critical.  

This is why God specifically says "Why is THIS that Sarah laughed" -

- only now and not when I gave her my word. THIS type of laughter 

was objectionable. To Sarah, it was a wonderment that such a 

thing could take place; it was unfathomable. But to God, nothing is 

wondrous. "Is there anything wondrous to God?" He continued.

(v.14) Based on this explanation we see that God didn't actually 

"lie" in verse 13 in order to save peace in the home. (Even though 

Sarah referred to her husband as old, God re-words her response 

to claim that SHE was old; According to the Gemara this was done 

to maintain Shalom Bayit) Until Sarah had menstruated she had 

thought of herself as too old to conceive and bear a child, that's 

why her laughter was derisive. AFTER she had menstruated, her 

laughter was no longer one of derision or disbelief but one of joy. 

She was doubly grateful to God that although Abraham had not yet 

demonstrated signs of rejuvenation, he surely would do so now. 

God, in his infinite kindness, repeats the blessing in pasuk 15 - 

 This time next year, there will be a  -למועד אשוב אליך כעת חיה ולשרה בן 

son born to Sarah. Why repeat? One might think that since Sarah 

lacked full faith when the original promise was said, that she 

would lose the blessing. Therefore, Hashem repeats the blessing 

one more time to let everyone know, that indeed it will come to 

light. 

Shabbat Shalom. 

Placing a Raw Food Next to a Hot Food on a Plate on Shabbat 

 

If on Shabbat a person has in his plate a hot, cooked food, such as 

a piece of meat, and a raw food, such as a raw vegetable, must he 

ensure that the raw food does not touch the hot food, or may he 

have them touch one another? A basic principle in the Halachot of 

Shabbat states that liquid in a “Keli Sheni” (“second utensil”) cannot 

effectuate the process of cooking as defined by Halacha. This 

means that, as a rule, once a liquid is transferred from the original 

utensil in which it was cooked, one may place raw food into the 

liquid, since it no longer has the capacity to cause “cooking” as 

defined by Halacha. In a “Keli Rishon” (“first utensil”), however – 

meaning, the original pot in which the liquid was cooked – the liq-

uid is capable of cooking raw foods, and it is therefore forbidden 

to place a raw food item into a “Keli Rishon” on Shabbat. The Ma-

harshal (Rav Shlomo Luria, Poland, 16th century), as cited by the 

Tureh Zahab commentary to the Shulhan Aruch (Yoreh De’a 94), 

ruled that this distinction between a “Keli Rishon” and a “Keli 

Sheni” applies only to liquids. A hot solid food, however, according 

to the Maharshal, is capable of “cooking” a raw food even in a Keli 

Sheni. The Maharshal explains that the reason liquids cannot cause 

“cooking” in a “Keli Sheni” is because the walls of the second uten-

sil cool the liquid slightly, such that its effect on a raw food cannot 

be considered “cooking.” However, when one takes a solid food 

item such as meat from the pot and puts it on a plate, it does not 

touch any walls and it thus does not cool. As such, it is still capa-

ble of cooking a raw food. Accordingly, it would be forbidden to 

place a raw vegetable on or right next to a hot piece of meat or 

kugel on one’s plate on Shabbat, since the meat or kugel would 

then “cook” the raw vegetable. This is the ruling of several recent 

and contemporary authorities, including the Mishna Berura (Siman 

318), the Kaf Ha’haim Sofer, Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv and Rav 

Shmuel Wosner. Others, however, disagree. Hacham Ben Sion Abba 

Shaul (Israel, 1923-1998), in his work Or Le’sion (vol. 2, p. 239), 

and Hacham Ovadia Yosef, as cited in Yalkut Yosef (Shabbat vol. 3, 

p. 202), rule that even solid foods are incapable of effectuating the 

process of “cooking” in a “Keli Sheni.” According to this view, then, 

it would be entirely permissible to place raw foods or raw spices 

onto or next to a hot solid food in one’s plate on Shabbat, and this 

is, indeed, the Halacha. 

 

Summary: Once a food has been transferred from the utensil in 

which it had been cooked, it no longer has the capacity to effectu-

ate the process of “cooking” as defined by Halacha. Therefore, if 

one has a hot piece of meat, kugel or other food on his plate on 

Shabbat, he may place raw foods next to or on the hot food. 

SHABAT VAYEIRA 

 

QUESTION: In this week’s Perasha, we find that Abraham Abinu 

served the three angels milk and meat. Being that Abraham Abinu 

kept the entire Torah even before it was given, how is it that he 

served them meat and milk? 

 

ANSWER: The commentators asked this question and various ex-

planations are offered. 

 

1. The Torah forbids us to eat meat and milk together and if one 

eats meat first, one must wait 6 hours before eating dairy foods. 

However, if one eats the dairy foods first, then meat may be eaten 

immediately, on condition that one assures himself that one’s 

hands are still clean and one brushes one’s teeth and rinses and 

one’s mouth (Shulchan Aruch Yore Dea 89-2). 

As soon as the three angels came into Abraham’s house, he ran to 

slaughter an animal in order to sever them meat. While the meat 

was cooked and knowing that it would take a long time to become 

ready, he brought before them milk and butter to eat in the mean-

time. The meal of meat was served a long time after.  

 

2. The Shulchan Aruch Yore Dea 88-1-2 states that two people who 

want to eat together when one will eat meat and the other one 

dairy foods, cannot sit at the same table if they are acquainted 

with each other, because this could bring them in a moment of 

forgetfulness to share their foods thus eating meat and milk to-

gether.  

However, if an object that is not generally placed on the table is set 

between the two people, this would serve as a reminder and they 

would then be allowed to eat the same table.  

 

Abraham Abinu served the angels milk and meat in order that each 

one chooses the one kind that he desires. The Torah tells us that 

Abraham Abinu stood by them during the duration of the meal. 

This he did in order to make sure that they do not forget them-

selves and they start eating from each other’s foods, meat and 

milk  

 

 

 



If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please 

contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 253. 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  

Parashat Vayera: Akedat Yishak & Akedat Abraham 

By Rabbi Eli Mansour 

 

The final section of Parashat Vayera tells the story of Akedat Yishak, when G-d commanded Abraham Abinu to  

sacrifice his son, Yishak. Just as Abraham lifted the knife and prepared to slaughter his son, an angel called out to 

him and told him to desist. G-d promised Abraham that he and his descendants would receive great reward for 

this extraordinary act of devotion and subservience. 

 

When G-d issues the command to Abraham, He tells him to sacrifice “Et Bincha Et Yehidcha” – literally, “your son, 

your only one” (22:2). The Hid”a (Rav Haim Yosef David Azulai, 1724-1806) offers a novel interpretation of this 

phrase, one which sheds an entirely new and fascinating light on the story of Akedat Yishak. The word “Yahid,” 

the Hid”a writes, is often used in reference to the human soul. If so, then G-d’s command to Abraham to sacrifice 

“Yehidcha” – “your soul” – must mean that he was to sacrifice not only Yishak, but also himself, his own life. Abra-

ham was told to sacrifice both his son and himself, to give his own life for the sake of G-d. 

 

The Hid”a proceeds to explain that a technical, Halachic dilemma prevented Abraham from fulfilling this second 

aspect of G-d’s command. The process of offering a sacrifice includes the slaughtering, and then the placing of 

the sacrifice on the altar to G-d. If Abraham had been slaughtered as a sacrifice, Yishak, his son, would have then 

been unable to continue with the latter stages of the process, as he would have the status of “Onen” – somebody 

whose family member had just passed away. A Kohen who is an “Onen” is prohibited from performing the service 

in the Bet Ha’mikdash, and so Yishak would not have been allowed to perform any part of the sacrifice once his 

father was slaughtered. Abraham, however, as the Midrash (Bereshit Rabba) teaches, had the status of a Kohen 

Gadol, who is permitted to offer sacrifices even as an “Onen.” Therefore, Abraham was able to sacrifice Yishak and 

then continue with the latter stages of the process. Even after becoming an “Onen” with the death of his son, 

Abraham would be allowed to continue tending to the sacrifice, given his status as a Kohen Gadol. And so alt-

hough Abraham and Yishak very much wished to fulfill both of G-d’s commands, practically, they were capable of 

fulfilling only the command that Yishak should be sacrificed. 

 

The Hid”a adds that this explains why G-d promised Abraham that in reward for his act, “Barech Abarachecha” (“I 

will assuredly bless you” – 22:17) – a double expression which implies that Abraham received two blessings in re-

ward for the Akeda. The Hid”a explains that since Abraham fully intended to sacrifice himself, as well, and not on-

ly his son, he was rewarded with two great blessings – one for “Akedat Yishak,” his willingness to sacrifice his son, 

and what we might call “Akedat Abraham,” his willingness to sacrifice his own life. 

 

This insight brings into focus the full extent of Abraham’s sense of absolute, unconditional subservience to G-d, 

how his love for the Almighty knew no bounds, and how committed he was to fulfill every command of G-d, fully 

trusting, without any doubt or uncertainty, that this is the greatest thing any human being can do. While we are 

not ever called upon to make these kinds of unfathomable sacrifices for the sake of G-d, our patriarch’s unequivo-

cal subservience should inspire us with faith and devotion, and serve as a model of commitment to G-d’s laws 

even when this entails a degree of hardship and sacrifice. 


