
Shabbat Prayer Times 
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim    5:55 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha      6:10 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat    6:25 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting    6:08 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:40 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m.                                                                                                 

íéìäú  Tehilim      5:10 p.m.                                                                        
äçðî  Minha      5:40 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabat Ends     7:07 p.m. 

 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday October 27th, 2017 

Minha 6:00 p.m. (Candle Lighting 5:57 p.m.) 

 

Weekday Services at  
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday   
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  7:00 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.   
íéòåá÷  Kebuim  9:00 a.m.  

   

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  7:00 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.   
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.   
äçðî Minha  6:10 p.m. 

úéáøò Arbit  6:50 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:40 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:45 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 6:24 pm 

Shabbat Shalom 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 שבת שלום ברוכים הבאים

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen 
 

Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

 

           To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.  
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza.  7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3 Tel: (905) 669 7654  Fax: (905) 669 5138 

Perashat Noah   נח  פרשת

Shabbat October 20th, 2017, ח" תשע ל' תשרי  / 30 Tishrei 5778 

Perasha Page 30, Haftara 890 in Artscroll 

Mazal Tob 
Mazal Tob to David and Einat Edery on the birth of their son in Israel  

Proud Grand Parents: Nachman and Mazal Habani and Marcos and Ora Edery  

 

Kiddush 
Everyone is invited to join us for Kiddush after services.  In order to continue our coveted Kiddush 

which we all enjoy on a weekly basis, we are looking for sponsors.   

  

Seuda Shelishit 
Please join us for Seudah Shelishit after Minha 

Everyone is welcome.  

 



Nahalot 
Rachel Chocron ì"æ, Kim Malka Chaya Himelfarb ì"æ, Aliya Oziel ì"æ, Miriam Benhaim ì"æ, Nissim Elkaim ì"æ  1 Cheshvan/  

Shabbat November 21st  

Hanna Anidjar ì"æ, Hissibe Zeitoune ì"æ, Ambrosio Edery ì"æ, Messod Benarroch ì"æ  2 Cheshvan/ Sunday November 22nd 

Elias Toby ì"æ   3 Cheshvan/ Monday November 23rd 

Eliahu Weizmann ì"æ, Yoseph Benhaim ì"æ, Abraham Cohen ì"æ  4 Cheshvan/ Tuesday November 24th 

Mercedes Anidjar ì"æ  5 Cheshvan/ Wednesday November 25th 

Bertha Benquesus ì"æ  7 Cheshvan/ Friday November 27th 

Nahalot for the following week 

Rebeca Revivo ì"æ  9 Cheshvan/ Sunday November 29th 

Mark Benchimol ì"æ  11 Cheshvan/ Tuesday November 31st 

Gabriel Daniel ì"æ  14 Cheshvan/ Friday November 3rd 

 
Synagogue News 
Sephardic-Moroccan Blog 

Check out a brand new blog on Sephardic-Moroccan music by our Hazan Rabbi David Kadoch. Here you can find piyutim,  

tefilot, haftarot and more great things connected to Sephardic-Moroccan music. Go to www.sephardicmusic.blogspot.com to 

subscribe to see and subscribe to the latest posts and like the Facebook page at www.facebook.com/sephardicmusic.  

 

Bnei Akiva 

Bnei Akiva Snif begins this week one hour before Minha (4:40 pm). Bring your kids. For kids Grades 2 to 6. 

 



 נבקעו כל מעינות תהום רבה וארבת השמים נפתחו""
Could the story of the flood be just an allusion? 

Of course not. It happened. We believe it happened, because 

it's described clearly in this week's Parasha. But here's some 

food for thought: 

The Zohar explains that the Torah is very much connected to 

rain. It usually describes the Torah as "Metar De'Oraita" or the 

"Rain of Torah." In fact the verse writes that in the 600th year 

of Noah's life, in the 2nd month on the 17th day -  נבקעו כל

 the wellsprings of water above  -שמים נפתחו ה ארבתו בהר הוםת מעינות

burst and the chambers of heaven opened up. The acronym of 

the words  תהום רבה וארבת השמים spell out the word Torah since the 

waters of the flood are an allusion to the Torah. 

Truth is, you have to rearrange the letters to spell Torah, but if 

you read them in order it spells  תרוה which means to saturate. 

The Torah saturates and satiates the thirst of the soul and ex-

alts it above anything else physical. (That is why after 40 days 

of "rain" the ark was uplifted "above the land." After 40 days of 

holy rain, the Torah has the power of overpowering anything 

attributed to physicality.) 

This makes sense with a Midrash found in the Parasha. "Rabbi 

Shimon bar Yohai said: Because the wicked of the generation of 

the flood transgressed the Torah that was given throughout 40 

days, they were punished with rain for 40 days and 40 nights." 

Another connection was made by Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai: 

"Because the wicked of the generation of the flood destroyed 

the image of the human who was formed in 40 days, they were 

punished with rain for 40 days and 40 nights. (Only after 40 

days can one tell the gender of a fetus) 

Turns out that the the Torah was given in 40, the soul/body 

was formed after 40 and the flood took place in 40. 

One can add further that the the Giving of Torah was birth of a 

new nation; like a child born to a new mother. 

All in all, there's much more we can take out from the story of 

the flood in addition to the magnificent miracle which saved 

Noah's life. May the waters of Torah spread around us and 

raise us to great spiritual heights; just as we were when we 

were newborns. 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Is It Appropriate To Invite A Rabbi To Put Up A Mezuza In A 

New House 

 

The Torah obligates a person to affix Mezuzot to the doorposts 

in his home, and before affixing a Mezuza one recites the fol-

lowing Beracha: "Baruch Ata Hashem Elokenu Melech Ha'olam 

Asher K’dishanu Be'Mitzvotav Ve'tzivanu Li'kbo'a Mezuza." 

The question was asked if it would be permissible for a fellow 

to invite a Rabbi to affix the Mezuzot in his home for him? 

Some people, for example, might wish to have a Rabbi place a 

Mezuza in their new house in order to bring Beracha into the 

home. Is this permissible, and if so, what Beracha is recited, 

and by whom? 

 

Chacham Ovadia Yoseph addresses this question in his sefer 

‘Halichot Olam’ (vol. 8), and he writes that it is indeed permis-

sible to invite a Rabbi to affix the Mezuzot, but in such a case 

the text of the Beracha changes. Before placing the Mezuzot, 

the Rabbi would recite a slightly different Beracha. The Rabbi 

would say, "Baruch Ata Hashem… Al Kevi'at Mezuza", rather 

than the standard text of "Li'kbo'a Mezuza". So one who affixes 

a Mezuza on behalf of another recites the Beracha of "Al Kevi'at 

Mezuza" (with regard to the affixing of a Mezuza) instead of 

"Li'kbo'a Mezuza" ("to affix a Mezuza"). 

 

A similar Halacha applies with regard to the obligation of 

Ma'akeh. One who lives in a home with an accessible flat roof 

bears the obligation to place a Ma'akeh, (a parapet), around the 

roof so that nobody will fall from the roof. When one places the 

Ma'akeh, he recites the Beracha, "Baruch Ata… La'asot 

Ma'akeh" ("to make a parapet"). If however, one hires a Jewish 

worker to build the Ma'akeh for him, then the worker recites 

the Beracha, "Baruch Ata… Al Asiyat Ma'akeh" ("with regard to 

the making of a parapet"). In this case too, the text of the 

Beracha depends on who performs the Mitzvah. If the home-

owner performs the Mitzvah, then the text of the Beracha reads 

"La'asot…," whereas if somebody else performs it on his behalf, 

then the text becomes "Al Asiyat…" 

 

To review, a person may invite a Rabbi to affix the Mezuzot in 

his home, in which case the Rabbi recites the Beracha, "Al 

Kevi'at Mezuza," as opposed to the text of "Li'kbo'a Mezuza" 

when the homeowner performs the Mitzvah himself. 

 

SHABAT NOAH 

 

 How disappointing it is, to see a promising work that 

would produce a bright future dissolve and disappear! How 

beautiful must have been, the recently created world and its 

components! Unfortunately, this beauty was stained and deteri-

orated in too short a time. In ten generations, humanity degen-

erated to such an extreme, that G-d even with His great mercy, 

could find an only possible solution: start anew. Even the ani-

mals were corrupted! Noah was the only one, who G-d consid-

ered worthy to protect him from the destruction that was to be 

the fate of the world: The flood. It is then that He commanded 

him to build the ark, which would become the shelter for him-

self, his family, and the animals, from which the world would 

be reproduced. Hashem, seeing His work in a state of destruc-

tion, promises to never again destroy the world. For this pur-

pose, G-d made a covenant declaring that each time that the 

world would find itself in a state that would warrant its disap-

pearance, He would produce the “rainbow” which would remind 

Him of His promise and would refrain from destroying it.  

 After the Mabul, we find Noah planting vines and get-

ting intoxicated, a great mistake which brought him to a per-

sonal humiliation, which his grandson witnessed and had the 

indiscretion of spreading instead of immediately acting to save 

his grandfather’s honour. This event caused a damaging effect 

to the world and an eternal curse to Kenaan, his grandson.  

 Three hundred and forty years later, the world is popu-

lated by a different generation. A generation of “philosophers”, 

whose objective was to dethrone the Almighty. In which better 

way to build a tower that would reach the heavens and force 

Hashem down. This “Tower of Babel” was the cause of the 

greatest confusion ever found in the world history. All the lines 

of communication, between humans, were severed, and the 

advantage of man over the animal world disappeared. The 

world seemed to reach another end, when a light appeared 

from far that would bring salvation to the world: Abraham 

Abinu.  

 

 

 



If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please 

contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 253. 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  

Parashat Noah: When the Going Gets Rough 

 

 

Just before the flood, G-d instructs to Noah to board the ark together with his family: “Come…into the ark, be-

cause I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation” (7:1). The simple reading of this verse, it 

seems, is that since Noah was a righteous person, in contrast to the rest of the generation, he was deserving of 

entering the ark and being protected from the floodwaters that would kill the rest of mankind. 

 

The Kerem Shelomo (Rav Shlomo Hallberstam of Bobov, 1907-2000), however, explained this verse differently. He 

noted that Noah’s experience in the ark was actually a punishment. G-d could have saved Noah and his family 

from the flood in countless ways, but He chose to force Noah to spend around a year confined in an ark together 

with the animals. The ark was, in a very real sense, a prison in which Noah was trapped. Indeed, Noah did not exit 

the ark after the floodwaters had subsided until he received G-d’s explicit permission. He was sent into the ark 

not merely to escape the flood, but also as a punishment. The reason why Noah was punished, the Kerem Shelo-

mo explains, is indicated in this verse, when G-d tells Noah to enter the ark “because I have seen that you are 

righteous before Me in this generation.” Noah lived in a generation which desperately needed guidance and inspi-

ration, yet he was righteous “before Me,” only between him and the Almighty. He did not work to influence and 

inspire the people of his time, and for this he was punished. 

 

The Kerem Shelomo writes that this was not always the case. The Torah begins Parashat Noah by describing Noah 

as a “Sadik” (“righteous person”) and a “Tamim” (“complete person”). The word “Tamim,” the Kerem Shelomo 

teaches, refers to working to positively influence other people. He draws proof from the verse in Tehillim (19:8), 

“Torat Hashem Temima Meshibat Nafesh” (“The Torah of G-d is perfect, restoring the soul”). This verse teaches 

that one’s commitment to Torah is “Temima” – complete – only if “Meshibat Nafesh,” if he inspires other people to 

return to observance. Noah was a “Sadik” and “Tamim” – he was righteous, and he also tried to influence the evil 

people of his time to repent and return to the proper path of conduct. 

 

What happened? Why did Noah begin as a “Tamim” but then discontinue his efforts to influence his contemporar-

ies? 

 

The Kerem Shelomo explains that Noah discontinued these efforts when he saw they were unsuccessful. When the 

going got rough, he despaired and stopped. 

 

Noah differed in this respect from Abraham Abinu, who never despaired as he worked to influence the people of 

his time and spread the belief in Hashem. Abraham persisted, even when his efforts were unsuccessful. He never 

relented in his quest to disseminate the belief in one G-d, no matter how impossible this challenge seemed. Noah, 

by contrast, gave up, and for this he was punished. Even when the going get rough, and one’s efforts to teach and 

inspire do not initially succeed, he must continue and do the best he can. Even when our work is not fruitful at 

first, we must continue our efforts and do all we can to uplift and elevate the people around us. 


