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Kiddush 
Please join us for a Shabbat Congregational Kiddush in the Sukkah, sponsored by  

Abir Yaakob. 

Everyone is welcome 

 

Seuda Shelishit 
Seuda Shelishit has been sponsored by Avi Azuelos in memory of his father in law Hanania 

Zrihen ì"æ and Moise Benedid in memory of his mother Tamo Benedid ì"æ , 

and aunt Nina Nezry ì"æ.  Everyone is welcome. 

 

Nahalot 
Salomon Assayag ì"æ, Aaron Bensimon ì"æ, David Elmaleh ì"æ  15 Tishrei/ Thursday October 5th 

Licy Azulay ì"æ, Rachel Edery ì"æ  16 Tishrei/ Friday October 6th 

Abraham Anidjar ì"æ, Estrella Anidjar ì"æ , Haim Queroub ì"æ   17 Tishrei/ Shabat October 7th 

Leah Raut Senechal ì"æ  18 Tishrei/ Sunday October 8th 

Samuel Melul ì"æ, Hanania Zrihen ì"æ, Suzane Levy ì"æ  19 Tishrei/ Monday October 9th 

Messoda Senor Elkaim ì"æ  21 Tishrei/ Wednesday October 11th 

Albert Goldberg ì"æ, Nina Nezry ì"æ, Tamo Benedid ì"æ  22 Tishrei/ Thursday October 12th 

Messod Levy ì"æ, Anna Aronova ì"æ  24 Tishrei/ Shabat October 14th 

David Kadoch ì"æ  25 Tishrei/ Sunday October 15th 

Rachel Benaim ì"æ  26 Tishrei/ Monday October 16th 

Alfred Ayache ì"æ, Josef Gabay ì"æ   28 Tishrei/ Wednesday October 18th 

Messod Dadoun ì"æ  29 Tishrei/ Thursday October 19th 

Mordechai Toledano ì"æ, Rachel Benaim ì"æ, Myriam Medina ì"æ  30 Tishrei/ Friday October 20th 

Shabbat Prayer Times 
äçðî  Minha      6:10 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat    6:25 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting    6:31 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:20 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue)   8:30 a.m. 

íéìäú  Tehilim      6:00 p.m.                                                                        
äçðî  Minha      6:25 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabat Ends     7:30 p.m. 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday October 13th, 2017 

Minha 6:10 p.m. (Candle Lighting 6:19 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at  
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday   
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  7:00 a.m.  

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.   
íéòåá÷  Kebuim 9:00 a.m.  

  úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays  
ïé÷éúå Vatikin  7:00 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.   
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.   
äçðî Minha  6:30 p.m. 

úéáøò Arbit  7:10 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 7:23 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:38 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 6:47 pm 



When Less is More 

 By Rabbi Reuven Lauffer 

Last year after some home improvements, I set out to buy some new boards to build the walls of my Succah (the temporary hut that Jews live in for seven 

days during the Festival of Sukkot). Not only had my Succah area doubled but, due to the way the construction had been done, the original boards that I 

had always used in the past were now too tall. So off I went to look for some new ones. Living in Jerusalem there was no problem finding 

cheap Succah boards for sale. In fact, the area that I ended up in seemed to consist of one carpentry shop after another, each storefront graced with a huge 

pile of boards ready to be carted away and built into someone's Succah. And that is when the trouble began. 

Every board was exactly the same height. One of the reasons that they were so cheap is because they were all of uniform dimensions, mass produced by a 

machine. Each one cut in exactly the same way and completely indistinguishable from the next. Which meant that for my needs they were all too tall. 

At this point it really didn't occur to me that this might end up being a particularly difficult exercise. I approached one of the stores and asked the owner if 

he could cut boards for me according to my specifications. Nothing seemed to be a problem so I excitedly started explaining to him how many boards I 

needed and how tall they had to be. At first I rather naively thought that my boards, being about a third shorter than the ones being sold, were going to 

cost a third less than the going rate for the standard size, so you can imagine my amazement when the storekeeper quoted me a price that was almost 

double the regular price! Not wanting to pay any more than I had to I asked around in some of the other stores and, more or less, I got the same answer 

everywhere. It transpires that in the mysterious world of Succah boards less is actually more! Not having any real alternative, I went back to the first store 

and made my order. A few days later I returned to collect my newly shortened boards, bring them home and begin the putting them all together. 

It was, in my humble opinion, a very beautiful and spacious Succah. We enjoyed every moment that we spent in it. We ate all our meals in it, learned Torah 

in it, had lots of guests in it and we slept in it each night. My children especially enjoyed lying down on their camp beds in the darkness looking at the 

twinkling stars that peeked through the "holey" covering serving as a roof. Late one night while I was sitting in the Succah it suddenly occurred to me that 

sometimes the world of Mitzvot (Commandments) and the world of Succah boards coincide with each other. We are commanded every year to leave our 

permanent homes and spend a week in a temporary abode. What is the reason? Among other things it is to instill in us an appreciation that ultimately al-

most everything in this physical world of ours is transient. That the only commodities that have eternal value are G-ds commandments. We pick ourselves 

up and leave the comfort and the safety of our homes to spend a week living that concept in its entirety so that when we finally move back into our homes 

at the end of Sukkot we are supposed to have absorbed that lesson. 

Who doesn't want a beautiful residence? The Torahs description of such a dwelling is a house dedicated to fulfilling G-ds commandments. A home to invite 

guests to and introduce them to the indescribable grandeur of Shabbat and the Festivals. A place that is permeated with gemilut chasadim (kind deeds). 

That rings with the sound of Torah. Somewhere that serves as a magnet for those who want to taste and experience what it means to truly live the com-

mandments. 

What Sukkot and the Succah are teaching us is that to build such a palace requires that we take a "time out" from the physical world so that we can remem-

ber where all our blessings really come from. We divest ourselves of some of our material trappings so that we can recognize just how close we really are 

to G-d. For the whole week of Sukkot we leave the creature comforts behind for the "Spartan wilds" of our Succah and we bask in the knowledge that G-d is 

watching over us. Why bother? So that when we finally return to our homes it will be with the knowledge that G-d watches over us there as well. 

What that means is that in the long run less really does become more! 



Ereb Shemini Atseret - Wed. Oct. 11th 

Candle lighting   6:22 p.m. 

Minha    6:25 p.m. 

Arbit    6:50 p.m. 

Shemini Atzeret - Thursday Oct. 12th 

Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:30 a.m. 

Shaharit    8:30 a.m. 

Minha    6:15 p.m. 

Candle Lighting after  7:22 p.m. 

Arbit    6:50 p.m.  

Hakafot   7:30 p.m. 

Kiddush DURING Hakafot 

Simchat Torah - Friday Oct. 13th 

Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:30 a.m. 

Shaharit   8:30 a.m. 

Minha    6:10 p.m. 

Hag Ends   7:00 p.m. 

Candle Lighting  6:19 p.m. 

Arbit    6:50 p.m. 

Shabat - Oct. 14th 

   Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin    6:30 a.m. 

Shaharit    8:30 a.m. 

Minha    5:50 p.m. 

Shabat Ends   7:18 p.m. 

 

Ereb Sukkot– Wednesday Oct. 4th 

Candle lighting  6:35 p.m. 

Minha    6:35 p.m. 

Arbit    7:05 p.m. 

1st Day Sukkot –Thursday Oct. 5th 

Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:20 a.m. 

Shaharit   8:30 a.m. 

Minha    6:25 p.m. 

Candle lighting After  7:35 p.m. 

Arbit    7:05 p.m. 

2nd Day Sukkot –Friday Oct. 6th 

Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 6:20 a.m. 

Shaharit   8:30 a.m. 

Minha    6:10 p.m. 

Candle Lighting  6:31 p.m. 

Arbit    7:00 p.m. 

Shabat - October 7th 

   Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin    6:20 a.m. 

Shaharit    8:30 a.m. 

Minha    6:25 p.m. 

Shabat Ends   7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hol Hamoed Shaharit Vatikin 7:00 a.m. Regular Shaharit 6:45 & 8:15 a.m. 

   Minha 6:30 p.m., Arbit 7:10 p.m. 

Hosha’ana Rabba  

Midnight (to dawn) Meldado  

Wednesday Oct. 11 from 12:30 a.m. to 7:00 a.m.  

12:30 a.m.—3:30 a.m. Study & Lectures / 3:30 a.m.—6:35 a.m. Tehillim & Selihot / 6:45 a.m. Shaharit 

Congregational Kiddush - Sukkot 

~ The 1st day of Sukkot, Kiddush is sponsored by  

Mr. and Mrs. Sam & Clara Serruya in memory of her beloved father Mr. Aaron Bensimon ì"æ.  
 

~ The 2nd day of Sukkot, Kiddush is sponsored by  

Mr. and Mrs. Elias & Perla Azulay in memory of his beloved mother Mrs. Licy Azulay ì"æ . 

Hatan Torah 

Mazal Tov to Avi Kadoch, Hatan Haftara 

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please contact the 

office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 253. Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  



To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.  
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza.  7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3 Tel: (905) 669 7654  Fax: (905) 669 5138 

The blessing Moshe gave to the Tribe of Levi was short but 

concrete. In fact, it could have arguably been the greatest 

blessing of them all. "They shall teach Your laws to Jacob and 

Your instructions to Israel." In a nutshell, Levi's job was to 

transmit and teach the Torah to the Jewish people. They were 

the holiest, the worthiest and the greatest. With those qualities, 

it is no wonder why they received the merit to teach Bene Yisra-

el. The key word is "merit."  

Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer z''l has a fascinating explanation on 

one of the mishnayot in Avot (6:10). Rabbi Yose ben Kisma was 

once walking on the road when he was approached by a man. 

After exchanging greetings and places of dwelling, the man 

made Rabbi Yose an offer he couldn't refuse. He told him, "I 

will give you all the money in the world, just come live in my 

town." Nice offer, right? Well, he refused. His response: "If you 

give me all the gold and silver and precious jewels, I will only 

live in a place where there is Torah."  

The obvious question is, if Rabbi Yose was given all the money, 

why couldn't he just build the city filled with Torah from 

scratch? Let him use the money to build schools, yeshivot, kol-

lelim and synagogues. He had the means to do it at his dispos-

al. 

Rav Isser Zalman explains that in order to successfully root a 

place of Torah, it's not just about the person building it, or the 

means to build it. There needs to be "zechut," there needs to 

be merit. That place needs to MERIT having Torah dwell within 

it. That person, needs to have MERIT to build such a holy com-

munity. This is what Rabbi Yose ben Kisma was telling the 

man. The creation of synagogues and schools have nothing to 

do with money nor the people running it, but rather the siyata 

dishmaya (Godly assistance) and merit that comes along with 

it. 

The proof lies all around us. Just take a look at all the religious 

institutions around the world the are up and running and with 

huge success. Many of these place were faced with harsh mon-

etary challenges that in normal circumstances would have led 

to closures and bankruptcies. However, the Jewish people and 

their institutions, especially those made up of Torah and religi-

osity don't fall under the normal rules of world. They bank on 

merit and mesirut nefesh (devotion).  

This is what the tribe of Levi possessed over all other tribes. To 

be a teacher of the masses means that your are worthy enough 

to live up to the task. It means that Hashem has possessed you 

with the skills needed to succeed and those skills shouldn't go 

to waste. However, even with those skills and the merit one has 

to be a melamed (teacher), you need a prayer and blessing to 

go along with it. Who better to give that prayer and blessing 

than Moshe Rabenu. 

Hag Sameah! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Succot- The Walls of the Sukka  

A proper Sukka is defined by Halacha as a structure consisting of three 

walls that is covered by Sechach. Hacham Ovadia Yosef, in his Hazon 

Ovadia – Sukkot (p. 1; listen to audio for precise citation), writes that 

any material may be used for the walls of the Sukka. Unlike the materi-

al used for the Sechach, which must meet certain requirements, the 

walls may be made from any material. Thus, for example, a person can 

use barrels or the side of a large chest as one of the walls of the 

 Sukka, even though such objects are susceptible to Tum'a, ritual purity 

(as opposed to Sechach, which must not be susceptible to Tum'a). Ha-

cham Ovadia adds that the only restriction that applies to the walls of 

the Sukka is that they do not sway back and forth when exposed to an 

ordinary gust of wind. Even if there is no wind in the particular location 

where the Sukka stands, if the walls are made from sheets and the like 

and would sway in an ordinary wind, the Sukka is not valid for use. The 

walls need not be strong enough to withstand hurricane-force winds, 

but they must be able to remain in place when subjected to common 

gusts of wind. 

Hacham Ovadia rules that such walls should not be used for the Sukka 

even if they are tightly tied to the Sukka's frame such that they do not 

sway in the wind. Sheets tied to a frame have the tendency to become 

loose, and the person might not realize when this occurs. He will then 

be eating in an invalid Sukka – which is, in essence, the same as eating 

outside a Sukka – and reciting a Beracha Le'vatala ("wasted" Beracha). 

Hacham Ovadia therefore maintains that one should use walls that are 

strong and sturdy, such as walls made from wood, fiberglass and the 

like, rather than use materials such as canvas that sway in the wind. 

This is the view of several other authorities, as well, including Rabbi 

Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (Jerusalem, 1910-1995). 

Summary: Any material may be used for the walls of the Sukka, provid-

ed that it does not sway back and forth when subjected to an ordinary 

wind. Even if one ties the material tightly to the Sukka's frame such 

that it remains in place in the wind, one should not use such a Sukka. 

Instead, one should use a Sukka made with strong, sturdy walls, such 

as from wood or fiberglass, that can withstand an ordinary gust of 

wind.  

Halachot of Sukkot 

1) On the first night of Sukkot, one first recites the Beracha 

Lesheb BaSuca, then Sheheyanu, as it refers to the Kidush 

as well as to the Misva of Suca. But on the second night of 

Suca, one first recites Sheheyanu and then Lesheb BaSuca. 

2) When Kidush is not recited, Lesheb BaSuca is recited after 

Hamotsi, before eating and it is not considered an interrup-

tion, as it is a necessary requirement before eating. 

3) Although the Beracha, Lesheb BaSuca refers to dwelling in 

the Suca, the Sages z.l. required it to be recited at a meal 

in which bread is eaten. The Beracha Lesheb BaSuca may 

only be recited when eating bread, but not over cake. 

4) One is required to train a bright four year-old and a five 

year-old boy of average intelligence, in the Misva of Suca. 

Other authorities rule that a bright child need not be 

trained until he is five, and an average child until he is six. 

5) Women are exempt from Suca, as the performance of the 

Misva is restricted to a specific time, nevertheless if they 

fulfill the Misva, they will be rewarded for it. 

 

 

 


