
Shabbat Prayer Times 
íéøéùä øéù  Shir Hashirim    6:10 p.m. 

äçðî  Minha      6:25 p.m. 

úáù úìá÷  Kabalat Shabbat/Lechu Neranena  6:40 p.m. 

úåøð ú÷ìãä  Candle Lighting    7:00 p.m. 

(ïé÷éúå) à"ãéçä ïéðî úéøçù  Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 5:35 a.m. 

úéøçù  Shaharit (Main Synagogue/Barechu:9:35) 8:30 a.m. 

éîåé óã Daf Yomi     5:15 p.m.                                                                                                   

í"áîø øåòù  Rambam Shiur    6:05 p.m. 

íéìäú  Tehilim      6:50 p.m.                                                                        
äçðî  Minha      7:20 p.m. 

 áåè òåáù  Shabat Ends     8:48 p.m. 

Ereb Shabbat, Friday September 1st, 2017 

Minha 6:15 p.m. (Candle Lighting 6:50 p.m.) 

Weekday Services at  
Medrash Torah Vehayim 

úéøçù  Shaharit Sunday   
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  5:55 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 8:00 a.m.   
íéòåá÷  Kebuim  9:00 a.m.  

   

úéøçù  Shaharit Weekdays  
ïé÷éúå  Vatikin  5:55 a.m. 

íéîéã÷î Makdimim 6:45 a.m.   
íéòåá÷ Kebuim  8:15 a.m.   
äçðî Minha  6:30 p.m. 

úéáøò Arbit  7:00 p.m. 

Shabat Zemanim– Netz– õð– 6:35 am, Keriat Shema- òîù úàéø÷- 9:21 am, Shekia- äòé÷ù– 8:03 pm 

Shabbat Shalom 

ã"ñá 

Welcome to our Synagogue 
 שבת שלום ברוכים הבאים

President 
Meyer Keslassy 
Vice President 
Isaac Cohen 
 

Chief Rabbi 
Haham Amram Assayag 

Hazan 
Rabbi David Kadoch 

Shaliach Tzibur 
Marc Kadoch 

 

           To increase participation during Tefila, this bulletin should not be read during the conduction of prayer services.  
This bulletin must be discarded in a proper Geniza.  7026 Bathurst Street Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8K3 Tel: (905) 669 7654  Fax: (905) 669 5138 

Perashat Shoftim    שופטים פרשת

Shabbat August 26th, 2017, ז" תשע ד' אב  / 4 Elul 5777 

Perasha Page 1024, Haftara 1199 in Artscroll 

Mazal Tob 
Mazal Tob to Mr. & Mrs. Joseph and Lana Shemesh on the Bar Misva of their son, Daniel. 

Proud Grandparents: Mr. & Mrs. Reuven and Dalia Shemesh and Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Olga 

Laichter 

Kiddush 
This Shabbat, Kiddush is sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Joseph and Lana Shemesh in honour 

of the Bar Misva of their son, Daniel  

Everyone is welcome 

Seuda Shelishit 
This week’s Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by Rene and Flora Amiel in memory of her beloved 

mother, Sol Serfaty-DeCohen ì"æ; Robert & Vivian Benmergui in memory of his beloved father, 

Jacob Benmergui ì"æ; Armando D. Cohen in memory of his beloved father, David Cohen ì"æ; 

and Bella Kardashova in memory of her beloved father, Shamil Kardashov ì"æ.  
Everyone is welcome.  

Condolences 
It is with deep regret that we announce the passing of Mr. David Anidjar ì"æ, uncle of our dear 

friend and member, Mr. Elias Anidjar. Our sincere condolences to the family. May Hashem 

console the entire family and may his neshama rest in Gan Eden, Amen. 



Nahalot 
Shamil Kardashov ì"æ, Ezra Totah ì"æ  4 Elul/ Shabat August 26th 

David Cohen ì"æ, Osvaldo Faierman ì"æ  6 Elul/ Monday August 28th 

Charles Toledano ì"æ  7 Elul/ Tuesday August 29th 

Jacob Benmergui ì"æ, Miriam Hochman ì"æ, Yehuda Benmergui ì"æ, Sol Serfaty-DeCohen ì"æ  8 Elul/ Wed. Aug. 30th 

Mercedes Serruya ì"æ  9 Elul/ Thursday August 31st 

Nissime Mamane ì"æ  10 Elul/ Friday September 1st 

Nahalot for the following week 

Esther Azoulay ì"æ  12 Elul/ Sunday September 3rd 

Simha Toledano ì"æ, David Menahem Nacson ì"æ  13 Elul/ Monday September 4th  

Adell Totah ì"æ  15 Elul/ Wednesday September 6th 

Armand Sabbah ì"æ, Clara Edery ì"æ  16 Elul/ Thursday September 7th 

Membership Dues 
A friendly reminder to all of our members to renew your membership and remit any outstanding pledges as soon 

as possible, before Rosh HaShana. Thank you for your continued support. 

Synagogue News 
Selichot 

As a reminder, Selichot begins 45 minutes before each respective Shaharit minyan. 

The Makdimim minyan will pray upstairs in the main Synagogue at it’s usual time beginning with selichot at 6 am. 

 

 

 

 

 

Selihot 

Why do the Sefaradim start saying “Selihot” at the beginning of Elul and say it as early as five o’clock in the morning? 

 

“Selihot” as the work indicates, are prayers for forgiveness which we present to Hashem, for all the sins one commits. As every 

human being will pass under the Almighty’s scrutiny and judgment on the day of Rosh Hashanah, it is only natural that one 

prepare oneself by asking Hashem to erase one’s sin, declaring sincerely his total regret for all his bad actions. However, this 

does not yet explain why we start with Elul, and not before or after (as the Ashkenazim do)? – When Hashem gave the Torah on 

the 6th of Sivan, He asked Moshe to go up to Mount Sinai the next day, in order to receive the Tablets of the Law, to bring 

down to the children of Israel. But as we know, just before Moshe’s arrival after the forty-first days spent on the Mount, the 

Jews sinned and created the golden calf. When Moshe came down on the 17th of Tammuz, confronted by the idol, he cast 

down the Tablets completely destroying them. On the 18th of Tammuz, Moshe goes up again to beg Hashem not to bring 

about the annihilation of the nation because of the sin. After forty days, on the 28th of Ab, Hashem tells Moshe to come down 

and make new Tablets, which he is to bring up again in order for Hashem to inscribe in them, what had been on the original 

ones. On Rosh Hodesh Elul, Moshe goes up to Har Sinai for the third time, where he remained for forty days, until the 10th of 

Tishre. On that day, Hashem gives Moshe the new set of Tablets and announces to him: “Salahti Kidbarecha” – “I have forgiven 

the nation as you have requested.” From that time on, the tenth of Tishre, the day of Kippur has been marked as the day of 

forgiveness for the entire nation. – Following the ways of Moshe Rabenu, from the beginning of Elul we take upon ourselves to 

come before Hashem for forty days of prayer, to which climax the day of Kippur. This is now the Sephardic custom of saying 

“Selihot” for forty days originated. 

 

Also, the Hachamim tell us that it is important that a Jew wake up at midnight to cry over the destruction of the Temple, be-

cause also Hashem mourns the destruction and the expulsion of His children from His house. This service is called “Tikun Ha-

tzot” and is so important, that if one is forced to choose between “Tikun Hatzot” and “Selihot”, one must choose to recite the 

“Tikun Hatzot” rather than the “Selihot”. For this reason, it is customary for the Sefaradim to first say the “Tikun Hatzot” fol-

lowed by the “Selihot”. – Nevertheless, the Halacha states that if one is to say “Tikun Hatzot”, it must be said at or after mid-

night, but once dawn breaks, one is no longer allowed to say even though there is still plenty time before the sunrise. For this 

reason, we begin “Tikun Hatzot” at 5:00 am even though the “Selihot” may be said at any time before Tefila. We ask Hakadosh 

Baruch Hu that He listens to our prayers, with mercy “Amen”. 

By Haham Amram Assayag 

Insights on the Torah 
 äøåúä ìò  úåðåéòø 



 לא תסור מן הדבר ימין ושמאל
"Do not sway from the matter right or left." 

Let's talk about Hanukah. Well... not exactly. But you'll 

see where I'm getting at.  

In Masechet Shabbat 23a, there is a discussion as to 

which blessing is recited on the kindling of the Meno-

rah. The Gemara concludes that the blessing recited is 

"asher kideshanu bemitzvotav vetzivanu, lehadlik ner 

shel Hanukah." 

The Gemara wonders why the text of asher kideshanu 

bemitzvotav was inserted if the commandment of light-

ing Hanukah candles isn't biblical. The Gemara answers 

based on the  pasuk in this week's Parasha that to listen 

to the Rabbis is one of the 613 commandments: "You 

shall not sway from the matter right or left." Since the 

commandment of Hanukah lighting was decreed by the 

Rabbis, one who transgresses the mitzvah is as if he 

transgresses a biblical commandment. This is why the 

text reads "asher kideshanu bemitzvotav."  

I'd like to take this opportunity to dwell on this matter 

for a bit as I feel this is something that needs to be im-

proved upon by most of us. 

There seems to be a misunderstanding as to the im-

portance of Rabbinical commandments. All too often I 

hear phrases such as: "It's only miDer-

abbanan (rabbinical), so it's not a big deal," or "if it's not 

written explicitly in the Torah, I don't want to hear 

about it." I can't tell you how many times I've informed 

people about the severity of muktzeh and the response  

 

 

 

I get in return is: "Show me in the Torah where it says I 

can't hold money." This attempt to outsmart me or the 

Torah is only that; an attempt. In reality, there is NO 

PLACE in the Torah where it says muktzeh is prohibited. 

I can't show you a place explicitly. However, I can show 

you a place that says, that if the Rabbis tell you some-

thing you are NOBODY to disregard it or them. 

To delve upon all the differences between rabbinical 

and biblical mitzvot is too time-consuming for this post. 

If one has no choice but to transgress one of the two, 

without a doubt, it's preferable to commit the rabbinical 

sin; for example, telling the non-Jew to press the eleva-

tor button rather than press it yourself.  

However, when it comes to positive mitzvot, we have no 

right to claim "since it's rabbinical, it's not important." 

In fact, that statement just X-ed the box next to "Biblical 

Transgression." 

The month of Elul is a month of introspection; a month 

where we aim to fix all our flaws, both between man 

and God, and man and his neighbor. Let's put a little 

more effort on the mitzvot/decrees instituted by our 

Hachamim, who knew better than us. Maybe then we 

can show Hashem that we're ready to move to the next 

level in our service towards Him. 

Shabbat Shalom 

 

Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob  
 

Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10AM—

POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10AM for a 

special breakfast and open-ended learning session.  

Topic: The underlying reasons behind the Minhagim.  

Tefila begins at 9AM. For more information contact Hacham 

Assayag. 

 

Daf Yomi 

Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag,  

one hour before Minha. 

 

Tuesday Night LIVE with Tomer Malca 

Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 

7:30 p.m. for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

Night Yeshiva - Wednesday Nights at 8pm 

Attention high school and university boys: Come and enjoy a 

learning session followed by an intense game of basketball.  

Every Wednesday beginning at 8pm. Special activities and trips 

take place bimonthly. For more information contact Yossi Az-

ulay or Isaac Nacson. 

 

Life Matters - Thursdays at 9pm 

Join Hacham Amram Assayag every Thursday night for a dis-

cussion on deep and profound insights on life and Torah val-

ues. Refreshments to be served. For more information contact 

Max Benatar. 

Upcoming Events 

 

Kehila Boys Mishmar Program– Grades 5-8 (ON SUMMER 

HIATUS)  

Boys Grades 5-8 , come out for a great time and see your 

friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we’ll be meeting in 

the Red Room at 7:00 p.m. for some learning , snacks and 

prizes followed by our own basketball league in the gym. For 

any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please contact 

yosazulay@gmail.com 



If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation or if you have a change of address or email please 

contact the office at (905) 669-7654 Ext. 253. 

Please be advised that the cutoff time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.  

This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.  

 

Elul: The Time is Now 

Kabbalistic sources teach that the divine Name of “Havaya,” which is normally spelled “Yod,” “Heh,” 

“Vav” and “Heh,” can be configured in twelve different ways, by rearranging the four letters. Each con-

figuration corresponds to one of the twelve months of the Hebrew calendar, and is also alluded to in a 

verse in the Tanach. It emerges, then, that each month is associated with a certain verse, and by under-

standing the connection between a month and its corresponding verse, we can gain greater insight into 

the central theme and essential nature of that month. 

 

The configuration associated with the month of Elul, we are taught, is “Heh,” “Heh,” “Vav” and “Yod.” 

This spelling is alluded to in a verse in Sefer Debarim (6:25), “U’sdaka Tiheye Lanu Ki Nishmor La’asot 

Et Kol Ha’misva Ha’zot” – “It will be beneficial for us when we ensure to perform all this law.” The final 

letters of the first four words of this verse – “U’sdaka Tiheye Lanu Ki” – are “Heh,” “Heh,” “Vav” and 

“Yod,” thus alluding to the configuration associated with the month of Elul. It behooves us, then, to un-

derstand the connection between this verse and Elul. 

 

The Ben Ish Hai (Rav Yosef Haim of Baghdad, 1833-1909), in his work Od Yosef Hai, explains that the 

answer to this question is found in the final words of this verse – “Lifneh Hashem Elokenu,” which liter-

ally means, “before Hashem our G-d.” On a deeper level, the Ben Ish Hai writes, this refers to the period 

of Elul, which comes “before Hashem our G-d” – in the weeks preceding the day of Rosh Hashanah, 

when we crown the Almighty as our King. This is the critical time for us when we have the opportunity 

to repent and thereby earn a favorable judgment on Rosh Hashanah. The Ben Ish Hai notes that the 

word “Lanu” in this verse has the same numerical value (86) as the divine Name “Elokim,” which is asso-

ciated with G-d’s attribute of harsh judgment. The phrase “U’sdaka Tiheye Lanu” thus can be read to 

mean that we are able to transform the “Lanu” – the harsh judgment – into “Sedaka,” kindness and gen-

erosity. We do this when we ensure to observe “Ha’misva Ha’zot” (literally, “this law”) before Rosh 

Hashanah. The word “Zot,” the Ben Ish Hai writes, has the numerical value of 408, which is the com-

bined numerical value of the words, “Som” (fasting), “Mammon” (money) and “Kol” (voice). These are the 

terms used by the Kabbalists to refer to the three areas on which we need to focus in order to earn a 

favorable judgment – repentance (fasting), charity (money), and prayer (voice). If we ensure to begin 

this three-pronged process “Lifneh Hashem Elokenu,” in the weeks before Rosh Hashanah, then we can 

transform G-d’s attribute of harsh justice into mercy, compassion and kindness. 

 

Let us, then, not wait until Rosh Hashanah. It is only the “latecomers” who begin their process of intro-

spection and repentance on Rosh Hashanah. We need to start now, with the onset of the month of Elul, 

by attending the Selihot prayers each morning, increasing our charitable donations, and looking into 

ourselves to identify where we need to improve. By starting this process already now, we can help en-

sure that we will earn G-d’s grace and kindness, and will be worthy of a Ketiba Va’hatima Tova, and a 

year filled with happiness, health and prosperity, Amen. 

By Rabbi Eli Mansour 


