
Nahalot for this Week
Jacob Toledano ל”ז 28 Tamuz/ July 22
Salomon Benmaman ל”ז 29 Tamuz/ July 23
Mordechai Amzalag ל”ז 1 Ab/ July 24
David Ohayon ל”ז 4 Ab/ July 27
Elias Benatar ל”ז 5 Ab/ July 28

Nahalot for Next Week
Esther Benatar ל”ז 7 Ab/ July 30
Esther Afriat ל”ז 8 Ab/ July 31
Bella Brodsky ל”ז 9 Ab/ August 1
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םולׁש תבׁש       םיאבה םיכורב
Shabbat Shalom-Welcome to our Synagogue

Shabbat Parashat Matot-Masei
July 22, 2017 - 28 Tamuz 5777

Parasha page 900, Haftara page 1193 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
Shir Hashirim 6:50 pm םירישה ריׁש   
Minha 7:05 pm החנמ  
Kabalat Shabbat 7:20 pm תבׁש תלבק   
Candle Lighting 7:40 pm   תורנ תקלדה
Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 4:55 am  ןיקיתו( א״דיחה תירחׁש(
Netz 5:56 am ץנ
Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:30 am תירחׁש   
Daf Yomi 6:15 pm ימוי ףד    
Rambam shiur 6:55 pm ם”במר
Tehilim 7:40 pm םילהת   
Minha 8:10 pm החנמ  
Shekia 8:52 pm העיקש  
Shabbat Ends 9:43 pm בוט עובׁש   

Weekday Services at Medrash Torah Vehayim
Shaharit Sunday  תירחׁש

Vatikin 5:15 am ןיקיתו    
Makdimin 8:00 am םימידקמ     
Kebuim 9:00 am  םיעובק  

Weekday Tefillot 

Vatikin  5:15 am ןיקיתו
Makdimim 6:45 am  םימידקמ
Kebuim 8:15 am םיעובק 
Minha 7:00 pm החנמ
Arbit 7:30 pm  תיברע

Please note that by popular request, during the summer 
months, we will be having Minha and Arbit at an early 

time only.

Next Ereb Shabbat, Friday July 28, 2017 
Shir Hashirim 6:45 pm (Mincha 7:00 pm)

NAHALOT

Everyone is invited to join us for kiddush after services.

This week’s seudah shelishit is sponsored by Sydney & Hanna 
Ohayon in commemoration of the nahala of Syd’s father, David 
Ohayon ל”ז . 

This week’s seudah shelishit is also sponsored by Max, Esther 
and Mark Benatar in memory of their beloved father, Elias 
Benatar ל”ז .  All are welcome.

SPONSORSHIPS



Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob

Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10:00 am 
(following Shaharit) 
Join Haham Assayag every Sunday morning for a special breakfast 
and open-ended learning session. The topic is The Underlying 
Reasons for the Minhagim. Tefilla begins at 9:00 am. Please contact 
Haham Assayag for more information.

Daf Yomi
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag one 
hour before Minha.

Tuesday Night LIVE With Tomer Malca
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 7:30 pm 
for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.

Night Yeshiva - Wednesdays at 8:00 pm
Attention High School and University boys: Come and  enjoy a 
learning session followed by an intense game of basketball. Every 
Wednesday night beginning at 8:00 pm. Special activities and trips 
take place bi-monthly. For more information, contact Yossi Azulay or 
Isaac Nacson in person.

Life Matters - Thursdays at 9:00 pm  
Join Haham Assayag every Thursday night for a discussion on 
deep and profound insights on life and Torah values. 
Refreshments to be served. For more information, please 
contact Max Benetar in person.

  Kehila Boys’ Mishmar Program - Grades 5-8! 
Boys grades 5-8, come out for a great time and see your friends 
from all schools! Every Wednesday we'll be meeting in the Red 
Room at 7:00 pm for some learning, snacks, and prizes, 
followed by our own basketball league in the gym! For any 
questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please contact 
yosazulay@gmail.com 

Insights on the Torah by Haham Amram Assayag
PARASHAT  MATOT - MASEI - THE NINE DAYS

QUESTION: 
It is forbidden to eat meat during the 9 days.  Is the first day, Rosh Hodesh Av, included in this prohibition? 
ANSWER: 
The Shulchan Aruch – Orah Chayim 551, states simply that there is a custom not to eat meat from Rosh Hodesh until the 
day of the Taanit.  This brought great discussion among the commentators of the Shulchan Aruch on whether he intended 
to include the day of Rosh Hodesh.

Being that the day of Rosh Hodesh is a festive day, one may say that even on Rosh Hodesh Ab, this element of festivity 
should not be lost or, perhaps, one must consider the fact that besides being the first day of Ab, it is also a day of 
mourning for it is the day that “Aharon Hacohen” passed away and therefore meat should not be eaten. 

The custom among the Sephardim in Yerushalyim was always to eat meat on the day of Rosh Hodesh Ab.  However, 
according to the Kabala, it is strictly forbidden to eat meat on that day. 

As far as the custom of the Sephardim in Morocco is concerned, we find them divided according to the various cities.  
However, it is important to note that tradition tells us that the “Ibensurs,” the family of great Hachamim in Morocco, (where 
they arrived after the expulsion), brought their custom from Spain, which was not to eat meat on the day of Rosh Hodesh 
Ab. 

Rebbi Yitzhak Bengualid in his book “Vayomer Yitzhak” states clearly that our custom is not to eat meat on the day of 
Rosh Hodesh Ab. 

We pray to the Almighty that He make these weeks into days of festivity and happiness. 

LAWS and CUSTOMS of the NINE DAYS
• From the beginning of the month of Ab one must diminish all joyful activities.
• Any person having court case with a gentile must try to postpone it until after Tisha Beab.
• It is prohibited to buy items that bring joy to a person or to make preparations for happy celebrations such as weddings

etc., unless these would take place immediately after Tisha Beab.
• It is forbidden to sew new clothes and even to knit.  However, to make alterations is permitted.
• One may not eat meat during the nine days except on Shabat, when it is a Mitzva to do so.
• This prohibition includes poultry, meat, and food twhich was cooked with meat, even when the meat is not going to be

eaten.
• People who are sick, women who have given birth within the last month, pregnant women who are weak, or nursing

mothers who need it, are allowed to eat meat.  (If eating chicken will suffice, they should do so).
• As this is a bad period for the nation, one must be cautious and avoid all situations that are potentially dangerous.

mailto:yosazulay@gmail.com


KEHILA WINS!

On Monday night, the learners of Daf Yomi 
enjoyed a magnificent  barbeque meal in 
celebration of their completion of Masechet Baba 
Batra. The tractate took 176 days to complete. 
A big thank you to Mr. Jimmy Kadoch for 
sponsoring the dinner in honour of everyone. 
The group looks forward to the next challenge of 
completing Masechet Sanhedrin. 

Hazak ubaruch to all of you! 

DAF YOMI SIYUM

TORAH BITES      by Rabbi David Kadoch
     The Ramban asks why Moshe Rabenu gave half of the Tribe of Menashe a portion of land outside of Israel, if it 
was only the tribes of Reuven and Gad that asked for it. He answers that this stems back when Menashe was the 
assistant to his father Yosef in Egypt. Yosef, as we know, was the viceroy of the land and Menashe was the 
"Secretary of State" so to speak. Yosef had commanded his son Menashe to secretly plant his own silver goblet in 
the sack of Binyamin only then to have them reveal the "thievery" in front of everyone. The brothers, sure of their 
innocence vowed to be slaves if it was to be true. Low and behold, the goblet was found with Binyamin and the 
brothers ripped their clothing. Because of this episode, Hashem made it that the land of Menashe should 
be ripped into two; one part in Israel and the other in the Transjordan.
     Many commentators ask on this explanation an obvious question. Menashe was only following his father's 
command to place the goblet in Binyamin's pouch. Yosef knew what he was doing, but Menashe didn't really 
know the secrets behind his action. Our Rabbis answer that we see from here the severity of inflicting any sort of 
pain to our fellow man. Even though Menashe didn't know the history between his uncles and was just following 
his father's orders, his family for generations were punished because of it.
     You often hear people joking around at parties or public functions and often these jokes point fingers at a 
certain subject. More often, the subject at hand is present on hand listening to every word. People think that if I 
poke fun at someone as a joke, or I do something without mal-intent then it's perfectly permitted. Those people 
happen to be perfectly wrong. Dealings between "Ben Adam laHavero" have a much more serious impact on a 
person's actions and future repercussions. One must be vigilant towards such behavior before it can have a direct 
effect, not only on the victim, but to us and our descendants. Half of Menashe was ripped apart from their 
brothers, thrown into a land that wasn't theirs because of one unintentional action by their great-grandfather. Let 
this serve as a lesson for all of us.

Shabbat Shalom! 



If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation, or if you have a change of address or other changes in your family, please 
contact our Administrator, Jennifer Alexandroff at (905) 669-7654 x 253, or email her at jennifer@kehilacentre.com.

Please be advised that the cut-off time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 pm.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.

Weekly Insights by Rabbi Eli Mansour
The Torah in Parashat Maseh briefly mentions the death of Aharon Ha’kohen, noting that he passed away on Rosh Hodesh 
Ab – a day which always falls around the time of the Shabbat when we read Parashat Maseh.

The Mishna in Masechet Abot instructs us to “be among the students of Aharon Ha’kohen, who loved peace, pursued peace, 
loved people, and drew them close to Torah.” Aharon distinguished himself specifically in the area of peaceful relations 
among people. It is therefore appropriate that we read about his passing during this period of year, when we mourn the 
destruction of the Bet Ha’mikdash, which was the result of Sin’at Hinam (hatred among Jews). Aharon represents the 
diametric opposite of Sin’at Hinam, as he pursued peaceful relations with all people, and his example is one which we must 
follow in order to correct the mistake that caused the Jewish Nation’s exile.

However, the Mishna speaks not only of Aharon’s devotion to peace, but also of his efforts to bring his fellow Jews closer to 
Torah observance: “loved people, and drew them close to Torah.” The Mishna uses here the word “Beriyot” (“people”), which 
refers to people on the lowest spiritual levels. The word “Beriya” literally means “creature” – something that was created. A 
“Beriya” is thus a person whose only achievement is the fact that he was created, who has not accomplished anything more 
than simply existing. Aharon truly loved even the Beriyot. He was genuinely devoted to all his fellow Jews, and rather than 
reject or ignore the “Beriyot,” he loved them and worked with them in an effort to inspire them to grow.

This quality, too, is something we must try to emulate as we seek to become worthy of the end of the exile and the rebuilding 
of the Bet Ha’mikdash. The name of this month – “Ab” – is spelled “Alef,” “Bet.” The word “Alef” means “to teach,” and the 
letter “Bet” represents the word “Bina” – wisdom. After a person learns and acquires knowledge, he bears the responsibility of 
sharing his knowledge with other people. This must be one of our goals during this period of mourning – to commit ourselves 
to spreading Hashem’s word and positively influencing our fellow Jews. This is the time to redouble efforts to pursue peace, 
to love all Jews regardless of their religious background, regardless of whether they are more, less, or just as observant as 
we are, and make every effort possible to inspire and uplift other Jews so they will draw closer to Torah.


