
Nahalot for this Week
Sandra Azulay ל”ז 21 Tamuz/ July 15
Estrella Benaim ל”ז 21 Tamuz/ July 15
Sol Frija ל”ז 23 Tamuz/ July 17
David Cohen ל”ז 23 Tamuz/ July 17
Bella Bentolila ל”ז 24 Tamuz/ July 18

Nahalot for next Week
Jacob Toledano ל”ז 28 Tamuz/ July 22
Salomon Benmaman ל”ז 29 Tamuz/ July 23
Mordechai Amzalag ל”ז 1 Ab/ July 24
David Ohayon ל”ז 4 Ab/ July 27
Elias Benetar ל”ז 5 Ab/ July 28
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םולׁש תבׁש       םיאבה םיכורב
Shabbat Shalom-Welcome to our Synagogue

Shabbat Parashat Pinhas
July 15, 2017 - 21 Tamuz 5777

Parasha page 876, Haftara page 1192 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
Shir Hashirim 6:55 pm םירישה ריׁש   
Minha 7:10 pm החנמ  
Kabalat Shabbat 7:25 pm תבׁש תלבק   
Candle Lighting 7:45 pm   תורנ תקלדה
Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 4:45 am  ןיקיתו( א״דיחה תירחׁש(
Netz 5:50 am ץנ
Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:30 am תירחׁש   
Daf Yomi 6:10 pm ימוי ףד    
Rambam shiur 7:00 pm ם”במר
Tehilim 7:40 pm םילהת   
Minha 8:10 pm החנמ  
Shekia 8:57 pm העיקש  
Shabbat Ends 9:50 pm בוט עובׁש   

Weekday Services at Medrash Torah Vehayim
Shaharit Sunday  תירחׁש

Vatikin 5:10 am ןיקיתו    
Makdimin 8:00 am םימידקמ     
Kebuim 9:00 am  םיעובק  

Weekday Tefillot 

Vatikin  5:10 am ןיקיתו
Makdimim 6:45 am  םימידקמ
Kebuim 8:15 am םיעובק 
Minha 7:00 pm החנמ
Arbit 7:30 pm  תיברע

Please note that by popular request, during the summer 
months, we will be having Minha and Arbit at an early 

time only.

Next Ereb Shabbat, Friday July 21, 2017 
Shir Hashirim 6:50 pm (Mincha 7:05 pm)

NAHALOT

This week’s kiddush is sponsored by Abir Yaakob Congregation. 
All are welcome.

This week’s seudah shelishit is sponsored by Rene & Floria 
Amiel in commemoration of the mishmara of her mother, Sol 
Serfaty-DeCohen ז“ל . All are welcome.

SPONSORSHIPS

Our sincere condolences to Saul & Patricia Benadiba on the 
passing of their brother-in-law and brother, Mr. Jacky Benoudiz 
z”l in Spain. May his neshama rest in Gan Eden.

CONDOLENCES

The mishmara for Sol Serfaty-DeCohen ז“ל, mother 
of Flora Amiel will take place on Sunday, July 16 
after Minha. Minha will be at 7:00 pm.

MISHMARA ANNOUNCEMENT

Mazal Tob to Matthew & Cynthia Schlar on the birth of a son. 
Proud grandparents Jacob & Lucie Benchetrit and Allan & 
Sarah Schlar. Proud Great grandmother is Clara Schlar.

MAZAL TOB



Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob

Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10:00 am 
(following Shaharit) 
Join Haham Assayag every Sunday morning for a special breakfast 
and open-ended learning session. The topic is The Underlying 
Reasons for the Minhagim. Tefilla begins at 9:00 am. Please contact 
Haham Assayag for more information.

Daf Yomi
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag one 
hour before Minha.

Tuesday Night LIVE With Tomer Malca
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 7:30 pm 
for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.

Night Yeshiva - Wednesdays at 8:00 pm
Attention High School and University boys: Come and  enjoy a 
learning session followed by an intense game of basketball. Every 
Wednesday night beginning at 8:00 pm. Special activities and trips 
take place bi-monthly. For more information, contact Yossi Azulay or 
Isaac Nacson in person.

Life Matters - Thursdays at 9:00 pm  
Join Haham Assayag every Thursday night for a discussion on 
deep and profound insights on life and Torah values. 
Refreshments to be served. For more information, please 
contact Max Benetar in person.

  Kehila Boys’ Mishmar Program - Grades 5-8! 
Boys grades 5-8, come out for a great time and see your friends 
from all schools! Every Wednesday we'll be meeting in the Red 
Room at 7:00 pm for some learning, snacks, and prizes, 
followed by our own basketball league in the gym! For any 
questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please contact 
yosazulay@gmail.com 

Insights on the Torah by Haham Amram Assayag
PARASHAT PINHAS

SPEAKING & SILENCE 

This week, we read the first Haftara of the Three Weeks “Dibre Yirmiyahu”, The WORDS of Yirmiyahu, thus the topic chosen. 

Shelomo Hamelech praises, in many occasions, the human trait of silence:  HE WHO GUARDS HIS MOUTH AND HIS TONGUE, 
KEEPS HIS SOUL FROM TROUBLE (Mishle). There is nothing that can be as valuable as the silence, an opportunity that when lost 
will never become again available for that instance.

 IF SPEAKING IS SILVER, SILENCE IS GOLD (Rabbi Shelomo Ibn Gabirol).  Speaking prior to giving much thought is perhaps 
the source of all human relationship breakdown.

I NEVER REGRETTED THAT WHICH I DID NOT SAY, HOWEVER MANY TIMES I HAD TO REGRET THAT WHICH I 
SAID (Rabbi Abraham Halevi Ibn Hasdai). Many a society has been divided, dismantled or even totally disappeared, solely by the 
lack of silence of some of its components. 

IF HE WHO DOES NOT KNOW WOULD REMAIN SILENT, STRIFE WOULD NO LONGER EXIST (Rabbi Honin Ibn As’hak). 
It is those that claim to know that which they really don’t, cause all the arguments.  If they only knew the damage they cause and 
what they actually lose. 

IT IS BETTER TO REMAIN SILENT AND TO BE CONSIDERED WISE, THAN TO SPEAK AND TO BE KNOWN AS A FOOL 
(Peninim). In other words,  THE MORE ONE’S WISDOM GROWS, THE MORE ONE’S SPEAKING DIMINISHES (Medrash). 

One may think that silence is good for those who speak unproductively.  However, at times, even he who has something worthy to 
tell, should chose silence. 

THE WAY OF THE WORLD IS THAT THE ONE WHO SPEAKS DOES NOT ACT AND THE ONE THAT ACTS DOES NOT 
SPEAK (Rabbi David Abudarham). It is always better to do good without telling anyone – people will recognize your actions. 

Finally, the benefits of silence are many, among them: NOBODY THINKS MORE THAN THE DEAF (Medrash). Free of listening 
to human babbling, his mind is clear and undisturbed, transforming itself into a well of thought. 

mailto:yosazulay@gmail.com


TORAH BITES by Rabbi David Kadoch
In this week's Parasha, we learn about the case of the Daughters of Tzelophchad. They approached Moshe in a request for 
inheritance of a piece of Eretz Yisrael given that their father had died and had no sons to inherit him. Moshe chose to relay 
their question to God and have Him give the final, former decision. As a result, Hashem ruled they do have rights to the land, 
and it's from this Parasha that we learn the laws of inheritance when it comes to a Jew's estate.

Many reasons have been given as to why Moshe chose to "let God decide" on this one. Rashi believes it's due to Moshe's 
lack of humility when he informed the people that "any difficult case that arises, should be brought forth to me" (see Devarim). 
He brings a second opinion based on a Midrash that since the Daughters of Tzelophchad were so righteous and loved the 
land of Israel so much, they deserved that this passage be taught in their name directly from God.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe has a beautiful insight as to why Moshe had to give this judgment call to Hashem. When the 
daughters approached Moshe with their claim, it was supported with the fact that "our father was not part of Korah's rebellion 
who banded against God, but rather he died of his own sin." In essence, they were saying that if he had been a part of 
Korah's cohorts, he wouldn't be privy of a piece of Eretz Yisrael, but since he wasn't, and died of a different sin, the land 
apportioned to him should remain in his family. 

The moment the proof of Korah was used, Moshe now needed to be excluded in the decision making process because there 
was a slight bias involved. The Lubavitcher Rebbe learns from here how careful we must be when making decisions in order 
that our biases don't intrude the logical process of decision making. The story of Korah took place 39 years prior to this 
episode of Benot Tzelophchad. One would assume, that it would have no effect in Moshe's decision making. Yet, Moshe felt 
this was grounds to push the case over to the One who is immune to bias - The Holy One Blessed is He.

Shabbat Shalom

In the opening Pesukim of Parashat Pinhas we read of the reward G-d 

promises to Pinhas for his heroic act that saved Beneh Yisrael. As we 

read at the end of last week’s Parasha, the nation of Moab lured Beneh 

Yisrael to sins of immorality and idol worship, and in response G-d 

unleashed a devastating plague that killed 24,000 people. The plague 

came to an end only when Pinhas, the grandson of Aharon Ha’kohen, 

arose and killed Zimri – the tribal leader of Shimon – and Kozbi – a 

princess of Midyan – who were committing a public sinful act. G-d 

proclaims that because of Pinhas’ courage, “Lo Chiliti Et Beneh Yisrael 

Be’kin’ati” – “I did not annihilate the Children of Israel in My rage.” Were 

it not for Pinhas, it seems, the nation would have been destroyed.

We might have assumed, then, that the people reacted by congratulating 

Pinhas and hailing him as a hero, who saved them from annihilation. 

Surprisingly, however, the Sages teach us that the precise opposite 

occurred. The people actually protested Pinhas’ act, loudly condemning 

his violence perpetrated against a prominent leader. “What right does he 

have to kill the leader of Shimon!” they cried. They accused him of killing 

for ulterior motives, of acting violently without any reasonable 

justification. G-d therefore had to speak to Moshe to make it clear that 

Pinhas acted appropriately under the circumstances, and even saved 

the people from destruction.

Hazal here give us an important insight into human nature. We don’t like 

to be criticized, and so when we are criticized, we turn around the send it 

back to the speaker. Rather than come to terms with the fact 

that we are wrong, we insist that it is the one criticizing who 

acted wrongly.

It is far easier for a Rabbi to tell his congregation that they are 

perfect, that there are no problems, that nothing they do is 

wrong, and that there’s nothing they need to do differently. A 

Rabbi would feel much more comfortable giving these kinds of 

speeches all the time, without ever having to criticize. But if he 

did this, he would be failing to do his job. Obviously, Pinhas’ 

violent act was the exception rather than the rule, but it shows 

that every so often a leader must take a difficult, unpopular 

stand in defense of truth. And as in the case of Pinhas, he can 

anticipate angry reactions and accusations. But it has to be 

done.

We have to allow our leaders to do their job, and avoid the 

tendency to instinctively reject and resent criticism. It is not easy 

for Rabbis to get up and say the unpopular thing, but every now 

and then, this is what the job requires. In order for us to grow 

and improve, we need to be told when things aren’t quite right. 

And therefore we only help ourselves by being open to and 

embracing criticism, rather than instinctively rejecting it.

WEEKLY PARASHA INSIGHTS by RABBI ELI MANSOUR



If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation, or if you have a change of address or other changes in your family, please 
contact our Administrator, Jennifer Alexandroff at (905) 669-7654 x 253, or email her at jennifer@kehilacentre.com.

Please be advised that the cut-off time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 pm.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.




