
Nahalot for this Week
Simha Levy ל”ז 15 Tamuz/ July 9
Leon Benoliel ל”ז 16 Tamuz/ July 10
Esmerelda Aquinin ל”ז 16 Tamuz/ July 10
Messod Azoulay ל”ז 17 Tamuz/ July 11

Nahalot for Next Week
Sandra Azulay ל”ז 21 Tamuz/ July 15
Estrella Benaim ל”ז 21 Tamuz/ July 15
Sol Frija ל”ז 23 Tamuz/ July 17
David Cohen ל”ז 23 Tamuz/ July 17
Bella Bentolila ל”ז 24 Tamuz/ July 18
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םולׁש תבׁש       םיאבה םיכורב
Shabbat Shalom-Welcome to our Synagogue

Shabbat Parashat Balak
July 8, 2017 - 14 Tamuz 5777

Parasha page 856, Haftara page 1189 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
Shir Hashirim 6:55 pm םירישה ריׁש   
Minha 7:10 pm החנמ  
Kabalat Shabbat 7:25 pm תבׁש תלבק   
Candle Lighting 7:45 pm   תורנ תקלדה
Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 4:45 am  ןיקיתו( א״דיחה תירחׁש(
Netz 5:45 am ץנ
Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:30 am תירחׁש   
Daf Yomi 6:15 pm ימוי ףד    
Rambam shiur 7:05 pm ם”במר
Tehilim 7:50 pm םילהת   
Minha 8:20 pm החנמ  
Shekia 9:01 pm העיקש  
Shabbat Ends 9:55 pm בוט עובׁש   

Weekday Services at Medrash Torah Vehayim
Shaharit Sunday  תירחׁש

Vatikin 5:05 am ןיקיתו    
Makdimin 8:00 am םימידקמ     
Kebuim 9:00 am  םיעובק  

Weekday Tefillot 

Vatikin  5:05 am ןיקיתו
Makdimim 6:45 am  םימידקמ
Kebuim 8:15 am םיעובק 
Minha 7:00 pm החנמ
Arbit 7:30 pm  תיברע

Please note that by popular request, during the summer 
months, we will be having Minha and Arbit at an early 

time only.

Next Ereb Shabbat, Friday July 14, 2017 
Shir Hashirim 6:55 pm (Mincha 7:10 pm)

NAHALOT

This week’s kiddush is sponsored by Abir Yaakob Congregation. 
All are welcome.

This week’s seudah shelishit is sponsored by:
• Joe & Esther Azoulay in commemoration of the nahala

of Joe’s father, Messod Azoulay ל”ז . 
• The Benoliel Family in commemoration of the nahala of

Joey’s father, Leon Benoliel ל”ז .

All are welcome.

SPONSORSHIPS

The schedule for July 11, the 17th of Tamuz, is as follows:

Fast Begins 4:30 am
Shaharit 5:05 am, 6:45 am, 8:15 am
Minha 8:30 pm
Arbit 9:30 pm
Fast Ends 9:50 pm

FAST of 17 of TAMUZ

Please note that Jennifer will be on vacation all next 
week (July 10 - July 14). She will be checking email 
twice a day while away, but will not have access to 
voicemail. 

VACATION NOTICE



Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob

Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10:00 am 
(following Shaharit) 
Join Haham Assayag every Sunday morning for a special breakfast 
and open-ended learning session. The topic is The Underlying 
Reasons for the Minhagim. Tefilla begins at 9:00 am. Please contact 
Haham Assayag for more information.

Daf Yomi
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag one 
hour before Minha.

Tuesday Night LIVE With Tomer Malca
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 7:30 pm 
for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.

Night Yeshiva - Wednesdays at 8:00 pm
Attention High School and University boys: Come and  enjoy a 
learning session followed by an intense game of basketball. Every 
Wednesday night beginning at 8:00 pm. Special activities and trips 
take place bi-monthly. For more information, contact Yossi Azulay or 
Isaac Nacson in person.

Life Matters - Thursdays at 9:00 pm  
Join Haham Assayag every Thursday night for a discussion on 
deep and profound insights on life and Torah values. 
Refreshments to be served. For more information, please 
contact Max Benetar in person.

  Kehila Boys’ Mishmar Program - Grades 5-8! 
Boys grades 5-8, come out for a great time and see your friends 
from all schools! Every Wednesday we'll be meeting in the Red 
Room at 7:00 pm for some learning, snacks, and prizes, 
followed by our own basketball league in the gym! For any 
questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please contact 
yosazulay@gmail.com 

Account statements were mailed out several weeks ago, and as 
the High Holidays are approaching, accounts need to be brought 
up to date as soon as possible. Should you have any questions 
about your statement or your account, please contact the office 
at 905-669-7654, or email jennifer@kehilacentre.com.
We thank you in advance for your attention to this important 
matter.

MEMBER UPDATE

QUESTION:  
For what reasons do we fast on “Shib’a ‘asar Betammuz? (17th of Tammuz). 

ANSWER:    
Five terrible events occurred to the nation through history on this date: 

1. While Moshe away for 40 days and nights on Har Sinai receiving the Tablets of the Law, the Jewish nation sinned with the golden
calf, and it was on the 17th of Tammuz that Moshe Rabanu descended from Har Sinai. Upon seeing the idol, Moshe cast the
Tablets to the ground and broke them.

2. During the first Temple, before its destruction, the enemies penetrated into the City of Yerushalayim on the 9 of Tammuz.  The
Cohanim maintained the services in the Beth Hamikdash up to the 7th. of Ab.  However, they only had enough animals for the
Korbanot to last until the 13th day of Tammuz. They bribed the soldiers for 3 more days and for the first time, the Korbanot in the
Beth Hamikdash stopped on the 17th of Tammuz.

3. At the time of the destruction of the second Temple, the enemy entered Yerushalayim on the 17th day of Tammuz and the Temple
was destroyed on Tish’a Beab.

4. The Roman general Apostamus took the sepharim on the 17th of Tammuz, tore them and burned them.

5. On the day of Shib’a‘asar Betammuz, an idol of ‘aboda zara was placed in the holy Beth Hamikdash.

Due to these events, we fast on Shib’a’ asar Betammuz, praying to the Almighty that He put an end to our nation’s suffering and that 
He speedily transform this day into one of joy and happiness.

CUSTOMS OF THE THREE WEEKS 
Beginning with the Taanit of the 17th of Tamuz, a period of 3 weeks of national mourning is observed in commemoration of the 
destruction of both Temples.  During this time, there are certain activities that are forbidden as a sign of mourning: 

1. WEDDINGS:
The Shulchan Aruch brings down the Halacha for the Sephardim, stating that marriage is forbidden only during the 9 days. The
Ashkenazim note in the Shulchan Aruch that weddings are forbidden for them for the full three weeks. Many Sephardic
communities, such as those in Yerushalayim, are accustomed to follow the ruling of Rebbi Yoseph Karo, and do get married up
until the nine days.  For some other reason, some communities such as ours follow the halacha of the Ashkenazim in this case.

2. ENGAGEMENTS:
Engagements may take place even during the nine as long as no festivity is held.

3. BAR-MITZVA:
The youngster upon reaching his 13th birthday must wear Tefilin and one is not allowed to postpone it. It would be certainly
permitted to make a Seudat Mitzva on Shabat.

4. MUSIC:
It is prohibited to listen to music during the three weeks, especially live music.

5. SHEHEHEYANU:
During the three weeks, one does not eat new fruits, nor does one wear new clothes. This would be permitted only for very special
circumstances on Shabat, excluding Shabat Echa.

INSIGHTS ON THE TORAH by HAHAM AMRAM ASSAYAG

mailto:yosazulay@gmail.com


TORAH BITES by Rabbi David Kadoch
In honour of the great sage Rabbi Hayim Ben Attar (Ohr HaHayim HaKadosh)’s Hilula, I present you with some words of Torah taken 
from his commentary on this week's Parasha. 

 )ו :דכ (:ִםיָמ יֵלֲע םיִזָרֲאַּכ הָוֹהְי עַטָנ םיִלָהֲאַּכ רָהָנ יֵלֲע תֹּנַגְּכ ּויָּטִנ םיִלָחְנִּכ
They extend like streams, like gardens by the river, like aloes which the Lord planted, like cedars by the water. (24:6)

On the aforementioned pasuk he explains that Bilaam refers to four different types of righteous people among the Jewish nation. The 
first and highest category consists of people who travel distances to disseminate Torah. This is referred to in the pasuk as “extending 
like streams” because they travel abroad rather than stay put. The Ohr HaHayim says that Shemuel HaNavi exemplified this trait. 
The second level of righteousness consists of people who made the Bet Hamid ash (or nowadays, the Bet Midrash) the headquarters of 
Torah study and spreading spirituality. They are no different than the first group other than the fact that they remain in one place rather 
than journey. This is referred to in the pasuk “like gardens by the river” for anyone who wishes can come and take what the garden has 
to offer. 
The third category of righteous people are those who study Torah for their own sake. These people study but don't teach; thus they differ 
from group number two. They are compared to “aloes which Hashem planted.” They don't involve themselves in the growth community 
and are compared to Yaakov who “planted” himself in the tent. The older these plants become the more roots they develop (their souls 
become more deeply rooted in Torah values). 
Finally, the fourth category are those who do not disseminate Torah, they don't study Torah, but they do provide financial backing for 
those who study. They earn the necessary money to support themselves and the people studying God's holy Torah. These righteous 
individuals are compared to “cedars by the water”; men of physical and spiritual stature (like the cedar) however they also don't bear fruit 
(like the cedar). These individuals are able to endure because they are “by the water.” Water is a simile for the Torah which stands by 
people who study it and it is also a physical necessity in life. People who provide financial assistance and allow others to study Torah 
comfortably share FULLY in the rewards of these Torah scholars. All in all, the entire Jewish Nation is rooted in righteousness and 
sanctity. 

This was the blessing Bilaam spoke of the Jewish people. 

Shabbat Shalom. 

Among the blessings proclaimed by Bilam in Parashat Balak is one of 
the most famous verses in the entire Torah – “Ma Tobu Ohalecha 
Yaakob, Mishkenotecha Yisrael” – “How good are your tents, Yaakob, 
and your residences, Yisrael!” (24:5). This blessing is so significant that 
it is customary in our community to sing this verse as we accompany a 
bride and groom to the Hupa. Ironically, a blessing uttered by Bilam, a 
vicious foe of Am Yisrael, became the words sung at the most significant 
and auspicious moments of Jewish life.

The Gemara teaches that nearly all of Bilam’s blessings were fulfilled 
also in the reverse. The blessings themselves materialized, but in 
addition, there were occasions when the converse of every blessing was 
realized, when we suffered calamities that were the direct opposites of 
the blessings conferred upon us by Bilam. The one exception, the 
Gemara says, is this verse - “Ma Tobu Ohalecha Yaakob, 
Mishkenotecha Yisrael.” As opposed to all of Bilam’s other blessings, 
this one never reverted into a curse.

The Ketab Sofer (Rabbi Abraham Shemuel Binyamin Sofer of 
Pressburg, 1815-1871) suggested a fascinating, though sobering, 
explanation of the Gemara’s comment. He explained that this blessing 
was never turned into a curse for the simple reason that it did not have 
to – it is already, in a certain sense, a curse!

The Sages interpreted this Beracha as referring to our religious 
institutions, mainly our synagogues. While synagogues are certainly a 
great blessing, Bilam speaks here of an overabundance of synagogues, 
the scattering and distillation of Jewish communities into countless little 
“subcommunities.” The Ketab Sofer lamented the situation he witnessed 

in his city, where there were dozens of small little synagogues, 
rather than one or several large, centralized congregations. He 
perceptively noted that the plethora of synagogues resulted 
from infighting and quibbling, from the townspeople’s inability to 
get along with one another. First a group breaks off from the 
major synagogue because they disapprove of the Hazan, and 
they establish a new congregation with their own Hazan. Then a 
group of people decide that they do not like the new 
congregation’s Rabbi, so they start their own synagogue. Then 
people disagree over the Minyan schedule, the protocols, the 
décor, or whatever else, and before they realize it, one 
synagogue has divided and subdivided itself into dozens of 
small congregations.

In this sense, Bilam’s blessing is actually a curse. He wasn’t 
blessing us with spiritual success; he was wishing us disunity 
and conflicts that would result in a plethora of “dwelling places” 
and “residences,” in many different institutions that resent and 
look disdainfully upon one another.

Although our community can legitimately take pride in our unity 
and cooperation, there is plenty of room for improvement in this 
regard. We must work together as one community – 
notwithstanding the many differences that exist among its 
different segments – rather than forming different factions and 
parties. This will help ensure that “Ma Tobu Ohalecha Yaakob, 
Mishkenotecha Yisrael” remains a blessing and not a curse, that 
our religious institutions will be a source of Beracha that bring 
us all closer to Hashem, rather than a focal point of strife and 
contention.

WEEKLY PARASHA INSIGHTS by RABBI ELI MANSOUR



If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation, or if you have a change of address or other changes in your family, please 
contact our Administrator, Jennifer Alexandroff at (905) 669-7654 x 253, or email her at jennifer@kehilacentre.com.

Please be advised that the cut-off time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 pm.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.

Old adversaries return to plague the Jewish people. Bilaam, according to midrash, was one of the 
advisors to the Egyptian Pharaoh. He was the one that advocated the enslavement and eventual 
destruction of the Jews in Egypt. His plan was thwarted by the intervention of Heaven. Nevertheless, a 
substantial number of Jews were destroyed in the centuries of Egyptian bondage and slavery.
 
One would have thought that Bilaam would have taken the hint and relented in his efforts to destroy 
Israel. But as this week's Torah reading amply illustrates, he once again intensifies his hatred against 
the Jewish nation. But now he intends to kill them with kindness. He showers them with compliments 
and noble rhetoric. He wishes to lull them into believing that he is really their friend and admirer. 
 
The Jewish people, like all people, are moved by flattery and compliments. Everyone wants to hear 
others say nice things about them. In Yiddish there is a famous folk-saying that no one ever received a 
slap for flattering someone else. Therefore, it is no wonder that the flattering words of Bilaam are 
remembered and treasured by the Jewish people even until today.
 
We have ignored the sinister hateful message that lay behind these words and merely bask in the nice 
things that he said about us. But the truth is that thousands of Jews died in the desert because of him 
and the advice that he rendered to Balak, the Moabites and Midianites. Bilaam was truly a bitter 
enemy.
 
What I have always found difficult to understand is the motivation behind the hatred of Bilaam for the 
Jewish people. After all, he is a man of great intelligence and gifted with prophetic qualities. The rabbis 
of the Talmud even allowed him to be equated with our great teacher Moshe in certain of his qualities. 
He is a man of academia and of the cloth. He has wealth and honour, position and power. So why 
squander all of this on an irrational hatred of the people that have done him no harm and have not 
threatened him in any way?
 
This question is not restricted to the ancient Bilaam found in the Torah reading of this week. It is just 
as valid a question in our time, as to the attitude of certain members of academia and religious 
leadership. Their preoccupation with demonizing the State of Israel particularly and the Jewish people 
generally is baffling to any thoughtful observer of current events.
 
The only conclusion that can be drawn is that such hatred is beyond logical explanation and rationale 
argument. Bilaam serves as a prototype for much of what we see and experience in our own time. On 
the surface, most of our enemies decry anti-Semitism and claim to be only friendly critics, with our 
welfare and benefit in mind. They are full of unsolicited advice and remain almost willfully blind to the 
realities of the situation in which we find ourselves and must operate within. Again, Bilaam is our most 
insidious and consistent enemy.

The Weekly Parasha by Rabbi Berel Wein - Parashat Balak


