
Nahalot for this Week
Mercedes Delmar ל”ז  7 Tamuz/ July 1
Esther Cohen Assayag ל”ז     7 Tamuz/ July 1
Shlomo Dadoun ל”ז 7 Tamuz/ July 1
Isaac Oziel ל”ז 10 Tamuz/ July 4
Salomon Ponte ל”ז 12 Tamuz/ July 6
David Ohana ל”ז 12 Tamuz/ July 6
Reuben Benhaim ל”ז 13 Tamuz/ July 7

Nahalot for Next Week
Simha Levy ל”ז 15 Tamuz/ July 9
Leon Benoliel ל”ז 16 Tamuz/ July 10
Esmerelda Aquinin ל”ז 16 Tamuz/ July 10
Messod Azoulay ל”ז 17 Tamuz/ July 11
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םולׁש תבׁש       םיאבה םיכורב
Shabbat Shalom-Welcome to our Synagogue

Shabbat Parashat Hukat
July 1, 2017 - 7 Tamuz 5777

Parasha page 838, Haftara page 1187 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
Shir Hashirim 6:55 pm םירישה ריׁש   
Minha 7:10 pm החנמ  
Kabalat Shabbat 7:25 pm תבׁש תלבק   
Candle Lighting 7:45 pm   תורנ תקלדה
Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 4:40 am  ןיקיתו( א״דיחה תירחׁש(
Netz 5:40 am ץנ
Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:30 am תירחׁש   
Daf Yomi 6:15 pm ימוי ףד    
Rambam shiur 7:05 pm ם”במר
Tehilim 7:50 pm םילהת   
Minha 8:20 pm החנמ  
Shekia 9:04 pm העיקש  
Shabbat Ends 9:58 pm בוט עובׁש   

Weekday Services at Medrash Torah Vehayim
Shaharit Sunday  תירחׁש

Vatikin 5:00 am ןיקיתו    
Makdimin 8:00 am םימידקמ     
Kebuim 9:00 am  םיעובק  

Weekday Tefillot 

Vatikin  5:00 am ןיקיתו
Makdimim 6:45 am  םימידקמ
Kebuim 8:15 am םיעובק 
Minha 7:00 pm החנמ
Arbit 7:30 pm  תיברע

Please note that by popular request, during the summer 
months, we will be having Minha and Arbit at an early 

time only.

Next Ereb Shabbat, Friday July 7, 2017 
Shir Hashirim 6:55 pm (Mincha 7:10 pm)

NAHALOT

This week’s kiddush is sponsored by Abir Yaakob Congregation. 
All are welcome.

This week’s seudah shelishit is sponsored by Abir Yaakob 
Congregation. All are welcome.

SPONSORSHIPS

Mazal Tob to Rabbi David & Joyce Kadoch on the birth of a boy! 
Proud grandparents are Marc & Judy Kadoch and Kathryn 
Edery. Proud great grandparents are Menasse & Biba 
Benzaquen and Enna Kadoch.

Mazal Tob to Robert & Vivian Benmergui  and David & Leah 
Bennett on the birth of a granddaughter, born to Yaakob & 
Esther Bracha Benmergui. Proud great grandparents are Judith 
Kay, Edward & Gilda Bennett, and Rena Edery.

MAZAL TOB

The office will be closed on Monday, July 3 for the 
statutory holiday and will re-open on Tuesday 
July 4 at 9:00 am.



Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob

Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10:00 am 
(following Shaharit) 
Join Haham Assayag every Sunday morning for a special breakfast 
and open-ended learning session. The topic is The Underlying 
Reasons for the Minhagim. Tefilla begins at 9:00 am. Please contact 
Haham Assayag for more information.

Daf Yomi
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Haham Assayag one 
hour before Minha.

Tuesday Night LIVE With Tomer Malca
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 7:30 pm 
for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.

Night Yeshiva - Wednesdays at 8:00 pm
Attention High School and University boys: Come and  enjoy a 
learning session followed by an intense game of basketball. Every 
Wednesday night beginning at 8:00 pm. Special activities and trips 
take place bi-monthly. For more information, contact Yossi Azulay or 
Isaac Nacson in person.

Life Matters - Thursdays at 9:00 pm  
Join Haham Assayag every Thursday night for a discussion on 
deep and profound insights on life and Torah values. 
Refreshments to be served. For more information, please 
contact Max Benetar in person.

  Kehila Boys’ Mishmar Program - Grades 5-8! 
Boys grades 5-8, come out for a great time and see your friends 
from all schools! Every Wednesday we'll be meeting in the Red 
Room at 7:00 pm for some learning, snacks, and prizes, 
followed by our own basketball league in the gym! For any 
questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please contact 
yosazulay@gmail.com 

Account statements were mailed out 2 weeks ago, and as the 
High Holidays are approaching, we are requesting that accounts 
be brought up to date as soon as possible. Should you have any 
questions about your statement or your account, please contact 
the office at 905-669-7654, or email jennifer@kehilacentre.com.
We thank you in advance for your attention to this important 
matter.

MEMBER UPDATE

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES
Raphael Igelman

Jonah Farajun
Michali Kachani

Liel Kalgal
Julia Kholodenko

Ora Lacob
Jordan Levy
Noah Loeb

Joshua Mamann
Raphael Moyal

Naomi Bracha Riaboy
Rebeka Rolbin

Yaakov Rothenberg
Josh Serruya

Rebeca Solomonov
Eric Samuel Volgyi

Eleanor Yakobi

HIGH SCHOOL
Armando Abitbol

Layla Amiel
Yoel Azuelos

Yaakob Bendayan
Lee Benchetrit

Gabrielle Benetar
Rachelle Boussidan

Aaron Dahan
Esther Benlezrah
Yaacov Elmaleh

Avraham Jonathan Mamane
David Ohayon
David Reboh
Sam Serruya

Rebecca Shemesh
Esther Toby

UNIVERSITY
Arielle Abtan
Iany Beniluz

Sarah Mishan

The 20th Maccabiah Games (the “Jewish Olympics”) will take place in Israel from July 4 -18.  We would like to congratulate 
the following members of our community who have been selected to represent Canada.

* Yaakob Bendayan  (Basketball)   * Daniel Cohen (Basketball)
* Aaron Dahan (Baseball)   * Orital Saban (Athletic Therapist)

May you be matzliah!

MACCABIAH GAMES 2017

KINDERGARTEN / 
PRE-GRADE 1

Yael Azoulay
Enna Azulay

Yisrael Elmaleh
Yael Naomi Essebag
Mordechai Kadoch
Matthew Keslassy

Flora Shemtob

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Haim Assor
Eli Azulay

Daliah Beldeb
Albert Benlezrah

Chaya Naomi Bitton
Moshe Aryeh Boehm

Lior Cabessa
Emily Cohen
Esther Cohen
Ethan Cohen

Shani Davidov

mailto:yosazulay@gmail.com


TORAH BITES by Rabbi David Kadoch
הרותה תקוח תאז  - This is the statute of the Torah

In one of his most famous commentaries throughout Humash, Rashi opens this week's Parasha explaining the mitzvah of the Red Heifer 
(Para Aduma). He states that the Satan (evil inclination) and the nations of the world will taunt Israel, saying "What is this command and 
what reason is there for it?" Therefore the Torah uses the term "chukah" implying: It is an enactment from God and you have no right to 
criticize it.

Through dissecting this explanation, we see that Rashi uses a double expression for his question and follows it with two answers. Let's 
look:
Question 1: What is this command? Question 2: What reason is there for it?
Answer 1: It is an enactment from God Answer 2: You have no right to criticize it.

Why is this so? Couldn't Rashi have addressed the point through one simple question and answer without the need to expand? I read an 
answer written by a Hasidic Rav who lived in 19th century Ukraine, and says that this commentary is actually teaching us a fundamental life 
lesson. He writes that the evil inclination will interfere twice with a Jew's performance of a mitzvah; before the mitzvah and after he has 
performed it. When a Jew wishes to fulfill a commandment, the evil inclination tells him: "What is this mitzvah? What is it worth to you? 
There are much more greater opportunities to serve God!" To which we answer him, "It is an enactment from God. This is his 
commandment and therefore it is THIS command that I wish to perform.”

Following the mitzvah, the yetzer hara will ask "And what reason was there for you to do this? Did you gain anything from it?" To these 
questions we respond: "You have no right to criticize it." We say this so that no feelings of haughtiness enter our body and soul after the 
performance of the command because it is for that reason we were created.

This idea is echoed in the recital of the second blessing following the nightly reading of Shema Yisrael; the blessing of Hashkivenu. In this 
blessing we ask Hashem to remove the Satan ונירחאמו ונינפלמ  (from in front of us and after us). In other words, we ask the Master of the 
Universe to free ourselves from the chains of the yetzer hara, both before the performance of the mitzvah and after its completion. This is 
the הרותה תקח ; this is the rule of the Torah. Rashi, through his incredible wisdom, hinted to us this life lesson through his explanation of this 
commandment. It's hard, but sometimes we just need to read between the lines.

Shabbat Shalom.

Parashat Hukat tells one of the most perplexing stories in the Humash – the 
story of Meh Meriba, when Moshe Rabbenu struck a rock in order to produce 
water for the people. G-d reacted angrily to what Moshe did, and decreed 
that he would die in the wilderness and not cross into the Land of Israel 
together with the rest of Am Yisrael. Numerous different interpretations have 
been offered to explain the precise nature of Moshe’s sin, and why he was 
punished so severely.

There is one answer that has been suggested which presents us with a very 
important lesson. When Moshe assembled the people by the rock, he spoke 
to them indignantly, shouting, “Listen, O rebellious ones!” (20:10). This was 
an inappropriate insult which the people did not deserve. Our Sages teach 
us that if we ever see a righteous person sin, we must realize that he 
immediately acknowledges his wrongdoing and repents. Undoubtedly, then, 
Moshe Rabbenu, one of the greatest Sadikim who ever lived, repented 
immediately after making this inappropriate remark to Beneh Yisrael. He 
recognized that he had spoken improperly, and regretted this mistake. This 
sin disturbed him to the point where he could not bring himself to fulfill G-d’s 
command to speak to the rock to produce water. After having sinned with his 
mouth, Moshe assumed that his mouth was now tainted and thus incapable 
of producing water. And so he lifted his staff and struck the rock, instead.

Moshe’s mistake was that he did not, for that brief moment, trust in the 
power of repentance. We must all believe with firm conviction that once we 
regret our mistake and sincerely resolve never to repeat it, G-d accepts our 
repentance. One of the most dangerous weapons in the Satan’s arsenal is 
the notion that we are too sinful to repent, that we are permanently tainted, 
or that G-d despises us because of our sins. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. Any parent can attest to the fact that he or she continues to love, 
cherish and care for the child no matter how many times the child 
misbehaves. We are all G-d’s children, and so certainly after we sincerely 

repent, G-d welcomes us back with open arms and loves us just as 
He did before. Teshuba, as the Rambam writes, has the ability to 
change a person’s status, from being repulsed by G-d to being 
beloved by G-d. The Satan wants us to believe that our repentance 
is useless, so that we will continue acting wrongly. We must 
constantly reinforce our belief in the power of repentance, in G-d’s 
loving mercy and compassion, and realize that we are always able 
and encouraged to repent.

And so G-d responds to Moshe’s act by saying that he failed to 
“believe” – “Ya’an Lo He’emantem Bi,” and that he failed “to sanctify 
Me in the eyes of the Children of Israel” (20:12). By momentarily 
losing faith in the power of Teshuba, Moshe conveyed the 
dangerous, mistaken message that Teshuba does not always work. 
And for this he was punished.

Too often, the heavy weight of our baggage from our past hinders 
us from advancing and moving forward. The story of Meh Meriba 
should remind us that Teshuba is always an option, and an option 
we must pursue. If we ever feel that G-d despises us and is no 
longer interested in us, we must immediately recognize these 
thoughts as the Satan’s clever scheme to ensnare us in the trap of 
despair.

King David famously exhorts in Tehillim, “Sur Me’ra Va’aseh Tob” – 
“Turn away from evil and do goodness.” This has been explained to 
mean that we must turn away from the thought that we are evil, and 
instead convince ourselves of our innate goodness and potential for 
greatness. This is the mindset we are to have, regardless of the 
mistakes we have made, trusting in our ability to change and in 

G-d’s infinite mercy and compassion.

WEEKLY PARASHA INSIGHTS by RABBI ELI MANSOUR



Insights on the Torah by Haham Amram Assayag
PARASHAT HUKAT

In this parasha, Hashem describes the laws of “Para Aduma” the red heifer, which was to be brought to the Bet 
Hamikdash. This cow should not have had any blemishes and never have had a yoke upon it.  The cow was to 
be taken out of the camp and slaughtered in presence of Elazar Hakohen, who would take the blood from it and 
sprinkle it seven times towards the Tent of Meeting. The cow was to be burnt entirely. The fire was to be made 
of cedar wood, hyssop and scarlet wood.  The Kohen, and the one who burnt the cow, would be impure until 
that evening and would have to wash their clothes and bathe before entering the camp.  A man who was pure 
would gather the ashes of the cow, which were to remain in order to be part of the composition of the water of 
purification, but he also became impure.  These ashes mixed with living water, would be used to purify whoever 
came in contact with the remains of a dead person, either by touching the body or by being under the same 
roof. The person, who was impure for seven days, would be sprinkled with these waters on the third day and 
seventh day of his impurity.  The person who sprinkled the impure person, would himself become impure until 
the evening.  These statutes to purify the impure, however, included the fact that no one was to purify himself. If 
he did, he would be cut off from the midst of his people. 

Upon arrival of the children of Israel to the wilderness of Sin, Miriam died and was buried there.  The nation 
found itself without water and again complained to Moshe for having brought them to the desert to kill them and 
their flocks.  Moshe began to pray to Hashem, who appeared to him and asked him to gather the congregation, 
and to take the staff and speak to the rock before their eyes.  Moshe called the people, but instead of speaking 
to the rock, he hit it twice. It is then that Hashem informed him, that due to the fact that He was not sanctified 
before the nation, Moshe would not bring the nation into the Holy Land. 

This event became known as “Me Meriba”, the waters of strife. Moshe sends messengers to the King of Edam,
relating to him all that the nation suffered in Egypt, and how Hashem listened to their prayers and redeemed 
them. Now, they have traveled up to Kadesh and they would like permission to go through his land, assuring 
him that they would not trespass any fields or vineyards, neither will they drink the water of their wells. 
Nevertheless, Edam refused, threatening, and actually going out with his army, to attack Israel, if they 
approached their territory.  The Jewish nation turned away from Edam. The nation traveled to Mount Hor, where 
Hashem appeared, and requested that Moshe, Aharon and his son Elazar go up to the mountain, for Aharon 
was to die there. Moshe would have to divest him of his priestly clothes and put them on Elazar, his successor.  
Moshe did as Hashem ordered and Aharon passed away on Mount Hor. He was mourned for thirty days by the 
entire house of Israel.  

When the King of Arad heard that the Children of Israel were approaching his territory, he went out and battled 
with them, taking along captives.  The nation prayed to the Almighty, who helped them destroy the enemy and 
its cities. The nation continued in the wilderness and lost their temper again, this time speaking against Hashem 
and Moshe, and accused them of desiring their deaths in the desert.  Hashem sent poisonous serpents, which 
bit them and many people died.  The nation repented then, asking Hashem for forgiveness.  With this purpose, 
Hashem told Moshe to make a copper serpent and set it up high, and whoever was bitten shall be healed upon 
seeing it. The Jewish nation continued to journey, encamping in various places.  They reached Beér Sheva and 
Hashem gathered them to give them water.  The nation then sang a song on the wall. The nation sent 
messengers to Sihon, King of the Emorites, requesting permission to go through his land.  He also refused, 
confronting Israel with his army.  But the people of Israel destroyed them, taking over their land and dwelling in 
it. A similar event took place, when the people began to approach Bashan. Og, Bashan’s king, prepared his 
nation to attack Israel.  Hashem appeared the Jewish people, assuring them that there was no reason to fear 
Og, for they would do to him what they did to Sihon.  Indeed, the Children of Israel destroyed Og and his nation, 
to the extent that there was not one survivor.  They also took possession of their land. The Children of Israel left 
this region and journeyed on, encamping in the plains of Moab across Yeriho. 

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation, or if you have a change of address or other changes in your family, please 
contact our Administrator, Jennifer Alexandroff at (905) 669-7654 x 253, or email her at jennifer@kehilacentre.com.

Please be advised that the cut-off time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 pm.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.




