
Nahalot for this Week
David Benarroch ל”ז 3 Tamuz/ June 27
Yakov Benzaquen ל”ז 4 Tamuz/ June 28
Flora Benoualid ל”ז 4 Tamuz/ June 28
Estrella Benzaquen / 4 Tamuz/ June 28

Benmaman ל”ז  
Rahel Malka Azuelos ל”ז 5 Tamuz/ June 29
David Elmaleh ל”ז 5 Tamuz/ June 29
Saada Yvette Dahan ל”ז 5 Tamuz/ June 29
Reina Dayan ל”ז 6 Tamuz/ June 30
Sara Gavison ל”ז 6 Tamuz/ June 30

 7  Tamuz/ July 1
ל”ז    7  Tamuz/ July 1

Nahalot for Next Week 
Mercedes Delmar ז“ל 
Esther Cohen Assayag 
Isaac Oziel ז“ל 10 Tamuz/ July 4
Salomon Ponte ל”ז 12 Tamuz/ July 6
David Ohana ל”ז 12 Tamuz/ July 6
Reuben Benhaim ל”ז 13 Tamuz/ July 7
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םולׁש תבׁש       םיאבה םיכורב
Shabbat Shalom-Welcome to our Synagogue

Shabbat Parashat Korah - Shabbat Rosh Hodesh
June 24, 2017 - 30 Sivan 5777

Parasha page 820, Maftir page 890, Haftara page 1208 in Artscroll
Rosh Hodesh Tamuz is this Shabbat, June 24 and Sunday, June 25

Shabbat Prayer Times
Shir Hashirim 6:55 pm םירישה ריׁש   
Minha 7:10 pm החנמ  
Kabalat Shabbat 7:25 pm תבׁש תלבק   
Candle Lighting 7:45 pm   תורנ תקלדה
Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 4:35 am  ןיקיתו( א״דיחה תירחׁש(
Netz 5:35 am ץנ
Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:30 am תירחׁש   
Daf Yomi 6:15 pm ימוי ףד    
Rambam shiur 7:05 pm ם”במר
Tehilim 7:50 pm םילהת   
Minha 8:20 pm החנמ  
Shekia 9:04 pm העיקש  
Shabbat Ends 9:59 pm בוט עובׁש   

Weekday Services at Medrash Torah Vehayim
Shaharit Sunday  תירחׁש

Vatikin 4:55 am ןיקיתו    
Makdimin 8:00 am םימידקמ  
Kebuim 9:00 am םיעובק   

Weekday Tefillot 

Vatikin  4:55 am     ןיקיתו
Makdimim 6:45 am םימידקמ   
Kebuim 8:15 am םיעובק 
Minha 7:00 pm         החנמ
Arbit 7:30 pm  תיברע

Please note that by popular request, during the summer 
months, we will be having Minha and Arbit at an early 

time only.

Next Ereb Shabbat, Friday June 30, 2017 
Shir Hashirim 6:55 pm (Mincha 7:10 pm)

NAHALOT

This week’s kiddush is sponsored by Abir Yaakob Congregation. All are 
welcome.
This week’s Seudah Shelishit is sponsored by the following members:

• Robert & Vivian Benmergui in commemoration of the nahala of
Robert’s uncle, Yakov Benzaquen ל”ז .

• Anonymously in honour of the hiloula of the Holy Scholar Siddi
Mullay Ighy א”עיז .

• Gad & Joanna Elmaleh in commemoration of the nahala of
Gad’s father, David ben Yosef ל”ז .

• Simon & Barbara Dahan in commemoration of the nahala of
Simon’s mother, Saada Yvette Dahan ל”ז . 

All are welcome.

Starting on Tuesday and until further notice, the 8:00 am Shaharit minyan 
will pray in the Red Room. 

TEFILA ANNOUNCEMENT

SPONSORSHIPS

In Haham Assayag's absence, for the next two weeks, Rabbi David Kadoch will be giving the Shabbat morning Derasha and the afternoon 
Rambam shiur.



 -

Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob

Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10:00 am 
(following Shaharit) - CLASS CANCELLED THIS WEEK

Daf Yomi
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Hacham Assayag one 
hour before Minha.

Tuesday Night LIVE With Tomer Malca
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 7:30 pm 
for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.

Night Yeshiva - Wednesdays at 8:00 pm
Attention High School and University boys: Come and  enjoy a 
learning session followed by an intense game of basketball. Every 
Wednesday night beginning at 8:00 pm. Special activities and trips 
take place bi-monthly. For more information, contact Yossi Azulay or 
Isaac Nacson in person.

Life Matters - Thursdays at 9:00 pm  
CLASS CANCELLED THIS WEEK

Our Sages teach that the divine Name of “Havaya,” which is spelled 
with the letters “Yod,” “Heh,” “Vav” and “Heh,” is the source of all 
blessing in the world. These four letters can be arranged in twelve 
different configurations, corresponding to the twelve months of the 
year, and each month is influenced by one configuration. The month 
of Nissan, for example, is under the influence of the straightforward 
spelling – “Yod,” “Heh,” “Vav” and “Heh.” Nissan is the month of 
miracles, when Hashem’s presence is clear and obvious, and thus it 
is represented by the configuration that expresses the divine Name 
in the clearest, most straightforward manner. This spelling is alluded 
to in the verse in Tehillim (96:11), “Yismehu Ha’shamayim Ve’tagel 
Ha’aretz” (“The heavens shall rejoice and the earth shall exult”), as 
the first letters of these words are “Yod,” “Heh,” “Vav” and “Heh.”

At the opposite end of the spectrum, the month of Tammuz – which 
we began this past week – corresponds to the reverse spelling of 
“Havaya” – “Heh,” “Vav,” “Heh” and “Yod.” This is the month of crisis 
and calamity, when Hashem is hidden and concealed, when we are 
subjected to harsh judgment, and thus it is represented by the 
reverse of “Havaya.” Interestingly enough, the verse that alludes to 
this month is a verse in Megillat Ester (5:13), in which Haman tells 
his family, “Ve’chol Zeh Enenu Shoveh Li” – “All this is worth nothing 
to me.” The final letters of the words “Zeh Enenu Shoveh Li” are 
“Heh,” “Vav,” “Heh” and “Yod” – the configuration by which the 
month of Tammuz is influenced. In this verse, Haman expresses his 
frustration over the fact that one man – Mordechai – refused to bow 
to him. Although Haman was the second-in-command in the largest 
empire in the world, and enjoyed all the wealth, fame and prestige 
anyone could possibly hope for, he was not satisfied. He was 
infuriated by the fact that a single man refused to bow, to the point 
where everything he had was “worth nothing.” As we know, this 
insatiable desire for honor, and Haman’s overpowering jealousy, led 

to his swift downfall.

Our obligation during the month of Tammuz, then, is to 
reverse this quality of Haman, and thereby reverse the 
spelling of “Havaya,” transforming Tammuz into Nissan – 
changing the month of calamity into a month of overt 
miracles. During Tammuz, we ought to be focusing our 
efforts on avoiding envy and self-aggrandizement. 
Appropriately, we spend much of this month thinking about 
and mourning for the Bet Ha’mikdash, which was built to 
bring honor to Hashem. This is the time to remind ourselves 
that our goal and aspiration must be to bring honor and glory 
to G-d, and not to ourselves.

Not at all coincidentally, during this month we read Parashat 
Korah, which tells of the destructive power of jealousy. 
Korah, like, Haman, enjoyed prestige, but was dissatisfied 
and envious. Our Sages explain that Korah was among the 
Leviyim who transported the Aron in the wilderness – a very 
coveted and prestigious position – but he felt envious over 
the fact that his cousin, Elitzafan, was chosen as the leader 
of his group of Leviyim, a position he felt he deserved. 
These feelings of jealousy led him to the insensible decision 
to revolt against Moshe Rabbenu, a decision which cost him 
his life.

Let us learn from this story about the dangers of jealousy, 
and always remember that our goal as Jews is to work to 
bring honor to Hashem. If we conduct our lives with this 
objective in mind, we will avoid jealousy and resentment, 
and will focus our energies on doing what is right, and not on 
what will bring us fame. 

DAILY HALACHA by RABBI ELI MANSOUR

  Kehila Boys’ Mishmar Program - Grades 5-8! 
Boys grades 5-8, come out for a great time and see your friends 
from all schools! Every Wednesday we'll be meeting in the Red 
Room at 7:00 pm for some learning, snacks, and prizes, 
followed by our own basketball league in the gym! For any 
questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please contact 
yosazulay@gmail.com 

Please be advised that member statements were sent out last 
week. These statements are in a new format which we hope will 
make understanding your account easier. If you have pre-
payments scheduled, these will show in your account.

We ask that you kindly bring your account up to date as we 
begin to prepare for the High Holidays.

Should you have any questions about your statement or your 
account, please contact the office at 905-669-7654, or email 
jennifer@kehilacentre.com.

We thank you in advance for your attention to this important 
matter.

MEMBER UPDATE

mailto:yosazulay@gmail.com


The effects of personal ambition upon a person’s behaviour and decisions should never be underestimated. Korah, like many 
demagogues before and after him, cloaks his personal ambitions in the mantle of populism and democracy. He proclaims against 
Moshe: “All of the congregation of Israel are holy people and therefore by what right do you allow yourself to lord over them?” Of 
course when he succeeds to topple Moshe then he will lord over them.

The whole history of humanity is littered with such populist revolutions that only bring in their wake oppression and dictatorship, 
many times worse than the regime that they dispossessed. The French and Russian revolutions are only two examples of this 
bitter historical truth. The “Arab spring” shows signs of turning into such a type of disaster as well.

In the Tanach we read of the revolution of Yeravam against Rechavam in the name of justice and democracy only to see it end up 
in tyranny, paganism and the division of the Jewish people into two warring kingdoms. It is an interesting point to note that the 
greatest tyrannies proclaim themselves with the most high sounding and complimentary names and descriptive adjectives.

In our world whenever you see a country that advertises itself as “The Peoples Republic” you can be certain that you are dealing 
with a tyrannical dictatorship. This is the only way to view Korah’s sloganeering and good words. And the true tragedy is that Korah 
will convince himself and his followers of the rectitude of his cause and be blind to his own burning ambition which fuels this entire 
incident.

Altruism is a difficult commodity to find in this world. Because of this fact people should always attempt to look at themselves 
honestly and admit to themselves their true drives and motivations. Channeled and focused ambition directed to the advancement 
of legitimate causes is part of Jewish tradition. Uncontrolled ambition that can destroy others is certainly outside the pale of Torah 
behaviour.

The necessary vision to create and innovate is always founded on personal ambition and hope. But the ambition to destroy others, 
to climb over bodies to reach the perceived top destroys all concerned. Hillel’s famous statement: “If I am not for me then who will 
be for me and if I am only for me then of what value am I?” expresses this balance of necessary and destructive ambition clearly 
for us. It is reflected in the prohibitions against slandering others and causing others pain and anguish. 

(continued on page 4)

TORAH BITES by Rabbi David Kadoch
The next three Torah portions have little to do with each other; Korah, Hukat and Balak. Something that we do notice is that 
the name of each Parasha contains 3 Hebrew letters and that one of the 3 letters is the letter "kuf" - ק. In fact, the position of 
the "kuf" is different for all three. It's at the beginning for Korah, in the middle for Hukat and at the end for Balak. Is there 
something to this?

According to the Maharal of Prague, there certainly is. He explains that the letter "kuf" stands for "kedusha" - - holiness. 
Korah was a holy individual, keyword "WAS." In the beginning he was kosher but only towards the end did he stray and rebel. 
Hence the letter "kuf" is found in the beginning only for he was holy only at the start. 

Parashat Hukat deals with the laws of purity and impurity specifically to that of a dead body. The only way to become holy 
after being contaminated with a corpse is through the ashes of the red heifer "Parah Adumah." This is how it works. A person 
is contaminated therefore he is UNHOLY. He then gets the ashes sprinkled upon him so he is now HOLY. Nevertheless, the 
person who sprinkles the ashes becomes UNHOLY as a result. From here we see that the "kedusha" in the middle of the 
sequence so that is why the letter "kuf" is found in the middle of the word Hukat.

Finally, Parashat Balak deals with the mission of the evil king of Moav who hired Bilaam to curse the Jewish nation. Moav 
was evil throughout there was no trace of holiness found within him throughout his entire life. But he did one thing right; 
according to the Gemara he gave sacrifices "LeShem Shamayim" (for the sake of Heaven) and as a result he merited a holy 
descendant by the name of Rut. So while his life was filled unholiness, the end saw a spark of "kedusha" that blossomed into 
something special; hence the letter "kuf" placed at the end.

Shabbat Shalom!

RABBI BEREL WEIN on PARASHAT KORAH



Insights on the Torah by Haham Amram Assayag
The Perasha relates to us the event of the “Mahloket” between Korah and Moshe. Korah, along with two hundred and fifty 
men from the children of Israel, presented himself to Moshe, accusing Moshe of wanting to put himself above the nation.  
Upon hearing these accusations, Moshe fell upon his face. He then addresses Korah, offering to create a test where proof 
would be given, in the form of a sign, as to who Hashem has divinely chosen to serve Him and lead Israel.  As a member 
of the tribe of Levi, why did Korah not consider the fact that Hashem chose the children of Levi, himself included, to 
minister the service of the Tabernacle, and now he seeks the priesthood?  Nevertheless, Moshe said to the children of 
Israel, “Take every man his censer, Aaron included, and present an incense offering before Hashem, and then it shall be 
clear who Hashem has chosen to perform the priestly rituals.” In the meantime, Moshe sent for Datan and Aviram, two 
people from Korah’s camp, to return to Moshe and cease the rebellion.  Korah’s camp exclaimed that Moshe pulled them 
out of the land of Egypt, a land that flowed with milk and honey, to let them die in the wilderness.  Did Moshe now want to 
set himself as a dictator over them and put out their eyes?  Moshe, now hurt, asks Hashem not to accept their offering. So 
it was, when the children of Israel took their censers, that the glory of Hashem came down to the people and spoke to 
Moshe and Aharon advised them to separate from the congregation for He was about to destroy them.  They then begged 
Hashem not to punish all of Klal Israel because of a few rebellious people, so Hashem ordered the entire Congregation to 
separate from Korah and his camp. Moshe came out and spoke to the people of Israel and indicated to them, that if 
Moshe’s men were to die a natural death, then it would be a sign that Hashem had not chosen him.  If, however, Hashem 
makes the earth open its mouth and swallow up Korah’s men with all their possessions, then it would be proof that 
Hashem had chosen Moshe to lead the nation. And so it happened that the earth opened and swallowed Korah’s 
rebellious camp and their families. The rest of the people fled to Moshe’s camp seeing what had occurred. A heavenly fire 
came down and consumed the two hundred and fifty members of Korah’s rebellion and their censers.  Afterward, Hashem 
ordered Elazar, the son of Aharon, to come into the sanctuary and to gather the censers, from which plates would be 
made to overlay the alter and to remain as a sign for the children of Israel. The children of Israel began talking against 
Moshe and Aharon, accusing them of having killed the people of Hashem. Suddenly the glory of Hashem appeared again, 
and was about to destroy the nation. Immediately Moshe told Aharon to present his incense offering to Hashem in order 
to stop the plague. In this episode, fourteen thousand and seven hundred people died. Hashem tells Moshe that each 
prince of each tribe shall bring a staff, each one with their name inscribed, and Aharon too shall bring a staff representing 
the tribe of Levi. The staffs shall be laid in the Tent of Meeting and the staff belonging to the one that Hashem choses 
shall blossom, thus taking away any doubts from the nation as to whom shall the priestly dynasty belong. So it happened 
that Aharon’s staff blossomed and sprouted twigs and fruit, and the princes took their staffs from the Tent of Meeting and 
left.  Hashem asked Moshe then that he lay Aharon’s staff before the Ark, and it remained as a sign to those who may 
consider rebelling in the future. 

Hashem speaks to Aharon, informing him that he and his children with the members of their tribes, will take custody of the 
Tent of Meeting.  They were also put in charge of servicing the tent, ensuring no stranger shall come near.  Thus, Hashem 
took the Leviyim as a gift from within the children of Israel, and they were consecrated to the service of Hashem. Hashem 
carried on speaking to Aharon and told him that he and his children shall receive the sacrificial offerings brought by the 
children of Israel. These Teruma offerings entailed: the oblations, vegetal and animal offerings, the best of oil, wine and 
wheat, the firstlings of fruit, firstborn of animals, first born of man who must be redeemed etc... These offerings will belong 
to Aharon, and his sons, and they shall have to be eaten in a holy  spot.  For the children of Levi, He gave them in turn the 
“Maaser” tithe which the children of Israel offered to the sanctuary. Hashem requested that they also give a tenth from this 
tithe, allowing them to eat Maaser in any place.  These privileges of the offerings which Aharon and his children and the 
Leviyim receive, is considered as a reward for the service of the Tent of Meeting, and as a way of supporting their 
families. Unlike the other tribes, the tribe of Levy had no part or inheritance in the land of Israel, since Hashem had 
chosen them for His service proclaiming: “I, Hashem, am your portion and your inheritance in the midst of the children of 
Israel”.

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation, or if you have a change of address or other changes in your family, please 
contact our Administrator, Jennifer Alexandroff at (905) 669-7654 x 253, or email her at jennifer@kehilacentre.com.

Please be advised that the cut-off time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 pm.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.

(Rabbi Wein continued from page 3)

It is related that when the great Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Alter (Chidushei HaRim), the founder of the Chasidic dynasty of Gur, was yet a 
young scholar he composed a commentary to a certain section of Shulchan Aruch. He received such approbation on his work that great 
rabbis told him that his commentary would eclipse the commentary of Shach (Rabbi Shabtai Cohen) to that very same section of 
Shulchan Aruch.

Rabbi Alter never published his commentary because he felt that Shach (already in Heaven in the World to Come) would feel slighted that 
his commentary would now be replaced. Such are the lengths necessary for one to go to in order to control ambition which even in cases 
of great scholars and people such as Korah can bring one to ruin.


