
Raphael Elfassy ל”ז 17 Iyar/ May 13
Sultana Keslassy ל”ז 17 Iyar/ May 13
Yosef Danieli ל”ז 17 Iyar/ May 13
Jane Esther Benisti ל”ז 17 Iyar/ May 13
Freha Zrihen ל”ז 19 Iyar/ May 15
Alicia Hassan ל”ז 20 Iyar/ May 16
Abraham Kozai ל”ז 20 Iyar/ May 16

Nahalot for Next Week
Simha Lugassy ל”ז 25 Iyar/ May 21
Elie Reboh ל”ז 27 Iyar/ May 23
Salomon Nassimov ל”ז 27 Iyar/ May 23
Avraham Halioua ל”ז 29 Iyar/ May 25
Barui Soudry ל”ז 2 Sivan/ May 27
Menahem Azulay ל”ז 2 Sivan/ May 27
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םולׁש תבׁש       םיאבה םיכורב
Shabbat Shalom-Welcome to our Synagogue

Shabbat Parashat Emor 
May 13, 2017 - 17 Iyar 5777

Parasha page 672, Haftara page 1176 in Artscroll

Shabbat Prayer Times
Shir Hashirim 6:35 pm םירישה ריׁש   
Minha 6:50 pm החנמ  
Kabalat Shabbat 7:05 pm תבׁש תלבק   
Candle Lighting 7:25 pm   תורנ תקלדה
Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 4:55 am  ןיקיתו( א״דיחה תירחׁש(
Netz 5:54 am ץנ
Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:30 am תירחׁש   
Latest Shema 8:58 am עמש  
Tehilim 7:20 pm םילהת   
Minha 7:50 pm החנמ  
Shekia 8:35 pm העיקש  
Shabbat Ends 9:25 pm בוט עובׁש   

Weekday Services at Medrash Torah Vehayim

Shaharit Sunday  תירחׁש
Vatikin 5:15 am ןיקיתו    
Makdimin 8:00 am םימידקמ  
Kebuim 9:00 am םיעובק   

Weekday Tefillot 

Vatikin 5:15 am     ןיקיתו
Makdimim 6:45 am םימידקמ   
Kebuim 8:15 am םיעובק 
Minha 8:20 pm         החנמ
Arbit 9:00 pm  תיברע

Next Ereb Shabbat, Friday May 19, 2017 
Shir Hashirim 6:40 pm (Mincha 6:55 pm)

NAHALOT

This week’s Kiddush is sponsored by David & Dina Azulay in honour of 
their son, Eli, reading the 4th perek at Shaharit. 

This week’s Kiddush is also sponsored by Reuben & Naomi 
BenQuesus in honour of their daughter Nava placing 3rd in the National 
Chidon HaTanach.

This week’s Seudah Shelishit is sponsored by Abir Yaakov Congregation. 
All are welcome.

SPONSORSHIPS

The annual Shavuot Ice Cream and Water Balloon event will take place 
on Thursday June 1 after tefila. This event is kindly sponsored by 
Armando & Enny Cohen.

ANNUAL SHAVUOT KIDS’ EVENT

Please not that B’nei Akiva programs will run from 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm this 
Shabat.

Mazal Tob to Nava BenQuesus on winning 3rd place in the National 
Chidon HaTanach, Bible Contest in Montreal this week. We applaud her 
hard work and dedication to Torah study.

MAZAL TOB

Please note that Kiddush will be upstairs in the 
Banquet Hall this week.



Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob
Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10:00 am 
(following Shaharit)
Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10:00 am for a special 
breakfast and open-ended learning session. The topic is The 
Underlying Reasons for the Minhagim. Tefilla begins at 9:00 am. For 
more information please contact Hacham Assayag.
Daf Yomi
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Hacham Assayag one 
hour before Minha.
Tuesday Night LIVE With Tomer Malca
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 7:30 pm 
for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.
Night Yeshiva - Wednesdays at 8:00 pm
Attention High School and University boys: Come and  enjoy a 
learning session followed by an intense game of basketball. Every 
Wednesday night beginning at 8:00 pm. Special activities and trips 
take place bi-monthly. For more information, contact Yossi Azulay or 
Isaac Nacson in person.
Life Matters - Thursdays at 9:00 pm
Join Hacham Assayag every Thursday night for a discussion on deep 
and profound insights on life and Torah values. Refreshments to be 
served. For more information, contact Max Benatar in person.
Kehila Boys’ Mishmar Program - Grades 5-8! 
Boys grades 5-8, come out for a great time and see your friends 
from all schools! Every Wednesday we'll be meeting  in the Red Room 
at 7:00 pm for some learning, snacks, and  prizes, followed by our own 
basketball league in the gym!   For any questions or for sponsorship 
opportunities, please  contact yosazulay@gmail.com 

We are looking to hire a Program Director, full time or part 
time, to create programming for the Kehila. If you are 
interested, please forward your resume to 
jennifer@kehilacentre.com.

LOOKING FOR PROGRAM DIRECTOR

We are looking to hire 2 university students to work for 8 weeks 
at the synagogue this summer. Students should have 
experience with the Microsoft Suite programs, Apple programs, 
and knowledge of the Shul Cloud database system would be 
particularly helpful. Please contact the office Administrator, 
Jennifer Alexandroff at 905-66-7654, or by email at 
jennifer@kehilacentre.com as soon as possible.

LOOKING FOR SUMMER STUDENTS

There are those in our community, be it visitors in town or 
those who live here, who are looking for places to spend 
Shabat and not eat their meals in solitude. For those who 
would be interested in hosting, or if you are in need of a host, 
please contact our Administrator Jennifer Alexandroff at 
(905)-669-7654 x 253 or at jennifer@kehilacentre.com.

HACHNASAT ORHIM

mailto:yosazulay@gmail.com
mailto:jennifer@kehilacentre.com


Insights on the Torah by Hacham Amram Assayag

Question: Why is it customary to make a pilgrimage to the tombs of the Tzadikim on the day of Lag Ba’omer, the Hilula of 
Rebbi Shimon Bar Yohai z.y.a.a? 
Answer: We find that Rebbi Shimon Bar Yohai  z.y.a.a.’s tomb was visited on the day of the Hilula, as well as many other 
occasions, from the time of his students to our time. His disciple, Rebbi Abba, went up to the cave where Rebbi Shimon 
Bar Yohai is buried, to learn the Zohar there. Rebbi Ilay z.y.a.a, another of the great disciples of Rebbi Shimon Bar Yohai  
z.y.a.a.,  found himself at the cave on the day of Lag Ba’omer. In the Talmud, we find Rebbi Yoshua Ben Levy z.y.a.a. who
passed by the cave where Rebbi Shimon Bar Yohai  z.y.a.a. is buried and met Eliyahu Hanabi  z.y.a.a. standing at the
door. Many generations later, we find one of the greatest Mekubalim of the Sephardic world, Rebbi Moshe Cardoberea
z.y.a.a. relating to us his pilgrimage to the tomb of Rebbi Shimon. He tells us that he himself, with his teachers and some
of his friends, went up to the cave where Rebbi Shimon Bar Yohai z.y.a.a. is buried and they sat in the space that exists
between the tomb of Rebbi Shimon Bar Yohai z.y.a.a. and his son Rebbi Elazar, and there they learned the Zohar in that
holy place. When Rebbi Moshe Cordobero z.y.a.a. speaks of his teachers, he is referring to either Rebbi Yosef Karo
z.y.a.a. author of the Shulchan Aruch, or his own brother-in-law Rebbi Shelomo Elkabas z.y.a.a. the great Kabalist and
author of the Lecha Dodi. In that same period, Rebbi Yosef Karo z.y.a.a, went with his disciples to spend Sucot in the
cave of Rebbi Shimon Bar Yohai z.y.a.a.  holding the Lulab and Etrog. During HolHamo’ed of that year a lot of rain fell.
We know that Rebbi Yosef Karo z.y.a.a. was regularly visited by a Malach known as the Magid who came to discuss holy
matters with him. The Magid  told him that he should know that whenever one finds himself in trouble, he should go
around the tomb of the Tzadikim seven times and their prayers would be immediately answered. For this same reason,
the Mekubalim were accustomed to go and visit the tomb of Rebbi Shimon z.y.a.a. twice yearly and to spend ten days and
ten nights, each time learning the Zohar. The ancient people of Sefat tell a story about the time that Rebbi Haim Benatar
z.y.a.a. came on a donkey on the day of the Hilula. Upon arriving at the top of the mountain where the tomb of Rebbi
Shimon Bar Yohai z.y.a.a. is found, he got off the donkey and crawled up to the top of the mount on all fours, crying and
asking himself “how is it possible for me, such a small human being, to go into such a holy place where Hakadosh Baruch
Hu finds himself rejoicing with the neshamot of all the Tzadikim in this Holy day?” With the strong belief that the day of the
Hilula of Rebbi Shimon Bar Yohai z.y.a.a. is a day of happiness for all the Tzadikim, we go to rejoice with them at the sites
of burial to enjoy the sanctity of the day and to celebrate with them.

May the almighty bestow upon us all His blessings in the zechut of all the Tzadikim. 

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation, or if you have a change of address or other changes in your family, please 
contact our Administrator, Jennifer Alexandroff at (905) 669-7654 x 253, or email her at jennifer@kehilacentre.com.

Please be advised that the cut-off time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 pm.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.

TORAH BITES by Rabbi David Kadoch
)די :ד תובא ( םייקתהל הפוס םימש םשל איהש היסנכ לכ :רמוא רלדנסה ןנחוי יבר

" Rabbi Yochanan HaSandelar says: Any gathering that is for the sake of Heaven, will, in the end, be sustained. " (Avot 4:14)

     Today's world is not easy. What do I mean? Take the everyday needs of a raising a family, add day school tuition, synagogue dues, 
community programs and events, and in reality we find ourselves drowned in constant communal responsibility. It's for that reason that 
we must give some part of our lives to contribute to the betterment of the congregation; your congregation. 
     Nevertheless, this is easier said than done. As a man who has spent a great deal of my time volunteering for events and activities, 
sometimes I wonder why there are times when things move along smoothly and the outcome is successful, while other times our group 
experiences many bumps along the way. Maybe the answer can come by the words of Rabbi Yochanan HaSandelar who states that any 
gathering, formal or informal, that comes together will only see success if their mission is for the sake of heaven. 
     The Baal HaTurim explains this to mean that sometimes the activities/fundraisers we make aren't towards a "spiritual religious" cause. 
For example, a school may hold a fundraiser to purchase new computers for a computer lab. A synagogue may wish to solicit donors for 
renovations to the building. Sometimes we have gatherings just to have gatherings such as barbecues, wine and cheese parties etc.. 
While these events are not to serve a specific religious purpose like tzedakah, we must find a way to somehow glorify the name of God in 
order that the event should not be completely void of Hashem. This may include someone sharing some words of Torah or some stories 
to increase our Emunah in God. Board meetings/Staff meetings which contain food should allow the opportunity for people to bless out 
loud so that those in audience can answer "Amen," which can then be followed by a public Birkat HaMazon.
     I'd like to take this one step further. When a group's intent to deliver stems from their willingness to assist others, to promote growth in 
the community and to raise the level of spirituality among members of whole, then the mission is sure to succeed. The moment 
organizers, fundraisers, lay-leaders and event planners put themselves and their honour in the forefront while disregarding the main 
purpose of the event, are bound to fail. Next time you attend a meeting which doesn't go the way you planned, ask yourself whether or not 
your own biases had an influence on the outcome of it.  
     There are so many ways that one can make their social surroundings "LeShem Shamayim, for the sake of Heaven." Having this 
constantly in mind during the planning of the event will assure the success of all our endeavours, no matter what their cause might be.

Shabbat Shalom!






