
Marcos Habib Soberano ל”ז 13 Adar/ March 11
Leah Nair ל”ז 13 Adar/ March 11
Myriam Benadiba ל”ז 13 Adar/ March 11
Haim Edery ל”ז 14 Adar/ March 12
Rahmona Rose Ayache ל”ז 15 Adar/ March 13
David Dayan ל”ז 17 Adar/ March 15
Rachel Abitbol ל”ז 17 Adar/ March 15
Myriam Abirsor ל”ז 17 Adar/ March 15
Abraham Edery ל”ז 18 Adar/ March16
Shalom Saban  ל”ז 18 Adar/March 16
Nahalot for Next Week
Messod Sabbah ל”ז 21 Adar/ March 19
Messody Elmaleh ל”ז 21 Adar/ March 19
Josef Fridman ל”ז 21 Adar/ March 19
Mazal Tob Bensimon ל”ז 24 Adar/ March22
Messod Benzacar ל”ז 24 Adar/ March 22
Abraham Benedid ל”ז 24 Adar/ March 22
Haim Keslassy ל”ז 24 Adar/ March 22

SEPHARDIC KEHILA CENTRE
ABIR YAAKOB CONGREGATION

Chief Rabbi
Hacham Amram Assayag
President
Meyer Keslassy

Vice-President
Isaac Cohen
Honorary Vice-President 
Maurice Benzacar
Hazan
Rabbi David Kadoch
Shaliach Tzibur
Marc Kadoch

םולׁש תבׁש       םיאבה םיכורב
Shabbat Shalom-Welcome to our Synagogue

Shabbat Parashat Tetzaveh - Zachor
March 11, 2017 - 13 Adar 5777

Perasha page 464, Maftir page 1066, Haftara page 1214 (Artscroll)

Shabbat Prayer Times
Shir Hashirim 5:50 pm םירישה ריׁש   
Minha 6:05 pm החנמ  
Kabalat Shabbat 6:20 pm תבׁש תלבק   
Candle Lighting 6:00 pm   תורנ תקלדה
Shaharit Ha’Hida Vatikin 5:40 am  ןיקיתו( א״דיחה תירחׁש(
Netz 6:37 am ץנ
Shaharit (Main Synagogue) 8:30 am תירחׁש   
Latest Shema 8:56 am עמש  
Tehilim 4:45 pm םילהת   
Minha 5:15 pm החנמ  
Shekia 6:19 pm העיקש  
Shabbat Ends 7:02 pm בוט עובׁש   

Weekday Services at
Medrash Torah Vehayim

Shaharit Sunday  תירחׁש
Vatikin 6:55 am ןיקיתו    
Makdimin 8:00 am םימידקמ  
Kebuim 9:00 am םיעובק   

Shaharit Weekdays תירחׁש
 Vatikin 6:55 am ןיקיתו    
Makdimim 6:45 am םימידקמ   
Kebuim 8:15 am םיעובק 
Minha 7:09 pm         החנמ
Arbit 7:49 pm  תיברע

Next Ereb Shabbat, Friday March 17, 2017 
Shir Hashirim 7:00 pm  (Candle Lighting 7:09 pm)

NAHALOT

This week’s Kiddush is sponsored by the Kiddush Group. All are 
welcome.

This week’s Seuda Shelishit is sponsored by Abir Yaakov 
Congregation. All are welcome.

SPONSORSHIPS

SHARE THE JOY OF PURIM WITH 
HACHAM AMRAM ASSAYAG

Hacham Amram and Rabbanit Shoshana Assayag invite the Kahal 
to drop by their home on Purim afternoon, Sunday March 12, 2017 
between 12:30 and 4:30 pm, to share the joy and miracle of Purim. 
Minha at 4:00 pm. Children in costume (and adults too!) are most 

welcome. 1 Cordoba Drive, Apt. 205 - buzzer #0205.

CHAG PURIM SAMEYACH

Mazal Tob to Marvin & Luna Igelman on the marriage of their 
daughter, Alleza to Yehuda Eisenberger, son of Mr. & Mrs. 

Eisenberger. Proud grandparents Mrs. Alegria Igelman and 
Mrs. Molly Melul.

MAZAL TOB

As this bulletin contains words of Torah, please remember to 
discard this bulletin in the Geniza.

SKC IS GOING ELECTRONIC!!!
We are moving all of our systems online and have almost 
finished the transition.  People will be able to review their 
accounts online, get instant tax receipts and register for 
events directly.  If you are not receiving our bulletin 
electronically, then we need your E-Mail address so we can 
set up your account.  Please call Jennifer at 905-669-7654 
x253, or email her at jennifer@kehilacentre.com 

mailto:jennifer@kehilacentre.com


Weekly Classes at Abir Yaakob

Brunch and Learn - Sunday mornings at 10:00 am 
(following Shaharit)
Join Hacham Assayag every Sunday morning at 10:00 am for a special 
breakfast and open-ended learning session. The topic is The Underlying 
Reasons for the Minhagim. Tefilla begins at 9:00 am. For more information 
please contact Hacham Assayag.

Daf Yomi
Please join us daily for Gemara Daf Yomi with Hacham Assayag one hour 
before Minha.

Tuesday Night LIVE With Tomer Malca
Please join Tomer Malca on Tuesday nights in the Midrash at 7:30 pm 
for a shiur on relevant halacha topics of the day.

Night Yeshiva - Wednesdays at 8:00 pm
Attention High School and University boys: Come and  enjoy 
a learning session followed by an intense game of 
basketball. Every Wednesday night beginning at 8:00 pm. 
Special activities and trips take place bi-monthly. For more 
information, contact Yossi Azulay or Isaac Nacson in 
person.

Life Matters - Thursdays at 9:00 pm
Join Hacham Assayag every Thursday night for a discussion 
on deep and profound insights on life and Torah values. 
Refreshments to be served. For more information, contact 
Max Benatar in person.

Kehila Boys’ Mishmar Program - Grades 5-8! 
Boys grades 5-8, come out for a great time and see your   
friends from all schools! Every Wednesday we'll be meeting  
in the Red Room at 7:00 pm for some learning, snacks, and 
prizes, followed by our own basketball league in the gym!   
For any questions or for sponsorship opportunities, please  
contact yosazulay@gmail.com

PURIM SCHEDULE

 Thursday, March 9 Fast of Esther

Mincha

Motzei Shabbat March 11 - Purim Arbit

Megila

CLOCKS FORWARD 1 HOUR

Sunday March 12 Vatikin

Megila

Kebuim

Megila

Minha @ Haham Assayag’s home

Begins 5:30 am
Ends 6:55 pm 

5:50 pm

Arbit 7:00 pm

7:30 pm

6:45 am

7:55 am

8:00 am

9:00 am

4:00 pm

In the Megillah (9:22), where the Misvot of Purim are listed, the Misva of Matanot LaEvyonim is listed last. However, in
connection with the “Seudah,” of Purim, providing monetary support for the poor is probably the most important of all the 
Misvot of Purim.  Matanot L’Evyonim should be given to Hacham Assayag before Purim. Please call the office with any 
questions, or email Hacham Assayag.

MATANOT LAEVYONIM

MISHMAR and
NIGHT YESHIVA

mailto:yosazulay@gmail.com


Insights on the Torah by Hacham Amram Assayag

Lighting of the Menora:  
Hashem tells the Children of Israel to bring oil to light the candelabrum. This must be set outside the dividing-
curtain, which covered the Ark.  Aharon, and his children must tend it, so it can burn before Hashem from evening 
until the morning. Hashem commands Moshe that he bring Aharon and his children from the Children of Israel, so 
that each one may minister to Hashem as priest. At the same time, holy garments should be made for them, for 
honour and distinction. These garments must consist of:  a breastplate, an ephod, a mantle, a coat of checker 
work, a turban, a girdle, a tzitz and breeches. 
Ephod:  Garment of gold, sky-blue, purple and scarlet wool and twisted fine linen. Two shoham stones must be 
taken and engraved on each one six names of tribes according to their birth, and those stones will be on the two 
shoulder pieces of the Ephod. 
Hoshen: Made from the same material as the Ephod, a square breastplate which contained four rows of precious 
stones, of three stones each. The first row consists of a sardius, a topaz and a carbuncle. The second has an 
emerald, a sapphire and a diamond.  The third has a ligure, an agate and an amethyst. The fourth has a beryl, an 
onyx and jasper. These stones shall be set after the names and like a signet of the twelve tribes. 
Meil (Mantle): The mantle was entirely of sky-blue wool, with an opening in the top for the head, which had a hem 
all around of woven work so that it should not tear. Upon its lower hem, they must make pomegranates of sky-blue, 
purple and scarlet wool, and golden bells between them all around the mantle.  Aharon must always wear this 
mantle, as this sound must be heard when he comes and leaves the sanctuary. 
Ketonet:(Coat) The Ketonet must be woven in a checker-work pattern of fine linen. 
Mitznefet (Turban): of fine linen. Abnet:(Girdle) of embroidery work. 
Michnasayim (Breeches): A type of pants that covered the Cohanim from their loins down over the thighs.  
Tzitz: A show-plate of pure gold, on which the word “KODESH LADONAY” was engraved. A sky-blue cord must 
fasten this show-plate over the turban towards the front.  The Tzitz must always be on Aharon’s forehead, as to 
express the Jew’s goodwill for them before the Almighty.

If you have a Mazal Tob that you would like to share with the congregation, or if you have a change of address or other changes in your family, please 
contact our Administrator, Jennifer Alexandroff at (905) 669-7654 x 253, or email her at jennifer@kehilacentre.com.

Please be advised that the cut-off time for insertion in the bulletin is Wednesday at 4:00 pm.
This bulletin is printed courtesy of Print Three Concord (905) 738-5682.



 

Shiur Bites            By Rabbi David Kadoch
" הליגמ ארקמ לע "

It is brought down in the holy books that the reading of the Megila on Purim is a segula (omen) for parnassa (sustenance). 
In fact the Gemara in Megila says that the "eyes of the poor are raised towards the reading of the Megila." The simple 
explanation of this is that the destitute look forward to the reading of the Megila, in order that the community provide them 
with Matanot LaEvyonim - the mitzvah of giving charity to the poor on this special day which is mentioned in the book.
The Arizal takes this one step further. When we recite the chapter of "Ashre" every morning, one should have in mind the 
first and last letters of the words ךדי תא חתופ  - "open your hands." These are י א פ  and כ ת ח . The essence of these letters 
are in fact the angels who act as messengers to provide sustenance for each Jew. That is why that if a person doesn't read 
this verse with proper concentration he must go back and recite it again.
The numerical value of those two names equals 519, which is the same numerical value as the words הליגמ ארקמ לע  - the 
words which make up the blessing recited over the reading of the Megila.
Essentially, when we say that the "eyes of the poor are raised towards the reading of the Megila," this means that the poor 
are able to free themselves from the chains of poverty and move up to world where they can sustain themselves without the 
assistance of others.
Let me take this opportunity to stress to everyone how important the mitzvah of charity is on Purim. It is easy to drown 
ourselves in the preparation and costs of preparing lovely Mishloach Manot for dozens of friends. While this certainly 
beautiful, it should not take away from the vitality of Matanot LaEvyonim. If every person cut the cost of each gift in half and 
gave the remaining half to the needy of the community, what more of an impact we would all make on the community 
around us! 
Wishing everyone a Purim Sameah!

DAILY HALACHA BY RABBI ELI MANSOUR

Purim – The Obligation of Matanot La’Evyonim
The Misva of Matanot La’ebyonim requires giving gifts to at least two poor people on Purim. How much is one required to give in order to 

fulfill this Misva?

The Ritba (Rabbi Yom Tob Ben Abraham of Seville, Spain, 1250-1330) writes that according to the strict Halacha, one fulfills the obligation 

with even a minimal donation. Even if one gives a single Peruta (coin) to two poor individuals, he fulfills his Misva. Other authorities 

maintain that one must give higher amounts. The most stringent view that we find among the Aharonim (later Halachic authorities) is that of 

the Zera Yaakob, who ruled that one must give the value of three Ke’besim – or approximately 6 oz. – of bread. Needless to say, this does 

not amount to all that much. An average pita generally constitutes 2-4 oz., and thus even according to the most stringent view, the Misva of 

Matanot La’ebyonim requires giving two people the cost of 2-3 pitas, which is, of course, a very small amount.

However, this applies only on the level of strict Halachic obligation. The Rambam (Rabbi Moshe Maimonides, Spain-Egypt, 1135-1204) 

writes that the primary Misva of Purim is assisting the poor, and this Misva should be given priority over the other obligations of the holiday. 

Therefore, the Rambam rules, a person with a limited budget for the Purim festivities should reduce his spending on his Purim feast and 

Mishlo’ah Manot, and increase his spending on Matanot La’ebyonim. There is no greater joy, the Rambam writes, than assisting the poor 

and enabling them to rejoice and celebrate the holiday. As such, even though the strict obligation requires giving only a small amount, it is 

proper, and customary, to distribute charity generously to the poor for Purim. Baruch Hashem, members of our community give significant 

amounts of charity for Matanot La’ebyonim and ensure to fulfill this Misva at the highest standard. One fulfills the Misva of Matanot 

La’ebyonim only during the day of Purim, and not on the night of Purim. While it is certainly commendable to give charity at any time, 

including the night of Purim, one must ensure to give some charity during Purim day to fulfill the Misva.

One fulfills the Misva of Matanot La’ebyonim even if the recipient does not know where the money came from. There are some authorities 

who claimed that since this donation is referred to with the term “Matanot” (gifts), the recipient must be aware of who gave him the charity, 

as a gift, by definition, involves knowing who gave it. Halacha, however, does not follow this opinion, as it is perfectly acceptable and even 

preferable to give charity anonymously. Therefore, one certainly fulfills the Misva by giving charity to a third party, such as to an 

organization, a charity collector or a Rabbi, who then distributes the funds to the poor on Purim.

Summary: Strictly speaking, one fulfills the Misva of Matanot La’ebyonim on Purim by giving a small amount of money to the poor – even 

just a dollar or two – but since Matanot La’ebyonim is seen as the primary Misva of Purim, it is proper to give more substantial amounts. 

Furthermore, one should prioritize Matanot La’ebyonim over his Purim meal and Mishlo’ah Manot when determining his budget for Purim. 

One fulfills this Misva only during the day, not at night. It is perfectly acceptable, and preferable, to give the money to a third party who then 

distributes it to the poor.




